AMBASSADOR DODD’S DIARY 
1933-1938 



AMBASSADOR DODD’S DIARY 

1933-1938 


Edited by 

WILLIAM E. DODD, Jr. 

and 

MARTHA DODD 

With an InlToduetiim by 
CHARLES A. BEARD 


LONDON 

VICTOR GOLLANGZ LTD 
>943 



F»rit puiluhtJ Afareh 1341 
Second mpretaon Aprd XS41 
Third tmpteaien May 1941 
Faiaik tmptaiunjiiiu ip4t 
F\fth 1^41 

Stxik tmpnsnon Fehruajy 1^49 
Seventh imptettum March /p/j 



CONTENTS' 

Introductiotu By Charles A. Beard 7 

L June 8, 1933 to October II, 1933 i? 

n. October 12, 1933 to March 4, 3934 59 

in. March 5, 1934 to July 8, 1934 98 

IV. July 9, 1934 to September I, 1934 i35 

V. September 5, 1934 to December 21, 1934 169 

VI, December 23, 1934 to May 21, 1935 217 

VII. May 22, 1935 to November 25, 1935 255 

VIII, November 26, 1935 to February i, 1936 287 

IX. February 5, 1936 to July 29, 1936 315 

X. August 7, 1936 to December 25, 1936 345 

XI. December 29, 1936 to June 4, 1937 ’381 ■ 

XII. June 5, X937 to September 28, 1938 420 



INTRODUCTION 
Retrospect arid Recollection 

Among all the diplomatic missions at the disposal of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in the spring of 1933 %onc had more immediate 
significance for the United States than the Embassy in Berlin, 
l^one presented more thorny problems of policy, conduct, nego- 
tiation, and spirit. Ever since the outburst of commercial rivalry 
between Germany and the United Slates in the dosing years of 
the nineteenth century, the management of their diplomatic re- 
lations had been disturbed by fiictions and disputes. The par- 
tidpation of America in the World War against Germany had 
accentuated andent grudges. The cconottuc crisis which broke 
in 1929 had disrupted efforts at reconstruction in German- 
Atnerican relationships, espcdally as German governments, 
banks, and corporations found it ^fficult, if not impossible, to 
meet the charges on the huge debts recently incurred in the 
United States. To all these stresses were added the strains due 
to the banking and industrial crash in both countries and the 
spectacular accession of Adolf Hitler to power in Berlin, \vith 
grave consequences, then dimly discernible, likely to (low from 
this “revolution of iiihilUin.” 

’ Although, after the lapse of seven years, it is impossible to 
recover the state of mind existing in 1933, certain facts stand 
out in the record.and in memory. In January, Mr. Hitler had 
become Chancellor, the head of a government of concentra- 
tion, in a nation divided and bewildered. For many mnn ihc lus 
fate was uncertain. Surrounded by powerful associates bent'on 
curbing and using him, confronted by a bureaucracy trained in 
the old traditions and bitterlY opposed, tn his. progpess. gn/i 
methods, the new Chancellor’s fortunes wctc, at the moment, 
hidden from all \dsion, even his own. He nught be subdued to 
a censervative reaction. He might become the complete master 
of Germany, using cither the. right or left sving of his party in 
the process. That he was a dangerous and ruthless personality 
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was well known everywhere in the spring of 1933, but, as the 
veil could not be lifted on the future, several varieties of policy 
in relationship with his government ^vere recognized as avail- 
able in all diplomatic circles, including the Department of State 
in Washington. 

In this confused and deteriorating situation, fraught ^vith high 
tensions, President Roosevelt fac^ the necessity of choosing 
the American Ambassador to Germany. He could select a repre- 
> sentative from among the rich men who had made heavy con- 
tributions to the Democratic campaign fund of i932.NBut a 
selection from this class meant taking a financier, a rich la^vyer, 
or a soldier of great fortune — a man little versed in the history 
of European politics and likely to use the Embassy as a debt 
collection or salvaging agency for American creditors, or in 
selling raw materiis for German rearmament, while making 
lavish displays at dinners and entertainments. 

A second class of potential candidates for the post embraced 
“career” men in the diplomatic and consular service of the 
United States — permanent civil servants more or less “trained” 
in the conduct of forwgn relations. They were "correct” in 
matters of protocol — precedence, propriety, formalities, and 
traditions 5 yet they were not all mere bureaucrats. In fact, the 
careerists most “available” for the Embassy in Berlin ivcre either 
riclrthemselves or had married fortunes; they were ambitious. 
Or ^bad ambitious wives. Only innocence regarded them as 
purely objective agents of the national interest. 

If mighty contributors to campaign funds and career dlplo- 
' mats were to be passed over. President Roosevelt had another 
j-ange of choice before him. Bearing in mind the difficulties of 
the mission, he was morally bound to select for the post an 
American dtizen acquainted with the German languag e, %vith 
German history, literature, pol itics, polici», trad itions, ^d life" 
This meant choosing someone "of scholarly altainments, lor" 
Imowledgc of German history, traditions, policies, and life could 
only be acquired by years of study and experience in Germany. 

Here, too. President Roosevelt had precedents. George Ban- 
croft, the historian, a doctor of philosophy from Gottingen, had 
^ served as American Minister in Berlin during the crisis of the 
Franco-Prussian War and the establishment of the German 
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Empire. Andrew D. White, for a season a student in G^any, 
author of the Hislojy of the Warfare of Science with Theology, Tint 
President of the American Historical Association, had repre- 
sented the United States in the Empire throughout the period 
of high tension over the Spanish-Amcrican War. 

Wth these e.xamples before him, amid the crisis at home and 
the dissolution in international rdations, President Roosevelt, 
advised, it seems, by Darnel C. Roper, his Secretary of Com- 
merce, chose another scholar to serve the United States in 
Germany— WUGSnTEfUdddrprofttsor of history in the Univer- 
sity of Chicago. Although hlr. Dodd had not been^'as active in 
politics as Bancroft or White, he svas widely recognized, by 
those competent to pass upon such matters, as one of America’s 
ablest historians, a tvriter and teacher of distinction. He had 
already been designated to serve as President of the American 
Historical Association in 1934. If his record as scholar was 
little appredated by casual readers of the news announcing 
Mr. Dodd’s appointment as Ambassador to Germany, the choice 
certainly indicated that President Roosevelt had decided to 
take a particular line in opening relations with the new German 
government. 

The line, destined to prove hopeless, was an appeal to the 
best in old German culture. Mr. Dodd was eminently fitted^ to . 
make that appeal and at the same time represented the best in 
the American democratic tradition. He was of old English stock, 
born in Clayton, North Carolina, in 1869, a graduate of the Vir- 
ginia Polytechnic Institute, the holder of a doctor’s degree from 
the University of Leipzig, won in 19O0 by three years of hard , 
work, crowned by a dissertation on Thomas Jefferson’s return 
to politics in 1 796 {JeJferson's RUckkehr zur Pohtik). After teach- - 
ing for eight years in Randolph Macon College, he was called 

♦hft. U-vawsvAj ‘rfi ‘Urhtago in nnh fnere deciicated 
himself to research, instruction, and writing in the field of 
American history, while retaining his early interest in Euroncan' 
affairs. 

Brought up in the Baptist Church, Mr. Dodd belonged 
' to the wing of the Roger Williams tradition— separation of 
Church and State, religious liberty, and freedom of conscience. 
His bent in this ^Erection was strengthened by bis marriage in 
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1901 to Martha Johns, of Auburn, North Carohna, a woman 
of similar spirit, idcahstic, buoyant, courteous, and intelligent 
The love of freedom which he acquired in his youth and forti- 
fied by draiving upon the kindred sympathies and tenacious 
loyalties of his ^vlfe, Mr Dodd continually refreshed by affec- 
tionate, yet cntical, studies of the life and wntmgs of Thomas 
Jefferson (after whom, inadentally, his svife’s father was 
named) Tlius by disposition and trainmg he belonged to a 
speafic school of American pohtics , but, as a scholar disciphned 
in historiography, he did not mistake his predilections for the 
whole of history Nor did he imagme that the democratic dis- 
pensation had been closed by Thomas Jefferson, Andrew Jack- 
son, Woodrow Wilson or Frankhn D Roosevelt About all 
this he was singularly “objective,” to employ a term of his 
guild 

That Mr Dodd possessed a talent for vieiving history, him- 
sdf, and his wrk c^mly and m perspective, I can myself testify 
out of an acquaintance %vith him extending over more than 
thirty years It was one of our favotmte pastimes at meetings 
here and there to descant on our respective “biases ” When I 
twitted him imidly about his Jeffersonian leanmgs he replied 
by asking whether anyone brought up, hke myself, in the Ted- 
crahst-Whig-Republican school, could be competent to render 
an impartial judgment in the case After he had spoken in a 
qmzzical tone, with a dry iromcal humour typically his, about 
the “plutocratic” affihations of my ancestr^ party, he could 
take in good spirit a sardonic inquiry about the “slavocracy” 
.that long ruled the Democracy of jeffenon With prchmmancs 
disposed of m this manner, Mr Dodd could discourse out of 
wide knowledge and s^ath an even temper, on the parties and 
interests wluch had divided the Republic since the days of 
Hamilton and Jefferson Doubtless his tranquillity of mind m 
histoncal research was due in a lai^c measure to his belief that 
democracy was in process, not finished, and had its greatest svork 
> ct ahead His favourite saying in this respect was “Democracy 
, has wrm tealiy been tried ” 

Amid Uie di\cniiy of his artides, cssa>*s, reviews, and works 
dcaUng with lustoncal problems and penonahtics, embracing 
a wndc range of histoncal interests, Mr Dodd s greatest con- 
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tribution to historical research %vas on the Old South. Selec- 
tions from his major titles reveal this stress in his thought : Life 
of mhanlel Macon (1905); Life of JtJerson Davis (1907) ; Stales- 
men of the Old South (1911); Expansion and Conflict, in the River- 
side Series on American History (1915); Llie Cotton Kingdom • 
(1919) ; and TTie Old South, the fet volume of which {Struggles 
for Democrat), he completed amid the distractions and dis- 
tresses of his labours in Berlin and published in 1937. His 
book on Woodrow Wilson and His Work (1920) and his co- 
operation tvith Ray Stannaid Baker in editing The Public 
Papers of Woodrow Wilson {1924-1926), if they marked a devia- 
tion from the Southern interest, were nonetheless in the 
Southern tradition, now nationalized. That the crotvning 
achievement of his life-long historical labours was to be The Old 
South (in four volumes), left unfinished at his death, is silent 
testimony to the enduring locus of his affections. This series he 
had designed as a monumental work of interpretation covering 
the economic, cultural, and political features of that social order. 

During his long academic life even more of Mr. Dodd’s 
energies went into teaching and advising students than into 
historical writing. In the art of instruction he was singularly 
effective. Unlike some of the masters in his guild he did not 
regard students as dbturbing dements that interfered with his 
penonal interests and projected works — intolerable, if necessary 
afflictions. On the contrary his time was generously bestowed 
upon the brilliant and the dull, it seemed, without reserve or 
thought of the sacrifice involved. He drew out and sought to 
amplify the native powers of his students, commanding their 
affections by the innate gentleness of his character while sharp-*- 
cmng their min^ by the ingenuity of his methods. He had the 
iiuraitable gift, in describing historical events, of making them 
seem like happenings of the day, full of life, vividness, and 
immediacy. Unending devotion to work was in his nature and 
neither detemuned pressure nor the years ever changed it. 

Even so, while he was a great teacher, always remembered 
affectionately, he did not seek to make disciples, but rather 
craftsmen free to choose thdr own interests, work their own way, 
and criddze the offerings of the old masters. This attitude to- 
wards liberty was also deeply rooted in Mr. Dodd’s nature. He 
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was not and could not be a dogmatist of the chair, notwith- 
standing the firmness of his o^vn cherished conwctions. While 
he could be partisan amid the necessities of practice, Mr. Dodd 
was by nature a man of toleration, aware of human limitations 
and frailties, ready to grant much of this right to others. Un- 
flinching in the integrity of his spirit, tireless in labours, he must 
have loved two lines from Goethe: 


Das wenige serschwindet teicht dent BUeke, 

‘ Dtr voTuaarls siekt, wie viel noch Ubrig bleibt.* 

In all personal relations, whether wth colleagues, students, 
family, or high officials, Mr. Dodd was a democrat in the full 
American sense of the word. He was not born to purple; neither 
did he aspire to it or join the striving throng engaged in climb- 
ing towaris it. In his scale, worth.not wealth, was the measure. 
Associations with riches and power left him entirely unchanged 
and unimpressed. Displays of conspicuous tvastc, the sport of 
the vulgar, offended his sense for the treasures of intelligence 
and useful living. Great concentrations of wealth, which 
marked his times, awakened in him fears for the safety of the 
Republic and led him to seek ways and means for a wider 
distribution of property — the true basis, as Daniel Webster had 
said long before, of popular government. 

Far more democratic in sympathies and far more flexible in 
trund than Woodrow Wilson, Mr. Dodd nevertheless attached 
himself to the ideas and policies of that statesman. With the 
shrinking band of the faithful, he held fast to the view that 
democracy and peace might become a svay of life for the world. 
In no other ph’ilos<3p'h'5' tould he find a basis for great faith and 
•high action. 

Such, in an outline all too brief and fragmentary, svas the life 
of the man whom Fresident Rooses’clt selected in the spring of 
*933 serve as the American Ambassador in Berlin during the 
early years of Adolf Hitler’s regime. For punuing the diplo- 
matic line to be taken at the moment, for weal or >soe, Mr. 
Dodd was peculiarly and adequately fitted by study, training, 
asrfi \wipcr, ttis ^oyaixy \o the humanistic traditions oT Ameri- 
can democracy was beyond all question. His esteem for the 

*. **’■' «lone*e«m* a* Mught >»ljcn we look forwuil 

Sna DcliQia now ntuel\ temains for us to do ’* 
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finest features of oM Germany and the aficctionate warmth he 
felt for her people were deeply established in his character. 

Being a mortal man, Mr. Dodd might make mistakes, but 
they would not be the mistakes of appeasement for the sake of 
mess of pottage in the form of temporary payments on de- 
faulted debts. An Ambassador more concerned with “practical 
affairs” might have wrung from German financiers and the 
German government lai^er allotments of exchange for dis- 
charging obligations in the United States, for a time, although 
even that is doubtful ; but Mr. Dodd’s function was to strengthen 
and rally the moderate elements in German society then 
bewildered, no doubt, but not yet solidified and gUiehguchalUt 
under the iron regime* of Chancellor Hitler and his party. The 
task may have been hopeless from the beginning. A knowledge 
of history, or anything else, docs not permit an unequivocal 
verdict on this problem in politics and morals. In any case, 
\^illiam E. Dodd could spe^ to the leaders of German intel- 
lectual Ihe and the doctors of philosophy in the German 
Poreign Office and the bureaucracy in a language and a spirit 
ivhich they could understand, if they so desired, even at this 
late hour in their destiny. 

Faithfulness to the record no doubt requires an admission of 
the fact that Mr. Dodd had criUcs, with reference to matters in 
general and in detail. By some members of the diplomatic set, 
both American and foreign, the simplicity in style of living 
which he chose, the directness and quiet candour of his speech, 
the ingrained democracy of bis thought and action, the indig- 
nation of his spirit in fettered Germany^ ..and his neglect of 
protocol rigidities iverc regarded ds inappropriate to success in 
negotiations. 

That Dodd did not prevent, by Ws steady counsels of 
moderation, the expansion of Chanc^oc Hitler’s power may bc" 
conceded. That he did not put a stop to the persecution of the 
Jews, though his efforts in this direction were penbtent, is self- 
evident. That he was unable to effect the collection of all debts 
due to American creefrtors is demonstrated by events. That he 
^d not, despite his regular and repeated attempts, break the 
deadlock in German— American commerce and start up an era 
oC idaxing prosperity is adnutted. That he did not crash the 
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diplomatic impasse in Europe, restore the concert of powers, 
and prevent the war which he early foresaw and forecast, rc- 
qmres no documentation Nor did he satisfy certain Amencans 
who sought his aid and official protection in the prosecution of 
vanous activities and interests m Germany which he thought 
not in keeping with Amencan democratic tradition 
Could any diplomat, professional or othenvisc, from the 
Umted States have accomphshcd, in the circumstances of Nazi 
Germany, desirable ends? For years, beginmng long before 
the outbreak of the first World War, the negotiations of Euro- 
pean governments had been conducted by career men, correct 
in protocol and fortified by expensive establishments Was 
their diplomacy a success^ The condition of Europe since 1914 
offers a reply which seems unequivocal 'Rich Amencans were 
serving the Umted States in other capitals dunng Mr Dodd’s 
tenure in Berhn Do their achievements indicate that they could 
have done better in his place? History also answers this question 
It IS in such a perspective that Mr Dodd’s record and wis- 
dom are vindicated He saw more clearly than most of his col 
leagues, Amencan and foragn, m the diplomatic corps, the 
hard dnft of things towards the tragedy of the coming years 
He repeatedly predicted, despite the epithets "alarmist” and 
"sensationahst” applied to him by unfncndly cntics, the ruth 
less course which Germany, Italy, and Japan were dcstmed to 
take, if unchecked by the concerted action of their neighbours 
He divmed the frightful crash bound to come from the pohey of 
appeasement, mtngue, and vacillation, and he fought relent- 
lessly, as far as he was able, to stop it That Russia ^vas to play 
a decided role in Western aflairs, Mr Dodd understood from 
the beginning of his mission In all this, time has certified, in no 
uncertain terms, to the correctness of his judgment Further- 
raorc, amid the whirl of events beyond his control, Mr Dodd 
awakened no false hopes of Amencan aid in the conduct of 
jwwcr pohucs m the old style, he made no glittering promises 
to mislead the thoughtless and unwary 
Above all things, he was guiltless of that enme against 
'Europe and flic Umted Slates, loo often committed by some 
other rcprcsjmtativcs of Amencan foreign policy he avoided 
loose and irresponsible conversations likdy to encourage mem 
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bers of the Berlin diplomatic cor^ in taking fateful, perhaps 
ruinous, steps, on the easy assumption that the full military and 
economic power of the United States would be immediately 
forthcoming in any hour of trial and crisis. In that respect, too, 
hlr. Dodd served ^vith fine devotion the great body of the 
American people whose interests he had at heart and thereby, 
we hope, the people of Europe, burdened by long history. 

As a dossier of evidence bearing on policies, methods, and 
labours, Mr. Dodd has left this journal covering affairs from the 
beginning to the end of his mission. But it is more than that. 
To use a metaphor, it casts a flood of light into the dark pas- 
sages of the time now past in wliich Adolf Hitler was solidify- 
ing and expanding his dominion in Germany, from July, 1933, 
to the close of 1937. Unlike many \vriters who have dealt wth 
tlus historic crisis, Mr. Dodd was behind the scenes at Berlin, 
the strategic centre of the National Socialist movement. He 
knew penonally the leaders in that upheaval, spoke with them, 
and had an opportunity to form first-hand judgments of their 
pcnonalities. He was in constant communication with repre- 
sentatives of the German government, wlh the agents of other 
governments in the diplomatic corps, with international leaders 
who came to Berlin, wth American citizens, high and low, en- 
gaged in political, economic, and journalistic activities in Ger- 
many. As a participant in the scenes described, he had oppor- 
tunities for analysis and interpretation not ahvays granted even 
to investigators inside the drclc of official and social intimacy. 

In all these relations, Mr. Dodd was never a superficial 
observer caught in the dash of ambitions, animosities, rumours, 
and intrigues which have characterized diplomatic operations 
since the beginiung of offidal intercourse among nations. He 
was a life-long student of great hktory, European and American, 
trmn^ in the school ofLamprccht and Ranke to seek the. tjaitK 
of things as they actually had been. Ironical as this may seem, 
his acquaintance tvdth German history was wder and more pro- 
found, by far, than that of the leading figures who were govern- 
ing the country. This is not to say that Mr. Dodd’s accuracy 
is to be unchallenged in cvcrydetail, or that the stress of 
instant decisions never svarped his judgment. 

Such infallibility is granted to no mortal. But the training 
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and experience m histoncal study and wnting which Mr Dodd 
brought to bear upon his journal are clearly revealed in it and 
distinguish It from whole hbran^ of diplomatic memoirs com- 
piled by professional gossips They give the diary a quahty 
which makes it pccuharly sigmficant for an understanding of 
our own times 

Moreover, when the history of our troubled age is svntten, in 
distant years to come, this journal will be regarded as a pncdess 
source of primary information and a vibrant human document 
lUustratmg American character m this period Although numer- 
ous passages will doubtless be supplemented, perhaps modified, 
by evidence from other quarters, the permanence of this journal 
seems certain, amid the uncertainties of hfe 

Of William E Dodd, scholar, teacher, writer, and servant 
of the Rcpubhc, we may say, therefore, to paraphrase a maxim 
of Chateaubriand, “He ivill hvc in the memory of the world 
by what he has done for the world ” And I can vouch for the 
statement that Mr Dodd, indomitable foe of the merctncious, 
would not have it othenvise Here the argument may rest, for 
beyond it none can nse 

CiiARLES A Beard 

New Milford, Conneetuul 
Autumn, 
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June 8 , ig33 io October j/, iggg 

June 5 , 1533. Thursday. At 12 o’clock in my office at the 
University of Cfficago, the phone rang. “This is Franklin 
Roosevelt j I want to know if you will render the government 
a distinct service. I want you to go to Germany as Ambassador.” 

I was greatly surprised, and replied 1 ^vould like a little time 
to think it over. He said: “Two hours; can you decide in that 
rime?” I smd: Perhaps, but I must confer with the university 
authorities. I hope you \vill ascertain whether the German Gov- 
ernment takes exception to my Woodrow Wilson. 

He replied: “I am sure they will not. That book, your work 
as a liberal and as a scholar, and your study at a German uni- 
versity are the main reasons for my wishing to appoint you. It is a 
difficult post and you have cultu^ approaches that would help. 

I want an American liberal in Germany as a standing example.” 
,He closed by saying : “I ^vill call die German Embassy and find 
out thdr atritude; you call me back at 2 o’clock.” 

I called my wfe and gave her the story. I ^vent to President 
Hutchins’ office. He was out. I then ^vent to see Dean Wood- 
ward, >vho was vice-president of the university. He said he 
would call Hutcluns, then at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, I be- 
lieve. He added, however, "You must accept even if the posi- 
tion is most difficult, and the univenity must find a substitute 
for this summer’s and next winter’s work.” Roosevelt had said : 
“You may return in the winter of 1934, if the umversity insists.” 

I then went home to luncheon and talked things over. My 
'vi^and,!. derided* Til ih'Ut *2 .*30 ’x'^vus'UumreiJteii 

tvith the ^Vhlte House. The Cabinet was in session. The Presi- 
dent’s secretary, whose namcNvas notkno^vn to me, carried my ' 
affirmative anssver to the President and he at once reported it 
to the Cabinet. A friend of mine, Daniel G. Roper, later re- 
ported that no member objected, that Harold Ickes of Chicago 
and Claude Swanson of Virginia were enthusiastic supporters. 
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The nomination was delayed until the German Ambassador 
in Washington, Dr Hans Luther, ascertained the German 
attitude The result was favom^ble and when the nomination 
went to the Senate on June 12, it passed without opposition. 
The German Ambassador gave out the story of my having 
taken my doctorate in Leipzig and pubhshed a book on Thomas 
Jefferson in German and added that I spoke German fluently 
On June 13 there appeared a careful digest of my doctoral dis- 
sertation “Jefferson’s Return fo Pohtics in 1 796,“ in the Berhn 
newspapers 

From June 13 on, I was pestered every hour of the day by 
neivspaper people and photographers All kinds of stones and 
pictures, silly and otherwise, appeared in newspapers all over 
the country I never dreamed of such pubhcity My friends 
everywhere were enthusiastic, especially my former students, 
and at least 500, perhaps 700, letters and telegrams poured into 
our house or the university office 

June 16 Friday I went to Washington at the request of the 
President Roosevelt sat at his large desk and at one o’clock the 
servant brought tivo luncheons and placed them before us 
The talk turned at once to German affairs He described the 
arrogant bearing of Dr Hjalmar Schacht m May when he was 
threatemng, as head of the German Rcichsbank, to cease paymg 
interest and pnncipal on debts of more than one bilhon dollars 
due to American creditors next August The President said he 
had told Secretary Cordell Hull to receive Schacht, but to pre- 
tend to be deeply engaged m looking for certain papers, leaving 
Schacht standing and unobserved for three minutes, ivith Hull’s 
secretary ivatching the German’s nervous reactions Then Hull 
was to discover a note from the President which indicated senous 
opposition to any such defaults of German debtors He was to 
turn to Schacht and hand him the document and watch the 
changing colour of the German’s fare as he, Hull, greeted him 
This, the President said, was to take a little of the arrogance out 
of the German’s bearing, and he added that the effect was even 
■mOTfnrai’&ci, as reported trom than had "Dccn expected 
It was a repetition of Roosevelt’s treatment when Schacht had 
visited lum 
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After description of his method of bringing the great 
banker to terms, or at least reason, about debt affdrs, he said 
about as follows: I know our bankers made exorbitant profits 
when in 1926 they loaned huge sums to German corporations 
and dries and they succeeded in selling bonds to thousands of 
our dtizens with interest at 6 and 7 per cent. But our people 
are entitled to repayment, and wMe it is altogether beyond 
governmental responsibility, I want you to do all you can to 
prevent a moratorium. It would tend to retard recovery. 

The next subject we discussed was the Jewish problem. The 
President sdd, “The German authorities are treating the Jews 
shamefully and the Jews in this country are greatly exdted. 
But this is a lso not a governmenta l affa ir. Wc can do nothing ' 
except for American dtizens who happen to be made victims. 
We must protect them, and whatever we can do to moderate 
the general persecution by unofficial and personal influence 
ought to be done.” 

1 had telegraphed the President that I accepted the appoint- 
ment 'Nvith the understanding that there was to be no official 
complaint at my living in Berlin within my salary, $17,500. 
When I touched upon this problem, a subject of much discus- 
sion in Chicago, he promptly sdd : **You are quite right. Aside 
from t^vo or three general dinners and entertainments, you 
need not indulge in any expensive social affairs. Try to give 
frur attention to Americans in Berlin and occasional ffinners to 
Germans who arc interested in American rdations. I think you 
can manage to live within your income and not sacrifice any 
essential parts of the service.” 

The talk turned to trade concessions between the two coun- - 
tries and he added: “We ought to be able to make arrange- 
ments on certain items and thus increase German exports so as 
to md them in their debt payments.'But at present the drift in 
London at the Economic Conicrcnce is all towards economic 
nationalism. What do you think of that tendency with us?” I 
expired the opinion that pyranuding of the econonuc struc- 
Uire in the United States would soon lead us into a new feudal-' 
ism which wotild tend to male peasants and day labourers of 
fanners, and proletarians of aU unorganized city tvorkers. He 
agreed but added that: "If European states refuse to make 
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tanfF concessions, we sball make special arrangements with 
Cjinada and Latin Amenca and develop a mutual trade policy 
which ^vlll give us markets for our surplus products *’ 

We then talked a httle of Ckilonel Edivard M House and 
the President’s proposal for reduction of offensive armaments 
in France “Limitation of armaments is necessary if the world 
IS to avoid war Norman Baws has been working on this I can’t 
be sure of his success He cabled he wished to attend the lion- 
don Econoimc Conference I replied ‘Come home,’ and he is 
commg soon I ivish you to talk with him before you sail ” 

I bade the President good bye at 2 o’clock and ^vent to the 
State Department to study dispatches from Germany smee the 
beginning of the Hitler regime The same day I went to dinner 
at 8 o’clock with Ambassador Luther where about twenty peo- 
ple sat dovm to an elaborate dinner, after drinking fashionable 
cockta ils, except for me There was no good talk though %ve 
stayed until t« o'clock 

June 17 Saturday In the Dep^ment of State I met Pro- 
fessor Raymond Molcy, who asked me into his office I talked 
and heard him talk for half an hour and concluded that he 
hdd entirely different views from the President about the 
American attitude towards the Jews m Germany , also he talked 
like an “Economic Nationalist” of the first order, entirely dif- 
ferent from Roosevelt’s view Talking about tanJBs, I found 
■him practically ignorant of the worl^gs of the IValker and 
Peel Laivs of 1846 and of trade conditions which followed 
them He ivas frank enough to say he ne\er studied the sub- 
ject — a professor of economics as ivcU as economic adviser to 
the President' I told my friend -Jloper of this and %ve agreed 
tiiat he, Moley, could not long hold his confidential relation 
wnth Roosevelt 

Later I went ivith ray son Wilham out to the httic farm I 
oivn near the Blue Ridge mountains, m Virginia. 

^ime SI Wtiwdqy Back in Chicago The members of the 
history and other faculties of tfie university gave my wif(^ my 
daughter Martha, and me a*dinncr at Judson Court, one of the 
new undergraduate dormitories About 200 people were pres- 
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cnt, indutog Carl Sandburg, Harold McCormick, Mrs. An-' 
drew MacLdsh (whose husband, now deceased, endowed the 
chair I hdd in Chicago), President Robert M. Hutchins and 
others. It was a sad occasion because I felt badly, saying fare- 
well to colleagues of twenty-five years* standing like A. G. 
McLaughlin and G. E. Merriam, foremost men in their fields. 
Home at 11, after shaking hands with most of those present. 


June 23. Friday. A public dinner was given under the aus- 
pices of German-Americans, Democrats, Republicans and pro- 
gressive groups in the so-called Gold Room of the Congress 
Hotel. 

Charles E. Merriam closed the evening about 11.30. My 
good-bye address was printed in part the next day in the daily 
papers. Carl Sandburg and his %vifc were again present and a 
ftnv days later he sent me a poem on the distressful occasion, for 
he knew how much I dreaded to leave 


June 30. Friday. 1 spent from Tuesday to Friday afternoon 
in the Slate Department going over dispatches from Berlin up 
to June 15. 

On Wednesday, my son William and 1 had dinner with 
Darnel C. Roper and Ws family. After dinner Mr. Roper and 
I drove to the railroad station to see President Roosevelt off 
for his vacation. It rained rather briskly but we went into the 
private car where Mr. Roosevelt rttked me to sit down by him 
and advised me to s^ on the Washington for Hamburg from 
New York on July 5. He particularly asked me to talk with 
Norman Davis who was just then returning ftom Geneva to 
report on the Disarmament Gonfwcncc. 


July t. Saturday. My wife and 1 took a sleeper for Raleigh, 
North Carolina, where we arrived early today. I drove to 
Fuquay Spring to visit my «ghty-six-year-old father. Return- 
ing I called on Governor Ehnnghaus whom I had never met 
Unaware of my Avork and identity, he suddenly, on a remark 
of mine about Germany and in thepresence of newspaper men, 
said : "Are you Professor Dodd?” Whereupon there was a little 
stir and the ne%vspeople at once made a story. The afternoon 
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the afternoon I visited the family burying ground and 
yome of the signs of the Civil War tragedy A great-uncle 
kill^ in the Valley of Virginia campaign of 1862 was buned 
there as well as two others who surrendered with Lee at Appo- 
mattox later My mother was buned there m 1909 It ivas a 
solemn visit, with signs of family misfortune 
I also visited my uncle I^uis Creech, oivner of the Creech 
lands on Neuse River where I was bom, though the house has 
been tom doivn It was a remmder of the carhest scenes of my 
hfe The lay of the land was quite the same, the old hilltop 
where my grandfather’s house and bam used to stand was 
marked by tvo or three half-dead oaks, and the old Home 
burying ground was covered with trees about a foot in diameter 
A rather sorrowful day, though our kinsfolk did all th^ 
could to give us a pleasant sojourn 

July 3 Monday We reached New York at about 9 I went 
at 10 to a conference at the National City Bank where State 
Department people had asked me to review the financial prob- 
lems of German Amcncan banks, involving payment of 
$1,200 000,000 to American creditors who had been hoodwinked 
by bankers into making loans to German corporations \^ce- 
President Floyd Blair presided over the gathenng About ten 
other bankers attended " 

All were concerned about the so-called “standstill ’ agree- 
ment ivith^the Reichsbank president, Schacht, whereby Ameri- 
can obligations were bcing^paid.in‘cheap marks rather than 
no marks at all and Amcncan bondholders were in the doubt- 
ful position of having to sell their sccuntics at thirty cents on 
the dollar There was much talk but no agreement other than 
that I should do all I possibly could to prc\ent Germany’s 
defaulting openly, as that would upset finanaal interests in the 
United States *Ilie National City Bank and the Chase Na- 
tional Bank hold more than hundred milhons of German 
bonds ! If they could be mtc of 4 per cent interest, instead of 
the onginal 7 per cent th^ would be satufied 
Tlicn came a pre-arranged conference wth Judge Julian W. 
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Mack, FcHx Warburg, Judge Irwng Lehman, N.*Y. Court 
of Appeals, brother of Governor Lehman, Rabbi Stephen S. 
Wise and Max Kohler, who is writing a biography the Selig- 
man family of New York. This conference had been ranged 
by George Gordon Battle, a liberal lawyer. " 

For an hour and a half the discussion went on: The‘ Ger- 
mans are killing Jews all the lime; they arc being persecuted 
to the point where suicide is common (the Warburg family is 
report^ to have had cases of this kind) ; and all Jewish prop- 
erty is being confiscated. These were subjects, in brief, of 
the conversation, and 1 was urged, as a liberal and humane 
person, to press for governmental intervention. I insisted that 
the government could not intervene officially but assured the 
members of the conference that I would exert all possible per- 
sonal influence against unjust treatment of German Jews and 
of course protest agmnst maltreatment of American Jmvs. We 
adjourned at to o’clock and I took the train at 1 1 o’clock for 
-Boston on a visit to Colonel House at Beverly Farms, thirty 
miles up the coast from the hub of the universe. 

July 4. Tuesday, Colonel House’s car met me as I walked 
out of the railway station. An hour later I had breakfast witir 
him, and found him rather vigorous physically, though seventy- 
five years old, and mentally very alert. We talked two hours 
about my “^flicult mission.” 

He frankly said: “I sent two nominations to the President, 
yours and Nicholas Murray Butler’s, but 1 felt that you ought 
to be ^ven precedence. Howev^ the r^ations I bad had >vith 
the Butler family to* iriy, giving his case strong pressure in 

case youK was not preferred.” I did not complain, because late 
in May, in Washington, %vhen asked about my* possible accept- 
ance 01 a dipfomabc appointment, T had declared positively 
that I did not wish to go to Berlin where the whole Hitler 
moverdent Avas most disagreeable to me and where I rvould be 
under constant pressure, too much for my temperament. Fur- 
thermore, I had said, in case* any diplomatic position were 
oflered, I would prefer Holland where I could write my his- 
tory. This was stated to Daniel G. Roper and also to a close 
fellow-worker of his. Dr. Walter Splawn. 
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Hence, House m no way peeved me by lus statement Be- 
sides, Butler had^pcduliar claims, tliough I do^ not think he 
would have been a suitable man for any European place, except 
perhaps London He is arbitrary and dictatorial and his expen- 
diture of huge sums of money is not ahvays justified by tlic 
results Aside from House’s story, I had heard from Roper 
that Butler’s name had been urged upon Roosevelt In addi- 
tion, House said Newton Baker had declined the appointment 
to Berlin So I xvas not over cgotisucal with the Colonel 
As far as my task in Berlin was discussed he said “You 
have tlic most difiicult post in Europe and I think you have a 
better approach to the problem of the Germans than any man 
I know ” That was based on my umvcrsity contacts and he 
seemed to think a Wilson liberal would be welcome in Berlm 
m spite of the hatred of the War President He said ‘You 
should try to ameliorate Jeivish suffenngs They are clearly 
wrong and even tcrnble , but the Jews should not be allowed 
to dominate economic or intellectual life m Berlm as they have 
done for a long time " 

After discussing Roosevelt’s Cabinet, the Recovery Act, and 
reading some lotcresang letters from eminent, men, he called 
his chauffeur and We drove to Boston where I took the New 
York tram at 12 o’clock I was sure I had been mse in going 
to see him ^ 

I was again in New York al 5 and my whole family were 
guests at. the home of Charles R Crane on Park Avenue His 
apartment contained a marvellous display of Russian and Asiatic 
works of art Mr Crane endowed the chair Samuel Harper 
of the History Department at Chicago has held for the last 
seven or eight years Russian History and institubons He 
has also given a million dollars to support the Institute of 
Current World Affairs with Walter Rogers as its manager 
— an organization which conducts surveys of^ conditions in 
all parts of the i\ orld and furnishes reports to the government 
Crane is seventy five years old, quite debcate m health, a 
traveller these last twenty^ears m all parts of the world 
He was quite enthusiastic about his work, still bitter against 
the Soviet revolutionists in Russia and enthusiastic about the 
Hitler regime in Germany Jews arc anathema to him and he 
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hopes to see them put into their place. His advice to me was, of 
course: “Let Hitler have lus tvay.** 

July j. Wednesday. George Sylvester Viereck, author.of the 
Strangest Friendship in History (IVilson and House), came 
to see me at 9 in the hotel. He talked about Germany and the 
debt problem. He impressed me as a curious sort of jotlmalist 
\vith whom one would best not be too free. 

The German Consul General in New York, Dr. Otto Kiep, 
a handsome Prussian type, came after Viereck, for a word 
about Germany. I then went out with my \vifc to buy a dic- 
tionary' or t^vo for family use. 

The taxi took us to the wharf at ii o'clock where wc met ” 
hlrs. Roosevelt who had just bid her son, Franklin D., Jr., 
good-bye for a trip to Europe on the Washington. A dozen 
newspaper men, whom I had eluded until that moment, 
crowded about us. I talked in geneml terms and gave no inter- 
view. Then they begged us for photos, to be taken on the front 
deck. My svife, son and I yidded reluctantly and, unaware of 
the similarity of the Hitler salute, then unknown to us, w'e 
raised our hands. 

• ^ ^ 

July 6. ThuTsd<^. I noticed Rabbi Wise on board as I walked 
the deck. At luncheon wc became acquainted svith Mrs. Breck- 
inridge Long, wfe^f Ambassador Long in Rome, a descendant 
of the famous Blair.family ofJKcniucky, Washington and St. 
Louis, and \try comcious of the fact.’ Norman Davis, whom I 
had managed to see an hour in New York, had engaged for us 
a two-room apartment svith a salon. 'The sMp managed offered^ 
these rooms as suitable to ambassadorial dignity. We declined 
because we preferred simpler quoAen and because' there was 
not room for the’ tivo chftdren. <- •*’* 

July 13. Thursday. In the early afternoon the Washington 
anchored at Hamburg. The nc\^aper people tried inTain to 
get an intervieiv, the representatiye^of the Jeirish Hamburger 
IsraelUisches Familienb(aU pressing 'the hardest. We did allow 
fanuly photos by the ship's photographer. George Gordon, 
Counsellor of the Embassy in BerUn, and the American Consul- 
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General in Hamburg met us as we left the boat. After some 
lingering in the city, we took our places on the Berlin train — 
an old-fashioned German train. Gordon talked an hour about 
the state of things in Germany and the personnel in the State 
Department. 

In Berlin a protocol officer, some other officials of the gov- 
ernment and the American Consul-General, George S. Messer- 
smith, met us. We were duly lodged at the Hotel Esplanade 
where I had wired : “Reserve us three bedrooms and a sitting- 
room.” We were put in the so-called “royal suite,” six emb^- 
rassingly elegant rooms with beautiful furniture. But the price 
was 40 marks per day and one could not complain. We went 
into the dining-room where we talked a little German and ate 
an excellent dmner. We were at the beginning of our task. The 
Germans seemed very friendly. 

July 14. Friday. At the Embassy at 1 1 o’clock where I spoke 
briefly to the American correspondents about my mission, in- 
dicating in very general terms the idea of making contacts wth 
the older cultural elements of Germany. There w'ere questions 
about the President’s Recovery Act and somo hints as to pos- 
sible difficulties. My replies were merely formal. At the end, 
Edgar A. Mowrer came up to shake hands and I remarked 
that I had read his Germany ^Puts the Clock Back with inter- 
est; but I did not comment on the fact that his book had been 
forbidden in Germany and that the government had demanded 
his resignation from the presidency of the Foreign Press ^sO- 
oatlon in Berlin. Sigrid Schultz, who represents the Chicago 
Tnbuney introduced herself, saying, she had^a letter from 
Colonel R. R. McCormick, owner of'the Tribune, about 
Martha. . 

I next met representatives of the Overman prfess, about twenty 
people. Jt read thenj a brief statement in German which was 
’printe{^_the*next day 'In all The leading German papers. It so 
happened I had just read the Minister^ of Economics Kurt 
Schmitt’s careful statement abou't “economic recovery, ivliich 
appealed to me as most statesmanhke, and when questions were 
asked, I referred to his ivork as very similar to the Recovery 
programme in the United States. ^Vhen asked whether I had 
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seen the statement of the Familienblatl of Hamburg to the effect 
that I had come to Germany to rectify the wongs to the Jews, 

I read a brief disavowal wluch was likc^v^se printed verbatim. 

Juljf 75. Saturday. I ^vas presented today at the Foreign 
Office where 1 talked* ^v^th Freiherr Konstantin von Ncurath, 
the Minister for Foragn Affairs, and found him most agree- 
able. President Paul von Hindenburg, reported unwell, was at 
Hs estate near Ncudeck in East Prussia and is not expected 
to appear in Berlin until September i. The introduction to the 
Foreign Office was to enable me to act officially and to sign 
papers and reports for Washington. I rather prrferred this to 
an immediate reception because the work in Berlin was of 
course ne^v to me and the situation tense. 

A Mr. Rowe, attorney for the Irving Trust Company of 
New York, called to ask, almost demand, my intervention svith 
the Gerrtum Rttchsbankagalnst possible or probable discrimina- 
tion in repaying a $100,000,000 loan which the International 
Match Company had made to German business concerns. The 
Germans were proposing to discharge their obligations svith 
something less than full payment to American creditors, who 
were bong paid perhaps a third of the amounts borrowed. 

1 simply Scud*. The government of the United States is in 
no way connected with these loam and all we can do here is to 
suggest unofficially to the authorities that it will injure Gcr- 
raan^cconomic standing to violate Reichsbank agreements. He 
w‘as very disgruntled, saying he would fly to l.ondon that 
afternoon. Wc had dinner with the Gordons, about ttventy 
people present'.' Very dull. 

July jy. Monday. Louis P. Lochner, of the Associated Press, 
called to^ pay his respeeb.^ He said that a friend of Chancellor 
Adolf Hitler ^^ished Lochner to bring jrie to a quiet, secret 
luncheon where 1 rwght talk with the "Fuehrer, “‘as everyone 
calls the dictator. 

July 18. Tuesday. Lieutcnant-Colon'd Jacob Wuest. Captain 
Hugh Rowan, Captain Chester Kcppler and Commodore How- 
ard Bode, aU of the Army and Navy stafls. came to pay their 
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respects, \cry correct m cutaways and top hats At 5 Von Ncu- 
raih and the protocol chief returned my official call and v, e 
discussed at some length the unsuccessful cfTorts of the German 
Go\crnmcnt to rclic\c unemployment Von Ncurath said the 
\anous settlements of at> people on the land liad failed He 
u as about to leave for Havana to visit the FueJircr The rumour 
m the Embassy vsns that the Minister for Foreign Affairs uould 
be remov cd 

July 22 Sotmdajf German Ambassador Hans Luther, who 
uas supposed to be recalled from Washington, came in at 11 
o’clock to say good b) e He informed me he was returning to 
Washington and vvashed visas for two guests \vho arc planning 
to spend a year in Amenca 

He talked at length about Hitler's recovery work, it could 
not succeed without free land, he thought the plains of East 
Afhea or the highlands of Brazil ought to be opened to all 
German unemployed who arc willing to emigrate (be thought 
there would be a considerable number), those who are restless 
and ambitious Also he held the opimon that lower tanfis be> 
tween Germany and the Uruicd States would aid recovery of 
industrial prosperity He showed no bclbgcrcnt spint towards 
France and did not mention the Polish Comdor 
^ The William A Nitzes, colleagues of mine m Chicago, asked 
u^by letter particularly to meet their fnends, Mrs Henry 
IVood and her family, in Potsdam Mrs tVood was the wife 
^ of a famous professor at Johns Hopkins when the Nitzes bved 
in Baltimore. Consequently we all drove out to Potsdam this 
afternoon to call on the Wood family They lived in a beauti- 
ful mansion We amved a htUc after 4 There was a tea 
Everybody stood up in good HohenzoU^ style until they 
were led into a large dinmg room, with tapestries on the walls 
About twenty people sat down ^Ve had sandwiches and so 
forth, and talked English and German all intermingled, a 
number of representatives of old baromal families were present 
The conversation was good but notweiy clever or learned, and 
the tone was quite Hitlerite 


Julj) 24 Monday Representative Sam McRcynolds of Ten 
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ncssce, a member of the American delegation to the Economic 
Conference in London, led a party including George Messer- 
smith, George A. Gordon and others of the Embassy stall to 
the so-called BlUcher Palace— an enormous, antiquated struc- 
ture purchased by the State Department on the recommenda- 
tion of a comtruttee of Congress headed by Representative 
Porter at a cost of $i ,700,000. It was intended for a great offi- 
cial and residential home of the diplomatic and consular ser- 
vices here, Uke that in Paris. My predecessor, Frederic M. 
SaeVetf, Jr., supported by Senator Swanson, a year ago refused 
an olfer of the original owners to cancel the purchase contract 
if they were allowed to receive the insurance money then pay- 
able for damages due to a fire which caused a large part of the 
roof to fall in. Although Sackclt and Swanson were urged by 
all the Embassy staff to give up the palace and save the govern- 
ment a,vast sum of money, they insisted on completing the 
deal. 

It V/as this building that McReynolds and the rest of us now 
visited with a vie^v to a possible investigation by the next session 
of Congress. We spent an hour going through the dilapidated * 
structure and concluded that the government would do well to 
sdl at 5500,000, losing 5 i,voo,ooo. This was the unanimous 
vole of all concerned. 

In the afternoon Mr. Messersmith asked me to his Pffice 
to talk \rith McReynolds, himself and Mr. Gordon. When I 
had been in the 'office a .few tninutes, Gordon called on the 
phone to say he could not attend. It was clear from what was ' 
said that he was indignant that Messersmith should have an 
official conference in his office. Later it was made plain by Gor- 
don that he thought'! had degraded myself by participating in 
discussion anywhere but in the Embassy office. He is an indus- 
trious career man with punctilio developed to the nth degree. 

sG. Wednesday. .This morning Frederick Oeclisner 
United Press correspondent, revealed the usual intense feeling 
of most American newspaper folk toward^ the new German 
government. A Uttlc later two Chase National Bank officials 
called to dUcuss German financial contracts for paying Ameri- 
can debts. They acknowledged the foolishness of loans in 1926 
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based on the Datvcs plan expectations, billions loaned on doubt- 
ful security. . ~ 

Edgar Mowrer called at^i^ und asked me to a luncheon, 
quite private, at his house, where I met a youffg Von Moltke, 
grandson of the famous general, and Rosenstock, a Je^vish pro- 
fessor in the University of Breslau, now in the Geiman Forci^ 
Office. Since they showed cxtraordinaiy’ understanding of his- 
tory, I directed tlie conversation along scholarly lines rfltl^ 
than* those of sharp governmental criticisn\,__con5cious of the 
'danger of bdng.quotcd. ^ ^ 

In the afternoon Professor Otto Hoetzsch of the University 
of Berlin, former rriember of the Reichstag and well-known 
intemationalist, called. He talked of liis visit to Williamstotyi 
in 1928 or 1929, of his visit to Mr. Hoover in the While 
House, and of his comparative satisfaction with the Hitler r^ 
gime.‘ So far nearly all university men seem to acquiesce in 
their own intimidation, but one sees that it is fear of unem- 
ployed status rather than a willing surrender. • 

One of the many social worker folk who can never sec two 
sides of any problem came in to recount her experiences stud^ 
ing German- “siedlungcn** (settlements) for unemployed 
around industrial centres. She thought them almost ided solu- 
tions of the unemployment problem. ■* * 

July 28. Friday. Dr. Fritz' Haber, perhaps'’ the foremost 
cheirust in Germany, brought a letter from Henry Morgen- 
thau, Jr., of New York -and told the saddest story of Jcivish 
persecution I have yet heard. He is sixty-five years old, has sp- 
oils heart trouble, and has been dismissed from his position 
without the pension to which he was entitled under the law 
prior to the Nazi regime. He wished to know the possibilities 
in America for emigrants with distinguished records here in 
science. I could only say that the law allowed none now, tlic 
, quota being filled. I promised to write the Department of 
Labour to know if any favourable ruling might he made for such 
people. As he s^d good-bye, he insisted that 1 be careful in 
mentioning his case, as consequences might be bad. Poor old 
man, thought I, though be is only one year older than myself. 
He was going to Spain to sec if there was any possibility there. 
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Such treatment can only bring to the government ivhich 
practises such terrible cruelty. 

July 31. Monday. I ^v^te a letter to Daniel C. Roper de- ^ 
scribing in some dfetall tlic characters of some of the men in the *■ 
diplomaUc service, thur false notion of their real functions, the 
effects of several rich men here as ambassadors and tire sharp 
rivalries of counsellors and consul-generals. 

4 uguil I. Tuesdt^. Joseph. E. Riddcr, son of the man 
thc.sainc name' who ovmed and edited the New York Staald^'” 
zeitung during the Wilson era, called at 1 1 . The Siaatszeitung 
is now his property. He explained the difficult position of this 
paper in. 1914 when German-Americans demanded it support 
the HohenzoUem policy while New Yorkers were s^vinging 
more and more towards the Allied side. In the end, the Staats- 
^'lung gave its allegiance to Wilson and his administration. I- 
askedj^ about George Sylvester \^ereck and his connections 
with*Gennan propagandists. He said “the German Govern- 
ment gave Viercck §100,000 to push their cause,” adding that . 
the recipient did not really Vender Germany any important 
service. The Bidders do not fancy Viercck. They are now 
enthusiastic supporters of President Roosevelt. 

Walter S*. Rogers was the- next vidtor. His prindpal %vi3h is 
to have theJSmbassy accept one of the Fellows of the Insti- 
tute of Current World Affairs, of wWch he is the director, to 
study the strange* emotional life of Germany and subrftit a re- 
port which is to be kept coofidradal in his New York office a 
copy to be sent to the State Department for the information of 
government officials. I rvas too new in my position to make 
‘any promises, nor could I sec fiow such a student could do 
more than a mere historian, for the German authorities will 
not think orj 4 yin 7 „fwLncre«-»cc*h.«r.dnraunscviCo,'Vi'uvcn^tu 
their labour and other camps, to their poUtical opponents. The 
newspapers tell nothing except by indirect suggestion. They are 
all under government control. I told him I would tliinV the 
matter over and write him later. 

August s. bed with a cold. But the Consul- 

General came to report on another case : A young New York 
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Student in one of the German universities who bad 
himself a Communist had been arrested about July i 
incommunicado in spite of all the efforts of thc^ Consul 
cral. About July 24, Messersnuth sent his assistant to 
‘ him and ascertain the facts. The newspaper men had Icam 
most of the facts and wished to feature the matter in the Amen 
can press. * « 

A little later in the day Edg..- Mowrer and young n- 
Knickerbocker came to me and WL>he‘d permission p . 
rthe story in the Chicago Daily News and the'*AVa» Tot): f 5 • 
They did not tell me what -I learned later, that ^cy 
already cabled the stbry to thur papers. Nor did Mks^®i 
tell me that he had given them permission. ^ , . 

The next day he was brought to Berlin for examination aa 
it soon developed that he was guilty of the German charg^ 
and ,aTv mdsseteet sort of feUovr. He was released and hastcnco 
off secretly to New York. The facts now reported, the 
papers so much concerned declined to feature the story wO 
he disappeared entirely from the scene. It was a characteristic 
incident. 

’ August 3. Thursday. Mr. Gustav OberJaender, founder of 
the Oberlacnder Trust which sends a group of young scholars 
to Germany each year to study life and institutions, 'came to 
call. He said he was about to abandon his ventuip on the advice 
of his directors. The reason was the cruelties inflicted by the 
government on Jews. He asked my Sdvice, * •' 

I said: Do not cease your work; it’s a’good time to study 
Germany ; besides the Jewsh troubles may not continue. He 
went out doubting still. He was on his way to see Adolf Hitler, 
and would then decide. He is one of the many wealthy Jews 
who were more German than the Germans during the World 
War and who gave huge sums to all kinds of undertakings. 
Now he is naturally embarrassed that his race is so ruthlessly 
treated. But, I feel, why not give the proceeds of millions of 
invated dollars t6 young Americans to study German, life and 
institutions. ^ 

At 11.30 KmI von Wiegand, for tiventy-five years Hcarst 
correspondent in Gennany and now with the whole of Europe 
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for lus terrain, called* 1 had rccciv^ a letter from Colonel 
House about Idm. Hejmprcssed me most favourably. He is a 
rather close friend of the exiled Kaiser; he was also intimate 
^tvith the leaders of the German Republic; later sympatlietic 
^vith the^HitlCT group, he quite well acquainted with Von* 
lindenburg. He tola me that in April, 1918, when the Ger- 
mans were so near Paris, and a little later when French work- 
ng*men, 400,000 strong, ^v^e on strike, he had a visa from 
he American Govcmme^,t and was authorized by Colonel 
douse to go'to Sweden/ whence he was to go to Germany to 
prepare prclinunary terms for a separate peace. He said Colonel 
House had cabled for permission and -that House awaited 
cventS'beforc authorizing his departure. The turn of the tide 
prevented Von Wiegand’s mission. Clemenceau settled the 
strike and restored the morale of the French army. 

_No mention of anything like this has cvct been made in any 
^lustory of the war 1 have seen; nor is there reference to it in 
House’s Diary. I doubt the accuracy of the story. But Von 
Vdegand impressed me as the sort of man well enough in- 
formed to consult on occasion. 

August 5. Saturday. Professor R. G. Harrison of Yale Uni- 
versity cjUled. He seemed to be about seventy years old. He 
reported that a distinguished woman professor of Berlin Uni- 
versity, tvho had been under strict United States Government 
survdUance at Vale during the war as a possible German spy, 
was in jail as a Je>vess*'and dismissed from her position. Harri- 
son thought'so well of her that he asked whether I could' 
mtervene. As she was a German citizen I could make no move, 
e said there was a great conference of sdehtists (biological, 
cUeve) to be held at^Oxford in two weeks. This woman >vas 
tne «ccu %so!^d be ^sesV4-^•dde 

ol Germany if she were detained, J’Can you put me in contact 
with any German official so that I can lay the facts before him?” 
1 sent him to Consul-General Mcsscrsmith. *rhat afternoon the 
^nsul-General introduced Harrison over, the phone to the 
Secret Police Chief, Rolf Diels. Messersnuth-said : ‘Tt is not 
our \ simply -wish yon to haow thf circumstances and 
possmie consequences.” Diels ssdd: “Tell the Herr Pro- 
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fcssor to come to dmc tomorrow; \vc wll see what can be 
done ’* *■. 

A stranger figure came at 1 1 30 Professor John P Coar, 
according to “^Vho’s ^Vho” a distinguished professor of Ger- 
man Literature and Philosophy m Canada, but bom se\cntj^ 
two >cars before, of American parents, in Berlin He is retired 
on a pension and Ii\es near Boston He i? lame m otic leg, 
digmficd and agreeable , -v 

He wished to speak in all confidence He told me he had 
been a personal fnend of AdolfL Hitler and he fiad advised 
‘Hitler against the putsch in Bavana in 1923 Hitler still 
granted him interviews and be ivishcd to go to the Rcjchskanz- 
Icr’s summer place in Bavana m a few days He offered to 
bring back an accurate report on the Hitler conversation, if I 
would give him a note to President Roosc^ltZto whom he 
wished to make a final report 

August 0 Wtintsday Professor Coar came again, saying he 
was going away on the itth or 12th, Friday or Saturfay, to 
visit Hitler The chief Nazi Party adviser, Rudolf Hess, was 
taking him by airplane He presented a bnef letter to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt which he wished me to read and then put into 
the next pouch to Washington I agreed and he departed quite 
anxious about Germany’s foreign policy and somewhat hopeful 
that he could influence the Chancellor I told him the Jewish 
problem must be solved m a diHcrcnt way, tlia^ German ex- 
ports would continue to fall if the ruthlessness were not aban- 
doned , and that the belligerent tone of German conduct would 
almost certainly lead to international boycott I concluded The 
Nazis do not seem to me to know what are the natural conse- 
quences of ruthless procedure Goar agreed entirely 

August 10 Thursday David Levinson, Jewish lawyer from 
Philadelphia who looks defimtdy Jewish and who has play^ 
a role in civil hberties cases m the Umted States, came to call 
He had power of attorney for the defence in the Reichstag 
fire case which is to be tried m Leipzig on September 21 He 
wished a letter to some German authority which he might use 
in his appheauon for a place on the defence side of the tnal 
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1 could uol give him the letter but suggested that he call on 
Louis'?. Lochner, Associated Press correspondent. 

Augusi ir. Friday. The brother of a former German official 
came to' talk over the problem^ of the Carnegie Foundation 
plan for a new chmr in the University of Berlin and for better 
inlemational understanding.’ He at once revealed anxiety for his 
own safety,' talked of possible contacts iWth eminent German 
scholare \vho' are not-^ little distressed over Nazi coercion of 
•'uniVeTsil^ life,' and said that -when the opportunity offers, these . 
men will reveal themselves as champions of submerged cul- 
tural Germany. I was” sorry indeed to see such an able and^^ 
competent young scholar under such duress. 

Winthrop W. Aldrich, President of the Chase National 
Bank, New York, came at 11.30 to express satisfaction with 
the German financial plan under which repudiation of German 
bonds sold to Americans would not be announced. He was not 
completely satisfied, but measurably so. He said : "How unfor- 
tunate for us were those loans !” But he was on his way to 
tUtler’s quarters with Reichsbank president Schacht and the 
'Mimstcr of Economics Schmitt. He would let me know what 
the Rdchskanzlcr’s policy was. 

Late in the afternoon Messersmith and ’directors of the 
United States Lines came to report the foolish order of German- 
American lines, supported by the government, to the effect that 
nobody leaving Germany ought buy tickets for any transporta- 
tion costing ihdfe than 200 marks, t.e., on* any but German 
ships. This would compel all travellers to take ship on German 
Unts. The order vjoold promptly put American and British 
companies out of competition. I sent a cable at once to Wash- 
ington. The State Department moved slowly, but American 
shipping interests gave notice in New York that all American 
travellers would be advised to avoid German lines. In a few 
daja the German Government announced abandonment of their 
policy and gave a lame excuse. It is another illustration of Nazi 
clumsiness in intemationsd affairs. 

- • dajinl y Smday. We drove southward today to Witten- 
berg and Leipzig over the Potsdam road, arriving at the Luther 
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diurch at ii o’clocL We could not enter because the doors 
^se^c barred against travcllcn, unlike my experience of 1C90 or 
1O99 when I \nsitcd tins ancient Reformation towm. In Uiosc 
days I participated in or sat through the service. 

Not much of the Luther spirit, remains now. Tlic towi is 
four times as lai^e as 1111899 — an industrial centre. Noticing a 
Nazi parade, I happened to catcli the expression of an onlook- 
ing policeman. It was not approring. After an hour, loitering 
about the older parts of the town, we drtSVc on towards Leipzig. 
Wc arrived at one o*<Jock and drove to the old Market Place' 
and tlicn went to Aucrbach*s Keller for dinner — an excellent 
meal for 3 maria ivitliout wine, tvhich I do not drink save on 
’formal occasions and then only a smaU amount. 

William and Martha drove on later towards Munich, a young 
journalist, Quentin Reynolds, of the Hcarst service, being 
Avith them. Mattie, my wife, and I rested in the hotel some 
hours and went to the old Market House restaurant for supper 
^vhere >ve got a good meal for a marks. Aftc^^va^ds we took a 
walk about the old, narrow streets to Das AJte Theater, where 
I used to see in my student days Lessing, Schiller and Goethe 
adapted to children’s needs. It had been my way of trying to 
learn German. Wc strolled through the famous BrUhlstrasse, 
headquarters for centuries of Jewish merchants and fur auc- 
tioneers, and back to our hotel where wc retired unrecognized 
by anybody and so most comfortable, 

^ August 14. Monday. Wc joined a party of Sightseen and 
Were driven, over the city until X2 30. We saw the different 
divisions of the university and the abandoned palaces of the 
wealthy who lost their fortunes in the World War or immedi- 
,atcly thereafter. It was a dreary section of the city. One great 
mansion after another was a solemn reminder of the follies 
the great men of 1914 allowed to be perpetrated. 

The most imposing structure in the city is the massive monu- 
ment to ^he German victory of Leipzig oyer Napoleon I in 
October, 1813, when 80,000 men were killed and buried or 
theis VhTcrwn into Plisse river. The huge stone tower 

was built in 1913-14 by the Imperial Government. Onechmbs 
^ the.immcnse stairs to a resting place, then enters the tower and 



JUNE 8 , 1933 TO OCTOBER I I, 1033 37 

dimbs about fifty feet more to a corridor around the inside of 
the building and under the dome. There our party paused to 
hear Nazi as well as Imperial propaganda about the power and 
heroism of the German people. Four huge stone figures arc 
supposed to tell the story. One of them represents a mother 
nursing twn children at her huge breasts; another shows a 
philosopher-teacher with a German youth sitting at his feet; 
another represents the God of War; and the fourth is a gener- 
ous soul lending aid to the poor and helpless. It was all most 
intetesring to one who could keep in mind the ambitions and 
the blunders of the German folk. The suggestive explanations 
of the guide were distinctly Nazi in character. 

When the tour was over we paid our bill at the hotel, after 
a little risit to the main hall of the university, and took a train 
for Berlin where we arrived about 5 o’clock. 

August 16. Wednesday. Professor Goar came again to de- 
scribe his risit tvith Hitler. He had spent two hours with the 
Chancellor, tvith Hess as a witness. Goar reported that Hitler 
talked wildly about destroying all Jews, insisting that no other 
nation had any right to protest and that Germany was showing 
the world how to rid itself of its greatest curse. He considered 
himself a sort of Messiah. He would re-arm Germany, absorb 
Austria and finally move the capital to Munich. There were 
other and equally important points, but Goar was not at liberty 
to mention them. He thought Hitler had no comprehension of 
foreign attitudes or the significance of the economic effects of 
his Je^vish programme. 

At dinner James McDonald and his wife talked well. With 
them were the Messersmiths and the Mowrers. There was 
some discussion of Mosvrcr’s trouble on account of his stories 
of Nazi behaviour towards all foreigners who do not salute of 
'vho look like Jews. Mo^vre^ is under instructions to leave Ger- 
many on September 6. I felt at the end that Mowrer was al- 
most as vehement, in his way, as the Nazis, but I could under- 
stand his point of view, 

. 4 ugtaf ffl. Friday, Porty representatives of the American 
IVomcn^ Club of Berlin came to pay their respects and to 
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listen to Mr Gordon talk a little ‘about the situation in Ger- 
many under Nazi rule. * 

At 9 o’clock Fntz, the butler in our new mansion — rather 
the old one where we live m a manner whicli requires a butler — 
reported that a Professor Langbcine wished to speak to me 
over the telephone \Vlien I took up the recover I recognized 
the voice of Professor Goar, who is long legged ' He reported 
that a fnend of his and Hess had returned from a visit to the 
Fuehrer, but he called the Fuehrer No i, Hess No 2 and his 
friend No 3 There was no change m Hitler’s attitude He 
spoke without m any way allowing a possible eavesdropper to 
grasp his meaning or anybody’s name, I wonder what game he 
is playing Such is the German situation, and I am learning 

August ig Saturday I recaved an invniation today from 
the Foreign Office asking me, as well as all other members of 
the diplomatic corps, to attend a great demonstration meeting 
of the Nazi Party and its Fuehrer in Numberg, September a 
and 3 Elaborate train and hotel service was offered at the 
expense of the government It was plain that the invitation 
came by order of the Hitler chiefs and the word “Parta” 
(Party) was used three times m the first paragraph of the let- 
ter I saiv at once that attendance would be embarrassing and 
concluded that I would not attend unless all other ambassadors 
did I suggested that Mr Gordon ascertain the French atti- 
tude, and continued debating in ray own mind whether I would 
refuse to attend even if all the other diplomats went 

August SI Monday I lunched with Dr Hans DieckhofT at 
the Adlon Hotel on Unter den Linden President Rufus von 
Kleinsmid of the Umvcrsity of Southern Califomia was the 
'gUest of honour There were about twenty members of the gov- 
ernment circle present at an daborate luncheon with three 
kinds of wine 1 took only a sip or tvs o 
After the luncheon some Foreign Office men gathered about 
me to determine, if possible, my attitudes The Minister of 
Education. Bemhard.BaKt- x’tho-yinkpJVf'F.rjorlLslv -venmsd.tnjjfi.*’ 
concerned I talked of German historians Mommsen, Von 
^Ranke and the rest Rust said the Jews had forced Mommsen 
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to omit certain passages from his Reman Histo^ because it 
reflected on the “chosen people.” 1 listened. He said the pub- 
lishers compelled him to do it. I listened. Aside from historical 
discussion I said little tliat could be reported, but I did allow 
my gervcral agreement with the cultural Germany of 1900 to 
be obvious. 1 bade the party farewell at 4. o’clock. As I walked 
out of the door of the hotel, the chief butler followed me to 
help me into my car. He was astonished, perhaps disgusted, 
when he sa^v me walk off briskly towards the Embassy. 

At 4.30 the Spanish Ambassador called (very pleasantly 
unconventional because neither of us had been officially rc- 
crived) to talk over possible attendance, at the Nttmbcrg show. 

I implied that I would not go and added that precedents in 
American history were all against it, referring to Lord Sack- 
ville’s and Jackson’s cases {the first under Cleveland in 1888, 
the second under Madison in j8ii). The Spanish Ambassador 
spoke Gennan about as well or as badly as I did. We went 
over the matter thoroughly and dgreed, though I did not say 
positively what I would do, as it was my first meeting with 
Wm. 

August ss. Tutsdqy. I asked for instructions from the State 
Department and I received a non-committal reply insofar as 
the American Government was concerned, but they added they 
would support anything I decided to be the right thing to do. 

I at once made up mV mind not to go, even if all other am- 
bassadors went. 

At tQ.45 Edgar Mowrer called to talk over his case, the 
State Department having advised hb ^vilhd^a^vaI. At 11.15, 
Dr. Dieckhoflf of the Fordgn Office came in to ask for Mow- 
Tcr’s immediate departure. Dieckhoff talked about a number 
of- sjihi/j'Js, VJhTA bft. vioiiL vu ‘Ait nrJi -uire-; -int hanger' o1 
Mowreris being phVsically attacked, especially if he went to 
Niimberg to report the Party demonstration. TIte government 
already bad guards about Mowrer’s house and office. In view 
of the intensity of feeling and the danger of another “atrocity,” 

I agreed to advise Mosvrer to go by September 1. Dieckhoff* 
said he would give him all possible protection, 
men Diecklioff went out. Group Leader Karl Ernst of the 
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Berlin S.A. (Storm Troops) came in to apologize for violence 
done to Dr. ^^uIvihill, a medical spcciaHst here working on 
lung problems. Mulvihill, standing on the turb of Untcr den 
Linden and not saluting when S.A. troops marched by, was 
knocked down and taken asvay unconscious. Messersmilh de- 
manded immediate punishment of the* offender, who was 
promptly put into prison. The Secret Police Chief, Rolf Diels, 
had ordered Ernst to apologize. 

As the young officer clicked his boots together and gave the 
Hitler gesture, I arose, returning the greeting as best I saw 
fit and listened to his German confessions of regret and his 
promise that such a thing would not happen again. ^Vhcn he 
was done, I asked him to be seated and then read him a lecture 
on the dangers of such behaviour on the part of his followers. 
He protested to me that he was sincere and resolute in his 
promise to put a stop to violence towards foreigners. He arose, 
stood at attention, sauted, made a Prussian bow and went out. 
I was not a little amused. At i o^cIock, I explained to Messer- 
smith that the amends were properly made. He said; “The 
incidents will go on.” 

August sg. Wednesday. After a busy morning, I called on 
Under-Secretary of State von Bulow in his office on the Wil- 
helmstrasse. Mr. Gordon accompanied me, and being persona 
non grata in the Toreign Office, he said to me; “I expect to be 
left standing outside half an hour.” But Von BlUow came into 
the reception-room in two minutes. Wc sat around a table and 
talked agreeably for fifteen minutes about unemployment re- 
lief and international relations. I made the move to go but 
talked a moment about Von Bulow’s uncle who left a remark- 
able-autobiography, though I spoke only of Von Billow’s C?rr- 
man Politics published in 19x6, an excellent critique of German 
foreign relations before 1914 as well as ofGerman ineptitude 
in foreign affairs. 

At 4.30 the same day Von Bolow returned my call and he 
^remained nearly an hour. We agreed on most subjects dis- 
cussed. I spoke of Ernst’s apology and he promised to do alJ 
he could with the Police Department to stop further offences. 
He said German foreign relations were very acute, and that 
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“the hostility of Jews in the United States did much 
harm.'* ^ 

I ashed if there would be any reason given for aggrcpion 
on the French, or Austrian border. He said: *‘Not a single 
aggressive move vtiU be made; but we must have air-dcfcncc 
and anti-tank guns regardless of the Versailles Treaty, if con- 
tinued offensive armament goes on in France. Germany has 
the right to arm if other nations violate the treaty and arm. 
On this point we arc all united in Germany, but you must not 
think all this marclung in the streets is simply war-like. It is 
the needful discipline of our unemployed I’J 1 made no com- 
ment. We then talked of other less pressing themes, though he 
did come back to the subject to say: "“The Chancellor will 
make a pacifist speech at Nomberg.” I replied that I was glad, 
but did not refer to my doubts or my decision not to attend 
the meeting. We parted very agreeably. 

Augu:t 35 . Friday. Dr. Karl Wehner of the Dcrliner Tage- 
hlaii, who Tcccnlly published in his paper a very compreben- 
tive review of my Colton Kingdom^ came to talk about possible 
reviews of other books of mine. 1 gave him a copy of my 
Woodrow Wilson, not for review but for a study of my ideas 
of economic and international problems during the Wilson era. 
He said he would come again when he had finished the book. 
I wonder. 

At la o’clock George Sylvester Vicreck came with a letter 
from Colond House. Vicreck impressed me as unstable, a real 
pro-Naai, here to see officials of the government. We had him 
to lunch and I still felt it a little unsafe to talk frankly with 
him. His manner makes me uneasy. I think Colonel House 
has been imposed upon. He should know better. Viereck-^aid 
he was going to NUroherg and would rttutu and tben bring 
^e young Hohenzollerrv Prince Friedrich to see the family, 
if we were wiling. 


August s6. Saturday. I sent a reply to the German invitation' 
to NQmberg. I declined it on the grounds of pressure of work, 
though the miun reason was my disapproval of a government 
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mvitition to a Party convention I was also sure the behaviour 
of the dominant group would be embarrassing 

August s8 Mondaj H C MacLean, chief of American 
Commercial AttaclKls in Europe, with headquarters in Pans, 
called We conferred wth our Commercnl Attach^ here, Doug- 
las Miller, who speaks German fluently and is married to a 
German ^vifc My first acquaintance with his work came only 
a day or two agtf when his adimrablc survey of German con 
diOons under the Hitler regime came to my desk, exceedingly 
well done 

More interesting for the moment was the visit of H V 
Kaltcnbom,. European news analyst for the Columbia Broad 
casung System His work has been to assess Hitler and the 
Nazi movement and prepare mfbrmed radio addresses m the 
Uiutcd States about present dayjGermany 

August sg Tuesday Karl von Wiegand called again He is 
just back from ajoumey to Vienna, Geneva, Pans and London 
His story was amazmg Chancdlor Engelbert DoUfuss of 
Vienna had given him a six hour interview, dnving through 
the mountains of Austria DolITuss has defeated the planned 
Hitler putsch over the Austnan border, which had been set for 
September 6 ,The abandonment of the scheme was due to the 
growing Austrian dislike of the Nazis and to MussoLni s inter 
venUon on the side of DoUfuss Von Wiegand reported Doll 
fuss as saying ‘There wiU not be a putsch aftcr^the great 
Ntlmberg Party Congress in September ” I was convinced, and 
was also inclined to thmk the failure of France, England, the 
United States and Spam to participate in the Nazi Party Day 
has been influential in the same direction 

He then told me that France was completing her treaty wnth 
Russia (Edouard Hemot was then on the way to Moscow), 
according to which Russia would support any French move 
against Germany Also it would soon be shown that Germany 
had bought a vast amount of airship materials in Russia and 
nW Fcstxce Aau’ seizea' tins matenai' fiecause the Ireaty of 
Versailles had been violated France and England were m 
accord and svould show a solid front m the event of any warlike 
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attitude on the part of Germany. However, a boycott would be . 
tried fint, then a blockade. 

Finally Von Wlcgand reported that the night before he had 
cabled— rather long-distance telephoned— to tlic Hcarst news 
service in London the contents of President von Hindenburg’s 
tviU: (1) A Hohcnzollcm would be urged upon the German 
people; (2) Hitler >vas to be Chancellor with limited powers; 
and (3) there was to be a restoration of popular participation 
in the government. * ' 

I asked him if it were not dangerous to transmit the con- 
tents of a man’s will that way. He said : “I am sure of the 
facts ; my information comes from one of Von Hindenburg’s 
intimate friends, and I think the world ought to know the 
facts. Of course the Secret Police here know what I have done. 

I have intimations that I am soon to be cited to appear before 
Diels, Secret Police Chief.’ -I told him he should not allow 
himself to be ordered out of the country. Mowrer is a lesson in 
this. Von Wiegand impressed rae as half ready to be made a 
martyr, I was, however, a little astounded to hear his story. 

In the afternoon Whiting Williams, Saturday Evening Post 
)vriter, came to give me a strange tale of Russian woe, a ten- 
thousand-word story, soon to appear in print, of starving mil- 
lions of peasants. He asked for a letter to President Roosevelt 
wWeb 1 said I might give him, but I am not sure. I could 
hardly believe 20,000,000 were starving in Soviet Russia I 

Augtisi 30. Wednesday. I went with the Embassy staff, each 
' of us in dress suit, top hat and all that, to present my creden- 
tials to President von Hindenburg. My three-page statement 
was conv^tional except for the inclusion of “German people” 
as the object of my mission, and also the statement of German 
intellectual life as of great interest and_imijnrtanrn.tn.thfi,t}en;jjft, 
of th^-dJnitcd States. The President responded in vigorous 
language and laid particular emphasis upon what I said about 
the German people and culture. The President and I sat on 
the “preferred sofa” while Von Neurath, Von EUlow and Hans 
Otto Mdssner, Foreign Office chieE, the last-named being the 
V President’s secretary, sat about the table in front of the Presi- 
' dent and myself. 
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The conversation turned upon President^oosevelt and eco- 
nomic problems in the United States and Germany. I said there 
have been strong differences of opinion about the President in 
Washington but that his decision had been against economic 
nationalism, recently urged upon him. Von Hindenburg as- 
serted vigorously his doubts of economic nationalism as a solu- 
tion for a distressed and unemployed people. He stressed the 
subject of international relations so pointedly that I thought 
he meant Indirect criticism of the Nazi extremists. 

After fifteen minutes, of agreeable exchange of conversation 
in which I was asked about my Gennan university life and his- 
tory teachers, I moved a little as a sort of gesture. I thought it 
was time to go and in a minute 1 arose and went into an adjom- 
ing room where I introduced the members of the Embassy staff 
to the President. That over, I retired to the entrance hall and 
marched sedately out of the building with the uniformed Von 
Bassowitz on my left, my staff trailing behind. When we drove 
away, several companies of the Reichswehr stood at attention 
on both sides of the street. It was aU over and I was at last a 
duly accepted representative of the United States in Berlin. 

At 5 o’clock I called upon the Papal Nuncio ^vho lives in a 
marvdious palace not a httlc unbecoming to the priestly garb 
and ascetic look of its master. We spoke Gennan fairly w«^ 
for fifteen irunutes. He could not go to NUmberg — the Catholic 
Conference at Trier compelled his attendance. I asked if he 
thought there were any Christians left in the world. He 
shrugged his shoulders but said “Yes ” I asked about the Papal- 
Hitlcr concordat and he approved the idea. He finished the 
conversation with enthusiastic support of absolute religious free- 
dom and separation of church and state ! That from an orthodox 
Catholic ! _ , , 

Augtut 31. Thursday. ^Vc lunched with a delightful ^b^rty of 
German scholars. The conversation was in German and Eng- 
lish and of a very high cltaracter. There were some Nazi offi- 
cials present. I show ed the Germans how President Roose%'dt 
,|j3S'xnanagcd public opinion thus far and how his opponents 
•nrc brought into line without ruthless treatment. One of the 
Nazis said : “ He Is wise not to ask for hU pow ers for too long 
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a pcnod ” There was general indirect acknowledgment that 
Hider has undertaken too much and for too long a penod If 
I had known at the .beginning that there were several Nazi 
leaders present, I might have given my part of the talk a 
somewhat different direction 

September i Friday Henry Mann of the National City 
Bank spoke of the conversation he and Mr Aldnch had had 
some ten days before ivith the Chancellor at his summer place 
The ideas advocated by Hitler were the same as those he had 
advanced to Professor Coar He is a fanatic on the Jewish prob- 
lem He has no conception of international relationships He 
considers himself a German Messiah But despite Hitler’s atti- 
tude these bankers feel they can work with him 

September j Tuesday The stately Papal Nuncio called and 
we talked agreeably in German, our only means of communi- 
cation At 5 in the afternoon I made my second formal call, on 
the French Ambassador, Andri Fran?ois-Poncct, in his beauti- 
ful palace on Untcr den Linden, by the Brandenburger Tor (a 
monument to commemorate Frendi defeat ’) We talked Eng- 
lish for a while but rather conventionally I stayed just twelve 
minutes by my watch 

Septev^er 6 Wednesday Von Pnllwlz, a former German 
Ambassador to ^Vashington, called at i x and talked rather cau- 
tiously about the problems before the Hitler government I 
understood from Representative Robert Bacon of New York 
that Von Pnttvntz stood m some danger of imprisonment, but 
he told me that the Reichskanzler had recently received him 
and showed a conciliatory spint The former Ambassador will 
now <M}ffn-a-hnsjorss,n/Hf^'n.Bfl:imi'wthi'U’View*fO'usnig’ius 
American contacts to advantage He impressed me as a good 
deal of a diplomat but m a somewhat precarious situation wnth 
reference to his own government 
^Vc went to lunch formally with Dr Dieckhoff m Dahlem 
My wife and Martha were with me The Reichsbank president, . 
Dr Schacht, Mayor Sahm of Berlin— sc\en feet tall with -a. 
nafe SIX feet tall and a httlc broad, too, and other members of 
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the government circle were present After retiring from the 
table, Schacht told a story of a conversation last May with 
President Roosevelt, whom he professed to admire, in which 
he asked wh^ there was no ambassador on his way to Berlin 
The President replied that he’ was having a hard time finding 
a man ivho knew German life, who sympathized with the 
German people m their dilemma, and who could speak 
German 

A little later Schacht expressed regret that I had not been 
able to go to NUmberg I quickly replied that the invitation 
had been to a purely Party gathering and that it was generally 
regarded m the Umted States as highly improper for an am- 
bassador or mimster to attend I cited Lord SackviUe’s case in 
1 888 and other similar incidents in support of my decision He 
seemed not to have thought of that as others also had not, 
according to their part in the conversauon It was an agreeable 
party, the conversation mostly in German We ate duck and 
sauerkraut 

September 7 Thursde^ I had been told by the etiquette 
authorities of my staff that I must give a reception to all the 
diplomatic corps soon after the formal acknowledgment, by the 
President of Germany, of my status They said there would be 
some forty or fifty people But before the day arrived and after 
invitations had gone out I was informed that each diplomat 
would bnng members of his staff ' 

So today the show began at 5 o’clock The Embassy rooms 
had been prepared, flowers abounded everywhere, a great 
punch bowl was filled with the accustomed hquors Mr Gor- 
don and m^’self, ^^nth Count von Basseivitz, protocol official, 
introduced the ambassadors and ministers as they came Many 
distinguished people came, including Von Neurath, Schacht 
and the French Ambassador There was a Lttle talk, a little 
commingbng of the offiails of vanous countnes, and over two 
hundred names in our guest book It ivas not a bad affair, and 
cost 700 marks 

Seplember 8 Friday The Spanish Ambassador, Luis Zulueta, 
called and we bad a half hour’s talk m German He impressed 
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me as most reasonable and wise. He was formerly a professor 
of plulosophy in the University of Madrid — thus a little my 
o\'m land of man. 

September Ji. ^fondqy. I returned formal calls of the Irish 
and Hungarian Ministers, the latter very poorly housed on 
the third floor of an ancient apartment. But he ^vas very agree- 
able and intelligent, as most of them seem to be. He spoke of 
having Hungary re-annexed to Austria and both economically 
annexed to Germany. He was quite undiplomatic in placing his 
cards all on the table. 

I then returned the call of the Spanish Ambassador, ele- 
gantly housed in a palace built and furnished during the hey- 
day of German imperialism, far too elaborate for the present 
modest and intellectual rcpresentative'of modem Spain, if there 
is such a thing as modem Spain It was plain that wc are far 
more akin than a Spaniard and an American are supposed to be. 

In the evening we all went to dine with Professor Erich 
Marcks, under whom 1 studied for my German degree. There 
was a delightful company: two young sons, officers in the 
Reiebswehr, a Herr Drexlcr of the Foreign Office and hb ^vife, 
a Dutch woman with a sense of humour and bushy hair, Mrs. 
Marcks and other members of tbe family. Conversation was 
historical, political and very lively as Marcks is gifted with a 
lugh sense of humour. The talk was half German, half English. 

September is. Tuesday. At i2 o’clock Monsieur Fran5ois- 
Poncet came, a half hour ahead of the appointed time, and 
remained forty minutes. The conversation began in English. It 
soon shifted to German which the Ambassador speaks admir- 
ably, having been a student in Berlin before the World War. 
It was clear from the beginning that htf svas excited. He re- 
peated a very disagreeable conversation he had had the day 
before svith Baron von Neurath. It was plain that they had 
dbagreed sharply and he wbhed me to too^v how tense arc 
the relations between the French and the Germans. 

He said : "They gave a play last Sunday before a large audi- 
ence in which Germany was represented as a great area with 
two dbsevered sections^cggjng to be returned. The German 
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people were represented by a group of Brown Shirt men, be- 
draggled prisoners, disarmed and helpless. French soldiers 
armed to the teeth, Englishmen and Americans stood by ap- 
provingly. The whole scene ivas desfgned to stir the deepest 
hostility against France, as also against the rest of the world. 
I made strong protest to the Foreign Minister who simply 
shrugged his shoulders. He made a promise to stop such in- 
sults. And it was plain to me that he had no power to effect 
any change, even if he wished.” 

Monsieur Franjois-Poncet, a handsome, imposing-looking 
person, was much excited. He insisted that war is almost cer- 
tain to come. In my opinion, economic conditions are better 
than at any time since I have been here. The Nazis have the 
press and their chiefs under such discipline and control that 1 
feel there wiU be no outbreak for some time, perhaps a year. 
As for international relations, the situation is too problematical 
to estimate the future. 

I asked him if he had read Lloyd George’s translated article 
in last Sunday’s Vossisthe 4 Zeiluag. He said he had not. I then 
repeated its main points, ^vlth its conclusion about the last war : 
“If it were all to do over again, I should decide exactly as I 
did then.” The Ambassador said “Yes,” and continued s “The 
English are coming again to recognize the German menace to 
European peace,” and he returned to his former warning that 
unless America and England lend assistance again we are going 
to have another great war. He added : “The Germans are play- 
ing with fire now as in 1914, and I said as much to Von Neu- 
rath yesterday.” 

1 then asked whether he had heard what Von Hindenburg’s 
altitude is. He repeated exactly the story that Karl von IVic- 
gand had given me a week or two before : the President’s S'oH 
provided for a Hohcnzollem to come to the throne, for Hitler 
to be Chancellor, and for some sort of national assembly. 
M. Fran^is-Poncet added: “But it won’t be a Hohcnzollem. 
Nobody in that family js lit. The Crown Prince is idle and 
dissolute and has no will of his own, and the sons arc not old 
or promising enough. Nor would Gocbbcls allow Von Hinden- 
burg’s will to prevail. He wishes to put the Duke of Hesse on 
the-throne and make himself the real master.” I thought thc^ 
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people of Germany were inclined to give the Rciclisprcsident 
more attention, and that one of the HohenzoUems is more 
likely to be chosen than the Duke of Hesse, a violent Jew- 
baiter. ^ 

SeptmhtT 14. Thursday. Count dc Khcrchovc, Belgian Min- 
ister, spent a half hour presenting his view of the dangers of 
German rearmament. He said Belgium must rely always upon 
Britwn's support, rather tlian that of France. 

I went at 12.15 to talk things over with Baron von Ncurath, 
and remained until 1 o’clock. Von Ncurath agreed that our 
move towards Latin America, as indicated in the Montevideo 
Conference, would be serious for Germany, if it meant aban- 
donment of another economic conference to do what was 
planned at the London Conference. I illustrated the German 
ineptitude in foreign economic affain by repeating the story of 
the l^orth German Lloyd attempt early in August to prevent 
Germans or other travellers from taking passage on any but 
German ships. I showed him how fatal that order would have 
been h" Americans had applied a similar rule in New York, 
taking 80 per cent of the traffic from German vessels. He 
seemed surprised at the folly and frankly acknowledged that 
German authorities arc naive in such matters. 

1 spoke of the beatings of Americans on German streets 
when they failed to give the Hitler salute during parades. I 
cited the cases of Mulrihill, Brossard and the young son of 
H. V. KaUenbom, and said that no punishment of offenders 
had been reported^ Although Group Leader Ernst had made 
public apology in the Mulvihill case, the authorities seemed to 
pay no attention. I acknowledged that Americans were negli- 
gent hut said that "was their privilege, and that they never or 
rarely saluted their o^vn flag when they met a column of sol- 
diers. It simply is not their habit. He replied that he appre- 
ciated the gravity of the matter, especially if the State Depart- 
ment contemplated an announcement that it was unsafe for 
Americans to visit Germany. I e.xplained the newspaper atti- 
tude at home, said that I had kept ttvo or three cases out of the 
press reports and otherwise tried to prevent unfriendly demon- 
strations. He assured me he had recently gone over the matter 
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wth Gocnng, President of Prussia and Police Chief, and also 
with the Chancellor, both agreeing that stneter enforcement of 
the law would be made thereafter. He referred to a notice m 
the papers tivo days before which referred to the Commumft 
elements m the S A (storm troops) as the unruly ones He 
thought It was all over; I hoped so 

Then we talked at length about the Jesvish outrages Here 
svas a problem which seemed to give lum mucli more trouble 
Hitler means to put all jesvs out of responsible positions m 
Germany, eien to expel them from the country Von Neurath 
said ho sat on the platform a few days before m the Baden- 
Baden "sport field and no sort of affronts were given to three 
prominent Jews on the same platform I reviewed events m the 
Umted States since July 5 and showed how the boycott in 
Amcnca and England was operating and how newspapers were 
exciting liberal opinion everywhere I intimated that many lib- 
“ cral people of eminence had come to me to report their coin- 
plamts But I did not need to repeat some stones of brutahpes 
and murders that had come to me The case ivas too clear 

He asked whether we did not have a Jeivish problem in the 
United States I acknowledged that some people thought so, 
and again repeated my dislike of German brutality methods 
I continued You cannot expect world opinion of your conduct 
to moderate so long as eminent leaders bke Hitler and Goeb 
bels announce from platforms, as in Nilmbcrg, that all Jews 
must be wiped off the earth He was embarrassed as on one or 
two previous occasions He did not promise any reform, much 
as he seemed to lament the facts 

As I arose to go, I said Is there to be war^ He replied* 
"No, absolutely no " I said You must reabze that Germany 
would be ruined by another war He agreed and said 'T am 
leavmg Wednesday for Geneva where I shall support Amen- 
can demands for decreasing armaments and hope Norman 
Davis may succeed ’’ I left, a litde concerned that I had been 
sofiank and critical The Minister seemed to be in good humour 
nevertheless 

Stptmher 15 r nday One of the amusing days I The Prus- 
siaif aiithontics had invited the diplomatic corps to'attcnd the 
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formjil opening of Ihc new Council of State, substitute for the 
fonner Gcrmaif Upper House. As the thing was purely official, 

I decided to go. On the way, vast masses of Brown Shirt sol- 
diers lined the streets on both sides from the Victoriastrasse 
to the university, about a nulc— perhaps 100,000 uniformed 
' men. 

. Entering the Brandenburger Tor, the Prussian and Hitler 
flags stood on the right and the soldiers were at attention. I 
gave a half-humorous, if not sarcastic, salute, svhich was taken 
by newspaper men to mean a surrender to Party authorirics. 

It was incorrect to do so since my top hat was off and nq^alutc 
at home would be expected. But Nazi people do not un'derstand 
this. It is embarrassing not to wave to cheering people, but 
any wave can be interpreted as a Hiller salute. However, I ‘ 
waved, thus becoming to some newspeople a Nazi partisan. I 
decided my words could speak for themselves. 

When I found my place it was on the right of the speakers* 
stand. The Papal Nuncio sat next to me. It was a beautiful ball. 
Slowly the officials of the new Nazi state filed in to their seats 
, in the middle of the room. Hermann Goering, a fat ridiculous- 
looking man according to my taste, came towards his centrally 
located chair with a score of men behind Wm. He stopped and 
. gave tbe^itler salute, a click of shoe-heels, a raise of the right 
hand and a sharp Prussian bow. The diplomatic corps, follow- 
ing the suggestion of the Nuncio, bowed in the usual Engllsh- 
American easy style. 

The Prussian Minister, Goering, in Hitler uniform, began 
a long harangue which, not being in front of him, I could un- 
derstand only in broken snatches here and there. It was a pas- 
sionate oration on the meaning of the new state, the Third 
Reich, in which three or four times I discerned contemptuous 
remarks about the discarded rjarUamentary system. It is curi- 
ous: next week they are trying three or four men in Leipzig 
on a charge of treason for burning the old Reichstag building, 

1 and yet this man, next in authority to Hitler himself, denounces 
parliaracntarianism as a betrayal of Germamsm. 

The meeting adjourned about 12,30 and the diplomatic corps 
look its place on the terrace in front of the university to witness 
the marching of thousands of Prussian police, Brown Shirts and 
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Stalilhclm uoojM Some of them indulqed »n ilic absurd p‘\ndc 
iicp »n >\ljich i!ie wldicn march tMthout bending the knee— 
the gooie step— perfcctl) executed Ulien 1 diviJion of ca\alry 
follo^^cd, 1 nudged nnd xslmpeml to the Nuncio 'Sou notice 
the hones do not keep step nnd !hc> vvalk nnturall) Wliats 
the reason lhe> arenotsoolxxlicnt? The rnpaldignictrj seemed 
not to catcli the point, or he hesitated to show that he did 
I admired the horses 

Sf/>!mhtT jG SstuT^ej Von ANjegand called, after a five* 
day \asil to 1 ngland nnd reported what he considered scmi 
warlike plans of the nniish lie said 'The Bntish Cabinet 
ln\c made a formal study of a plan to blockade Germany m 
tlie caent of an outbreak, of war Tlic idea is for France, Eng 
land, Poland, Russia, Caecliosloa akia and Austna to unite to 
bar all exit and entrance ofmihtary or other goods to German) 
Belgium asould abo cooperate Tlic plan has been submitted 
to the Cabinet, but tabled for the present ” 

Sefitmbet j 8 Sundaj A young Reimcr Koch Weser, the 
son of a former Prussian'Mintster of Justice, who has studied 
in New England and has a position m a New York law firm, 
came to beg me to usewhatinflucnccl could to procure restora 
tion of his father to hn former nghts as a practising lasvycr in 
Berlin The father’s grandfather was a Jew Hence the father 
IS denied a means of luebhood in Germany He left me two 
books to prose his fatlicr’s claim to some attention as a con 
servativc liberal writer I repeated s\hat I had said a hundred 
times since July 14 I have no authonty at all to approach any 
German oHiaal about such a matter He hoped I could find 
occasion unofiicially, to mention the subject and bring a little 
pressure to bear I saiv no immediate prospect harsh as the 
ruling against the family seemed 

^ September sr niutsday Young Herbert von B smarck called 
at 12 o clock He seemed favourable m appearance about 
twewly eight yean old as I judged I said You live under the 
great disadvantage of being the grandson of the greatest states 
man Germany has ever had The handsome young man flushed 
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a little and said : “Yes, th'at’s so.” 1 then asked him Bismarck’s 
attitude in 1871 about the annexation of Alsace-Lorraine, sug- 
gesting that my interpretation of the correspondence of liis 
grandfather was to the cffccl that the great blunder \vould not 
have been made if the then Prime Minister had had his way. 

He agreed at once that Bismarck had opposed Kaiser ^ViU^am I 
and von Mollke and proposed to give the long-disputed area 
to Switzerland. We then talked of the folly of victors in most 
wars. After a bit of conversation about Germany in which he 
acknowledged friendly relations to the Nazi regime, we parted 
company, my secretary making the polite blunder of coming 
in too soon. 

Sepiemher 22. Friday. At 5 o’clock. Minister Francis While, 
long-time XJndcr-Sccretary of Stale* with Latin America for his ^ 
realm, came in to talk about the situation in Germany. He had * 
been at Prague a month where he had been putting in order, 
at much expense to the government, the famous palace (once 
belonging to Charles R. Crane) of fourteen rooms, for him- 
self, Ids vdfe and one child. He madcjhe impression of a loyal, 
industrious official, not well-informed dbout Lurope in any way. 

Mr. White and Ids wfc, Prince Friedrich Hohenzollem, son 
of the Crown Prince, now living at Potsdam, and Ernst Hanf- 
stacngl, a curious, well-to-do Hitler enthusiast since 1921, came 
to dinner. It was an interesting evening. The prince shpwed 
himself very modest, gentle-mannered and appreciative. Hanf^' 
staengl was a boisterous Harvard graduate of young Theodore 
Roosevelt’s day. When “Teddy Jr.” was mentioned, he flew 
into a rage. After dinner, he played on the piano. The party 
broke up at 10.30, the proper hour according to my taste. 

StplmUr 25. Monday. At ^ o’clock. Dr, Schacht, the Reichs- 
bank president, came to dine with Senator McAdoo, two very 
clever, stubbom-wiUed men. The latter is seventy years old 
and hardly looks to be fifty-five; the former is around fifty, I 
believe, but looks older. Conversation wasthekecnest and most 
interesting 1 have ever heard on financial subjects. The two 
men went away together. Tlus was one of the real dinners of 
our stay here thus far. , 
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Seplmber sj Wednaday Lord Aslor of the New Yorl- 
London family, called thu mommg and reported that Boston 
leaders of the Mother ChurclT (Chnstian Sacncc) had called 
him to come to Germany to protest against dissolving Christian 
Science organizations m south Germany, one of tlie soactics 
having been ruthlessly treated in Weimar I liad already learned 
of the matter and had a cable from the State Department asl* 
mg for information I told Lord Astor that I thought the mat- 
ter had been corrected by the German authorities, thinking of 
Von Neurath’s promises of September 14, and that he might 
perhaps rest easy It is the same troublesome story incxpcn- 
cnced Nazi local authonties acting hastily, and evil results vvjth 
difficulty corrected ^ -- 

I then suggested to Lord Astor that he remain in Berlin, 
study the general situation and try to sec Chancellor Hitler m 
the hope of influencing him to suppon Von Ncurath m Geneva 
as against Goebbels who was pubhcjzmg Germany as more bel- 
ligerent and reckless He agreed and I arranged with Louis P 
Lochner, the Assoaated Press correspondent, to get an inter 
view with Hitler Astor was a much more interesting and alert 
person than I had expected from the impressions I received of 
him when he was in Chicago ten years ago and I talked with 
him at Hull House 

September sg Frtdcy At lunch, tall, dark Lord Astor sat 
down with Von Blilow, one of the German Sccretancs of State 
We had an interesting interchange of views on recovery prob- 
lems but no real talk about the cntical matter of world peace 
which his Lordship carac here to promote if possible, after hiS 
Christian Science fellows arc relieved 

When the other guests had gone. Lord Astor sat down m the 
library and said * I-am to see Hitler at 6 Is there anything 
you thmk I might discuss with him to advantage’” I replied 
If you can impress upon him the importance of improving 
,Jus British and American relationships, and the need for 
Germany of an agreement as to disarmament at Geneva, you 
will only be re emphasizing what I have been urging upon 
officials at the Foreign Office After a few minutes he went 
away, not very hopeful 
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At 6.30 1 went with ^Counsellor Gordon, who was most 
anxious to go, to see Von BOlow. Gordon doesn’t gel on wdth 
Von Biilow and Von Bulow has not shown any cordial feeling 
for Gordon when wc have been together before. I suggested 
because of tWs that the First Secretary of the Embassy, Joseph 
Flack, should also go. He had prepared the data wc were to 
use in the discussion of the so-called “quota s>'stem” now being 
applied all over Europe against the United States because of 
debts and high tariffs. • ‘ < 

So we took seals by a table in the Foreign Office exactly on 
time. Von Billow and an assistant sat opposite us. Wc protested 
against a quota for Yugoslawa on imports of prunes -at low 
tariff rales and the failure 40 grant the same privilege to Amer- 
ican prune-growers. The volume of trade involved was much 
larger than I had any idea of. Von Bfllow said the arrangement 
was already fixed for eight months and it could not be modified. 
Yugoslavia allowed similar concessions to ‘German imports. 
There was nearly an hour of earnest talk but no compromise, 
except Von Billow’s remark towards the end : “The time for us 
all to agree on easier trade relations was last summer in Lon- 
don,” with which 1 concurred. Wc came away at 7.30, just as 
wise or/not wise as to German policy as before. But the Slate 
Department request had been met in full, 

October 4. Wednesday. Charles R. Crane came to talk before- 
band about his interviov with Adolf Hitler. I a3kcd_lum to ' 
stress, if the opportunity arose, two factors Avhich influence ‘ 
Germans and foreigners against the present regime: (1) The 
mass of educated and professional Germans tvho resent the 

arbitraryandNdolcntbchaviourofmanyofHitleris under-officers 

and some of lus colleagues (Goebbcls and Goering) require 
more consideration. There is a silent resistance to arbitrary 
measures like the recent dismissal of Mcndclssobn-Bartholdy 
grandson of the great musician and eminent professor of intcrl 
national relations at Hamburg. (2) The rutWessness vrilh which 
Jew are treated should be abandoned. Goebbels’ talks, thougV 
I said not to name him, cause great injury all over the world 
At 5 o’clock, Mr. Crane was again at the house, tea-drinking. 
He has been some months at Carlsbad svhere he thinks one’s 
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health is better restored than anywhere else He talked of his 
coming interview with the Pope about a sort of pact with the 
Islam world whereby the followers of Mohammed may be 
protected against the Jews who arc taking Palestine He makes 
the impression of being a little m his dotage He is seventy five 
years old Long years of strange expenences in Amencan poll 
tics, in Russia where he did much to bnng on the Kerensky 
revolution which gave way to Communisni and drove Crane 
out of the country, and in China as ^Wilson’s Mimster there, 
have upset his equilibrium somewhat 

October 5 Thursday Mr Crane came tea dnn]ang again 
today He was enthusiastic about his Hitler interview In his 
opinion, the Chancellor was not learned hke Mr Houston of 
the Wilson Cabmec, who was so often wrong because of lack of 
imaginabon Crane found Hiller simple, enthusiastic, bent on 
stirnng the German people to passionate self confidence and 
wanting in knowledge of foreign problems This is the same 
story I have heard again and again 

^ Mr Crane was so fnendly that he offered to furmsh me a 
trustworthy private secretary Of course I could not accept , it 
is contrary to the rules of the Department Much as I need 
such a person I have no means of engaging one myself, nor 
of accepUng one paid by another The reason is that such ar- 
rangements would surely tend to demorabzc the service So 
* many wealthy men would endeavour to serve their oivn interests 
by lending aid to public officials especially m the Foreign 
Service Crane was disappointed 

At 830 we went to the Esplanade Hotel where rredencl 
Wirth, President of the Amcncan Club in Berlin, met us Wc 
were most ceremoniously escorted into a waiting room Mr 
Gordon msuted that I must precede my wife, svhicli I tvas not 
inclined to do, and all others as we marched with a party of 
Embassy folk to the beautiful dmmg room where some 150 
people were ready to participate in a grand dinner, cosUng 
•• -S marks a plate wne extra It was -i line demonstraUon in full 
evening circss ol (ne interest oT the Amcncan colony here in 
the “nesv Ambassador ” 

In due counc Mr With introduced me and I spoke on the 
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Dilmma m the United States whicli seemed to hold the audi- 
ence’s attention closely. At the end, a Dr, Fuehr of the German 
Foreign Office spoke on behalf of the government and dwelt 
on the fact of my having taken my doctorate in Leipzig and 
published my dissertation in German. There was no hint of my 
failure to fall in with the NUmherg Party show of September, 
though I had heard there was a good deal of criticism. When 
the speaWng was over we had half an hour of personal talk and 
hand-shaltihg and then^wc came home, ^oth the Americans 
and the Germans present were most cordial in every way. 

OctobiT XI. Wedjusdi^. The Dutch Minister called. He had 
been acquainted svith the Kaiser when still on the German 
throne and he indicated a sympathetic feeling for the old 
regime. I did not respond to this in any >vay. The subject of 
atrocities came up and I told him of the shameful case of a 
Woohvonb store man in DOsseldorf being attacked on the 
-streets there last Sunday in a most disgraceful way. The.last 
such case occurred on September i . After ample time and prom- 
ises over the telephone by the police authorities, I had gone to' 
Von Neurathj Foreign ^nistcr, and had an hour or nearly/* 
that wlh lum. He regretted every one of the eight or ten cases 
that were listed to turn and pronused everything one could ask, 
but said, “The S.A. men arc so uncontrollable that I am afraid .. 
we cannot stop them,” repeating, **I will do all possible.” On''- 
Thursday, October 5 , 1 had sent a request to the Foreign Office 
urging a report on what officials had done. No reply came, 
which I think means that the police have taken no measures 
against the guilty men. 

I gave the friendly Dutch Minister an idea of my difficulty. 
He said: ‘T have had some trouble myself since last spring, 
and a recent case compds me to see Von Neurath tomorrow. 

I expect nothing. The Foreign Office has no authority and Hit- 
ler gives no orders to the Nazis in such matters, not knotving 
what such behaviour means to his o^vn cause,” It has been my, 
experience, too, that Von Neurath has been strangely evasive*^ 
on thU and even more important international discussions. 

1 told him the Span'ish Ambassador had sent word that he 
^vas in the same plight. He tvanted to know what I was con- 
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templating. I said : We may advise the government in Wash- 
ington to announce to the world that Americans are not safe 
in Germany and that travellers had best not go there. He said 
he was considering the same action, that Dutchmen would 
never give the Hitler greeting — the main cause of attacks — and 
that he would not ^ve it cather. 

The Minister is very angry but says the present regime is 
here to stay. He-said, “Even the death of the Old Man, Hin- 
denburg, would bring no real change.” He then aSded: “The 
European world is half crazy or worse. Wc quarrel and wrangle 
and perhaps go to war. -That will finish us, and Japan, after 
annexing China, tvill sail into the Baltic. It is terrible to con- 
template the folly of the Jrcc peoples of the United States, 
England and Holland-” 



u 

October 12, igss to March 

Oclober 12. Thursday. I went today to thc^Adlon Hotel to 
lunch with the American Chamber of Commerce where it had 
been announced two weehs ago that I was to speak. I had my 
paper, eleven pages, in hand. Mr. Gordon, the Counsellor, had 
read it carefully and approved of every sentence. Among the 
guests were Dr. Schacht, Dr- Keppler from the Economics 
Ministry, Dr. Fuehr and Dr. Dawdson, both of the Foreign 
Office, rivo representatives of Dr. Goebbels, and man/ Ameri- 
can and English correspondents. There were abouf 200 people 
present; the newspapers said 300. I felt very keenly the tension, 
of the situation, 

1 was introduced with rather fulsome praise as an historian, 
and diplomat. 1 began to read the address after disallowng 
some of the praise. As* I started to read the audience was at . 
once tense. My points were that half-educated statesmen of our 
day misunderstood the Caesar regime; that England, France 
and the United States bad all tried economic nationalism and 
failed; and finally that the world is confronted with alterna- 
tives of economic co-operation or chaos — war and its aftermath. 
There was extraordinary applause considering the implied criti- 
cism of statecraft here, in Italy, France and England. Dr. 
Sthaclit said he had never kno^vn there was so much proof of 
his contentions today. Dr. Davidson said; “You are another 
Philipp Mdancthon, Mentor Gcrmaniae.” I was not taken in 
by irony. The tivo Coehheh men sold to the Akcer forA Tmes 
representative that they were going to print the whole 
speech. 

Though I did not know it then, they were forbidden to do 
so that afternoon. The Bertinn TagtblaU, the Boersen ^eUung 
and the Vossische Z^^Uung all carried good excerpts next day, 
I think against the suggestion, not the command, of the Propa- 
ganda Ministry. 
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October 13. Friday. \ was due to protest today to Von Neu- 
rath over the failure to punish those Nazb who had assaulted 
Americans and the ignoring of my request, ten days before, for 
information on this. My engagement was postponed twice dur- 
ing the day, but in the evening I was finally received. 

Von Neurath apologized for the delays and listened patiently 
to my case and the protest from Washington. He said General 
Goering had promised him a report on the punishment of all 
offenders, but had not kept his promise. 

We then talked of dangers to .Germany and of the grooving 
hostility abroad. He repeated as usual how fully he agreed 'vith 
me, but I’m afraid the lesson of economic nationalism has not 
been learned by him or, more important, by Hitler himself. 
If they really believe a country can be economically independent 
and discard international codes’ of behaviour, as I suspect they 
do, real trouble will come.- I^camc away fairly, not completely, 
satisfied, having- a lingering juspidon that Hitler had compelled 
Von 'Neurath to postpone the interview as a sort of rebuke for 
rmy speech of yesterday, 

October 14. Saturday. We gave a dinner party to military 
and naval attachis. At 9.30 a spcciarmcsscngcr brought the 
long-awaited formal report— of one lone man in a concentration 
camp for striking Mr. Mulvihill on August la or 13. Tlie DOs- 
scldorf offenders were on (he way to trial in Berlin, as if the 
regular authorities on the Rhine were not equal to the task I 

But before this episode reached its lame conclusion, Hitler 
spoke over the radio to Germany, the rest of Europe and the 
United. States, announcing the German withdrawiJ from the 
Leagiic and from the Disarmament Conference and proclaim- 
ing a Reich election for November 14. Tlie speech was moderate 
for him. He demanded equal rights ^vith other nations as to 
armaments, defended his “revolution” as simply an anthCom- 
munist move, and assured the world of peaceful intentions. We 
listened attcndvcly. It was not the address ofa thinker, but of 
an emotionalist claiming that Germany had in no way been 
rcsponsidielor Ihc SVofItl'War and that she was the victim of 
wicked enemies. 

After our company had gone, I »vent to bed a little troubled, 
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the more so as Norman Da\ 4 s, the President’s roving ambassa- 
*dor to Europe, called on the long distance from Geneva to ask 
for what information I could give,^As 1 knew my tdcphone 
wire was tapped by the German Propaganda Ministry, I spoke 
only in general terms and promised to call lum in a few days 
if any real information came to me. The Germans have made 
another huge blunder for want of statesmen. 

Ottober 15. Sunday. was a day of tense feeling though 
no new information has’com& to me. A young member of the 
old German nobility came to lunch. He revealed a touch of 
German hostility in his conversation, mainly in his defence of 
Japanese aggression agjunst China. He is deeply patriotic but, 
like so many educated Germans, does not know what real 
patriotism is. -It is evident some dislike of me is arising here 
now in olRcial circles. I bclieveitissimply Nazi opposition. My 
refusal to go to NUmberg was the beg^ning. But as the Enfejlish, 
Trench and Spanish Ambassadors declined, I cannot be singled 
out. The pressure for ceasing street beatings and fair commer- ^ 
cial treatment and now my speech of October J2 begin to look 
critical to them. t 

We went to a movie tius afternoon. Hitler was shown as 
maldng a brief speech in Leipug. There was no applause. Later, 
Hitler was sho>vn marching wth a division of troops; there was 
very moderate applause. Then the unpopular Cro%vn Prince was 
put on the screen ; he drew quite as much applause as the Chan- 
cellor. Hitler is surely not so powerful wth the people as Mus- 
solini, the Italian despot, has been. " 

October 17. Tutsdqy. I went today at 12 o’clock sharp to see 
Chancellor Hitler in the palace where Bismarck once lived and 
worked. I went up broad stairwajvs yarded jxt sv£-j7f Java* iy' 
Nazi soldiers with bands rmsed in the Caesar style, making the 
usual botvs as I made various turns along the route. In the 
waiting-room I met a young Mr. Hans Thomsen with whom 
I talked five minutes about penons I knew in Germany. Then 
Von Ncurath opened the door to the Chancellor’s oiRcc, a great 
room some fifty feet square with tables and chairs placed all 
around for group conferences. The decorations on the ceiling 
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and walJs were .beautiful but aot so daborate as in the great 
ballroom adjoining. Adolf Hitler appeared in simple work-a- 
day suit, neat and erect. He looks somewhat better tKan the 
pictures that appear in the papers. 

We rehearsed two subjects, the assaidts upon Americans and 
the discriminations’against American creditors. Everything I 
asked was agreed to and the Chancellor assured me personally 
that he would see that any future attack was punished to tJjc 
limit and that publicity;., would be given to decrees ^vaming 
everyone that foreigners were not to be expected to give the 
Hitler salute. . * ' - "s ^ 

On financial discriminations,' Von Neurath made the reply : 
“We have a falling export market and hence must make deals 
with any nation,that take our goods. That's "the reason for 
our paying "Swiss creditors full interest on their bonds and 
Americans only half the guaranteed rate of interest.” These 
werc,not'his «act \yords. We were talking German. " 

Tcould not 'fail to -recognize the dilemma, for failure to ex- 
''^ort increasing amounts of goods woidd mean a default pure 
and simple, far more serious than partial payment!' One benefit 
the Germans do not mention is the fact that German bonds fall 
on the New York market to onc»third or one-fourth their face 
value, and German cldcs and companies thus buy back their 
bonds at low prices, saving sixty to seventy-five cents out of 
every dollar which they borrowed in 1926-28. German finan- 
ciers are -not uneqbal to their Nesv York fellows ^vho made 
enormous profits at the expense of American buyers of German 
securifies 

But the conversation turned quickly to the all-pcrvasive ques- 
tion jaf the German thunderbolt of last Saturti.iy. The Cban- 
^ cellor Avas clearly excited. ' I asked him why he had w-ithdrawn 
from the League. He ranted about the Treaty of Versailles, the 
failure of the powers to keep their promises about disarmament 
and the indignity of keeping Germany in a defenceless status. 

I replied; There is evident injustice in the French attitude; 
but defeat in war is always followed by injustice. Witness the 
terrible treatment of our southern suncs after the Civil War. 

He remained silent on this scare. 

After an excliangc of niceties, 1 asked the Qianccllor vdicther 
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an incident on the Polish, Austrian or French border which 
drew an enemy into the Reich ^vould be allowed to be a casus 
belli. Of course he said, **No, no»” I then said in case such a 
thing were to occur in the Ruhr valley would you hold off and 
call a conference of the European powers? He said : “That 
would be my purpose, but we might not be able to restrain the 
German people.”"'(I saw that he meant the violent Nazis whom 
he has trained to violence.) I continued; If^you would' wait 
and call a conference, Germsmy^would regain her popularity 
outside. A few more remarks and we parted, 'after a forty-five 
nunute interview. Alany other subjects were touched upon. My 
final impression ^vas of his belligerence and self-confidence. 

October iS.'Wednesdqy. Bank Director Solmssen of the great 
Disconto GescUschaft spent a half hoxir with me. He reviewed 
the* Nazi uprising of last spring rrilh approval. It was" neces- 
sary, he in^cated. He thought the abolition of parties,had been 
warranted, and abo that Jewbh repressions were justified,’in 
a measure. Then he said ; “But these repressions have gone too ^ 
far. Some Jews ought not to be dboussed; Professor Mendeb- 
sohn-Bartholdy of Hamburg, for example; andvthe universities 
should be l^t free and -abo the schook and the press.” I felt 
he was saying tins for my benefit. 

He concluded, ‘T heard your address before the American 
Chamber of Commerce and have come here'specially to thank 
you in the name of liberal Germany wluch is ovenvhelmingly 
grateful. You have said what we can or dare not say. It is 
a great help to us. We wsh you to continue to speak omocca- 
sion.” He seemed to be very sincere, and also a very ’able 
though a self-contradictory business man, more liberi* than 
some American business men have been in my day. 

October 26. Friday. To make sure of Hitler’s attitude about 
the possibility of tvar, I saw Von Ncuraih this morning and he 
repeated tvhat was said on October 17. \Vhen the last of the 
reports were in the pouch and another cable was off in the 
afternoon I went home ^vith a h«idache^ and the threat of a 
■ cold. ' . *■ 

1 dressed for a ditrner at the Heircn-Klub bn Hetirann 
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Goringstrasse. I ate only a boiled egg and rolls. Minister Cu^ 
tins, of the Bruening regime* greeted me in a half hour’s speech 
at 9.30. He came pretty, close to the Nazi attitude about 
I responded for fifteen minutes* without notes, giving" a bna 
story of the incidents of my life in Germany as a student and 
of the accidental appointment to my present dangerous posi- 
tion, and closed ^vith a brief statement that wars are no longer 
rational solutions of any problem. Man’s inventive genius has 
made war utterly destructive and a resort to war is but a reversion 
to medievalism, a defeat of 'all nations. The Herren, many 
nobI« and Stahlhelms present, seemed to accept'this philosophi- 
cal criticTsm. At least' they couldn’t politely berate me. Home 

* ' *r " r 

Oetober'^SS’ ^Vednesday. I., received this morning i;a letter 
from Senator Robert J. Bulkley, flow in England, ^quoting a 
friend in Holland who had just had dinner with Fritz Thyssen, 

’ tlie great steel and ihunitipns manufacturer in the Ruhr valley. ^ 
Thyssen said; compelled the German Government to 
withdraw' from the League.** Bulkley was absolutely certain of 
the reliability of his informant. * 

October s6, Thursiay. An eminent German of a former re- 
gime came to let me know he is departing for New York to 
lecture in the New School for 'Sodal Research instca’d of re- 
maining here subject to possible ill treatment by the Nazi 
leaders. He is a most promising and clear-thinking man, who 
said : "You Americans must teach us Germans hoiv to govern 
ourselves. I go away for a year with the undentanding I can 
return next spring, or remain another year if I >vish. I am 
announcing that I return next spring.” 

He had come to me three weeks ago and said he thought he 
would not accept the offer of my friend, Dr. Alvin Johnson, 
president of the New School. It then looked like a surrender 
to him; now he thinks it best to go and return later if things 
improve. He thinks Hitler is moderating and perhaps the Ger- 
man Sitvativn ni}} t/nprotv. 2 fesr Getmsa auehoridcs will re- 
gard the New School as simply a Jewish prop.aganda Institu- 
tion and so not welcome his return next year. 
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,bc done here or elsewhere*^ tno«n-.« 

Communism and now Na2« Lor^ Wazi Party to put down 
tliere. Yesterday’s Paris nir, ^ '^np<^ular as Communists 

vein's inveeUg^ri^ntro^^aTaeS^^'i’r^^^ 

official committee action on November 14 From 
the propaganda office here has been encat'ed 
performances imaginable' ^ ^ 
gentlemen had consulted officials in tt,* t? • ^ 

and they said the'officials had been nnnr^l Foreign Office 
a visit wth me. They 

_ promising. French politicians have for ten “ i^tf outlook 
spint of the disarmament clauses of the Versifn'^ m ° 

German Social-Democratic movement - '^’t= 

policy. ,Now, after the German rternS™”"'*. ^«nch 
Germans are trying to govern them.,l Ptolest, the 
ods, aUciiating the world by theiTind^'-^’' .outocratio meth- 
unammous svorld dislike. Wromr ffirang 

confused everyivhcre.' 8 nd nght are so mixed and 

October s8. Saturday. At s.-ao Sir P * T>k- 

came to tea and remained an hour oipps and his lady 

than his reputation in Berlin had led was better 

really delightful and quite convinced ofV^'-'' '™e 

which has permitted the Geiman, to , 4 hdr 7 e““ “ 

He told me a correspondent of u,e i j ffio Ldaguix 

that Sjk. troops had recently marched ritn ®*^’'"™Poper 
was not allowed to see him for hvo days “““I 

treason. This is another oportunity for Am • '''“■'Sed with 

„ , . mcncan excitement. 

Odobn- S3. Sunday. Walking along the T- 

1- dock I saw a Broivn Shirt Procession eoSng"V'^^'= 

““S* A walked 
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into the park to avoid embarrassment The procession stopped 
before the Turkish Embassy and stood at attention for a time 
Then they sang songs m honour of the tenth anmversary of the 
founding of the present Turkish state A vast crowd of people 
gathered along ^e street and gave the Hitler grecUng It was 
but a warmng of what tvas to come that evemng when we were 
expected there at a Bierabend at g 30 I went my tvay through 
the park to the Esplanade Hotel » 

At 10 we drove to the door of the Turkish Ambassador The 
whole place was infested with Brown Shirts Salutes were given 
at every possible turn The halls were croivdcd A table thirty 
feet long was loaded with cold meats, vegetables and bread 
The people ate ravenously as though they had not had any- 
thing all day, then drank peer I saw Von Papen, of unenviable 
American record, but I avoided a meeting We remained only 
a few rmnutes J 

October 31 Tuesday In bed will a bghi cold Dr’ Charles 
S MacFarland, former representative of the Federal Council •* 
of Churches of Christ in America who has been travelling about 
the country a ucek or" two, a former pro-Gcrman and well ac- 
quainted here, pressed for an interview He came at 6 30 He 
had had nearly an hour with Hitler and reported to him that 
4,000 Protestant preachers had refused to accept the Hiller 
church creed, that 3,700 were making formal protest after the 
election, that one of the leading theological schools refused the 
new creed and that, the Catholics were hkewse in a similar re- 
volt and the Pope was considering a remedy MacFarland said 
Hitler declared he had not known of the <{,000 recalcitrants 
and he wished MacFarland would say to the leaders that he 
wislied to sec them Then MacFarland argued that Protestants 
in the United States Mould make loud protest if the churches 
here Mere denied absolute freedom ofcomacnce Hitler seemed 
to sense hii dangers in religious matters and saw tlic likehliood 
of another incendiary ume 

At 0 15 V.C dcparteel, full dress, for a long appointed dinner 
Mith the I rencli Ambassador and Ins wife niere S'as a great 
room for the accommodation of men’s and women’s UTaps, with 
two servaints, in h\'er^, to rccciac them — cxj)ccting tips Up the 
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magnificent stairway there were pages dressed in the gay liveries 
of Louis XrV’s time. At the entrance to the reception hall, 
there were two other servants to hand out cards indicating din- 
ner companions. In the reception room there was a marvellous 
■ rug with a huge letter N in the middle to remind one, especially 
Germans, of the conquests of Napoleon. Dr. Hjalmar Schacht 
and Count von Bassewitz were compelled to walk over or 
atounS the famous initial. No remarks were made, but they 
noticed the letter. ^ 

The walls were covered wth beautiful Gobelin ta;[Jfestnes. 
The chairs were of Louis XIV style. When the party of thirty 
went into the dining-room^ Madame Frangois-Poncct ivalking 
on my right, I noticed Gobelins on Ae walls, also portraits of 
French generals of the Louis XIV period, a peculiarly good 
painting of young Louis XV and a lavish table with decorations 
in the best of form and taste. There were eight’ or ten servants, 
in liveries as pages, all standing at attention. It surpassed the 
Belgian's dlnlng-hall outfit. 

We ate foi; an hour. Nothing worth while was said, unless 
the German conversation on my part tvith Frau Dr. Schacht 
was worth wltile. After we were through, all marched correctly 
to the reception room where everyone stood gossiping in little 
groups until 1 1 when the musicians came to open a concert. 

Although I had said notiung about getting out of bed to attend 
the dinner,'! nosv felt so uncomfoTtable that I had to beg to 
be excused. It was a little embarrassing^and I felt our hosts 
might feel a little affronted. There was nothing else to do, so 
we went out as the great party moved into the music hall. 
" Such tvas the shotv of democratic France to autocratic 
Germany. _ __ ^ 

November 5. Sunday. John IVhitc, son‘'‘ of the famous Henry 
IVhite, Republican member of Wilson’s mission to the' Paris 
Conference, 191^19, and Ormc Wdson, a relative of Pierre- 
pont Moffat, State Department official, arrived to take up their 
work. The one wU be Counsellor of the Embassy here, the other 
Second Secretary. Both seemed to be good men— ^Vhitc a little 
too' English m bearing and’ with a distinct Hart^ard-Oxforfi 
accent. 
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}{overnbeT 16 Thursday Wc sat “down to dinner tonight 
with Hjalmar Schacht, the Swiss Minister and the famous 
nitrate’manufacturer, August Diehn, whom I met at lunch- 
eon a few days before The conversation was not very good 
though we had to leave too early to get a good test of it Dr 
Schacht said in a rather conspicuous way that the addresses I 
had been ddivenng in Germany were worth a great deal to the 
country I could not be sure of his meamng unless it ivas to say 
indirectly that such discussions as I engaged in aided his side 
of the Cabinet situation He swears openly by Hitler but con- 
vinces me that he believes in a liberal, even free trade, pohc>, 
which IS anathema to the Reichslanaler, if judged by his 
speeches and writings Diebn taDced only a little but I inow 
his attitude is that of a great trust chief, counting alwaj s on 
government aid yet refusing to pay taxes commensurate with 
he advantages enjoyed 

Xocember s8 Saturday Dr Mendelssohn Bartholdy, great 
international lawyer and professor at Hamburg University, re- 
cently dismissed because his grandfather was a Jew, although 
be was himself baptized as a Chnsuan, came to see me this 
morning He told me of his visit last summer to the World’s 
Fair and the Univcnity of Chicago where he lectured, as I 
knew from other sources, with great success He is to leave his 
position January J, 1934 Since he is so well known in the 
United States and England, I could not sec how the Hitler 
Government could afford to dismiss him He made the impres- 
sion of a very competent and dignified man ^^’hen he left, I 
dictited a letter to the C'lmcgic Institution m New York ask- 
ing for an appropriation of the amount of his salary for two 
years, in the hope that the German Minister of Education, 

^ Bernhard Rust, would find a way to reinstate fiim 

r ‘ • 

•■yi'orerhhh ly Sunday Tv^o months ago I agreed to lecture 
before^the Gcrman-Amcncan Church Forum on Martin Luther 
I did not then knou that the Government had set -utde t 
Luther Day m November when high ofTiciah were to speak on 
the great reformer I indicated Uie 19th as the most convenient 
date for me ^Shen the government decided in October, about 
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the 15th, to run a camp^gn for approval of German with- 
drawal from the League of Nations, they chose November igth, 
the Sunday after the election, as Luther Day This gave my 
appearance a somewhat embarrassing aspect, as it seemed semi- 
official There was nothing to be done 

I appeared at the church m due tune The house ivas crowded 
to the last scat, some standing My address had been carefully 
prepared and was in the hands of both German and Amencan 
press people A Nazi leader introduced me and said Hitler was 
another Luther The audience did not applaud this strange 
remark Although t%vo thirds of the audience were German, at- 
tention ivas given to every word I'said — a fact which seemed 
significant I spoke for an hour and treated Luther’s careerjust 
as I would have done before an Amencan audience At the end 
there was extraordinary applause and many correspondents, 
German as well as Amencan, wished copies of the speech It was 
clear to me that Germans wished me to say m pubbe what they 
arc not allowed to say m private, especially about religious and 
personal freedom 

J^ovemher so Monday I went today to Von Neurath’s office 
to complain about a letter I had written to Leo Wormscr, Jew- 
ish leader of Chicago, which had been opened here by German 
anthonties It was pecuhaily offensive because the letter bore 
the stamp and seals of the United Stales and because the Jewish 
problem has been acute ever since I came to Berlin The For- 
eign Secretary seemed to be quite nonplussed, but I was sure 
he would, or could, do noUung to prevent arecurrence I wrote 
to Wormscr for the original to see what the German Govem- 
ment had learned about me 

V 

November si Tuesday My ivife and I had dinfier with Dr 
von Bulow tonight Dr Schacht \vas the one guest whoimt«- 
estedme, there were othm, mdludmg one or two ppnees from 
the old regime who uorc on their arms the Hakenlaefiz, sym- 
bol of extreme attachment to the Fuehrer A formeh naval 
commander who had played a role in the IVorld War was pres- 
ent and talked of bis cxpencnces as though he hoped to have 
repetiuons soon Von Billow and his sister, our hostess, were 
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qiute modest but still wilimg to talk of their family as dating 
back to the 13th century and composing 1,500 members, scat 
tered all over Germany and meeting occasionally to celebrate 
their fame Many were lost m the World War There was no 
hint that any of them thought the Germans had been \vrong m 
that struggle 

/November S3 Thursday A young social worker from Balti 
more who had been in Germany Uvo years came at noon She 
reviewed for a second time her experiences as a student of 
existing German conditions She was first in sympathy wth the 
republican regime here and hved in a German family until she 
learned the language almost per<«itly She was roughly treated 
by the Naai regime, but gpnunued her studies oflabour and con- 
centration camps Exisung authonues then reversed thar atti- 
tude and escorted her all about the country She reported the 
existence of huge ammumtion plants, the arbitrary behaviour of 
Dr Robert Ley, head of the Labour Front, and the sometimes 
stubborn refusal of workers in a great factory m Havana to give 
him the demanded Hitler greeting She ivishes to lecture in 
the United States and Charles R Crane wishes to support her 
in this I warned her that whatever she said for or against the 
Nau system, and no one can be exactly neutral, she must not 
quote me 

Since the United States Government has recognized Soviet 
Russia, I called today at the request of the State Department 
on the Soviet Ambassador He said be had been a student here 
about 1888-50 and had taken his doctorate in Berlin He spoke 
German a little more fluently tlian I do He impressed me m 
no way as an extreme Communist The talk turned almost ex 
clusivcly to the Russo-Japanese conflict in Manchuna Help m 
that area seemed one possible result of American recognition, 
with trade important only jn a secondary degree 

The Associated Press had a photographer waiting as I came 
from the ofljce. Tlie Russnn had indicated his willingness to 
have a photo made of us standing together I demurred a little, 
telTing him that certain reactionary papers m America would 
exaggerate the fact of my call and repeat their attacks upon 
RooseteJt for lus rccogniuon He assented quite readily The 
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newspaper man was not a little peeked, from appearances. Per- 
haps I was wong. 

At 8.30 we sat down to a great table at Von Ncurath’s house 
on Hermann Goringstrasse, near the Brandenburger Tor. The 
dinner was elaborate. -The Tnrldsh Ambassador was the guest 
of honour ; we were second in the great procession of thirty peo- 
ple from the reception-room into the dining-room. A countess 
of the old regime walked in with me. She was so enthusiastic 
a Haa that convenation on any other subject always, strangely 
enough, turned itself to Hitler. She thought the Chanc^or 
would soon see that the Hohcnzollerm came back to the throne. 
My wife 'and I left at 10.30, a little to the disgust of the wife 
of the Tur^h Ambassador who seemed to think nobody could 
possibly leave before she made the firstmovc. 

1 had an exchange of words tvith the Poreigu Minister, 
learned that his family is an ancient VVtirttcmburg one and that 
earlier members of it have played conspicuous roles in German 
history. His library contains some rare pictures, books and a 
copy of Prince von Dulow’s famous autobiography of wWch 
the younger Von Billow never says anything. It is a book of 
wonderful egotism, although it contains much truth about the 
German role in the last half century before his death. I no- 
ticed the four thick volumes, but made no comment on their 
contents. - 

J^ovmber 24. Friday. James Hazen Hyde, Netv Yorker 
whom Thcodorc'Roosevelt was once pressed to appoint Am- 
bassador to France, now living in Paris and married to an at- 
tractive French woman, called this morning to talk over French- 
German relations. He is well informed and still ivealthy, al- 
though not half so rich as formerly. He has endowed a chair in 
the Sorbonne for an American professorship-exchange with 
ffan’ard. He remained a full hour and was far more agreeable 
and better informed than most millionaires I have met: 

The Soviet Ambassador, about to leave for Moscow, came 
to return my call of yesterday. At nigbt we were guests of 
Louis Lochner and Miss Sigrid Schultz at the annual press ball, 
a dinner-dance. I sat opposite the famous Franz von Papen 
whose espionage role in SVashington was such that my friend 
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Louis Brownlo^v, now of the University of Chicago, had to 
arrest him He was ordered out of the country a little before 
the United States entered the World War He is now Vice* 
Chancellor of the new Reich but without any real administra 
tive function Being a Catholic he has been used for papal con 
tact purposes and he is reported to have betrayed his former 
party leader, Heinnch Bruening, ex Chancellor, now in luding, 
in a way not unbecoming his record m Washington 

His wife sat on my right and seemed m no way uncomfort 
able in my presence We did not talk of Von Bemstorff’s famous 
work in America during WUson’s Presidency She boasted of 
our university system Her son had been a student- at George 
towii Umveisity The dinner was a bore tliough the company 
present might under other circumstances have been most in 
forming Frangou Poncet, Von Neurath, Sir Enc Phipps and 
other leaders of the diplomatic corps were near us The 
photographers never tired of making smps 

^evmher 27 Monday Mr Kittndge of the Rockefeller 
Foundation called to talk over possible ivithdrawal of support 
here I advised against that policy but urged greater care m 
applying funds so that real men wth free minds now under 
tcmbic pressure might not be silenced for good and all He 
named Professor Hermann Oncten as one of the Rockefeller 
advisers I know Oncken is m an embarrassing position and 
dares not wnte lustory frankly as \\c may do at home, if wc 
try, though our history has never >ct been ivnlten correctly 

J^ormbrr sq hedretday Wc started in our httlc car at 
1030 for Dresden where I am speaking at a Thanksgiving 
dinner tomorrow night at the famous Bcllcaaic Hotel It was a 
cold, dreary day, the roads very crooked, and only one lowai 
on the as ay, Juterbog, ss*as of any butonc interest \\ e slopped 
there and had a plain country dinner at tsvo marks each 'Hie 
hotel aiais of ancient build and tlic service V'as such as Marlin 
Xiubw xio/gfa Awe* .Vjvd h’X'o? hi ter hvj 

selling Papal indulgences m the town in 1507-1517 Itiia i4lh 
centurj touTi mth its old walb still standing three great pates 
and one famous churcli But neither roynlist tradition nor 



OCTOBER 12, 1933 TO MARCH 4, 1934 73 

Luthcnm creed prevents Na2i (lags and uniforms from being 
flaunted on every possible occaaon. 

J^oember 50. Thursday. I read President Roosevelt’s Thanks- 
giving Proclamation before about fifty people in the Ameri- 
can Church at'Dresden. At 8.30 a company of 150 Ameri- 
cans and Germans gathered in the Bellevue for dinner. I spoke 
fifteen or twenty minutes about Roosevelt and his talk, but not 
for press comment. 

A young German, Herbert von Gutschow, who had lived 
ten years in the United States and become closely connected 
\vith James B. Duke, North Carolina’s greatest buccaneer, and 
then set up branches of the American Tobacco Company in 
Germany, came after my speech to our table and talked half 
an hour. It was plain that one effect of the war had been to 
make lum chief otvner of the Duke tobacco interests in Ger- 
many, %vith Dresden as headquarters. He is a very rich man, 
entirely reconciled to the Hitler system, even though he has 
been compelled to endow some one hundred and fifty couples 
of Hs employees under the present marriage law of the Third 
Reich.- 

Gutschow is one of the many big business men who expect to 
govern Germany under the Nazi regime. August Diehn of Ber- 
lin, head of a world-wide nitrate trust, and Fritz Thyssen, steel 
and munitions manufacturer, are among the others. GUtschow 
is clever though not liberal in social philosophy; but I am con- 
vinced that he and all the rest are allowed great tax exemptions 
for their support. Six or right of them sit in semi-official Cabi- 
net sessions on occasions when any crisis threatens. Consul-Gen- 
eral Messersmith has explained to me how great corporations 
here escape heavy taxation, far more than in America. My Dres- 
den arxyiaintanne. talk/td. Sw 7.?. V/c/« Tik/WiA. Vr/e ir/ar^i’xt/cfii tfac- 
cess of his tobacco and cigarette business here and urged as his 
opinion that Adam Smith must again become the economic 
master of public men. 

Dtcmhtr t. Friday. We set out for Prague over the moun- 
tainous road to the south-east. A beautiful and fertile country 
all the way, about 125 miles. There was snow most of the time, 
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though people were still worldng in the fields. J never saw such 
magnificent pine forests as those which cover the mountains. 
We arrived about 4 in the famous old Huss city. 

At 6.30 I talked with Eduard Benes, the Czechoslovak Pre- 
mier, confidentially. He is to all intents and purposes the Presi- 
dent of the ancient Bohemia so hated for hundreds of years in 
Germany. He is not optimistic, and say^'tbe Germans are 
determined on annexing a part if not all of his country. He sees 
the Hungarian Foreign Secretary tomorrow, Saturday, and then 
goes to Paris where Balkan-ltalian rivalries are up for discus- 
sion. He impressed me as very clever and ready to fight at the 
drop of a hat. 

December 2. Salurday. We started back to Dresden at ii 
o’clock, snow everywhere and the weather quite cold We had 
a somewhat risky dnve over the mountains and arrived in the 
city about 6 o’clock. Stopping at the Hotel Eden, we remained 
incognito and had a very d^ghtful dinner at the Kaiserhof! 
To bed early, the Eden bring too cold for comfort except in 
bed. 

December 3. Sunday. The fanuly drove via JUterbog to Ber- 
lin while I took the train, third class, at 8.50 marks. A German 
commercial salesman was in the same compartment and I 
learned a good deal from him about public opinion and so- 
called recovery. He was not a Nazi but hopeful of improve- 
ment and willing to wait until fair trial had been granted. 

December 4. Monday. John' Foster Dulles, legal counsel for 
associated American banks, called at noon to give an account 
of claims being urged on bchairof bondholders against German 
cities and corporations, more than a billion dollan.*Hc seemed 
very clever and also resolute. He will have a conference svith 
Reichsbank directors tomorrow. 

December 5. Tuesday. We aniN'cd in Munich at 8 o’clock 
this morning and \%cnt first to the Hotel Kaiserhof. It seemed 
too cold. Then we inspected the Regina uhcrc more comfort- 
able rooms %scre found, but they were still rather cold. 
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I spoke for an hour tonight on “The Beginnings of First 
Social Order in the United States Although I cannot believe 
more than half the audience understood what I said, there ivas 
extreme silence, except for applause now and then when I dc- 
scribed some early Amcncan democratic ideals This I took as 
evidence of the audience’s disapproval of the restraints put upon 
men m Germany 

December 6 Wednesday I received a long distance message 
from the Embassy that William Bullitt, new Ambassador to 
Russia, would lunch uath us Satuiday 1 was told that the 
So\net Foreign Commissar, Maxim Ijtvinov, returning via 
Rome from Washington, would jom Bullitt m Berlin I de- 
cided to return via Ntimbcrg so as to have them at our 
house 

December 9 Saturday Ambassador Bullitt came alone. Lit- 
vmov having burned off to Moscow Bullitt said Roosevelt sent 
cordial regards and thanks for my work here and then added 
that Russian recognition had been too long delayed He also 
said Litvinov had agreed to pay the debt of $100,000,000 and 
to open Russian markets to Amcncan industnal goods and leave 
Germans in the lurch since they were indignant at Hitler at- 
tacks upon all Communists One more thrust at thcThird Reich 
But Germans owe Amcncans over a billion dollars How can 
these be paid if German markets arc closed, i e , if the United 
States monopolizes Russian markets and stiU further isolates 
the Germans Collect one hundred millions from Moscow and 
lose one billion m Bcrhn BuUitt never referred to this 
^Ve walked to our house at i 30 for luncheon tvhere we had 
a party oLten, including the Russian Charge d’Affaires, the 
German F oreign Office specialist on Russia, Counsellor \*hiite. 
Ambassador Cudahy and others It ivas an interesting group, 
though little could be said because of the conflictmg attitudes 
of Germans and Russians 

Sir Enc Ehipps, the British Ambassador, «iUed at our house 
tonight to show me pomts of Chancellor !^tler’s offer to treat 
with the French on disarmament About October 15, details 
IN ere wired to Washington Germany must have a standing 
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army of. 300,000, guns and defensive airplanes. Now, Hitler 
offers to submit the same scheme again and adds that the Ger- 
mans wish a ten-year pact against war and svill agree to an in- 
ternational commission to inspect and supervise armaments, in- 
cluding supervision of the S.A. and S.S. troops, 2,500,000 
strong. 

These offers had been cabled to London and the reply of Sir 
John Simon was submitted to me. It looked to me like a real 
move towards disarmament and I agreed to telegraph a sum- 
mary to Washington. 

December jo. Sunday. I was still meditating Sir Eric Phipps’ 
negotiations. I called him at 10 and said : I shall be walking at 
1 1 .30 on the Hermann Goringstrasse alongside the Ticrgarlcn ; 
would you be able to meet me there and talk for a while?* He 
agreed and we spent a half hour going over disarmament prob- 
lems. My points were theserjapan, according to certain diplo- 
matic information, is apt to attack Vladivostok next April or 
May; second, if the United States were to support the German- 
British position on disarmament, would the British lend moral 
support to American opposition to Japanese aggression in the 
Far East? ; third, did he not think it would be far belter for an 
English-Gcrman-Frcnch pact to be made on disarmament than 
sto take the chance of an eventual Italian-Gcrman-Russian deal 
which might force France into a dictatorship? 

Sir Eric was not disposed to accept the Japanese danger; he 
wished American moral support but indicated, indirectly, thil 
England had recognized Japanese claims in Manchuria. He 
seemed ready to acknowledge tlic danger to world peace if 
autocracies of Central Europe were allowed to compel French 
submission. We ended our conversation in agreement on one 
general point: a ten-year peace pact for Europe, initiated and 
pressed by England, Germany and the United States, would 
be far more cficctivc if Russia were a party to it and peace in 
the Far East were also fixed. I thought the English ought to 
compromise, then President Rooscs’clt might nejrotiatc and 
Europe would be out ofits impasse. I rctum«l to the Embassy 
and hurried off a telegram to the State Department with a 
request that it be discussed tvith the President. 
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Decmhtr so. 'Wednesday. The papers carry stories of the 
week-end visit of Sir Eric Phipps to London, his reception by 
the King at Windsor, his ■risit to Sir John Simon, and the pro- 
posed visit of the latter to Paris and Rom^ all to iron out dif- 
ficulties between Germany and France. Sir Eric is generous- 
minded and, in my judgment, frank and open ; but Sir John, the 
Foreign Secretary in London, is everywhere regarded as tricky. 

William and Martha attended a birthday party at the house 
of the Gro^vn Prince at Potsdam, son of Kaiser William II. 
They reported a delightful evening and hearty cordiality. One 
of the sons is now in the United States working for Henry 
Ford. Another is a student of law at the University of Berlin 
and a most charming young fellow but clearly aware of the 
greatness of his ancestry, 

December si. Thursday. Sir Eric is again in Berlin and spent^ 
an hour with Von Neurath, although the latter was due to leave 
for WUrttemberg for the Christmas season. Von Neurath had 
surprised me a few days ago by his concern about the imminence 
of war in the Far East and his distinct interest m Soviet Russia. 
He said Japan would invade Russia in case of war and that the 
result would be chaos in Russia. 

December ss. Friday. A nc'vspaper man, whose information 
1 have found always to be reliable but whose name 1 dare not 
mention even in this diary, came to me this morning to say that 
a high German official — my guess is Secret Police Chief Rolf 
Diels — had told liim that tomorrow the German Supreme Court 
ivould declare all the Ck>mmunisis except Van der Lubbe, on 
trial since September for burning the Reichstag, not guilty. But 
Georgi Dimitrov, the Bulgarian Communist, disowned by his 
o'vn country, s>as to be murdered before he could get out of 
the country, by order of the Prussian Prime Minister, Goering. 
My friend’s informant went on to say, “I know my life is in 
danger when I speak to you, but I have had several terrible 
nights and must let you know in the hope you can do something 
wWch will cause the order to be annulled.” My newspaper 
friend was pettuebed, refused to give me the name of the offi- 
cial informant but avowed that the murder of Dimitrov was 
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certain unless something were done immediately to inform the 
world 

It IS a cunous casg In my judgment the official ivho gave tlie 
information is the onq man in Germany who Ijio^vs exactly who 
burned the Reichstag In November he was threatened by 
Goenng wth concentration camp for an undisclosed reason, 
but was merely removed from office early m December Late 
in November, Consul General Mcsscrsmith reported that he, 
Diels, felt his life in danger and he wished I might help him 
m some way Messersnuth could do nothing I had no approach 
personally to any high offiaal who had his case in hand, and I 
could do nothing Two weeks later, he ivas reported as restored 
to his office, after an interim dunng tvhich it u'as announced 
Goenng was functioning as Cliief of Secret Police I think it 
was all a ruse, perhaps to intimidate Diels because he possesses 
damaging information 

At j I 30, Sir Enc Phipps brought the official British rcpl> to 
Hitler’s statement which had been submitted to me before Sir 
Enc look It to London The Bntish agree with Uic German de- 
mands except that they ask funber reduction of the German 
Rcichswchf and one or tivo more spea/ic statements about 
armaments It looked reasonable. Sir Enc said Von Ncurath 
had indicated Hitler's approval and hoped England could bnng 
France into the negotiations soon after January 1 I have heard 
from Washmglon that government offiaals there arc alarmed 
at a rumour that Great Bntam is contemplating a large loan 10 
Japan uhicli uould, in the opinion of our officials, encourage 
Japan to make war on the Soviet Union 

At 4 my newspaper mformant reported that the Londoa 
afternoon papers had corned the stor> of the possible killmC 
of Dimitrov which a news agency had got from him He had 
then framed a story for the Amencan press winch could m no 
way injure anyone who had given him information but which 
would react tomorrow in Germany m such a wa) as to 
Dimitrov a life He said "I do not regret what I have done 
Xt. vs. •jH I. vur.’rts. ♦«, OiesTwawy •orfdi am 7icacc TJCgtA'iVciW.v 
than an> thing che I could have done If I had done roilung 
the tcmble deed would have been perpetraial and theoutndc 
world would have Ixm in furore." 
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I could not say him no, though it >v'as dear he had t^en a 
risky action. He showed me a telegram to the foreign press 
from Goebbels denying the whole story, but blaming Bering, 
fellow member of the triumvirate, wi^ indiscreet statements 
tvhich caused the “lie” to be spread about the tv'orld. I am 
awaiting the arrival of British and American new’s. Of coune 
the German papers ^viU carry notlnng. There may be a sad 
aftermath to this. 

December 25. Christmas Desj. German demonstrations are 
extraordinary : Christmas trees at public squares and in every 
house I saw. One might think the Germans believed in Jesus 
or practised his teachings ! 

I stopped by this afternoon at the home of my journalist 
friend. After a moment’s admiration of the Christmas decora- 
tions, I took him aside and learned that his fnend in high 
office bad thanked him for the effective ^vay be had handled 
the press matter, committing no one and yet producing a reac- 
tion in official circles here. Goering being away, his substitute 
ordered the Saxon police to take the released prisoners in charge 
and see that they were safely kept and were not allowed to 
cross over the Prussian border, lest the order to put Dimitrov 
. out of the way be executed. So the matter rests. 

I believe there was some order issued by Goering before his 
departure, that Dick, very hostile to Goering and in danger all 
the time, ventured to defeat the order to save Germany the 
terrible reaction which would have come from all over the 
world. The Secret Pohcc Chief did a most dangerous thing 
and I shall not be surprised later to hear that he has been sent 
to prison. The only safety he has is his immense knowledge of 
the details of the Rrichstag burning and the possibility that 
his proof may be lodged outside of Germany. 

jemaa^ j, s^24‘ Monday. All the members of the diplo- 
maUc corps made a point to be in toivn today to pay their 
respects and good ^^^shcs to President von Hindenburg, eighty- 
sbe years old on his last birthday. We drove to the Presidential 
Palace, where we ^vere conducted into a large w'aiting-room on 
the. second floor, being greeted as wc entered by servants in 
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certain unless something were done immediately to inform the 
world 

It IS a cunous case my judgment the official who gave the 
information is the on^ man m Germany who knows exactly who 
burned the Reichstag In November he was threatened by 
Goenng with concentration camp for an undisclosed reason, 
but was merely removed from office early m December Late 
in November, Consul General Messersmith reported that he, 
Diels, felt his life in danger and he wished I might help him 
in some way MesscKnuthcoulddonothing I had no approach 
personally to any high official who had his case in hand, and I 
could do nothmg Two weeks later, he was reported as restored 
to his office, after an interim during which it was announced 
Goenng was functioning as Chief of Secret Police I think it 
was all a ruse, perhaps to intimidate Diels because he possesses 
damaging information 

At It 30, Sir Enc Phipps brought the official British reply to 
Hitler 8 statement which had been submitted to me before Sir 
Enc took It to London The Bnush agree with the German de- 
mands except that they ask further reducuon of the German 
Reichswehr and one or two more specific statements about 
armaments It looked reasonable Sir Enc said Von Neurath 
had indicated Hitler’s approval and hoped England could bnng 
France into the negotiations soon after January i I have heard 
from Washmgton that government officiab there arc alarmed 
at a rumour that Great Britain is contemplating a large loan to 
Japan which would, m the opinion of our officials, encourage 
Japan to make war on the Soviet Umon 

At 4 my newspaper informant reported that the London 
afternoon papers had earned the story of the possible killing 
of Dimitrov which a news agency had got fiom him He had 
then framed a story for the Amcncan press which could in no 
Way injure anyone who had given him information but which 
would react tomorrow in Germany m such a way as to save 
Dimitrov’s life He said “I do not regret what I have done 
It IS more of a service to Germany and to peace negotiations 
than anything else I could have done If I had done nothing, 
the temble deed would have been perpetrated and the outside 
tvorld would have been in furore.** 
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I could not say him no, though it was clear he had taken a 
risky action. He showed me a tcl<^m to the foreign press 
from Gocbbels denying the whole story, but blaming Goering, 
fellow member of the triumvirate, with ‘indiscreet statements 
^vhich caiised the “lie” to be spread about the world. I am 
awaiting the arrival of British and American news. Of course 
the German papers will carry nothing. There may be a sad 
aftermath to this. 

December 25. Christmas Day. German demonstrations are 
extraordinary: Christmas trees at public squares and in every 
house I saw. One might think the Germans believed in Jesus 
or practised his teachings 1 

I stopped by this afternoon at the home of my journalist 
friend. After a moment’s admiration of the Christmas decora- 
tions, I took him aside and learned that his friend in high 
office had thanked him for the effective way he had handled 
the press matter, committing no one and yet producing a reac- 
tion in official circles here. Goering being away, his substitute 
ordered the Saxon police to take the released prisoners in charge 
and see that they were safely kept and were not allowed to 
cross over the Prussian border, lest the order to put Dimitrov 
out of the way be executed. So the matter rests. 

I believe there was some order issued by Goering before his 
departure, that Diels, very hostile to Goering and in danger all 
the time, ventured to defeat the order to save Germany the 
terrible reaction which would have come from all over the 
world. The Secret Police Chief did a most dangerous thing 
and I shall not be surprised later to hear that he has been sent 
to prison. The only safety he has is his immense knowledge of 
the details of the Reichstag burning and the possibility that 
his proof may be lodged outside of Germany. 

January r, Monday. All the members of the diplo- 

matic corps made a point to be in to%vn today to pay their 
respects and good wishes to President von Hindenburg, eighty- 
sbe years old on his last birthday. We drove to the Presidential 
Palace, where we were conducted into a large waiting-room on 
the.second floor, being greeted as we entered by servants in 
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uniform giving the Hitler salute I fell in \viUi Sir Enc Phipps, 
M Pran^ois-Poncet and the Spanish Ambassador At 12 sharp 
we took our places, standing all around the large and ornate 
reception-room of the President's Palace 

Soon Von Hmdenburg greeted the Papal Nuncio, senior 
diplomat, and the latter read a rather formal New Year's greet- 
ing in French which it was evident the President did not under- 
stand and which I also did not follow The President rephed 
m a formally ivntten speech, mentioning the “rebirth” of Ger- 
many and touching delicately upon the meamng of the Hitler 
regime, a subject for which hardly a member of the corps 
showed any sympathy 

When these formalities were over Von Hmdenburg spoke a 
few words wth the Nuncio and then talked cordially with 
M Francois Poncct who understands and speaks German very 
well After greeting M Cerruti, the Itahan Ambassador, in the 
same way, he shook hands with me, asked me how my son Wil- 
liam’s work in the Umversity of Berim was progressing, went 
out of his way to flatter me about my German, which is rather 
ready if maccurate We then exchanged remarks about Pro- 
fessor Oncken, the famous historian Mommsen and, at the 
Reichs President’s suggestion, “the great Von Treitschke,” who 
was not great in my judgment He walked a little badly, lean- 
ing upon his cane, but talked glibly and intelhgently He seems 
to know intellectual Germany 

Then came Hitler who, as I had observed all along, seemed 
very much subdued, almost embarrassed Hitler greeted me 
with “Happy New Year” and I returned it Only the Itahan 
Ambassador answered the Fuehrers official salute I asked 
the Chancellor if he had not spent his Christmas at Mumch 
I said we spent two days in Munich early m December and that 
I had greatly enjoyed the visit, that I had met a fine German 
histonan, Professor Meyer, a former fellow student wth me at 
Leipzig whom I think a really good scholar and thinker Hitler 
^vas a little nonplussed and indicated that he had never heard of 
Meyer I mentioned other Mumch University matters only to 
get no response, and he passed on, leaving the impression that 
he had never had contact with the people I knew and respected 
'He showed no such interest as the President showed, I am 
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afraid he thought I was tr>ung to cmharrass him a little I was 
not There was, however, no diplomanc or political subject we 
could mention these touchy times 

Jcniiaj7 3 Wedntsdaj The foreign press today carries a 
story that there was a hard fight on the morning of January i 
between Hitler and Goenng about the failure to apply the 
decree of two months ago to the effect that all Germany was 
to be co-ordmated, t r , all the ancient states— Prussia, Bavana, 
Saxony and the rest — were to be cast into one and then sub- 
divided into some hundred or more equal sized districts each 
to be ruled by a district leader appointed by the Chancellor 
The order had been issued and everyone supposed that it 
was to become effective this year, thus abandoning states and 
legislatures But on January i, Hitler and Goebbels found 
themselves challenged by Goenng, supported by the Governor 
of Bavana There was apparently a sharp conflict for some days 
because Hitler sent no New Years greeting to Goenng, only 
to apologize on January 2 It was this struggle, which had been 
decided in favour of Goenng, on January i, before the diplo- 
matic reception by Von Hindenburg, wluch m my judgment 
gave Hitler’s countenance such a dejected look that morning 
It was really an important issue, for the German people are 
clearly opposed to Hitler’s position m this matter, as they are 
opposed to his plan of putting all Protestants under one State 
Bishop and into one solid phalanx Prom 3,000 to 4,000 preach- 
ers are resisting to the limit These tivo issues reveal a good 
deal of the spint of Germany, though no speeches are allowed 
and the press never docs more than mention the fact that cer- 
tain decrees have been postponed m their application In these 
cases concentration camp and beatings are not applied, but there 
is a powerful silent resistance 

Ireceived a cable advising aprotest to German offiaals against 
Schacht’s ruling that interest on German bonds held m the 
United States must be decreased from previous reduced pay- 
ments, 50 per cent in real values and 50 per cent m promises 
to pay, to 30 per cent m real value and 70 per cent m promises 
to pay I ivas also to add that the manner of doing it was 
highly objectionable, that is, without consulung creditors and 
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then buying back Gennan bonds when their values fell to Iqw 
points on the New York maiket 

As Von Neurath and Von BUlow were away on their vaca- 
tions, I saw Dr Koepke, acting for the Secretary, and made 
two pomts rather stronglyr*t *1116 sudden announcement that 
Germany would not pay, without conference, was mconsiderate , 
German aties which had borrowed huge sums are not insolvent , 
great public buildings constructed out of American funds con- 
stantly advertised the nature of the loans , and known buying 
of large blocks of bonds on American markets looked bad, like 
stock market manipulation 2 This sort of conduct was arousing 
millions of Americans and causmg the government to take an 
active role whereas formerly it had been disposed to leave such 
private matters to the banks which had onginally sold the bonds 
and made profits from so doing I stressed the point that the 
German Government could not afford to appear m the actions 
of Its national bank as a mere stock manipulator 

Koepke agreed with both my points and indicated that the 
Foreign Office had not been consulted He also made plain that 
such rulings were wrong, that Germany could pay her obliga- 
tions, at least the great cities could, and that the speculative 
aspects of Schacht’s rulings were unworthy I came away quite 
sure that (he Foreign Office would try to bnng Schacht to a 
more co operative way of domg things, but doubting still 
whether they would succeed Schacht is the real master and 
government officials here dare not order him to do anything 

Januaiy 5 Friday Bishop John L Neilson of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church m the United States, now a resident of 
Zurich and supervising Methodists in Central Europe, called 
to talk over Protestant church problems in Germany He 
showed an intimate acquaintance iviih the recent religious con 
flict here and thought splendid the Lutheran resistance to Nazi 
efforts to force all church people into one solid National Church, 
even worshipping Wotan and adopting the mytlis of the early 
German people 

He said Amcncan Methodists here had been assured of their 
independent status, but they must not proselytize Germans Jlis 
story was much like that of Dr Charles MacFnrland in Octo- 
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ber. 1 wonder whether the Germans of 1934 have the courage 
of Luther and >vill simply say ; “Wc cannot surrender ; bum us 
if you will!” If Lutherans say this. Catholics arc apt to support 
them. 

Jenufl^ 6, Saturday. The Swedish Minister, M. G. E. af 
Wirsen, came in to say that he was going to tlie Ge^an For- 
agn Office to make the same protest 1 had made about debts. 
Germans owe the Swedes large sums. 

At noon the Dutch Minister, Limburg-Stirum, an able and 
experienced diplomat, came to voice his agreement on the debt 
question, though German discrimination in favour of the Dutch 
was not discussed. I simply let him know that I knew the Ger- 
mans were paying his people the full face value of bonds and 
the regular rate of interest- Schacht argues that this is because 
the Dutch buy more German goods than they sell of their own 
to Germany. 

Limburg-Stirura dwelt much more upon Japanese aggression 
in China. He said Japanese generals were organizing independ- 
ent governments in former portions of China, aimed at setting 
up a Par Eastern League of Nations under Japanese domina- 
tion. He added that Holland’s possessions in the Far East, also 
the Philippines, would soon fall into Japanese hands if the 
Dnitcd States did not strongly resist, and especially if England 
continued to give underhand support to Japanese aggression. 

January g. Tuesday. 1 had luncheon at the Hotel Adlon as 
the guest of the American Chamber of Commerce. The Russian 
Ambassador read a very discreet address on Communist com- 
mercial policy. He was well received. He went the limit in 
approval of the United States. I think he is one of the best 
equipped diplomats in Berlin and personally not much of a 
communist. 

January lo. Wednesday. Dr. Otto VoUbehr of IVashmgton, 
tlie man who sold the Gutenberg Bible to the Library of Con- 
gre^ about igag, came to see me» He had tried later to propa- 
gandize American university professors in Germany. I had pro- 
tested agamst this in more than one letter to him, but he did 
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not refer to my rebukes to him He said he had visited the 
Propaganda Ministry, that he had (ailed with Ambassador 
Luther m Washington, and that he had an appointment ^vith 
Hitler in a day or two He was not altogether discreet, but I 
thought he wished to let m^gucss that he had come to Berlin 
on a spcaal mission I warned him as to the harmfulness of 
propaganda He pretended entire- agreement and departed in 
good humour 

January zt Thutsday My wfe gave her first general recep- 
tion It was a tiresome affair but it was the only way to renew 
acquaintance with many people who had left cards The 
expense was around $200 

January 16 Tuesday The Amcncan Minister m Vienna, 
George Earle, called at ti o’clock He 1$ one of the nch men 
appointed to foreign posts who know httlc history of their own 
or any other country He is good natured and very anti Nazi 
1 had seen him before, when he came here to report on Austrian 
problems some time m November 

I then thought he had made a good survey of Austrian con- 
ditions Since that time he has shown rather curious attitudes 
for a Minister m so critical a zone as Vienna He went once to 
Prague, out of his diplomatic territory, and denounced the 
German Nazis in Czechoslovakia in a manner which caused a 
protest to the Amcncan Legation there A few days before last 
Chnstmas, he wred me to dine with him at a public dinner in 
honour of Dollfuss, the Austnao Chancellor, so hated in Ger 
many that he dares not put his foot on German soil I \vired 
that I could not accept It ivould have made a sensation of the 
first order if I had gone to Vienna, and Earle would have been 
even worse off than he is 

He related some of his disagreeable experiences ivith Nazi 
chiefs in Vienna, including threats against bss life, and told of 
Dollfuss’ dangerous position, with the prospect of devaluation 
constantly confronting him When he asked if I wished to send 
any messages to the President, I dcchned, as the pouch was 
leaving anyway the next day But I asked the poor fellow to 
lunch 
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Sitting with the family at tabic Earle related his experiences 
again. One day while hunting in the Austrian T)to1, he had 
been shot at and his boot tom half off. He left his boots on 
the train as he went home so as not to let his wife l:noW'^vhat • 
had happened. “That is Nazi Austria,” he said, “and any time 
the leaders of the old army^ement turn Nazi, Dollfuss \rill be 
overthroNvn and there ivill iTd chaos.*’ He added that_^ the Nazis 
say : “Hitler is Jesus Christ for the whole of Europe and every- 
body must recognize it. If the Jews keep on resisting in Austria, 
the greatest pogrom in history svill be executed.” 

Earle’s conversation was good. He is intelligent, but he has 
a rich man’s estimate of social values. For instance, servants, 
valets, butlers were to him a mark of distinction. He thought 
it terrible that less than 300 families in Vienna had as many 
as three servants each. I sent him to his train in my car as a 
means of protection in case the Secret Police were watching. 

Januajy ly. Wednesday. A message came from Louis Lochner 
that the church problem had taken a curious turn yesterday. 
Thi new Nazi Rcichsbishop Ludwig Mueller was in session 
wth fifteen or more bishops and other church leaders. Chancel- 
lor Hitler came to explain to them that he and the President 
had agreed to the Protestants* claim for freedom from the con- 
trol of the new pagan state religion called Deutsche Christen, 
Mueller being the head of this movement. 

\Vhen Hitler had finished and a compromise seemed about 
to be worked out, Goering, a Catholic though not in good 
standing with Rome, walked uninvited into the conference 
room and made a violent speech : “I have a record of all of your 
conversations over the telephone for the last month. You Prot- 
estant trouble-makers have been most unloyal. You are trying 
to break up the unity of the State. You have gone so far as to 
persuade the Chancellor to surrender. I think most of you arc 
on the borderline of treason.” The meeting broke up and all 
agreements were cancelled, though another meeting may follow. 

jOTuary 19. Friday. The Dutch Miriister at dinner on the 
ibth info^^ me of a long-distance call he had made to the 
uanfc or Holland in Amstordam, instruedng them to call the 
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for thcmselvts. Monty was put into city, state and corporation 
improvements, a vast builiiUng scheme like that of 1922-1929 
in the "United States. Now my job is to save as much of this as 
possible. The National City and Chase National banks hold 
$100,000,000 of these securities. Last June -Rooscveltvsaid^ ' 
“. . . the bankers have gotten themselves into thb. You must 
lend what personal, unofHdal aid you can, but no more,” Now 
the creditors, the Neiv York bankers, have organized and 
pressed the government into hghting their battles. T shall do 
what 1 can but agree with the Germans that rates of interest 
ought to be reduced to 4 per cent. 

At 1.30 Ivy Lee and his son James came to lunch. Ivy Lee 
showed himself at once a capitalist and an advocate of Fascism. 
He told stories of his fight for Russian recognition and was 
disposed to claim credit for it. His sole aim was to increase 
American business profits. 

January 23. Tuesday. Messrs. Bell, Dulles, Junius Wood of 
the Chicago Daily J^ews and Joseph Flack of the Embassy staff 
came to lunch. They talked about the conference over debts 
which has broken up into private discussions between the dif- 
ferent delegations. They expect to persuade the Dutch and 
Swiss to yield their advantages after the present terms have 
expired, ^vhich will be in June of this year. 


January 24. Wednesday. Newspaper people showed such in- 
creasing interest in the debt conference that I invited them to 
meet me at 5 o’clock. They came and I went over the problems, 
e.xplained Schacht’s attitude and mentioned the bankers’ large 
measure of responsibility. 

January 25. Thursday. I went to a Bitrabend at the mansion 
of Ernst Roehm, Chief of Staff of the SA. He had recently 
served as a messenger of Hitler to Rome. I was introduced to 
the host in all his decorations. How the German Natis love 
decorations! Von Neurath and the Italian Ambassador were 
present. I stayed half an hour, then left, politely, I thought, 
for home. _ ^ 
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January 26 Friday Dr ^Vilbur K Thomas, of Philadelphia, 
representative of the American branch of the Carl Schurz 
Foundation, called-to report on his month of travel all over 
Germany Not one man had spoken to him favourably of the 
^Nazi-policics-to^vards thcdhurdies, universities and the outside 
world He said hundreds of Germans had talked to him This 
also 13 ihy experience everywhere except in the presence of 
uniformed people He said he had stopped the Carl Schurz 
’Foundation from engaging m propaganda work m America ^Ve 
shall see 

Janua'y ag Monday Ivy Lee again came ivith his son James 
to report on his experiences here dunng the week of his stay 
Lee did nearly ail the talking He had seen Gocbbels an hour, 
had talked freely with Dr Kurt Schrmtt, Minister of Eco- 
nomics, and other key men He had ivarned Goebbels to cease 
propaganda m the Umted States, urged him to see the foreign 
press people often and learn how to get along with them 

Lee said that Dr Schmitt and Dr DieckholT of the Foragn 
OfRce had suggested expulsion of foreign press correspondents, 
which I had suspected was contemplated here Lee said he 
warned the Foreign Office that such an act would rum the Nazi 
movement i 

Lee had not seen Hitler, though I suspect he iiad hoped to 
have an interview I told him something of the delicate situa- 
tion in Vienna He replied that he bad urged the Party leaders to 
abandon their propagandamAustna on the theory that thus they 
would soon win that nation into the German Nazi orbit I From 
all I have learned these last eight months, the Austnans have 
grown so sick of the methods practised here that they, hke the 
Germans of Czechoslovakia, would be un^vllilng to jom the 
German Reich Lee u'as on his way back home, via Pans, to 
New York to contmue his strange work. 

January 30 Tuesday I went to a Bteraiend at Alfred Rosen 
berg’s He is the head of the Foreign Office of the Nazi Party 
nhf ^iSnmfer oi'‘jhsQce jot iSavana spoke oi''tJic new Taws 
enacted to secure the umty of Germany, the subordination of 
the Jcivs, and the new spin! ofthcNazi^tate which be thought 
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aimosl perfect. He subscribed to a Nazi version of the Hegelian 
philosophy of state : all peasants and workers in the cities- are 
happy to serve the Nazi state, without thought of self. On my 
right sat a member of the Propaganda^ Minis^^ I a^ke^him^ 
if he believed -worken and peasants were' so ha^ilyabsorbcd 
in the state. He said : "Yes, absolutely.” Rosenberg sat on my 
left but he did not talk like an educated, trained man, even 
though he is the author of a famous Nazi classic, The Mylk oj- 
the Tiuentieih C<nlu^. 

Janaaiy 31. Wednesday. I attended a dinner at Dr. Kurt 
Schmitt’s in Dablem. He is Minister of Economics and lives 
in a large house fitted out in grand style, though in good taste. 
The party included some aristocrats of the old days but they 
. were not in the least pretentious. Schmitt is a Bavarian and a 
big landlord. He seems to be a most loyal Hitlerite though 
his public speeches show him to be courageous in opposition to 
some Nazi policies. The day of my arrival in Berlin he deliv- 
ered an address on economic recovery which I thought notable 
though conservative. 

Fehntary i. Thursday. This day illustrates the folly of the 
diplomatic world. At 8.30, after a busy morning and afternoon 
at the office, my wife and I went to the Italian Ambassador’s 
palace. At a lime when Italy declares herself unable to pay any 
part of the bilUon dollar debt due the Urvited States for pre- 
serving her existence in 1918, M. Vittorio Cerruti, the Ambas- 
sador, took us into a palace, newly rebuilt and enlarged, where 
the most expensive decorations imaginable adorned every wall. 
As ^ve went up the broad, tvinding stairs, servants attired in 
18th-century livery and with wigs dressed and coloured after 
the manner of Louis XV’s time, stood at attention on both 
sfdcs dr the approaches. 

In the reception-room there were some some forty guests, the 
diplomats in offidal diplomatic regalia and the Germans in 
army or Nazi umforms. The dining-room was the largest we 
have yet seen and there was a servant for every fourth guest. 
They stood at attention behind the chairs, watching every move- 
ment of knife and fork ^d t know not what else I I would 
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guess the show cost at least $800, and the palace is almost as 
grejft as the White, House m Washington while its halls and 
rooms are more expensively fitted out Yet Italy is unable to 
pay, a dollar of her debt ! 

I sat on the left of the clever Madame Cerruti, a Hunganan 
Jewess, whom the Germans do not dare to embarrass, and who 
IS such an‘ardent Hunganan nationalist that she talks all the 
-time abouf her “poor stndcen country " She lives hopefully for 
the day when it ^\rlll be restored to mastery of the Balkans She 
hardly spoke of Italy, which her husband represents There 
were masses of expensive flow^ on the table, three or four 
wine glasses at every place and everything was served on huge 
silver platters and m heavy silver dinner plates There was no 
general conversation and nothing of importance mentioned the 
whole evening Diplomatic display and stmt and nothing more ! 

From the Cerrutis’ wc went to the Hotel Kaiserhof where 
we were joined by our children at a grand rccepoon, a stand-up 
party given by the Foreign Minister and his wfe The hosts 
receive their fnends, ofiicial Germans and the diplomatic corps, 
like this once a year There must have been at least 700 or more 
people Supper was served on a huge table htcnlly loaded 
doivn with food of all kinds, beer, svinc and liquors of all 
sorts, and there were servants by the score to assist It was a 
grand show that must have cost more than 5 1,000, at the 
expense of poor Germany I There was some opportunit> for a 
little gossip as people gathered in groups to look at one an- 
other’s decorations or women’s exposed backs and breasts We 
were duly received, loitered around from jo 30 to IJ 15, and 
then V.C took our departure To me it was quite as useless a 
•■display as the dinner party of the Italians I have .aluap acted - 
upon the assumpuon that people give such entertainments in 
order that men may leam something from one another Not 
this evening 1 was delighted to return to our quiet home I 
drank a glass of milk and ate a stewed peach before I retired 

F/hwirjr 5 Salurtfrr Louis Ixichncr of the Associated Press 
and a prominent German religious leader Vvho has supplied 
I^hner with much secret church information on the Nan re- 
ligious warfare came to call It u counted treason in these times 
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for a German to give foreign newsmen information unless it is 
favourable to the existing regime This informant told reckless 
stones of the Lutheran struggle for freedom of conscience and 
Lochner expressed fear that his (nend might be thrown into a 
concentration camp 1 had the idea they wished help in case of 
trouble Both spoke of Dr MacFarland’s “surrender” to the 
Nazis and said that the English Protestants were yielding to 
the cunous, primitive Aryan Christianity of Hitler ^apd Rosen-^ 
berg A peculiar religious unity is prevailing here but 1 believe 
the Lutherans wll surrender, the meomes of their clergy come 
from the government ^ 

Fefcruo^ 7 Wednesday James G McDonald came at 3 
o’clock to our house He is the League of Nations High Com- 
missioner for German Refugees The task of his organization 
13 to help the persecuted to find homes somewhere m the 
United States or Latin Amenca His headquarters arc to be at 
Lausanne, SiviCzerland, and he is now organizing bis staff and 
collecting funds 

McDonald impressed me again as not very much enamoured 
of his new and difficult position, though his work as planned 
seems to me very important, for Hitler is never going to cease 
trying to ban all Jews from the Reich McDonald told me he 
had raised 500,000 pounds sterling from English Jews but that 
the givers are not enthusiastic and did not wish many German 
Jews to enter England He said that in tlic Umted States 
“ there is much interest in hinited circles but no entbusiasir 
for taking persecuted Jews into the country ” These people 
must have clencal, professional or finanaal jobs wherevei 
^they migrate and there arc few such positions available any- 
where 

He ivTshcs to arrange ivith the Germans for a ten year plan 
for the removal of Jews and the transfer of German property 
for their initial support Von Ncuratb is not opposed to this 
plan, but unable to give any promises To remove over 600,000 
people, most of whom are fairly well to do, from any country, 
IS no easy task. To expel them, as has been tried the last twelve 
months, would arouse intense hostility Perhaps 50,000 have 
departed from Germany since’ HiUer became Chancellor m 
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January, 1933 McDonald remained an hour talking over his 
difficulties ^ 

At 8 30 we svent io dinner with the President of the Reich 
in his palace on the Wilhclmslrasse There were fifty diplomats 
m gala attire present, servants as numerous as in the Italian 
palace There was a military tone to the evening I sat between 
the wives of the Russian and Italian Ambassadors, the Russian 
^very simple and peasant-like, the Italian liken French lady in- 
waiting of former times Von Hmdenburg himself was appar- 
ently quite vigorous looking 

After dinner we stood in the beautiful rcceptioq hall tvith 
18th-century paintings of Roman subjects on the walls Chan- 
cellor Hitler moved rather gracefully about speaking somewhat 
freely Von Hmdenburg retired to a magmficent neighbouring 
room where he received his guests sitting When I went in and 
sat down for what was intended tobeabnef talk, I noticed Von 
Ncurath came in and sat down near me I retired promptly 
Perhaps Von Hmdenburg would have talked frankly Von 
Ncurath, m my judgment, intended to prevent that We came 
away at lo 30 as suggested on our invitation cards While the 
entertainment was good and the attitudes less formal than at 
other places, I do not think the evening added to'^anybody’s 
information about anything 

Februa^ 10 Saturday William and Martha gave a ball for 
lao people to whom they felt under obligations It was. a gala 
affair Pnnee Fricdnch Hohenzollem and the great viohmst 
Kreisler and others were present I retired at one o’cl6ck 

, February 15 Thursday The Soviet Ambassador called to 
talk over Far Eastern problems He is uneasy about Man- 
choukuo and also the railway controversy with Japan My feel 
mg IS that the situation is not so ominous as when Bullitt passed 
through 

We had a grand dinner attended by twenty two diplomats, 
but nothing to compare with the Belgian or even the Rumaman 
displays which we have attended It was an agreeable evemng, 
although there were too many gu^ts for real acquaintanceship 
or good conversation, except in the corner groups that sat doivn 
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together after leaving the table. The cost was perhaps $ioo or 
$200, terribly simple for an ambassador. 

Fthruary 17. S<ilv.rday. We had dinner with the Danish Min- 
ister, fifty people present, a grand stand-up party. It is dreary 
to have to repeat the tiresomeness of these affairs, but they 
seem to be a part of this life. . ' 

Februaiy 20. Tuesday. Dr. Hjalmar Schacht called at 4.30 
to propose a scheme for the tJ.S. Government to assist Ameri- 
can creditors to better faith in German payment of interest and 
prindpal by some sort of guarantee until Germans can buy 
§500,000,000 worth of cotton and then sell cotton to other 
countries. He says he could convince Roosevelt in fifteen min- 
utes, and then American foreign trade would greatly improve, 
German credit become good and creditors would be satisfied. 

1 did not quite ynderstand his scheme but sent a report to the 
State Departmerit. Somehow I came to thinh that Dr. Schacht 
could carry his scheme through successfully if given the power. 
Contrary to public opirvion at home, I am amazed and impressed 
at the great German financier who manipulates German credits , 
and debits so cleverly that, although he has little gold, he keeps 
his currency value at par and business stable. I wonder if he can 
get his cotton scheme accepted. 

Fefcrua^ 21, James Gannon, of the Chas^ Na- 

tional Bank, New York, called to report a satisfactory con- 
ference Vith the German Reichsbank about the hundreds of 
millions of dollars in loans known as “stillstand” agreement 
loans. He was quite satisfied and gave Schacht the highest 
rating for devemess and honesty. 

Fehruary 25, Friday^ I attended a dinner at Roehm’s, Chief 
of Staff of the S.A., at his new palace on the Matthaikirche- 
strasse, with about fifty people present. Von Neurath sat on my 
right and indicated that the League of Nations is essential to 
world economic recovery and added Germany ought to return 
if ccotiomic questions were taken up in Geneva. I suspected, 
as once before, that he Had not favoured German withdrawal 
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last autumn On the left of the host sat Sir Enc Phipps, Bntish 
Ambassador, who never ^aid a word the whole evening that 
could in any way be considered as revealing any kind of attitude 
•of mind Two or three Naai chiefs talked with me a half hour 
about the unfortunate character of jSeman Icaderslup over the 
last fifty years, except for Bismarck in whose work no error is 
ever acknowledged here I wenf so far as to say Germans do 
-not understand their problem, especially as regards foreign rela- 
tiom They agreed , even the Nazis arc polite 

Febniaiy 24 Saturday Our Mimstcr to Vienna, Mr Earle, 
who went away from his post a month ago, called at 12 o’clock 
to report attitudes and opimons of the government and people 
at home about Austna and its “rcvojuuoo ” 

He was quite pleased at Roosevelt’s leadership He said, 
however, the President looks much older than he did sue months 
ago This is somewhat disturbing to me in view of the person- 
alities who might become leaders m case of Roosevelt’s decease 
orsenous illness 

Earle thinks Dollfuss was nght in his ruthless handling of 
, the Socialist rebellion in Austna dunng the second half of Feb- 
ruary I think Dollfuss was very shortsighted, and believe he 
has given the Nazi group m Austna a fine chance of capturing 
the government before very long 

February sG Monday Another dinner ^ At 9 o’clock we sat 
down in the Herren Klub on the Hermahn Gonngstrasse, as 
guests of Vice-Chancellor and Frau von Papen He represents 
m the Hitler Cabinet the remnant of the Centre Party which 
played a great role from the time of Bismarck to 1932 He is 
a Catholic and is especially commissioned to rally German opin- 
ion for the recovery of the Saar Temtory which has been under 
French mandate from the League smee 1920 as a penalty for 
German destruction of French nunes during the war Von 
Papen also tries to keep Hitler in contact wth the Pope when 
difficulties threaten the new Reich from a Catholic Hirren on. 
The opmion here is that be is a futile if intriguing person 
There were more than fifty pcopTe- present hly wife sat on 
Von Papen’s nght, and on both sides of the great senu-quadn- 
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lateral table there were counts and countesses, generals, Cabinet 
officbls galore. Of course the conversation could not be general, 
just the small talk of each man between two women and each 
woman between two men. ^Vhen wc all marched ceremoniously^ 
out of the dining-room into the great adjoining reccpUon-hall 
of the military club, wc stood in groups and talked a little and 
looked at the many battle scenes as shown on the broad can- 
vases of the old. HohenzoUenx regime. Every picture bore a ^ 
. military stamp. »• ’ ^ 

The one man I talked a little frankly ^N^th ^vas the Finance 
Minister, Coxmt Lutz von Schwerin-Krosigk, a Rhodes Scholar 
at Oxford before the World War, a soldier on' the Western 
Front for four years, an under official in the Finance Ministry 
after the Versailles Treaty, and now one of the wisest men in 
the Hitler Cabinet, I am told. He showed in all he^said a 
decided attitude of distrust towards the present German drift, 
though he did not mention Hitler. He has been a student of 
hbtory and a thoughtful observer of events. He is the first 
eminent German who has agreed with me that Bismarck failed 
in one large undertaking; he angered eminent and honest 
leaders when that was entirely unnecessary and he was im- 
mensely unpopular in the Foreign Office when he retired. The 
Count also acknowledged that the Kmser bad made a terrible 
blunder in 1914. when he allowed the military-financial- 
industrial groups to drive him into war. No other eminent man 
here has ever said this much, though several have implied jt. 
We departed at ii, our usual hour, and I >vrote a'^while in my 
diary when I got home.' 

Fehruaty s 8 . \yedTUsday. A busy day. I had a long talk with 
Dr. Ritter of the Foreign Office about a proposed commission 
to go to Washington to negotiate a new commercial treaty with 
ottr goi'emm^t /or an increase of imports and exports. It was, 
like a favoured-nation treaty, only another way of lo^vering 
tariff walls and of course I was sympathetic. The Assistant 
Secretary of the Economics Ministry, Dr. Posse, was to head the 
commission. 

At 5 o’clock, I went to tea with Propaganda Minister Goeb- 
bds who sat down witb^thc Papal Nuncio, the British Ambas- 
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sador, myself and others of the diplomatic corps. At the appro- 
priate moment he arose and read a somewhat conciliatory speech 
to the diplomats and all the foreign press people. It was plain 
he was trying to apply the advice which Ivy Lee urged Upon 
him a month ago and reported very carefullyrto me. Louis 
Lochner replied in a clever, humorous manner, assuming there 
would be frank, weekly confcrcnces^thcreafter with'the press. 
Gocbbcis smiled significantly when I happened to catch his eye 
at thb moment. There werc.no questions asked or answered 
afterwards, which would have been according to British and 
American habit. 

March a. Friday. VVe sat down tonight at an informal dirmer 
with Sir Eric Phipps. There were too many guests for any 
really frank talk, except my (avourite way, in a comer. I learned 
that Anthony Eden, Keeper of the Seals, had been rebuffed in 
Paris, perhaps simply put off. French popular* opimon is re- 
ported to be very pacifist, French official and military opTnion 
to hold that a “preventive war”*svith. Germany should start 
this spring. The idea is to catch Germany and to seize the 
RJiindand before it is too late. 

March 3. Saturday. At 4 o’clock, I sat down for a frank talk 
with M. Fr^^ois-Poncet who showed some concern, even anx- 
iety, about the attitude of his government on the Eden negotia- 
tions. However, he did not reveal his re^ attitude as^ had half 
*expected, and I came away a little disappointed.^ If the'French 
were to accept the British scheme of partial disarmament 
supervision, the Germans would be put on the defensive and 
as time passed they ivould find it impossible to go-on arming, 
as they now are, due to the French attitude since 1920. ..The 
French Ambassador indicated that he would communicate with 
me In the event of any change of policy of his government 
before my departure for Washington. 

Marck-j^ Sunday. Today is the anniversary of President 
Kboseveil'S ifisf day m otfice. Kbosevett came to otficc at a 
moment when all social-economic relations of the -so-called 
western world were undergoing drastic reform It was a de- • 
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cisive moment in history, like the beginning of the American 
Revolution in 1 774. The individualism which Englishmen and 
Americans forced into application in their countries between 
177^ and 1846 and'which the French adopted in their way has 
everywh^e been abused and defeated so that modem society 
must now.act through* governments to subordinate individual 
and corporate aggrandizement, and use social control so that 
individual independence, equality and initiative may once more 
prevail, as was planned, except as to religion, by Sam Adams 
and Thom^ Jefferson. Roosevelt secs this in spite of the fact 
that his training at Groton and Harvard was faulty, even 
’ vicious, and the wealth of his family burdensome. The task 
which he must perforrq is quite as difficult as Jefferson^s effort 
to abolish slavery. 

He has started upon a series of experiments which have 
already increased the national debt by several billion dollars, 
and wmc of the experiments arc showing harmful effects. But 
unlike other Presidents he recognizes errors and shifts his posi- 
tion in order to carry his objecuve : the re-ordering of all social 
and class relations. ' If he succeeds, the ideal of Adams and 
Jefferson ,wUl be applied in a society where slave-holders (big 
business chiefs) no longer rule. But it will require modffication 
of his methods and eternal vigilance for decades to come. 

In case Roosevelt docs not succeed, or if he should die before 
the greater part of his work is accepted, there will be a dicta- 
torship, which would be ruinous to the United States. My hope 
is that he carries on until 1941 when he would be able to name*" 
his successor and secure prolonged application of his reforms, 
thus showing Big Business and European autocrats that leader- 
ship through democratic processes is still possible in a world of 
mechanics and invention. 



Ill 

Marches, 1334 to July 3 , 1334 

March 5 Monday A bnef vmt -to the ‘Dutch Minister re- 
vealed evidence of a less bclhgcrent attitude by the Japanese 
towards Vladivostok than has hitherto appeared to be the case 
He keeps in dose touch twth the Far East and ivith London 
and watches the moves m the United States as few other 
diplomats do 

At 6 30 I went, upon request, to the German Foreign Office 
Von Ncurath kept me waiting ten minutes which, in view of my 
expenence last October, I noticed and resented JVhen I entered 
his office, the old Bismarck room, he ivas sail engaged in read- 
ing pages of a memorandum which he held in ^ hand as we 
shook hands He showed a httlc perturbauon and proceeded 
at once to read me part of a telegram from'the German Am 
bassador in ^Vashlngton The telegram gave information about 
a forthcoming mock tnai of Hitler m New York The hfayor, 
Fiorello Ca Guardia, Alfred E Smith, Judge Samuel Seabury 
and former American Secretary of State Bambndge Colby is ere 
to indict the German Chancellor for returning Germany to 
^ ^medievalism and for the barbansm of the methods he resorts 
to The Jesvs of New York City, organized labour, ''and the 
American Legion, sponsors of the demonstration, had invited 
the Ambassador, Hans Luther, to defend his chief or send some 
lawyer to represent him or Hitler' , 

Von Ncurath was nonplussed I had told fum more than once 
the Jeivish policy of Hitler would bnng further trouble if not 
changed He had pretended agreement \S^en he asked me to 
cable Washington in the hope thatvthe President or Secretary 
Hull would intervene and stop the inal, I said that it could 
be done only by violaUng fundamental Amcncan principles, 
that nobody in the Uruted. States, could, suppress a. yiwiatA or 
public meeting (although 1 knciv the governments ofciUes and 
states had suppressed meetings of socialists and pacifists during 
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the World War, period) without violating the constitutions of 
the nation and of the several states. 

H^’dgrccd that he knew these facts but hoped once more I 
could do something to influence thcNctv Yorkers. I said that if 
Luther had cabled the news before publicity of the plan had 
beeft givOT out, it might have been possible for Roosevelt to 
dissuade^lhe leaders, from such a demonstraUon on the ground 
’of 'hurting .relations bettvecn our two countries. Of course 
Luther was not apt to know of such preparations. After a few 
minutes more of anxious talk. Von Ncurath gave me the memo- 
randum he had been reading. I returned to the Embassy and 
gave the document to Mr. Orme Wilson, secretary for political 
matters, for a digest 'for consideration next morning. 

At’p.so my udfe and family and myself went to the Hotel 
Kaiserhof to see what Von Papen wished to do at his Bierahend. 
There were hundreds of people, including many diplomats, 
present. It was a demonstration on behalf of the German desire 
for the restoration of the Saar Territory. A number of reels of 
film were 5hown,,a lot of Saar wnc was given away and some 
talk indulged in. We came away at 1 J .30 convinced that all 
the money spent, perhaps $1,000, had been wasted. It was all 
such obvious., propaganda that even Germans admitted the 
futility of it. Another wasted c%'cmng I 

March 6 . Tuesday. I ^called by request on Dr. Ritter to 
discuss a second time the possibilities of a German commission 
' to Washington to discuss Schacht’s scheme along svith others 
designed to increase German exports, Ritter showed anxiety as 
had Scha^t. I urged that a cornmission of the best economists 
in Germany be sent and that his people be prepared beforehand 
for real conce^ions if they expected results. I know the United 
States .protectionist policy the last twelve years is the greatest 
cause of trade difficulties. But I saw hope in the plan and 
promised ttf advance it all I could. 

-Then I referred to the ^agreeable event discussed tvith 
Von Ncurath yesterday and gave him a copy of a foolish Nazi 
propaganda pamphlet sent out for foreign' consumption some 
ten days ago. It was a iene%val of the 1913 Imperial idea that 
all Germans o\cr the whole world o%ved a double allegiance. 
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I reminded him that such matters injured Gqrmany, not the 
countnes where German emigrants lived He agreed, but he 
indicated that the officials of the Foreign Office did not have 
power under the present regime to control such matters Von 
Ncurath had said as much the evening before I am sorry for 
these clearcr-hcadcd Germans who know world affaire fiurly 
well, who must work for (heir country and yet must submit 
to the Hulcr-Goenng-Goebbcls ignorancoand autocracy 

Merck 7 Wednesday At 1 o’clock I called by appointment 
to see Chancellor Hitler Hanfstacngl had arranged the inter- 
view, and no one was supposed to know about it As I went in, 
Von Ncurath met me, walked a few steps and entered the door 
of a room adjoining the Chancellor’s He was plainly a httlc 
peeved, as he always accompames those foreigners who see the 
President or the Chancellor 

Hitler was very cordial We sat doivn at a table, with my 
back towards the room where Von Ncurath >vas supposed to be 
Unless there was some electnc device concealed m,the walls, 
no one heard what was said 

For nearly an hour ive reviewed problems of German-Amen 
can relations I asked Hitler if he had any message he wshed 
me to give the President when I reached Washington He was 
a little surprised, looked a moment at me and said “Leume 
think It over and sec you again ” 

I then raised the subject of disagreeable and harmful propa- 
ganda, as suggested by Secretary Hull, saying that unwise 
propaganda jn 1915-16 had done a great deal to bnng the 
United States into the World War He pretended astonish- 
ment and asked for more details I did not give names as two 
of the worst offenders are now offiaals of the Hitler regime 
Von Papen, his second m command, and Dr Fuchr of the 
Foreign Office I then spoke of the pamphlets calling upon all 
Germans in the Umted States, as elsewhere, to remember that 
they are and must always remain Germans almost like the Jaw 
of 1913 claiming double allegiance for Germans He at once 
said with emotion “Ach that is all Jewish hes, if I find out 
who docs that, T will put him out of the country, at once ’ 
ji I then explained the Jewish situation as existing in New York 
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where the mock trial was to be hcld^ but did not mention the 
subject itself. He broke in frequently with such expressions as 
“Damn the Jews” and insisted that if agitation continued in 
the outside world, he would make an end of all Jews in Ger- 
many. He spoke of having saved Germany from the Commu- 
nists and said 59 per cent of the oflicials of Russia were Jews. 

I privately' questioned his figures but said : Sovietism is no 
longer a menace. He shook his head. 1 added that the Com- 
munists had polled only a few votes in the United States in 
1932. He declared loudly : “Happy country. Your people seem 
to be so sensible in this respect.” 

Yinally, I raised the question of universities and academic 
freedom and pressed the point that by university contacts and 
free discussion of international relations we should solve many 
of OUT difficulUes. He agreed and in closing our talk he empha- 
sized Roosevelt’s plan for better commerce. 

As I left the room, I met the Minister of Education, Dr. 
Rust, who had of late given out drastic orders against academic 
freedom. ^\Ve talked a minute or two and I stressed the subject 
of intellectual freedom as important in relations between the 
United States and Germany, He seemed never to have thought 
seriously of that phase of the subject. 

At 8.30 we had our second diplomatic dinner. Twenty-ttvo 
person^, 'including the Spanish Ambassador and Finance Min- 
ister von Schwerin-Krosigk, were present. We had an agreeable 
evemng, bu^ there was Uttlc chance for close acquaintance- 
ship. 1 like the Spaniard very much but got only a fesv minutes 
with him. Everybody went away about 1 1 .30. 

‘As I am writing my diary tonight after having seen Hitler, 

I am inserting the general impressions I have received and 
written about three of the chief Nazi leaders, \ 

The Hitler re^me is composed of three rather inexperienced 
and very dogmatic persons, all of whom have been more or less 
connected wth murderous undertakings in the last eight or ten 
years. 1 1 is a combination of men who represent difierent groups 
of the present German majority, not an actual majority. 

Hitler, now about forty-five, was an orphan at thirteen, went, 
through the World War without promotions or decoratiqfl^os 
much worshipped here, and had some very curious cxppfS&J 
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in Munich between 1919 and 1923 He is romantic-minded 
and half informed about great Iiistoncal events and men in 
Germany He was for a number of years a strict imitator of 
Mussolini He rose to power by orgamzing elements in Ger- 
many which were unemployed and indignant because Germany 
had not won tlic World War His devices arc the devices which 
men stt up in ancient Rome, namely, the Hakenkreuz and the 
personal salute 

He has definitely said on a number of occasionsthat a people 
survives by fighting and dies as a consequence of peaceful 
policies His influence is and has been wholly bclhgcrent The 
last six or eight months he has made many announcements o 
peaceful purposes I think he is perfectly sincere and is willing 
to negotiate with France, but only on his own terms In the back 
of his mmd is the old German idea of dominating Europe 
through warfare 

Hidcr’s first lieutenant is Joseph Paul Goebbels, some ten 
years younger, a miniature figure who ivas not engaged in the 
war but who imbibed the bitterness against France and the rest 
of the world dunng that long struggle After the war I** 
gaged in orgamzing mihtant gangster groups m western Ger 
many and took every possible occasion to challenge the Social 
Democratic regime which submitted to the Treaty of Versail cs 
He joined Hitler and made constant declarations that the Ger- 
man people, once united, would dominate the svorld Wlulc 
Hitler IS a fair orator as German oratory goes, Goebbels is a 
past master He makes a point of sUmng animosities and 
hatreds whenever there is opportumty, and he has combme 
all the newspapers, radio, publications and art activities of Ger- 
many into one vast propaganda machine Through this agency 
he IS bent upon forcing all Germans into one sohd Nazi 
phalanx He is far cleverer than Hitler, is much more bel 
hgerent, and, I am told, always refuses to have contacts ivith 
foreigners 

The third member of this tnumvirate is Hermann Goenng 
about forty, who comes from southern Germany, and who was 
involved, as was Goebbels, in the 1923 Mumch beer hall 
putsch He was a fugitive from justice for some months while 
Hitler was m jail at Landsberg, and became mtensely violent 
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against all democratic and soaalisf parties. The republican 
government issued pardons for Hitler and Gocring 'vbo re- 
warded tins friendly act by renewng their gangster agitations. 

While Goebbcls uses sometliing approaching a socialist ter- 
minology, he mobilized his Storm Troop units against the 
official Communist party. Goering represenU a more clearly 
aristocratic and Prussian Germanism. He enjoys great support 
from the larger business interests. He had a marvellous experi- 
ence during the war as an aviator and became as intensely war- 
like as Goebbels and Hitler. He is the President of Prussia, 
and has mobilized the old Prussian extremists (including the 
Black Reichswehr) and militarists on behalf of the present 
regime. 

A unique triumvirate 1 Hitler, less educated, more romantic, 
with a semi-criminal record; Goebbels and Goering, both 
Doctors of Philosophy, both animated by intense class and foreign 
hatreds and both willing to resort to the most ruthless methods. 
They do not love each other, but in order to maintain their 
poiver, they have to sit down together. I do not think there 
has ever been in modem history such a unique group. There 
was such a group in ancient Rome. 

March 10. Saturday. Poultney Bigelow, son of John Bigelow, 
an unusual man and friend of the Kaiser, who had just spent 
three or four days at Doom, was to dine informally with us. 
We asked Louis Ferdinand, grandson of the Kaiser who has 
spent two or three years >vith Henry Ford in 'Detroit and who 
isjnost spoken of as possible successor to the German throne, 
to join us. Consul-General Messersmith, just appointed Min- 
ister to Uruguay— and very happy about it— was also of the 
party. Since Von Neurath had seemed a little distressed on 
Tuesday , we. alva asked ki’KV, be vras kitmtnxr . Tbere was 

more frank and informing conversation than we have had in 
months. Von Neurath and Bigelow embraced each other more • 
thap once. The Princc.was very interesting but discreet. 

• 1 spent today in closing up official matters 

m the Lhancery of the Embassy and seeing a fetv people who 
wished to talk over some matters. The most interesting of 
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these was Stephen P^‘Dliggan of the International Institute 
of Education of Ncw'York He had spent ten days at Geneva 
and two weeks in Pans He is very anxious about mtcmational 
relations and lays most of the blame for the cntical situation 
upon Hitler and to less extent upon Mussolini 

When I went up to bed, I found Fntz, our butler, packing 
my suitcases This is disagreeable to me, as I do not think it a 
disgrace for a man to pack his own bags 

March 75 Thursday All the fomily drove to Hamburg to 
see me off for Washington I had a sneaking feeling that the 
company was unwilling for tJie ship to sail on the r3th (Wood 
row Wilson’s lucky day) So we sailed on March 14th to avoid 
challenging luck I went to bed hopeful, but suspecting we 
should have started on Friday and regretung that I had for- 
gotten to take out an accident insurance policy 

Merck ss Thursday One of our Amencan consuls is on 
board, a man of fine qualities who wishes to leave Germany as 
soon as possible and asks me to help his transfer while I am m 
Washington He deserves promotion and being a Jew be is 
unhappy m Germany His position is certainly difficult and he 
IS convinced the State Department decides promotions and 
transfers according to favouritism 

This accords with a similar story of another consul in Czecho- 
slovakia who IS also returning on leave The further 1 go in my 
study of State Department pohaes, the more evidence there is 
tha^ a clique of kinspeople connected with certain nch families 
are bent upon exploiting the Foreign Service for their set, 
many of them Harvard graduates who are not''even well m 
formed Snobbery and personal gratification are the mam 
objects with them 

March 23 Friday At Quarantme, Dr Karl Werkmeister, 
acting German Consul General in New York came to me with 
a letter from Chancellor Hitler to President Roosevelt Werk 
meister was merely finishing the interview I had with Hitler 
on March 7th v 
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March 13 Friday Colonel House-Sent his handsome limou- 
sine inth a fnend to meet me when the Manhallan docked and 
take me quietly to his house It tvas a lucky thing, for taxi 
folk were on stnke, and if I had gone to an hotel the neivspapcr 
folk would have pestered me until my tram for Washington 
departed House gave me valuable information about un- 
friendly officials m the State-Department mth whom I Would 
have to deal 

March 24 Saturday 1 went at 11 o’clock to talk with Secre- 
tary Hull We had forty five minutes together, reviewing re- 
cent attitudes in Germany He was a little puzzled about an 
answer to be given by the President to Hitler’s code message — 
pubUcity might follow HuU repeated his recent conversations 
wth the German Ambassador, Luther, who showed no control 
over his emotions and seemed to be a complete convert to Hit 
lensm, which he seemed not to be last summer Hull said 
Luther seemed entirely unable to undcrstand'frccdom of the 
press, free speech and freedom of rcbgion as practised in the 
United States While I doubt the real freedom of press and 
speech in my erwn country, the absolute denial of aU these in 
Germany makes Luther’s position understandable he must be 
a Hitlcnte or be recalled 

March 30 Friday For a week, I have been working m the 
State Department On Sunday, March 25, I had.dmner with 
Daniel Roper and members of his family Monday I was again 
busy visiting State Department officials hke Walton Moore 
and Wilbur J Can, of the personnel division Tuesday I had 
dinner, after a busy day, with Jouett Shouse and his wife 'and 
guests Desha Breckinridge and Lowell Mellctt, of the Senpps- 
Howard prea syndicate Conversation was frank ahd open 
In the afternoon I attended a conference of personnel 
officers m the State Department Moore, Carr, Sumner Welles 
(of doubtful Cuban fame), Hugh Wilson and others were' 
present I reported that Amcncan diplomacy had a new role 
to play The Louis XIV and Victoria style and tirrtes had 
passed The nations of the world were bankrupt, mcludmg our 
own It ivas time to cease grand style performances I de- 
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scnbed Belgian, Italian and Ffcnch dinners of state m Berlin 
There was some amusement 

I then talked of American staff officials who shipped furni- 
ture enough for twenty room houses at the cost of $3,000, 
with only two person^ in the farmlyl An assistant to me in 
Berlin had a chauffeur, a porter, a butler, a valet, two cooks 
and two maids All for two persons • While these people paid 
all ^ese extraordinary expenses, the government paid tho 
$3,000 freight and then found that such a person svas not even 
well quahfied for best service I urged that men should not 
be allowed to spend more than their salanes $4,000 to $17,500 
a year Besides, I urged the necessity of having ambassadors 
and assistants who knew the history and traditions of the coun 
tries to which they ivere sent, men who think of their mvn 
country’s interests, not so much about a different suit of clothes 
each day or sitting up at gay but silly dinners and sho%vs every 
night until 1 o’ clocL Sumner Welles winced a httle the owner 
of a mansion in Washington which outshines the White House 
m some respects and is about as large 

There was much talk and some embarrassment, but general 
agreement that the time had come for a new kind of service 
I was not fooled, however, aAcr two hours of pretended agree- 
ment 

Thursday I had luncheon at the Library of Congress 
Librarian Herbert Putnam was in fine humour After some two 
hours of work in the stacks, I was called from New York by 
James McDonald who was about to leave Cor Europe m another 
effort to solve the German Jewish problem ' 

I drove away today to my farm near Round Hill Later, I 
droi e three miles south on a sandy clay road to engage Mason 
Peyton to help me open some choked ivatcr pipes On my w'ay 
back, following another road, recently repaired, I ivas stalled 
m the mud and tlie car would not move forward or backward 
It was getung dark Waiting a litUe md w ondenng what to do, 
having no chains, I saw a sturdy looking farm worker coming 
down the road He willingly lent a hand and put some broad 
boards, which he found nearby, under the rear ivhecls But the 
car could not be started A few minutes later another farmer 
came along the road Both lent willing hands Aficr fiflcen 
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minutes of muddy work, I was able to pull out. Neither of ^e 
men would accept any pay lor thcir'*work. How unlike 
Europe I 

April Ip. Thursday, In Chicago I lunched with Leo Wormser 
and Max Epstein to talk over the Jewish problem in Germany. 
Wormser and Epstein explained how they and their friends had 
calmed their fellows and prevented any violent demonstrations 
in Chicago as planned. James Gerard had not spoken. But the 
Chicago Jews were indignant and unwilling to ease off their 
boycott. I told them that a month ago the Chancellor of Ger« 
many had ordered the closing of Columbia House, Berlin’s 
worst prison, and the re-establishing of a warrant system in 
making arrests, and added my own opinion on how the drift 
.seemed to be going. 

April so, Friday. At a library meeting of the University of 
Chicago, Carl Sandburg, author of a definitive life of Abraham 
Lincoln, and Lloyd Lews, author of a popular biography 
of General William T. Sherman, and I made short speeches 
tonight about the Barton collection of Lincolniana. It had also 
been arranged that Governor Henry Homer of Illinois be 
present — only I knew Homer would not be there because I had 
more than once rebuke'd him in 1933 for not using his guber- 
natorial power to rid GHcago of its terrible racketeering mayor- 
alty. ^Vith this in the background, I knew Governor Homer 
would allow Sandburg and m>^eir to function alone as far as 
he was concerned. 

The audience was large and great interest was shown in the 
frankest discussion of Lincoln I have ever heard in Chicago, 
Lincoln interpreted as a great human soul in high position igno- ’ 
rsnt a( rmter of Cftc fntri^es befiincf fiis back. Aff of us gave 
Lincoln full credit for his one great objective: a union of demo- 
cratic states such as Jefferson had dreamed of and worked for. 
All of us raised questions concerning the tvisdom of certain 
crucial decisions: allowing war instead of compromise in 1861 ; 
granting economic control to industrialists and financiers, per- 
haps unavoidably once war was on. Even these points obtained 
a sympathetic hearing. 
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Apnl sx Saturday I slept late, had lunch with university 
co-workers and came back in time to speak to the social science 
faculty and students This speech was the mam object of my 
visit to the umversity For an hour I analyzed the statiu of the 
social saences history, econoimcs, political science, sociology 
My major points were history should be required of all special- 
ists in these fields and made a real discipline as well as a philo- 
sophical liackground, two languages, besides one’s mvn, 
must be required of all candidates for the doctorate and these 
made discipUnes too , the faculties must be self governing and 
participate m umversity control There were some,400 people 
present and I think there were no dissenting voices All the 
older professors as well as the -graduate students indicated unity 
of feehng and some excitement, due, as I thought, to Hutchins’ 
recent interventions m departmental affairs without allowing 
traditional self government Prof A C McLaughlm, Schmitt 
and all my former friends and even opponents indicated their 
warm support President Hutchms was absent as he bad been 
on the evening of the 20th 

Apnl £2 Monday I went to luncheon afoot today to Mrs 
Kellogg Fairbank, on North State Street, where I was offered 
the usual cocktail fashionable folk in the Umted States must 
dnnk or be counted out of style After the cocktail ceremony, 
which some of the guests seemed really to enjoy, we sat down 
to a delightful luncheon where everybody but myself con- 
demned the New Deal, Roosevelt and all his Cabinet, especially 
Ickes, Wallace and the Brain Trusters I asked for a counter 
policy and received this for comment we must go back to the 
gold standard, free banking and free industry This seemed to 
■me no real pohey at all, those policies having failed everywhere, 
nowhere worse than in Chicago German problems were dis- 
cussed rather more freely than I felt had been wise, but all 
agreed the conversation was “off the record ” 

Apnl 2g Sunday I drove today to Fuquay Spnngs where 
my father, eighty seven years old next November, lives in a 
quiet little cottage We talked for two hours about old family 
matters and little about Bcrhn Later, I drove out to Mr 
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Daniels’ magnificent place, loo daborate for his small fortune 
and loo expensive for his children when he passes away, where 
I discussed some of the State Department problems and Hull’s 
liberal policy * 

Maj> 2 Wednesday After having set everybody to his task 
about the farm and gettmg an early dinner, I drove to Wash- 
ington agam today I slopped at the Cosmos Club and at 8 
o’clock went to the Mayflower Hotel where the Ropers were 
giving a formal dinner to fifty two people m the accepted diplo- 
matic style Many eminent men in the present regime were 
present, mcludmg Mr and Mrs Josephus Darnels, guests of 
honour, Jesse Jones of the Federal Reconstruction Fmance Cor- 
poration, William Philhps of the State Department and a score 
of senators and representatives As usual no infonmiiona! talk 
was indulged in, save perhaps what Representative Sol Bloom 
of New York revealed of his attraction for Mussolim and the 
pro-Roosevelt attitude of his Republican constituents who con- 
demned him for his vole against the President’s bonus bill veto 

May 3 Thursday I visited Secretary Hull, Secretary Dem 
and Secretary Swanson during the morning and at 12 30 saw 
the President for a farewell and ako to invite him to speak 
before the annual meeting of the Amcncan Histoncal Associa- 
tion next December in Washington, D C , \vherc I am to pre 
side and read the annual address Roosevelt accepted, saying 
that he bad addressed the Association at its meeting in Charles- 
ton some twenty years ago When we finished this subject there 
was some talk about a possible Amcncan boycott of any nation 
which crossed its otvn borders m a warlike move into Mother 
sovereign nation and the meaning of the tanff powers theif 

The President asked me to give unofficially his greetings to 
Hitler when I saw him, but to be sure to imply no political 
approval of his poliaes With best wishes for his success I bade 
the President farewell, and returned to my farm 

May 6 Sunday This was a bcanuful day The budding trees 
and the apple blooms were most appealing, especially since I 
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must leave The herd of cows came m and grazed an hour on 

the la^vn and took off the surplus of blue grass 

Maj> 7 Monday At 9 o’clock Flave Clark and I drove away 
over4;he mountains via Gharlestoivn, \Vest Virgima, to Fred- 
enck, Maryland, where I bought a few articles to take to Ber- 
lin We drove on to Gcttysbui^ where I had lunch m a neat 
restaurant ivhose manager would not allow Flave, a Negro man 
of attractive beanng, to think of such a thing as eating in the 
main room He must enter the kitchen through the rear door 
exactly as ivould be required in Charleston or Atlanta Flave 
made no complamt and we drove on towards Philadelphia ^vhere 
I was to have a conference with my old friend Conyers Read 

Afqy 8 Tuesday I left Philadelphia today for Neiv York, 
after sending Flave Clark back to Virginia with my car At i 
o’clock, I went to the Century Club where Herbert S Houston, 
who had made the arrangements a month before, gathered 
together around a huge table about twenty foremost editors 
and newspaper executives in the city for luncheon The 
^mes, the Herald Tribune, the Forum, the Literary Digest were 
represented, as well as my former students \S L Chenery, 
editor of Collier's, and Edwin L James, the Times' European 
spcci^ist The discussion ran for an hour and a half I never 
met with more open and frank support on all the leading 
problems which I ventured to touch upon Even the editor 
of Time, the weekly which has treated me unfairly once or 
twice, was cordial and sympathetic Germany seemed pro- 
foundly important to them all 

There was unanimous opmion that President Roosevelt still 
-■had the overwhelming support of the masses in all sections of 
the country The first returns of the Digest poll, its editor said, 
showed overwhelnung enthusiasm m spite of all newspaper 
criticism The State Department had advised me to accept 
Houston’s mvitation a month bclbrc, that is, William Philhps 
had , and I was sure the conference was a good thing from every 
point of view since I was about to.Ieave I was disappointed 
that my friend John Finley of the Times could not have been 
present- 
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At dinner tonight at Colonel House’s, soon after wc sat down 
to the table Mrs House engaged my attention closely about 
persons and interests more social than other%visc When the 
talk had gone on for a good while, Colonel House broke in 
“My dear, you must desist There are other more important 
subjects we must discuss'” Mrs House had forgotten herself 
a little, but the Colonel also forgot himself a httle I was calm 
and showed no signs of observing the incident 
Later we went into the sitting room of their very handsome 
but not elaborate apartment In fifteen minutes the Colonel 
asked me mto his study where he had pictures of Wilson and 
Frankhn Roosevelt, with other eminent American leaders We 
sat together on the sofa and he showed me letters from promi- 
nent leaders, including a signiftcant one from the President We 
talked intimately about the groups m the Cabinet and a recent 
visit of Secretary Hull who had reported that Raymond Molcy 
was trying again to worm his way into government circles 
in Washington which Hull resented and House thought 
dangerous 

This reminded me of the pressing invitation I had had from 
Gerard Swope to take luncheon or breakfast ivith him, Herbert 
Bayard Swope, Owen D Young and Raymond Molcy while I 
was in the aty This had been sent to me m Virginia two_wccks 
or more before Gerard Swope is head of the General Electnc 
Company, Herbert figured m a doubtful capacity at the 
London Economic Conference, and Owen Young 1 have never 
regarded with any enthusiasm I had declined the invitation 
mainly because of the feeling that some sort of game was m 
mmd I distrust every one of the four Perhaps I should have 
accepted their invitations to learn what was behind their 
interest, but personal distrust got the belter of me I would not" 
vA. dojjra. va lutith wnh n Morgan — except possibly to learn 
something of his motives and attitudes 

g Wedutsday This is the day of my departure Judge 
Julian Mack of the Federal Circuit Court in New York came 
m see me He talked half an hour about the Jewish problem m 
Germany 1 reported to him Hitler’s order of March 11 or 12 
closing Columbia House, the place where Jews and others had 
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been tortured, and announcing that warrants must be proved 
before anyone could be detained more than twenty-four hours 
on any charge He thought tliese good omens, as I had re- 
ported them m Chicago 

He asked if I thought the boycott in the United States ought 
to be^ased up I said Yes, if you think Hitler is easing down 
Do It only tentatively, then more positively if the Germans 
abandon their extreme ruthlessness He did not say he would 
urge It but did indicate that he would take up the problem 

The IVashtngton sailed at 12 o’clock and I went to bed 

May ij Thursday I arrived in Berlin at 10 30 pm My 
family and all of the staff were at the tram to meet me. I was 
delighted to be home but the tense atmosphere was revealed 
at once 

May 18 Friday I had a plain, confidenual talk this room 
ing with Messersnuth who is going to Austna as hbmster We 
canvassed the subjects of Jcivs in Austria, the danger of pub 
haty, the wisdom of restraining one’s propensity for large social 
shows, and especially the value of keeping m close, confidential 
rclatioris with our Berlin Embassy He agreed on all points He 
submitted a copy of his survey of the Pans Embassy made at 
the request of Secretary Hull The report showed *a score of 
useless employees there and showed how to dispense with them 
While I have felt all along that we have too many on our staff 
and severaJ only semi competent ones, I have not been able to 
bnng about more than one transfer, that of a man who had 
engaged in embarrassing behaviour with German women 

May 24 Thursday I had lunch at a small restaui^t on 
Unter den Linden today with Di^ckhofF He is a Uberal 
German, a university Ph D who had hved for several years in 
Washington and the last few years been what' amounts to 
Assistant Secretary of State I reminded him of the assurances 
before I left on March 14 that the German Government was 
easing up on the Jewish atroatics and cited his personal 
announcement at the German Press Club luncheon, on March 
IS, that no man could thereafter be held in restramt more than 
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twenty-four hours wtltout a warrant duly approved by a local 
judge 1 also remmded him of a recent order closing the 
Columbia House 

He agreed at once that the ChanccUorhad made these moves 
in the interest of better rclauons with the United States I then 
told him what I had done m the mterest of mutual understand- 
ing with the Jews, and what Colonel House had helped me to 
do I added that Goebbels’ speech of May 12 had upset every- 
thing I had done and that Amcncans would consider me as 
imposed upon, perhaps naive 

Dieckhoff then revealed his whole attitude of opposition to 
Goebbels and his expectation that Hitler would be overthrown 
soon He gave what he considered good evidence that the 
Germans would not much longer endure the system under which 
they were dnllcd everlastingly and semi-starvcd He could 
hax^ly have said more if he had been m England or m the 
United States It was understood that all we said was to be 
confidential, except that I might give his explanation to my 
fnends at home Hull, House and other officials 
He added that a boycott against the Jews had been planned 
here for the last week m March but that the Foreign Office, 
Schacht and Schmitt had dissuaded Hitler, so that his consent 
had not been given Goebbels’ attitude had embarrassed Hitler 
though th6*Chancellor had not changed his policy It was 
simply the economic situation in March and April which made 
him uneasy But Dieckhoff added “I fear if the American 
Jews ceased their boycott and agitation, we might not get out of 
this situation,” 1 e , an overthrow might not be possible I felt 
the deep concern of a high official who could thus nsk his life in 
criticism of the exisUng regime We parted nithcr sadly, walk- 
ing slowly tow^s the Wilhelmstrassc where I ivas sure he 
would r<date what 1 had said of Roosevelt’s attitude and my 
embarrassed position at home After two hours of routine work 
in the office, I went for a walk around the Tiergarten 

A/ay s8 Monday The last few days have been occupied with 
routine work At 12 30 1 went to the Foreign Office Von Neu- 
rath kept me waiUng ten minutes, a delegation coming out of 
the private office as I went in From 12 40 to 1 15 I talked 
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^vith Von Neurath wHo was more cordial and more interested 
in understanding my viewpoints than ever before since m> 
arnval in Berlin in July, 1933 

He asked about my \acatton at home and about the United 
States but I focused conversation on the real topic by asking 
what he thought of Mussolini’s speech before the stMXiJIcd 
Italian Parliament last Saturday, the great dictator hanng dc 
dared m a formal way that war was as natural and necessary 
as child bearing to women and that the scale of h\ing in Italy 
must be lowered in order to maintain military and naval 
armaments against Italy’s nv ils 

Von Neurath said “That is like Mussolini, there are some 
fools m Germany who talk that way also, but there is no sub- 
stantial clement of the German people who want war ’ This 
was repeating what DicckltofThad siid on TTlmrsday 

Von Neurath dwelt some time on the unrortwnaic attitude of 
Trance “Ifihcy would only meet us pan way, we would gladly 
resume negotiations at Geneva I think that it would be one of 
the greatest things in (he world if France would yield ’ 

I then asked him what he thought ofRooscvcU’s declaration 
about armaments He congratulated the United Stales on such 
Icadcnhip but added ‘\ou cannot control the shipment of 
arms” even if you enact strict regulations *’ I dcscnbctl stock 
declma when Rbojoclis speech was published "particularly 
the decline of DuPont armaments stocks He nnrv>cTed 
"Good but even if your Congress goes on with the invesueation 
and European states agree to lay embargoes there v^all mil 
lx shipments of arms in one lorm or another ’* 
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I said Goebbcis’ speech as reported to me on the Washington 
was immediately printed all over the United States on May 12 
and tliat it had reopened the anli-Nazi agitation 
He was not a little perturhed He said the German Govern- 
ment had meant what it said when I left, but that Strcichcr of 
NUmberg had broken all bounds and started persecutions on 
his owm authority and that to the astonishment of all, Goebbels 
had joined Sireicher and made the tcrnblc blunder of May 
12 He added that he, Schacht and Schmitt had gone to 
Goebbels and protested He added that even the Chancellor 
was uncomfortable 

I repeated part of what I had said to Hitler about the way 
Americans are trying to control profiteenng by great financial 
interests He said he was glad to Icam that I had informed Hit- 
ler, but 1 added that the Chancellor had not agreed ivith me 
Von Neurath was silent for a moment after my remarks It was 
plain that he was entirely of my way of thinking He begged 
me to say to Washington that the outbreak was entirely con- 
trary to the German Government’s purpose, but he did not 
commit himself on Hitler He did say that Goermg had become 
a moderate on the Jesvish problem 
Then he turned to commercial relations, the dechne of 
German gold reserves to only 4 per cent of German paper 
money “What shall we do’” It is a terrible situauon He 
added “It is the Jewish boycott, the tanff bamers of all 
countries and our inabihty to purchase cotton and rubber or to 
. sell anything abroad ” He was very imeasy but did not say 
revoluuon was in waiting 

He said he agreed entirely with the Amencan Transfer Con- 
ference delegates, Laird Bell and others, that “Germany ought 
to pay half the interest du^* — a liberal concession by the Ameri- 
can bondholdecsr— “hnJ.ibR.^rrcinhu.wvujhi.'ynlilt'inA’nRh. Thrcy 
must have their 6 per cent and we have no gold or exchange 
at all ’’ 1 sympathized inth him in this as m most of what he 
said There was no sort of boasting or pnde in his attitude He. 
dreaded the effect of asking a six month moratorium It would 
have the same kind of influence in the United States that the 
boycott has had, to close the markets still more firmly 

He referred to possible negotiations m -Washington under 
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Roosevelt’s tanfF powers “Cananythmgbedone^” Isaid Yes, 
if Germany is willing to make real trade concessions Thg Presi- 
dent had not authorized me to make any suggestions on this 
subject But I was so sure of the Washington attitude that I 
added If you send a first-rate commission, I think a good deal 
can be done, but do not send persons whose reputations would 
arouse opposiUon You know what the press could do in such 
cases My idea was to avoid Dr Schacht being sent, much as 
he wishes to go He would be \ery un^velcome to Hull and 
Roosevelt 

June I Friday I had a short interview this monung ivith 
Von Ncurath about German violations of a treaty wth the 
United States The Foreign Minister took my wntten protest 
with discomfort and promised to give an answer in a day or 
two I said that Germany must not violate its treaties if she 
ever wishes to stand well with public opinion in the United 
States He asked me “What can we do’ ’ Germany had no ex 
ports to the United States and only promises of exports to Den- 
mark and other countries I had proof of senous violations due 
to heavy imports of lard from Hungary and a great decline of 
imports from Chicago meat packers He asked for a document 
or memorandum from my hand I said that I could, not give 
this to him As I came away 1 felt sorry for the Secretary svho 
always has to defend, before me, the conduct which he wholly 
disapproves He and Secretary Hull are of the same school of 
economic and international thought 

We went to Dr Schmitt’s to lunch He is a man of the same 
atutudes as Von Neurath His speeches, always printed rather 
freely in German papers, reveal an independence of mind in his 
field We sat around a table on his beautiful laivn. White and 
FJack of our staff with us After the meal was finished Schmitt 
pulled me aside, walked round and round hts lawn and talked 
for an hour about Germany’s calamitous situation, a gmat 
.and tlireatening drought, no exports to the outside world, 
intense hostihtyin the United States and England on account 
of Hit/er’s treatment of the Jews, Protestants and Catholics 
How can the Germans negotiate a new treaty with the United 
States with such tremendous hostility? I listened and talked as 
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much as 1 could during pauses. I have ncs’cr seen a German 
statesman so much distressed, and I was quite sympathetic ^vhcn 
’ he again and again referred to the folly of Hitler s policy. 

I intimated that if a commission were sent to Washington, 
Schmitt himself might be more succc^ful than other German 
ofBcials who had become very unpopular in Washington and 
New York because of their actions in regard to debts due to 
Ainericah*^redjtors. He said he could not leave very well, but 
would go if there were a prospect of success. He showed interest 
enough to ask me to* speak to Von Ncurath about his possible 
appointment — another of those suggestions that liberal German 
ofBcials havfe made from time to time. 

Junt 2. Saturday. Germany looks dry for the first time ; trees 
and fields are yellow. The papers arc full of accounts of the 
drought in Bavaria and in the United States as well. 

• After a busy day we drove to Cccilicnhof, the home of the 
German Crown Prince, a beautiful parkdike residence and 
grounds near Potsdam. We were asked to sit down with the 
Crown Princess and take tea. She is the sister of the Q.ueen of 
Denmark and a most sensible and attractive woman, the un- 
happy wife of the dissipated eldest son of the Kaiser, r\ow in 
exile in Holland. 

She was most agreeable. We sat at her table some twenty 
minutes and then asked to be excused, in order not to deprive 
others of being icccivcd at the table. The British Ambassador, 
just reXurned from England, and his wife were with us at the 
table for a dme. We then walked about a little, met and talked 
with the other members of the family and came away. It was 
a rather sad renuniscent experience, as I recalled all the time 
the ^cat Hohcnzollem days of late nineteenth and early 
twentieth century history, 

June 4. Monday. Yesterday I received a letter from Colonel 
House saying an agent or friend of Hitler had called on him 
about May 20 and asked Wm to go to Germany and see Hitler 
about the solution of the Jesvish problem. House declined. A 
day later one of the foremost Jews in the United States, Samttcl 
Untermycr, had vbited House and although he agreed to no 
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definite poliq^, he suggested to House that I undertake nego- 
tiations, entirely personal, looking towards a moderation oL 
Hitler's attitude. If that succced< 5 , both House and-<Unter-^ 
myer were sure the Jews in the United States tvould ease up 
their boycott. The cause of this move was the growing anti- 
Semitism in the United States of which Judge Julian Mack 
spoke on May 9 in New York. It has provoked opposition even 
to Roosevelt because of his few Jewish appointments'. 

This morning I saw Von Neurath alone in his house and 
read him House’s letter and suggested that he sec Hitler and 
sound him out. He said he would do so as soon as the Chan- 
cellor was home again, also that Dr. Schacht and*Dr. Schmitt 
would join him. He suggested that the restraining of Strelcher, 
the violent Numberger who keeps the agitation going, and 
Goebbels was the first move. I suggested that some Nazi chief 
make a speech calb'ng for moderation. If this could bcjdonc, I 
would wre Hotise. I drove back to the office; I had taken only 
seven minutes of Von Neurath’s time. 

Junes. Tuesday. The French Ambassador came and reported 
that he had word from Geneva about my interview with Von 
Neurath on May 28 to the effect that I thought the Germans 
might yield to the Geneva demand that they negotiate a dis- 
armament agreement again. I repeated what I thought about 
world folly at the present moment and my guess that Germany 
would yidd if France made any real concession, even a small 
once. He was some^vhat of my mind I wonder if Norman Davis 
repeated the contents of my confidential letter of May 29 to him. 

June ff. Wednesday I drove at noon to the French Ambassa- 
dor’s to ascertain whether he had further news from Geneva. 
He had not, but was going to sec Von Neurath about possible 
German concessions if France yielded anything. He would in- 
form me if he obtained any real information. About 6 o’dock 
young Armand B^rard, the Ambassador’s confidential secretary*, 
to report no new moves in thcGctieva negotiations. Young 
Berard said: “There is great excitement in Paris about the 
imminence of war.” I said: I do not sec how Germany can make 
war, bankrupt as she is. 
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^une 7 . Thursday Three bankers, led by Banta, came to learn 
Nshal they could from me Tlicy were very uneasy. One criti- 
cized Roosevelt rather sc\crely’ until I intimated that the op- 
'position leaders must have a positive plan He then charged 
Roosevelt with loading lumsclf up with Jew’s, and added: 
“There is going to be noting in New York. Sam Untermycr is 
apt to be attacked ” 

June 8 Fnday Another nervous, uneasy New York banker 
came in today \Vhai he drifted into cnticism of the President, 

I spoke strongly m favour of Stock Exchange regulations soon 
to go into effect. He fell in with that and came slowly to agree 
that Roosevelt was the only leader with any real promise He 
tsas \ery troubled lest something happen here 
At Ernst Hanfstaengl’s tea, the French Ambassador again 
raised the Geneva problem He said the prospect is better there 
and thSt I was too pessimistic about the German situation being 
so cnlical as to compel Germans to yield considerably on the 
armament problem 

A German Foreign Office official. Dr Davidson, urged nego- 
tiations m Washington about trade I frankly said 1 had hoped 
to sec a commission begin work, that it was time for tanff re- 
adjustment He reported that Von Neurath had said I favoured 
^ such a move at an early date and that Ambassador Luther had 
talked an hour with Hull on Wednesday, the day I sent my 
telegram about the German failure to understand the intema- 
tionai incidents they allow to occur almost daily. 

June so Sunday We drove out to the former Imperial hunt- 
ing lodge where Hermann Goenng has set up a Prussian state 
ammal park and where he has a sort of week-end retreat We 
arrived late on account, of sfwnn. bJLcfc. w.. ‘yZ. 

new Buick my ivifc finally bought in place of the wrecked 
Chevrolet which protocol people thought ndiculously simple 
for an Ambassador) and found most of the diplomatic folk 
standing in a forest around a speaker who welcomed us 
Then Goenng spoke -He wore a medieval hunter’s uniform.* 
He IS a big, fat, good-humoured man who loves display above 
everything While he spoke three photographers with elaborate 
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outfits tool pictures which he was particuIarJy pleased to permit 
He next led us about the \yoods and showed us bisons and tiny 
wild horses He mounted an old time carnage drawn by tivo 
horses and driven by a peasant Madame Ccmiti, wife of the 
Ambassador from Italy and very proud of display, took her 
place on the right of Goenng All the rest of us followed in 
peasant iwo-scat carnages driving slowly about the forests 
where occasionally one sa^v a deer or an eagle 
When thejoumey was over, each of us gave his dnver a mark 
or two and then took to our cars which earned us to Goenng’s 
hunting lodge on the shore of a beautiful lake Goenng had hur 
ned off ahead of us and when we amved he met m m a wonder 
ful new ivhite summer garb and showed us through his new 
log house, an elaborate reproduction of a medieval country 
gentleman’s house, if there were gentlemen in that day All of us 
scattered about the place and drank tea, coffee or beer' accord- 
ing to our taste Vice Chancellor von Papen sat at the head of 
the table on my left Sir Enc Phipps, Bntish Ambassador, sat 
across the table, the French Ambassador was on my nght two 
persons away The conversauon had no value, unless perchance 
a few remarks about Admiral Spmdicr's new book on the Ger 
man navy in the World War were worthwhile I seemed to stop 
that discussion when I said If peoples knew the truth of history 
there would never be another great war Somehow Sir Enc and 
Francois Poncct laughed a good deal but said nothing After a 
considerable pause, we turned to other and less nsky subjects 
At 6 o clock Goenng took us about the prcnuscs and dis 
played his vanity at every turn often causing his guests to glance 
amusedly at each other We were led to another lovely lake 
shore and shown a tomb, with deep fbundaUons of stone front 
ing the water the most elaborate structure of its kind I ever 
saw It is the burial place of Goenng’s former wife whose re 
maim had been brought from Sweden where the people indi 
cated their dislike of Nazi Germany by dishonounng the grave 
Goenng boasted of this marvellous tomb of his first wife where 
>.he said his remains would one day be laid For half an hour 
* this went on Sir Enc and I, weary of the curious display and 
already due m Berlin fifty miles away, went to him to say fare 
tv ell Lady Gemiti saw our move and she arose quickly so as 
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not to allow anybody to trespass upon her right to lead on every 
possible occasion. * 

3me 13 . Wednesday. I went to a tea at Goering’s beautiful 
mansion in the city. Most of the diplomatic corps-were present. 
Schmitt, a very able member of the Cabinet whose work, forces 
him to threaten resignation now and then, sided me off for a 
discussion once more of possible trade negotiations between 
Germany and the United States. He was excited and distressed 
by the announcement then just maturing tliat Germany would 
pay none of her debt after July i. He also knew Secretary 
Hull had informed Ambassador Luther on June 6 that no 
trade negoUations could be undertaken for some time yet. 

I told him Hull had complained of German treaty violations 
and thdr failure to treat American creditors justly. He pre- 
tended not to know of Germany’s conduct. For some time we 
talked frankly about the blunders that seemed to have defeated 
the one thing Germany had hoped for : freer access to American 
markets. We agreed about the dangers of Hitler’s fanciful eco- 
nomic autarchy. He said the Chancellor would force his system 
upon Germany in defiance of the American attitude. I told him 
the attitude was due to three things: the unwise treatment of 
Jews here which had caused a vast boycott, the secret violation 
by Germans of the treaty which gave Americans certain trade 
concessions, and the refusal of Foreign O [flee officials to explain 
such acts or even answer my earnest official requests for explana- 
tion of such conduct, I said things like this cause great public 
dislike on the other side, and in the face of your announcement ' 
of inability to pay, we have learned recently of the German pur- 
chase of a hundred airplanes from American manufacturers" per 
month. This is so contradictory ! The Party people were looking 
too much at us and we parted. He showed much anxiety. 

Jwir Thursday. There is much talk in the press about a 
spectacular meeting of Hitler and Mussolini in Venice today, 
and tomorrow. 1 can sec no possible objective except the en-> 
couragement of German and Italian peoples who are greatly 
concerned about the economic failure of their Fascist systems 
Goering laughed a little sarcastically when I said yesterday* 
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craft for war purposes What Germans caU financial prostration 
seems not to be as actual or imminent as they make out 
cans feel that prior obligations on bonds are being neglect 
without sufficient justification VonBtilow was not quite at ea^ 
He understands full well the drift of opmion in the Unit 
States and is in reahty not satisfied svith the policy of his oivu 
government, though he did not say so 

On the general commercial dilemma we are agreed Nations 
cannot set up hard and fast barriers and then expect paymen 
of international debts He complained that the Umted Sta ^ 
had not allowed commercial negotiauons to begin in April, ^ 
had m fact hoped while in Washington I said the outbr^ ^ 
fresh Jewish atrociues m Germany and pubhc addresses t>f^S 
officials, hie the one of Goebbcis on May 12, had produced r^ 
actions m the Umted States which had made Congrcssion 
consent more difficult He assented I remiodcd him that sinW 
June 1 , 1 had been asking for explanations and promises whiw 
* 1 might %vire to Washington m the hope of easing off Ih 
excitement He said Dr Schacht and Dr Darrc, of the Agp 
culture Ministry, always delayed such explanations and the 
Foreign Office could do nothing 

As I was about to go, I asked about the Vcmcc conference. 

-1 “He said promptly "We declined the Far East pact sMth Russia 
and Poland which Litvinov urged because wc arc not armed an 
could not participate on equal and safe terms It invoKeo 
Gennans in a guarantee of (he Baltic states’ safety, and also 
Czechoslovakia’s, against aggression of any kind ’’ It was plain 
that Hitler is not ivilhng to allow these states with German 
mmonties to maintain their independence 

Von Bdlow added, ' We wish to get a conference of the 
greaterpowers which signed the KdJoggpact to meet and agree 
to a peace pact including Germany, France, England, Inly and 
the United States " I agree that such a substitute for the Lit* 
\nnov "eastern Locarno pact" might be advisable Tins sup* 
ported the idea Von Ribbcntrop had suggested on Friday 
Perhaps the Germans rccc^izc the tcmblc mks of their pos«* 
tion and arc sincere in iheir representations to Italy and 
France. Francois Poncct is still in Parts nnd perhaps is doing 
more there than he could do Iicre I left Von IJafow afte. 
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forty itunutcs talk, not wholly convinced of any single 
thing 

June ig Tuesday Goenng today camcd'liis wife’s remains 
to the tomb he had shoivn us a week before I had thought that 
the poor woman’s remains were already under the pile of 
Swedish marble he had shown me Not so » there was a second 
display wth Hiller present, also many high offiaals of the 
Foreign Office and others There was an attack upon the car 
of Goenng's chief lieutenant, according to press stones, but no 
one was scnously injured About the same time Goenng’s 
bodyguard refus^ to obey orders and ivas dismissed, the 
Prussian poUce being assigned this vital task 


June 20 Wednesday A copy of an address delivered at Mar- 
burg by Vice-Chancellor von Papen last Sunday was sent me by 
juruus Wood of the Chicago Daily }few 5 The address svas a 
moderate and entirely reasonable cnticism of the Hitler autoc- 
racy It was made before the university which has been known 
for Its opposition to Hitler’s religious coercions President von 
Hmdenburg had read the address before its delivery , he had 
tdegraphed hearty approval But Goebbcls, Icarmng of its 
content, had suppressed the speech after the FrankfarUr Zextung' i 
and one Berlin paper had pubbshed parts of it 
There is now great excitement all over Germany All old and 
intellectual Germans are highly pleased We made copies of the 
address m English and mailed it to Washington Hitler’s emo 
tional speech near Munich on Monday is now better under- 
stood His visit to Von Hmdenburg, as reported for tomorrow, 
w a part of the excitement All guards of the leaders are said to 
® signs of revolt At the same time, aircraft practice 

and mibtary drills and manccuvres are reported to be increas- 
ingly Common, sights by those who drive about the country 


‘nurjdqy I learned this afternoon that the JVw 
Papen’s speech be 
featuring the Von 

At a press conference given by Goebbels at 5 o’clock, Dr 
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You did not go to Venice, I see It is commonly said here that 
he expects to be the benefiaary of a putsch managed by the 
Reichswchr, and it may happen any time I see no way it could 
succeed 

June 15 Friday Von Ribbentrop, Hitler’s contact man for 
international problems, came to see me He talked a little about 
the Venice meeting but said nothing He then broached the sub 
ject of disarmament, concluding by saying Hitler would return 
to the League if France would only make some small conces 
Sion I had talked with Francois Poncct to this end before he 
went away to Pans on June 13 Noiv the Chancellor’s agent re 
peated my point a little concession from France and then a re 
newal of the disarmament question Was he sounding me out? 

I then repeated "What I had said to Schmitt at Goenng’s tea 
party Von Ribbentrop pretended to be surpnsed and showed 
a good deal of concern as he went away 

After a walk m the Tie^arten, I sat doivn to lunch ^Mth 
a group of American visitors to Berlin Former Minister to 
Sweden Moorhead and his wife, convinced capitalists who do 
not know what was the cause of Amcncan disaster in 1929 , Dr 
and Mrs "Mapels of Wilrmngton, Delaware , and Professor and 
Mrs T V Smith of the philosophy faculty at the University 
of Chicago It was an interesting group of people differing 
widely on every possible subject, the Moorheads the most com 
placcnt and least informed, m spite of their great wealth and 
in spite of wide experience 

hloorhead said “Ten per cent of any people make the 
money, lead in every phase of life and should have unmolested 
control of public alTajrs ’ Tliat certainly svas Hoover s idea and 
Moorhead boasted of his relations with the discredited cx- 
Prcsidcnt How different the views of Smith who teaclies 
philosophy in Chicago • He is a near Socialist, but not oblivious 
of man’s long and cantankerous record m all ages 

Jtme 16 Saisada^ X. vasJ* a. y/SRRn.iJ. ♦aI/ujt'j??. 

Secretary Hull asking him to nominate R D W Connor of 
North Carolina to the President for appointment to a position 
now open in Washington National Architast Connor has the 
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Schacht made another defence of the German moratorium and 
demanded a freer world trade if German debts are to be paid 
The audience showed intense interest I thought Schacht’s 
points were, in gerfera!, well taken, but his digs at England and 
America seemed to me rather unwise in view of the helpless 
condition of Germany as compart to those countries Every- 
body “noted Von Papen’s presence and, at the closct^as many 
people crowded around him as about Schacht, or even more 
He sat down at Goebbels’ table to take a cup of tea when the 
address was over and shook hands with Goebbels who after the 
Marburg speech would have ordered his prompt execution if 
Hitler and Von Hindenburg had not intervened 

June £3 Saturday We had a limcheon ivherc Sir Enc 
Jhipps, Dr Schmitt, and the ividow of Gustav Stresemann were 
present There was no useful discussion except a long'con- 
fidential talk betsveen Schmitt and Sir Enc when the other 
guests were taking their coflec on the glassed m terrace which 
'fronts the beautiful garden in the rear of our house Lochner of 
the Associated Press and Miss Schultz of the Chicago Tribune 
talked about all the rumours, true and untrue, bu^no new de- 
cisions'were reported to have been made by the government 
'K'jThe'^vcck closes quietly but wth great uneasiness At 6 30 
Ambassador Long called long distance from Rome, very anxious 
to know the state of things here I was surprised at his indis- 
cretion, but talked as freely as the eavesdropping of the German 
Secret Police would allow I said All is quiet here, there is a 
good deal of discussion of Von Papen’s speech He asked about 
the reaction to it and I said perhaps ti>o-thirds of the people I 
am in contact with endorse it, there was a conference Sunday 
at the President’s house at Ncudcck, there js no great dis- 
turbance in Germany that I know of as yet but a considerable 
tension in the atmosphere and some anxiety about Austria where 
there has been no improvement since the Vcmcc conference 

This was perhaps too much to say but Long pressed questions 
I hungup the receiver a little annoyed and uneasy I would not 
tlunk of calling the American Ambnsstdor in Rome m the midst 
of impending events of great importance when the existence of 
the Mussolim regime vN-as m question >«o wares m Europe, 
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England excepted, arc ever free of eavesdroppers when such 
talk is indulged in. I hope no illjcsults of tins may come, 

Jimf 24. Sunday. A quiet day. I spent oned^our and a half in 
Tny office. 1 received a long, interesting letter from Norman 
Davis now.jn London. He thinks Germany must return to the 
League or be ruined, also that EnglanH and the United States 
must unite in their attitudes on the Far East before the coming 
naval conference, 

June 28. TTiurjrfqy. During the last five days, stories of many 
kinds have tended to make the Berlin atmosphere more tense 
than at any time since I have been in Germany. I cabled 
Washington that the situation was much as it was in Paris in 
1792 when the Girondins ^nd Jacobins were struggling For 
supremacy. The Von Papen speech ^vas discussed every day. 
Hitler and Goering and Goebbcls spoke almost every^ day 
attacking those who objected in any manner to the existing , 
regime. Goering and Hitler were together at the Knipp plant, 
in Essen today, and there was some comment on their apparent 
agreement against Von Papen. ^ 

JuRtf 29. Friday, 'We gave a luncheon At the usual hour. T^e ^ 
first arrival was Madame Cerruti, the ^rife of the Italian Am- 
bassador. She showed considerable nervousness. She sat on my 
right at the table and quickly indicated that her husband worked 
to the limit, that we were all on a volcano. "The Germans are 
again in the position of July, I914; we may be plunged into 
•Nvar again ; these people are simply crazy.” I tvas not convinced 
but felt concerned since it had been only a week since she had 
\s'itncssed the conference of Mussolini and Hitler at Venice. 
Something ^vas in the atmosphere. 

Across the table sat Von Papen on the right of my ivife. ,Dn 
, the left ^vas Ambassador Luther, just returned from Washing- 
ton, where State'Department officials had sho\vn no liking for 
liim when I was there. Secretary Hull had told Assistant Secre- 
tary of State R. Walton Moore that he must not have Luther 
to dine wtli me at Moore’s house April 15. But Luther was 
most charming today, tviUyl friendly to our President, and 
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humorous on the subject of our Congress Von Papen, hotvever, 
was less talkauvc, reserved but good humoured 
When MC arost Luther and Von Papen edged up to one 
another m the room adjoining the dining-room There was a 
rather tense attitude between the two I intervened and asked 
tliem to come with m*e to the sun parlour There Limburg 
Stirum, Minuter from^^the Netherlands, joined us and the con- 
versation turned to politics I remarked flcrr von Papen, jou 
and Dr, Goebbeb seemed to be quite friendly at Hamburg the 
other day He laughed and said it was an agreeable occasion, 
the people were very enthusiasuc m their greetings I then 
' alluded to the speech Von Papen had made the day before at 
some club and noted the fact diat Hiller was absent, though 
expected to be present X-uthcr and Limburg Stirum joined m 
a discussion of the speeches and hinted at diiTcrcnces in their 
attitudes There "ivas no favourable comment on Goebbcis 
Von Papen said just as he was rising to go “Anyway I shall not 
be torpedoed " As the party broke up the Vice Chancellor and 
Luther went away together and m the same car 
K 

^uhe 20 Satiaday This afternoon as we sat down'to lunch 
about 2, William returned from a dnve to Unter den Linden 
and reported that the streets were closed and that arrests had 
been made, at Chief of Staff Rochm’s headquarters, of SA 
oiBcials There were rumours of violence in Munich 
It IS clear some putsch or coup d’etat is on A rather uneasy 
evening followed I recaved today a fonnal note from Rochm’s 
office declining tfiy mvitation to him for a dinner On July 6 In 
view of the uncertainty of the situation, perhaps it was best he 
did not accept On the other hand, it nught have meant some- 
thing more ominous than appeared on the surface His excuse 
was that he was to be away on a cure . ^ ^ ^ 

July I Sunday Although the papers say but iittle,‘I learn 
from various sources that Hitler and Goebbels journeyed yester- 
day morning at a o’eJoCk Jrom Godesberg in the Rhineland to 
Munich and there ordered the execuUon of two bfficials of the 
famous S A troops. At six, he was at Wiessee, some forty miles 
away, where he went into Stabs^cf Roehm’s sleeping rooms and 
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ordered Ids arrest and execution, Roehm’s guard failing to 
defend tlicir chief! He also ordered the death of several other 
cliiefs of tire S.A. and returned to Berlin at 1.30 where Gocring 
had already seized Roehm’s elaborate house and caused General 
von Schleicher to be killed in his horne.- Although the streets of 
Beilin gave no sign today of disortler, there \vcrc constant 
rutnOuis of summaty executions. Vice-Chancellor voti Papen 
and his family ^ve^e imprisonccl in their house and his staff 
"were reported to be killed or imprisoned. We drove a^httie too 
leisurely, perhaps, by lus house tlm afternoon^ but on purpose. 
It was a strange day, with only ordinary netvs in the p^ers. r 

July 3. Tuesday. For two days, the excitement has been in- 
tense. Newspaper men came and went all day. They made sot- 
sational reports as the facts, of course, required. Some of them 
were, however, unsupported except by rumours. 

Martha called Tuesday at the house of a German acquaint- 
ance wher6 we had dined once. A strange telegram from Lon-, 
don had been delivered to me by young B^rard, perspnal 
intimate, of the Trench Ambassador, and I learned that this 
acquaintance, an able German liberal, was in London, that his 
house had been searched on Saturday at 8 and that the polfcc 
had taken his son to a prison near the Anhallcr Bahnhof wfiere 
.he had been held tncommuntcfl<f<> since Saturday. I thought 
Martha might,help the family a little by calhng and at the 
samqtimc not compromise the government in Washington. 

July 4.^ Wednesday. After a busy morning in the office, I ate 
lunch at the usual hour and drove to Dr. Schmitt’s to pay him a 
brief call as he has been ill a few days and was reported to be 
going aV^y on leave for a month or two. I knew that Hitler 
diad visited him yesterday afternoon under heavy guard and 
was not sure but that Schnutt was about to resign for good. 

He showed that he had been seriously ill — ovenvorked too 

and I did nottremain with him long. He iyas greatly troubled 
about the horrors of the last few days and asked what American 
opinion \vas.-5I said: You can guess when I say, that if our Presi- 
dent were to arrest a_man wiAout a ivarrant^and then put him 
to death, he would be impeached and removed from office. 
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Schmitt seemed not^to understand fulJy and I simply added 
Our people cannot imagine such things happemng in their 
country as have happened here 

We talked a httle about German economic distress and the 
health of my host He said he was leaving tonight and ivould 
be away some five or six ivedcs and would them come jiack to bis 
difficult task ^He said^he would hke^to resign^but felf he must 
not do sojbr his country’s sake He did not^mention Hitler’s- 
visit, bht 1 thmk the Chancellor practically forbade him to rc-^ 
sign now I came away rather^ephessed , so' gcfcd and ’true a 
man cdmpelled to serve under a regime iv’hich he considers 
murderous If he resigned I think he svould be in danger of 
being killed * • ", * 

>I noted that Schmitt did not repeat "his ihvjtation to my wife 
1 and*myself to spend a week with him at his home in Havana. 
It might endanger his life Since the atutudS of the Nazi leaders 
IS so 'Violently anti foreign, close contact bcl>vccn diplomats 
and 'Germans seem really dangerous at the ^ment ,Hc hves 
near ^ erchtesgaden where Hider spends about^ a third of hi/ 
time “If I were at Schmitt’s and did not ofTer to visit Hitler, it 
would look partisan, "and I certainly would not ask to see any 
mSn who has committed avseore of murders the last few days 

We gave a big reception today, with at least 300 callers, some 
very interesting people, among them the musician KreifJcr ivho 
tours the Umted States each year 'There were othen of almost' 
equal appea^ many of them showing concern about ^thcir 
position here, but none danng to mention events of the last 
five days We were really tired tvhen the entertamraent ivas 
over Newspapers went the limit in asking for photos*'^, 

July 5 Thuriday An ermnent prof^or at the Urns crsity of 
Berlin called at noon to talk with me about an address I was to 
nuke iJcfoFc the lustory faculty and students on the 13U1 ^Vc 
agreed that it tCbuld be best to call it off University professors * 
might be embamssed or even endang'ered by my appearance 
among them at this time, and I might be mide imcomfortsh)e 
by some new-spaper story lint might get into jjnnt 

He was greatly perturbed beciusc of recent exents. He said 
the London Timet editorial on Gcnnan) 'd return to medieval* 
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ism of July 3 was entirely true. He saidi'JPoor Germany, she 
cannot recover in-tlccatlcs to eomc.^ If I could go to any other 
of the greater countries, I would leave the univcrsily at once. 
Thai is how most professors and students feel.' He says Hitler 
has hroused a savagery imd barbarism which he Ihought had 
long since disappeared.Tnfmy opinion it is a cunous quality of 
the Naii 'mass minS here whleh passed away in 'England with 
the Stuart Idngs in ' ’ * , *■ - 

^uly 6 . Fri^m^ I jcceivcti a cable from Secretary Hull this ' 
morning *dsV. 5 n^ the German Government 

against the’ payment of British creditors of Germany, under the 
Dawcs-Young-plah, and the announced purpose not' to pay 
American creditors under the same plan. I have protested three, 
tirnes before about these discriminations and they have had no 
effect at^iny titne/for the Gennan exports to the United States 
arc only..one*fourth of American exports to Germany. While 
debts are valid and interest is due, German balances are utterly , 
*uhequal to^the payment of obligations. ' ^ 

At 5.30,’l”sat down^vidl Von Ncurath and handed him 
Hull's telegram. Both of us were embarrassed. He knew Ger- 
many had done vrrong to promise the payment Of En^Uh d^ts 
and nol* pay American ; I knew the same ; both of us knew Ger- * 
many* 5 ouId not pay even the English debt. She must promise 
" to do so in the hope of preventing England from joining France 
in case bf war which might come any day, if the i^der elements 
of Germanyjet the ujper hand. He asked me to say he was 
sorry and l^ould pay, if an^rcserves were available, but these 
are noCat all probable. The Rcichsbank shoivs'a worse con- 
dition every week. 

When this ^agrecablc-jinpasse was over, J ^ked a question 
.about the recent at^itiesr.Von Neurath said Hitler, Goering 
and Goebbets were to have been killed last Saturday and that 
' all the Cabinet members were to have been put in jail. Von 
Scbldchcr and Rochm were to haVc been the chiefs in a new 
putsch and S.A’. men were to haxe taken over the governing 
forces He added this would have meant civil war.' I said little, 
mercTy asking if Hitler how really listened to him and other 
wiser men of Ac regime. JHe said:. "Yes.” I returned to the 


132 MARCH 5, 1934 TO JULY 8, I934 

office' and wired Secretary HuD at once about this curious 

conversation. ' 

Charles R.. Crane and his son, Richard, came to an informal 
dinner. Baron von Bulow, Admiral Spindler, retired naval com- 
mander and author of a thrcc-yolume history of the Getrnan 
navy in the World War, and three or four others were pr^ent. 
I had asked the Crown Prince General Goering, Minister of 
Education. Rust, Ambassador Nadolny and cx-Minister*^von 
Klihlmann, all of whom for curious'but unavowed reasons de- 
clined. I knew the Crown Prince wished to come, but he has 
been under government observation since June 30. Goering 
had directed the killing of opponents for a week, more than 
seventy-five people in all, and it was a relief that he did not 
appear. *1 don’t know what I would have done if he had. Am- 
bassador Nadolny, dismissed from his post in Moscow because 
he had tried to get a commercial treaty adopted -between 
the two countries, was 'deliberately out of the country. Rust 
never replied to my invitation and Von Ktihlmann was in 
South Germany. The Cranes understood" the abs^ences, though 
they did not 'cridcizc all 'the ruthless' lerrorisn; of- recent 
measures. ' i 

The moment I sat down to cat, the telephone Vang. I an- . 
swered and was told that a JV«o York Ttmts photographer, 
who had been taking pictures of our house and’all members of 
the family, was under arrest because the car he drove happened' 
to bear the number of a car which had been seen at General 
von Schleicher’s house before he was killed. I called thcConsuI- 
GeiiSral and asked him to make contact with police officials and 
secure the release of the American employee, although he was 
a German, unless some crime were proved or charged. Consul 
Geist went about his task. When we were finishing dinner Geist 
and Birdiall of the Tints caKcd to announce that the man was 
released. It is a rather tense atmosphere svhen such tilings arc 
happening all the time, even though not'to Americans. But the 
dinner went off well and the elder Crane was very amusing — 
teUiwg sVosvts att tvemtig. > % 

A curious incident of t{ie week: On July 4, when I learned 
that Vice-Chancellor von Papen had been released fromj>rison, 

I sent a brief note C3cprcssing_,my good wishes and saying I 
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would call if he thought it would be agreeable. The note was 
in an Embassy envelope and it was delivered by messenger. By 
mistake \X was left at the office of the Vice-Chancellor. On the 
Sthfthe son of Von Papen called and I asked if Ids father had 
received my letter. ^He said : “No.” 1 then sent a messenger to 
the man who had receipted the letter to ask^what he had done 
svith it. He referred, to a police officer in the room from which 
office furniture was bang taken. The police officiahsaid it had 
been sent to the Secret Police. This b typical Nazi behaviour. . 
TKb b the second letter of mine that has been opened before 
delivery. ^ 

July 7. Salarday. I ivas in the office until noon. In the after- 
noon at 4 o'clock’we drove to the home of Professor Erich 
Marcks, my old Leipzig professor, and there had tea and talked 
for 'an 'hour. He and his' son, an officer in the Reichswehr, 
showed uneasiness and sorrow. Marcks* older son had been 
private secretary to General von Schleicher some years ago, and 
all the. family were glad to know^their older son was thus far 
safe; They, had received a letter on the 6th very carefully 
rvorded but showing the safety of the older son, now a higher 
. officer of the ReichswcKr in Munster. 

July B. Sund^. i received a telegram from Secretary Hull 
'asking me to see German officials and try once more to correct 
their attitudes on debt payments. The American public does 
not understand debt problems and the Secretary feels compelled 
to keep prodding Berlin foreign officials. I shall go agaVto 
the Poreigti Office tomorrow and see if any possible satisfaction 
can be given. I sec no way out except a frank moratorium. 

I had a curious illustrarion today of German narvefdin Creat- 
ing forrignproblems. The Carl Schurz Foundation, supported 
by government aid, had arranged a dinner today at the Auto- 
mobile Club. I had agreed to attend the preliminary reception. 
But the president of the foundation asked me if I would make 
a short speech about Von Hindenburg if he opened the talk 
after dinner irith an address on President Roosevelt. At such a 
moment a German speech by a Nazi leader on Roosevelt would 
have been most unwelcome, but a renlv bv me on Von Hinden- 
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burg after his approval of the murdere of the last few days 
would have started nation-wide indignation. I refused, and to 
avoid any possible embarrassment I declined also to attend the 
dinner. ^ ^ 

In such matters even the best'of Germans are easily misled. 
Germany is tense in every section. The outside world is almost 
entirely hostile. There are fifty American guests at this same 
dinner this moment. Hicy are all nervous and some of them 
said to me this afternoon that they had requested that no press 
announcement be made of the reception and dinner because 
they are aware of an easy misunderstanding in America. I can 
think of no country where the psychology is so abnormal as that 
which prevails here now. Frenchmen seemed to me in 1928 
almost as "crazy.” 

My task here is to work for peace and better relations. I do 
not see how anything can.be done so long as Hitler, Goering 
and Goebbels are the directing'heads of the count^. Never 
have I heard or read of three more unfit men in high place. 
Ought I to resign? 



rv 
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July g. Monday. I learned this morning that Professor Mors- 
bach, who had invited American professors and students to 
travel about Geihiany for a month and who had managed the 
foreign student exchange fellowships, is in prison and in danger 
of being killed. He happened to be an acquaintance, perhaps 
a friend, of Roehm, S.A. Stabschef lulled at Wicssce, near 
Munich, on June 30. A committee of the Carl Schurz Founda- 
tion ^dsitors tells me the Americans are amazed that their host 
is thus persecuted, tvithout proof, at the very moment of their 
arrival. They ask if I can do anything. Morsbach being a 
German citizen, I have no authority or rights in the case. 

.r But the unusual aspects in the case ltd me to call acting Consul- 
General Geist and commission him to make inquiries and report 
to the American travellers. 

July rr, Wednesday. Mr. Gdst reported that Professor Mors- 
bach is in a concentration camp near Wittenberg. His hair was 
clipped close to the skin ; his clothing was that of a field hand, 
with the large letter L on his shirt-front (the name of the camp 
begins wth L— Landsberg) ; he had not been allowed to shave 
since his incarceration. There were 300 sterilized German 
workers in the camp. When Geist, in the presence of police 
officiab who had driven him to the lonely camp and the super- 
intendent of the prison, was about to say farewell to Monbach, 
the persecuted professor said ; "Please give my regards to asd 
thank the American Ambassador.” Geist said there were 
strange, surprised expressions on every face. 

July '12. Thursday. We had forty of the Carl Schurz Founda- 
tion visitors at our house for a reception. It was an interesting 
and distinguished company. Reports of courtesies and atten- 
Uons from the German semiKifficials who had shmvn them 
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around Berlin and ancient Potsdam were many and appre- 
ciative, but all said “Strange, we can hear nothing about the 
homble deeds or about public attitudes from anybody Nobody 
ventures a remark and no newspaper gives any of the facts ” 

The party adjourned at 6 30 and we tvent an hour later to 
dinner at Fntz Kreisler’s marvellous house in Dahlem Kreisler 
is forbidden to conduct or give concerts m Germany because he 
IS a Jew There were German and Amencan guests but no one 
mdulged in any frank discussion about anything but the United 
States and the subject of art, which I said was about to collapse 
in Europe 

Strange, is it not, that Germany has had no great literary 
light since Goethe , England no great ivnters since the World 
War, the Umted States not a great historian since Henry 
Adams, not a great wnter since Mark Tivain , and few great 
artists anywhere of genuine creative character^ Kreisler, who 
enthusiasticahy showed me a signed portrait of Mussolini, said, 
“It IS all because we have democratic govemwent everyivhew, 
except at present in Germany and Italy, where there has not yet 
been time to develop masters under dictatorial power “ A state- 
ment like this IS false, because all great ivnters and histonans 
have been developed m spile of dictatorships and patronage, not 
because of them 

A good German woman who is a dose friend of the Krcislers 
took pains to show me a portrait of her baby, a sturdy, healthy- 
looking child of six months, and made a point more than once 
of the Hohenzollcm dogma (even more Hiller s dogma) 
“Women’s business is Kjrchc, Kinder and KUchc (church, 
children and kitchen) ” She looked quite equal to the under- 
taking I did not argue the matter 

July J3 Friday A busy day At 9 30 I gave an intcivncw to 
an Amencan group who insisted on some explanation of Hitler 
Germany I devoted an hour to them as all were teichcrs or 
wnters at home Some statements made were confidcntnl and 
^ven A\nlh ihe J -hf .nqnsinted JO 

an>one I shall sec perhaps some ediocs m the Amencan press 
later but so far almost all who have come to me and with ivhom 
1 ha\e talked frankly, ha\c kept faith I have no complaints to 
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make of anyl>ody, ‘though I have given facts and judgments that 
would certainly give trouble if they were known to have come 
from .me. 

This evening at 8 o’clock, the Chancellor is to proclaim to the 
world in the old Reichstag building, restored after last year’s 
burning, the reasons for the murders which he has perpetrated 
since June 29. Everybody looks forward to the meeting with 
great interest or seems to do so. I decided last Tuesday that I 
would never again attend an address of the Chancellor or sc^ 
an intervie^v for myself except upon official grounds. I have a 
sense of horror when I look at the man. Consequently on 
Wednesday afternoon when I visited Sir Eric Phipps, British 
Ambassador here, and he asked : “Are you going to hear the 
Chancellor on Friday?”, I replied : No. He said, rather 
humorously, he thought it would be “a grand show, all kinds 
of flashlights, photographers and pomp.” But I replied: He is 
such a horror to me, I cannot endure his presence. 

After discussing British-Amcrican debt relations and de- 
claring to him that the English creditors ought not to demand 
prderential treatment over American creditors to whom the 
Germans owe twice as much under the Dawes-Young plan as 
to the English, 1 asked: Do you not think the British act of 
Parliament compelling bankrupt Germans to pay was pushed 
through by interested parties \vithout due .consideration? He 
agreed, though he added : ‘T have no authority at all to discuss 
matters officially. Still, I think you arc right and it would be 
better for international relations for England and France to 
accept the German moratorium in the same spirit as the 
Americans.” He agreed to discuss the matter in Downing 
Street when he returned next week. I said I would wire the gist 
of our conversation to the State Department where public 
opinion presses very hard for equal treatment. 

On Friday afternoon, I had a walk with the French Ambas- 
sador, Fran^ob-Poncet, in the Ticrgarten, the only really peace- 
ful spot I have access to, outside my home, at the moment. He 
was incensed at the German charges that he had conspired with 
Von Schleicher and Roehm, and at the failure of the Foreign 
Office offidab here to force public dbavowal on the part of 
Goering or Goebbels. He gave me hb interpretation of ffie so- 



138 JULY 9, 1934 TO SEPTEMBER 1 , 1934 

called “conspiracy of foreign powers” in the German Reich He 
knew von Schleicher fairly well , he had dined wth him and 
Roehm , and there had been talk of pressure on Hitler and the 
French Government for a sensible agreement on disarmament 
That was all 

I had declined to call on the Ambassador today because I 
feared the fact of my visiting the British yesterday plus a visit 
to the French today would be observed by the Germans and in- 
terpreted as an effort on my part to persuade the Ambassadors 
to remain at home when the Chancellor made his speech That 
was the reason we walked an hour m the famous park But 
Frangois-Poncet told me as we parted . “I shall not attend the 
address ” And he went on to say that conditions arc so acute 
that “I would not be surprised any time to be shot on the streets 
of Berlin ’Because of this my ivde Tcmains m Pans The Ger- 
mans hate us so and their leadership is so crazy ” 

I have not felt myself in danger, though I know the leaders 
here cannot like me my whole philosophy of hfe is so different 
and they must know it Eminent German professors and leaders 
of the did order come to me in all confidence and tell me facts 
and attitudes that would cause their deaths if known Poor fel- 
lows However, they do not know the real cause of Germany’s 
reign of terror the failure of the 1848 movement to resolve it- 
self into^a democratic parhamentary system and the failure of 
Bismarck wean his Prussians away from the military brutal 
ism hallowed by the successes of Fredcnck the Great Bismarck 
had,thcchanceatthecndofthe 1866 war, again m 1871 when he 
had all power and could have refused to annex Alsace-Lorraine 
Frederick III might have served Germany, but a cancer of the 
throat took him away withm a year after his accession to the 
throne No historian has seen this, not even in republican 
Germany of 1919-1933 

At 8 o’clock we turned on the radio and heard Hitler’s heated 
and emotional story of the conspiracy to take his life and of his 
necessary killing of the “traitors ” Roehm who liad been in jatl 
with him for months m 1923 and who fought wTlh him through 
the long brutal struggle for the o\crthrow of republican 
Germany, was the major traitor m all the manccu\TC$ ol 
Apnl, Ma> and June. Von Sclilacher isas tlic next cnmmal, 
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Rnd With them foreign rcprcscntaUvcs were supposed to have 
imngucd There is some doubt m my mmd that Roehm 
planned tlie overthrow of Hitler and the death of several 
members of the Cabmet 

Hitler told the world that Roehm had raised 12,000,000 
marks and spent them in his ivicked cause Of course Roehm 
had no chance to deny anything, nor any of his friends The 
statement that Germans who sat in conference wth foreign 
representatives in Germany, keeping secret ^vhat >vas said, were 
traitors and to be killed did not improve troubled relations out- 
side 1 was glad I did not go to thcmectmg where artificial 
applause was voaferous and where, it was clear even over the 
radio, all the Germans were frequently rising and giving the 
Hitler greeting The Chancellor retired from the building at 
10 o’clock, everybody cheering except the diplomats 

July 14 Saturday I had lunch ivilh Dr Schacht at the 
Reichsbank, a famous state dimng-room Finance Minister 
Schwerm Krosigk was present too He had been reported to be 
under arrest some days before He was present at the Chan- 
cellor’s meeting last mght but he said nothing I knew what he 
thought Schacht said he too was reported to be shot I walked 
home with Counsellor John C White, and had a quiet afternoon 
and cvemng, writing two hours on my Old South 

July 75 Sunday In the office at noon, Vice-Chancellor von 
Papen called and sat for half an hour desenbing the terror of 
the last two ^vceks His confidential assistant, Von Bose, was 
shot for possible contact with Von Schleicher He was much 
exated and asked that I should not report anything he said 
either to the press or to the State Department in IVashington 
"Hifler had been an hour with him yesterday begging him to 
remain m the Cabinet and to co-operate Von Papen said he 
could not promise anything at the moment He also mdicated 
his hatred of Goenng and Goebbels and said he demanded 
proof of the guilt of his assistant who had been killed and others 
who were put into prison their heads shaved, with no know- 
ledge of ivhat would happen to them from day to day This was 
Hitler’s treatment of all who are suspected of disloyalty Von 
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Papen was also very cntical of Von Neurath who “never does 
anything ” As Von Papen’s car stood at the Chancery nearly 
an hour, the American press learned the fact and cabled their 
papers The German Secret Police probably Inow more by now 

Julj> 16 Monday I lunched at home wth the Russian Am- 
bassador who IS gomg home for good next Sunday His name is 
pronounced Khinchuck, though I do not think it is spelled that 
way He is not a commumst though he fights vabantly for the 
cause 

The British Ambassador, Sir Enc Phipps, was also present 
as was Mr Harry Hopkins, confidant, it seems, of President 
Roosevelt Sir Enc was as non commumcative as ever Mr 
Hopkins was engaging and rather glad we had not arranged an 
interview with Hitler according to his telegraphed request He 
said he would be ashamed to shake hands with such a murderer 

Another guest, George Hamson, president of the New Vorfc 
Federal Reserve Bank, was more hberal m philosophy than I 
had expected, but very much concerned about Germany's being 
commanded by England to pay 6 and 7 per cent interest on the 
hundred million dollar Dawes-Young loans, while the United 
States creditors under the same plan to the extent of two 
hundred millions receive nothing He journeys home m tivo 
days with Montagu Norman, president of the Bank of England 
Norman-^nks the British Government made a mistake in 
demanding preferential treatment 

At 5 30 I presented the U S Government protest against 
payment to Bniish creditors if Amcncans cannot be paid Von 
Neurath was as concerned as I was I know well Germany 
cannot pay any of her obbgations if conditions continue as now 
I stayed with the Minister only ten minutes 

^ 17 Tuesday At Francois Poncet’s luncheon in honour of 

Khinchuck, there was Sir Enc Phipps, also the Spanish Ambas- 
sador It was a most correct and protocol aflair Theconversa- 
tion at the table ViTis more about history tlim present rnnftinpn< 
m Europe When wc all stood for a half hour in the grand re- 
ception room, Sir Enc called me aside to ask ifl did not think 
the diplomatic corps should send thcir^dean, the Papal Nuncio, 
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to the German Foreign Office in October to know whether tve 
should not all refuse to entertain any Germaa officials at our 
house§ in view of the Chancellor's denunciation of Germans 
who attended diplomatic entertainments I agreed we should 
make sueb a move and tben \ added 1 \\nnk. we sbuu\d 
agree too on the limitations of large dinners and receptions 
He agreed \Ve shall sec what comes of it Certainly Germans 
fear now to be seen at a diplomat’s house 

July ig Thursday Mattie, my wife, and I sat down to dinner 
ivith the bankers at the Mann mansion in Dihlem To my 
surprise, Von Ribbentiop, Hitler's confidential negotiator, was 
present He was a httle nervous, talked of a visit to the United 
States next October, and also stressed the fact that the U S 
has 8 billions of gold and Germany only 20 rmlhons ' “How can 
your people ever suffer^ ’ 

We came home impressed again wth the bankers* fear of 
German collapse No one has any confidence m Hitler’s ability 
to direct German affairs 

^ July 22 Sunday Today I spent two hours in the Embassy 
office At 30, I took a. half hour’s walk in the Tiergarteti 
where one saw the agreeable effects of the ram which had fallen 
the night before, though all the elms, bbghtcd by some strange 
disease, showed no signs of improvement At i 30, ivcsat down 
to Sunday dinner with Herr t)iehn and several professors^nd 
others, including then: ivives Although no one liked fo talk 
frankly before Dvehn, there was general and bitter criticism of 
the Hitler regime and its barbarism, unparalleled since the 
Middle Ages One professor and his ivife lingered a long ume 
and were the most sorrowful ©fall about the Germany m which 
they live I was a httle surprised m view of the dangers in- 
volved in case anyone should report on them 

July 24 Tuesday Mattie, William and I 'll! went to dinner 
at the house of Von Ribbentrop We arrived at 8 10 at his 
beautiful home m Dahlem wth a marvellous latvn m the rear 
The guest of honour was Ambassador Cerruti of Italy, peculiarly 
silent all evening Henry Mann and his wfe were also guests 
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Mann, former Nazi enthusiast, showed no patience tvith the 
Hitler regime now. He told us that about July i a neighbour of 
his was coaxed out of his house, misled to Mann’s house and 
there murdered. The dead body remained on Mann’s front 
door steps one whole day. Then it was removed and Mann’s 
servants were asked by the police to tvash up the blood. 

Another strange fact; Count Helldorf^ Chief of Police of 
Potsdam, had been reported as shot to death on June 30. We 
were amazed to be introduced to “Count HcUdorf, Chief of 
Police of Potsdam.” He showed himself a rather silent figure in 
Nazi uniform, his wife sitting on my left and talking a good 
deal about the wisdom of Hitler’s sterilization law, and the need 
of sterilizing all Negroes in the United States. “If you do not 
do this, the Negroes wifi one day own the country. White 
people are not increasing since immigration is not allowed.” 
After the party left the table Countess Hclldorf talked again 
about the vicious Jc^vs who never work and who never live in a 
country where the population cannot be exploited by tlicjn. 
The Count himself joined his wife in this. The Italian Am- 
bassador remained silent. 

1 svas surprised and a little aiTronted at the presence at tlie^ 
dinner ofyoungjames Lee, son of Ivy Lee, the clever big busi- 
ness propagandist who has been trying for a year or more to sell 
the Naw regime to the American public. A House of Represen- 
tatives investigation, organized by Dickstcin, revealed that Ivy 
Lee has been receiving $33,000 a year for this work. Why did 
VOn Ribbentrop invite Hclldorf and Lee to meet us? 

^Vc returned, quite tired and dbgusted, at 11 o’clock. I 
had a go^.bakcd apple and a glass of milk before I went to 
sleep. 

Juljf 25. Wedntsdajf. A busy day preparing, reading, and 
signing reports for Washington. A fantastic story came to me 
of an alleged JcwUh-HohcnzolIem conspiracy last winter and 
spring to put Hitler out of power, with te, 000, 000 marks sent 
over by Jews. The Crown Prince was mixetl up in the .afTair 
and tafl^ too much. Coering’s Secret Police learned of the jn* 
trigiics. Rochm and VonSchleichcrwcrcinvoKed. VonP.ipen 
carried the stor)* to Von Hindenbei^ who compelled JJiiJrr at 
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last to act, which resulted in the June 30 terror. I think the idea 
in reporting this fantasy to me was an attempt to deceive me 
wth this sort of history of the terror. 

At 5 o’clock while I was talking with a committee of Ameri- 
can rauniapal reformers here studying German city life. Consul 
Geist called me on the telephone and reported a conversation 
he had just had svith Minister Messersmilh in Vienna. A putsch 
of the German Nazis in Austria had been on for five hours. 
Dollfuss was overthrotvn and promised to surrender his potvers. 

A little later the Heimwehr, Dollfuss* supporters, rdcased the 
Austrian dictator who at oncc'rctractcd all his promises. 

I asked Geist to walk home with me. He came and as we 
strolled along the canal towards home, 1 told him how unwise 
it was for Messersmith to talk over the long distance with the 
Consulate here. NViih Messersmith known as very hostile to the 
Nazis, and both of us watched all the time, such indiscretion 
might be considered by the Germans as a sort of intrigue of our 
diplomatic work which would do both of us and our government 
harm. I had warned Messersmith before he went to Vienna, but 
I had not sufficiently warned Gdst. 

** ^uly 26. Thursday. A very busy day. I sent two telegrams to 
Washington explaining the putsch against the Austrian Govern- 
ment by the Nazi conspirators. 

The attack upon Austria, from all evidence, was supported if 
not planned by the German Propaganda Ministry. Hast 
Pebniary Ernst Hanfstaengl told me that he brought what Vas 
practically an order from Mussolini that Germans must leave 
Austria alone, and that Theodor Habicht, the German agent in- 
Munich for Austrian annexation, must be dismissed silenced. ' 

In May and June, Mussolini pretended to be in accord with 
the German anti-French, anti-Russian policy, and June 18, at 
Venice, Hitler was reported to have promised Mussolini to 
leave Austria alone. At any rate, great ado was made in the 
German press about the friendly accord of the two “greatest 
statemcn” ofEirrope.* On June 30 came the Hitler murder of 
“traitors” and their assistants. 

Mussolini, who had murdered even more Italians than Hitler 
has thus far murdered Germans, allowed his press to denounce 
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Hitler unmercifullj' On Monday, July 23, after repeated 
bombings in Austna by Nazi^ a boat loaded ivitb explosives 
was sazed on Lake Constance by the Swiss police It was a 
shipment of German bomba and shells to Austna from some 
arms plant That looked ominous to me, but events of the kind 
had been so common that I did not report it to Washington 

Today evidence came to my desk that last night, as late as 
eleven o’clock, the government issued formal statements to the 
newspapers rejoicing at the fall of Dollfuss and proclaiming 
the Greater Germany that must follow The German Minister 
in Vienna had actually helped 10 form the new Cabinet He 
had, as we now know, exacted a promise that the gang of 
Austnan Nazi murderers should be allowed to go into Germany 
undisturbed But it was rcahzcd about 13 o’clock thit, although 
Dollfuss was dead, the loyal Austrians had surrounded the 
government palace and prevented the organization of a new 
Nazi regime They held the murderen prisoners The Ger 
man Propaganda Ministry therefore forbade publication of the 
news sent out an hour before and tried to collect all the re 
leases that had been distributed A copy was brought to me 
today by a fnend 

All the German papers this morning lamented the cruel 
murder and declared that it vtras simply an attack of discon 
tented Austrians, not Nazis News from Bavaria shows that 
thousands of Austrian Nazis living for a year in Bavana on 
German ■’support had been «acave for ten days before, some 
^getting across the border contrary to la^v, all dnlling and making 
’^ready to return to Austna The German propagandist Habicht 
•was still tnakmg radio speeches about the necessity of annexing 
‘ th^'ancient realm of the Hapsbuigs to the Third Reich, in 
spite of all the promises of Hitler to silence him But now 
that the dnvc has failed and the assassins are in prison in 
‘ Vienna, the German Government denounces all who say 
there was any support from Berlui 

I think It will be clear one day that imlhons of dollars and 
many arms have been pounng into Austna since ihe spring 
uf *933 Once more the whole world is condemning the Hitler 
regime No people m all modem history has been quite so un 
popular as Nazi Germany This stroke completes the picture 
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I expect to read a series of bitter denunciations in the American 
papers when they arrive about ten days from now. 

July 23 . Salurday. I have been requested to visit all con- 
sulates in Germany and make reports as to work done and the 
character and size of the staffs. Consul Geist is now risiting 
Breslau, Bremen and Hamburg for me. Later I shall go to 
Leipzig, Dresden, Munich, Stuttgart, Frankfurt and Cologne. 

There is great need of drastic change in Hamburg where 
■United States imports and German exports have fallen the last 
two years by more than half. The consuls at Hamburg arc 
practically^ uselcss^^irieast one-third of them. It’s a character- 
istic attitude of the time for men to live off the government. 

A Jewish Rabbi, Morris Lazaron from Baltimore, came to 
see me this morning. He had letters from Messersmith and 
others. He is a friend of Felbt and Max Warburg and hopes 
to make contact svith the Foreign Office people here and see if 
a more sensible Jewish policy cannot be adopted. He shows no 
signs of Jewish characteristics in his ways or countenance, nor 
is he a self-conscious person, but he handed me about a dozen 
letten to different people here which seemed to show quite 
ambitious purposes. I counselled him to go slowly. He might 
do harm if not careful. Max Warburg is in Hamburg availing 
for possible signs from Berlin. I told Lazaron to be sure he 
gave a correct picture of things here to Warburg so as to avoid 
any appearance to the Germans of a campaign on my ‘part in 
co-operation with these men wWch might embarrass Foreign 
Office officials who have been wise and considerate evef since Iv 
have been here. Hitler has promised me so much and done so 
little that I could not give anyone very much encouragement. . 

July rp. Sunday. I spent all day working on the Old SoulA, 
the most difficult chapter of all thus far, VIII, in which I ex- 
plain the Stuart colonial policy and the troubled era in Western 
Europe as far as commerce and economic exploitation were 
concerned. I have written this chapter three times. I hope this 
I is the last There was a most remarkable group of leaders in 
England contending sharply with Louis XIV and lean de 
Witt. 
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Juljf 30. Monday * At'Ji o*clock I made a call on Limburg* 
Stirum to learn, if I could, whether the Netherlands and Eng- 
‘ land had come to any agreement a^.tO the Far East or on 
cooperation with Belgium 1 n*casc of war between France and 
Germany. ^Ve talked freely about the first subject and he said : 
“No; and I fear we are not going to be able to agree wtJi the 
Japanese, now in Batavia, as to our commercial proposals. It 
was a mistake to have the negotiations in Batavia, for it put us 
at a disadvantage and gave the Japanese a cltancc, which they 
arc surely using, to stir up trouble svith our colonials in Java.’ 
He then expressed the fear that Japan would force the Chinese 
into submission before England and the United States came to 
a common policy in that vast region. 

“England and Holland arc on the best of terms,” he said, 
which was no direct answer to my query. I came away, however, 
fairly well convinced that the Netherlands are included in the 
recent statement of policy whereby England agrees to regard 
the Rhine as her eastern frontier in case continental war breaks 
out. This means, if true, the coroplctcst encirclement Germany 
has ever known. 

• 1 

July jr. Tuesday. Senator Thomas of Utah came in this 
morning. He was not slow in letting me know that he is inter- 
ested in.Mormon missionary work in Germany and that he is 
travelling as ObcrlaenderFclJow with the best ivishes of Presi- 
-'dent Roosevelt. He is about sixty years old, was formerly a 
college, teacher Bnd is now a member of the United States 
“Senate- Foreign Relations Committee. I was favourably im- 
pressea,^although it has always been hard for me to understand 
'hoW a man of intellectual distinction can be interested in Mor- 
mon missionary work. There arc a number of Mormons in 
Germany and Hitler has not dissolved their organizations or 
expelled 'Aeir active preachers. There arc other than rehgious 
aspMts to Hitler’s Jet-up on the Mormons. 

August z. Wednesday. Paul Block, owner of the Pittsburgh 
'Post-Gazette and the Toledo Blade and_of seven other influential 
neivspapers in United States industii^ regions, including New 
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York, called and talked for half an hour about his earnest help 
of Roosevelt in 1932 and his doubtful support now. 

Ambassador Lulhcr>callcd this ^afternoon. He was a good * 
deal amused when I showed him''a copy of our Consul raceSunt 
of Luther’s clever remarks at a Cologne dinner some weeks ^ 
before. Although Luther is very unpopular in Washington, he 
shows me every time I see him an appealing trait : frank, ^ 
intelligent mental attitudes which few German officials here 
venture to show^ In order to emphasize this trait in Luther I 
forwarded the Consul’s report to Under-Secretary Phillips. 

Although the Ambassador was in most things frank and 
interesting, neither he nor 1 mentioned the high officials in 
the regime here. I am sure he has no sympathy with the Hitler 
brutality and he knows 1 am most uncondbrtable in an atmos- 
phere so unnatural in a highly civilized country, which all men 
have been disposed to consider Gemany in spite of the Hiller 
regime. • ^ . 

Both Luther and I agreed that payment of American creditors 
depends entirely upon the revival of German-American 
trade wWch both peoples arc not ready to make possible. Why 
American bankers induced their hundreds of thousands' of 
clients to buy two billions of German bonds or why they 
granted such huge short-term credits between 1924 and 1930^ 

I cannot understand on any other grounds than that they were 
Avilling to risk their people’s savings in order to huge 

profits themselves. • " ^ ^ 

Luther and I parted company in better understanding than 
ever before, though I could go only half-way with him in his* 
denunciations of the Treaty of Vcnailles which was not so bad ' 
as the United States coercion of the broken South in '1865-69'* 
which resulted in a fifty-year economm oijrjrfssinn. ofl *hat.. 
region worse than anything Germany has suffered. 

August 2. Thursday. I went to the office early. A'few'minutes 
' after I arrived, the news of Von Hindenburg’s Heath was 

announced. At 10 a.m. HiUer sat do^vn with his Cabinet They 

quickly agreed to a "statute” making the Fuehrer PrUident 
wathout any change of his status as Chancellor. The President 
of the Third Reich, Leader of the National Socialist Party, 
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and Chancellor of the Reich arc now all unRed m one penon 
the adolescent Austrian who started the putsch business in Z923 
and who has killed hundreds of opponents in order to consoli- 
date hi^" powers p. ^ 

' All this was done now m one hour, every member of the 
Cabinet nsing and heihng Hitler when he finished his state 
^ ment of his new position It was also decreed that the Rcichs 
wclir, the old military folk, must take an oath of allegiance to 
Hulcr at once No time was allowed for any opposition or for 
the possible putsch in Ccrim which so many people had ex- 
pected and many thousands had, doubtless, prayed for 

At 12 o’clock, I went to the Foreign Office, left my card 
and signed the usual book of condolence to the German people 
for the loss of thar single distinguished soul, so far as we 
know present German souls As I stood m the room the 
Japanese Ambassador came in, very obsequious m bearing 
towards me In a little while he told me of his visit to Von 
Hindcnburg a week or two before and of a long talk It was 
astonuhing No member of the German Cabinet except^Von 
Ncurath had been allowed to visit Neudeck since July ir, not 
even his close fnend, Von Papen How strange for the Japanese 
to have been there! When we had signed the book, I nobced 
the Japanese had arranged to sec Von Neuratli who had re 
turned only the day before None of the other ambassadors or 
numsters had appointments to sec the Foreign Secretary This 
>lqoked to me a little unusual too 

Auptst 3 Friday I must not omit to mention a luncheon 
yesterday at home where Senator Thomas, Rabbi Lazaron and 
• President Clifton Gray of Bates College, with Mrs Thomas 
and our family^ made up the group There has not been better, 
freer conversation since we have been here The Mormon 
spoke frankly of Mormon minority unreasonableness Dr 
Gray, the Baptist divine and Rabbi Lazaron were equally 
frank Lazaron is here to feel out possibilities for the Warburgs 
and others who regret Rabbi Wise’s extreme atutudes Not 
jnuc’n prospect here 1 hcheve 

Today Dr Gray brought five or six leading Baptist divines 
to the office to assess thar situation in Berlin at this cnticaJ 
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moment. Some fifteen hundred preachers and leaders arc here 
for a week’s discussion of the Baptist situation. This conference ^ 
was set a year before Hitler came to power. Their leading sub- 
jects for discussion arc: bationaliini"and race groups; freedofn 
of religious opinion ; and self-government in church life. These ■ 
subjects can hardly be touched upon without challenging Nazi 
opposition. According to the Nazi view, all religions in Ger- 
many must be merged into one state church; no such^tl^g 
as freedom of conscience is possible; and local government^ of 
any sort is dose to treason. Free speech in Germany now is an 
invitation to be shot. 

How these Baptist preachers arc to function I cannot guess. 
But Dr. Gray and others discussed their problems frankly and 
asked my comment, also my assessment of their plan which is to 
go on as though no change had come over Germany. When 
they were about to leave they asked me to attend their meeting 
and take a seat on the platform. Thinking the matter over a 
little, I declined for the time. It would look too much like a 
challenge to all German official life to which I am accredited. 
Yet I was reared a Baptist and am still a non-active member 
at Hyde Park, Chicago. Perhaps I should go and show once 
more what sort of man America believes is entitled to live un- 
disturbed. 1 will dedde after the Hindenburg burial, 

I called at the Fordgn Office to leave President Roosevelt’s 
message to the German Government and nation on this sad 
occasion. Von Ncurath, whom I was to have seen, delegated^ 
VonBulow to recrive me. Wc talked a few minutes about Von 
Hindenburg’s ideas and qualities of mind, especially as they 
had been revealed when I was presented to him on August ag, 
1933. Von BOlow had been present and Von Hindenburg gave 
me ten or fifteen minutes free conversation, unprecedented I 
was told. What he said on international relations and cultural 
contacts with the United States would be a sensation if printed 
now, and would anger Hitler but delight Germany. , ‘ 

In the afternoon, the British Ambassador called, just re- 
turned from his vacation in the Wiltshire hills, and iso just 
‘returned from a Von Ncuratii interview. He said Von Ncurath 
had told him that he feared Hitler did not know what the 
assumption of presidential powers really meant, but according 
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to all reports Von Ncurath hciled Hitler yesterday when 
supreme powers ^verc taken on I Jiave never* seen evidence that 
^ Secretary ever resists the arbitrary conduct of the Fuclircr 
• -SirErfcjicknowlcdged that England bad declared her eastern 
border was die Rlune "What else could we He thinks 
Hitler Ivould gladly go to war if he had the power and thcrc- 
u fore that all Europe must keep united against Germany, which 
scents^ to me to be necessary if Europe is not to collapse one 
day under thousands of airplanes dropping bombs and poison 
gases France played a sad game in 1919 and then continued 
her mistake under the League from 1 930 to 1 932 Tliat helped 
to give Germany Hiller, but Hitler, once in power, lost Ger- 
many all the growing sympathy of England and America by 
his barbaric conduct Now, as Sir Enc says, all Europe must 
watch Germany day and night, living under an encirclement 
system ivhich may even bnng economic collapse We parted 
company, discouraged, at 70'dock 

Augvjt 4 Saturday I worked m the office until 1230 and 
then I quit for the day A delegation of American forestry 
people came and we talked a while about the wonderful 
German forests which they arc studying 

August 5 Sunday I spent an hour m the office to see if any 
telegrams had come in and to read some letters from the 
United States Then I finished my reading of Pepys’s Diaiy to 
get touches of social habits and graft in Stuart England Many 
things reminded me of the habits and methods which prevail 
in 'Nazi Germany But there is one trait here, the love of 
amtnals, ^hlch reveals a German characteristic I have never 
noticed in any rcadmg I have previously done 

The Germans love horses and dogs especially At a time 
when nearly every German is afraid to speak a word to any but 
the closest fhends, horses and dogs are so happy that one feels 
they wish to talk A woman who may report on a neighbour 
for disloyalty and jeopardize his hfe, even cause his death, 
ji^nkes her big kindly looking dog m the Tiergarten for a walk 
She talks to him and coddles him as she sits on a bench and 
he attends to the reqiurcments of nature The dog is never 
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scolded or kicked, which* is so common in the United States. 
He is never nervom, never shows any fear of any sort and is 
always fat and clean. 

Only horses seem^toibe equafly'.happyj^nevei^tht'chndrcn. 
or the youth. I often'stop as I walk to my office and havc.a, 
word with a pair of beautiful horses wailing while thwr'wa^on 
is being unloaded. They are So clean and fat and happy that 
one feels that they are on the point of speaking. If I raise my 
hand as if to hit one of the pair, he does not even dodge Im 
head. He has not the slightest notion that anybody would’ 
harm him. The law forbids cruelty to animals here, and any 
man who maltreats a horse or dog or cow is liable to immediate 
imprisonment. 

In Ndmberg last December I noticed the same kind of 
“horse happiness” and approached a pair of wonderful greys 
as 1 came out of the Lord Mayor’s and petted them. They 
seemed to understand me. It was the same in Dresden. 
Animals are the only happy beings I see, unless the birds arc 
equally so, but I see few birds. 

At a time when hundreds of men have been put to death 
\vithout trial or any sort of evidence of guilt, and when the 
population literally trembles widi fear, animals have rights 
guaranteed them which men and women cannot think of ex- 
pecting. One might easily wbh he were a horse I 

August 6. Monday, At 12 o’clock, my wife and I took our 
places in the Reichstag auditorium where a tribute Was to be 
paid to the deceased Field Marshal von Hindenburg. Every 
member of the diplomatic corps was present. The hall *was 
filled. Goering was on the speakers' stand in gay uniform with 
meilals. all- ny.rr. bis. cnat., in. thn-bi^i. ijr/yadinig 'diain, 

literally joyful because he was so conspicuous in appearance. 
Hidcr sat a little below on the right of the chairman’s desk 
with Von Papen on his right and Von Neurath next to Von 
Papen. Other Cabinet officials were duly arranged according to 
rank, nearly all in uniforms and with decorations much in 
evidence. 

Hitler was in Im Brown Shirt uniform. He looked contented 
and complacent: he was to d^ver an oration to be radioed all 
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over tlic world. Tlie main floor was occupied by men who ^vc^c 
called members of the Rachsiag. They were in no sense legisla- 
tors, being appointees of Hiller, not o&c of them at any time 
cver^hav^ng yoted-ogainst^a wisli-of the Chancellor or ventured 
to pfTcr: a bill for the consideration of his iellow. The Reichstag 
members were in Brown Shirts, showing no signs of grief, 
^hc diplomajs were in tlicir appropriate places, most of them 
m official and highly decorat^ garb, blacfe gloves for the 
few cutaway members, white gloves for those who had on the 
cos\umes of Lovua XI Vs ^mc. 

At the appropriate time, Goering arose and introduced ffic 
Chancellor who took his place as speaker, all the house rising 
and holding their right hands at a 45® angle until he acknow- 
ledged the greeting. This was far more important than any 
evidence of sorrow for the departure of the aged President. 

The funeral oration took twenty-five minutes for delivery. 
It was much better than I had expected, though there was no 
tribute to the President or his services as a leader of his country. 
All the emphasis was upon the military genius and service of 
the hero of Tannenberg. A significant remark towards the end 
was the claim that Von Hindenburg had brought the National 
Socialists to power. When the address was over, Hitler went 
to the first row of seats on the main floor and kissed the hands 
of Von Hindenburg’s daughters and shook hands ivith the son,* 
Colonel Oscar von Hindenburg. There followed a solenan 
strain of music and we all retired. At ro.35 I took the train 
for^ Tannenberg, East Prussia, where the first great Germati 
•wetory of the 'NVorid War was won in the autumn of *9*4. I 
went tombed promptly and so escaped the photographers who 
came to the train seeking to take pictures. 

August 7 . Ttusde^. Our train reached Hohenstcin, a neat 
little to^vn two miles from the Tannenberg monument, about 
11. IVe were driven promptly to the battlefield where Von 
Hindenburg Was to be buried at noon. The Spanish Ambassa- 
dor and I Z7X down tJio feat tot*# d-A diplomauc seats N'lc 
^ were greatly impressed with the scene: eight great brick towers 
'about sixty feet high with fires flaming from the top of each, 
everlasting signals, I suppose, of the war soldier. The unimo\vn 



JULY 9 , 1934 TO SEPTEMBER I, 1 934 * 153 

soldier, buried under the Arc de Triomplie in Paris, is also ^ 
honoured by an unceasing flame. So the Germans^ go the French 
one better at Tanncnbi^, where the power of Imperial Russia^, 
wasbroben. 

The soldiers marched into place, company Hyxompany, keep-'’^ . 
ing marvellous goosMtep, until some 3,000 rhen stood gnm 
in their places, in all kinds of uniforms, black, gfey and 

blue. They were picked men from all the groups of Gwmani*' 
soldiers. Hitler, Goering and Goebbels were soon in evidence,* 
the first in his Brosvn Shirt with a sort of butcher knife* 
ing by his side — the badge of honour for all Nazi soldiers. 
Goering was in his aircraft uniform with medals all over his 
front, Goebbels in civilian clothes with no medals or war signs/ 
although he is quite as war-Ukc as any of the rest. He was 
spared from the front-line trenches of the World War by the 
fact that he’is club-footed and so walks like a lame person. 

Von Hindenburg’s family, two daughters and one son, were 
present. So also was Meissner, the President’s private secretary, 
whose status is very doubtful now that his chief is dead, since 
he is not known to be a Nazi, which he did not dare to be so 
long as Von Hindenburg was alive. It is said that he'has de- 
stroyed a copy of his chief’s will. No one knows but it is 
strange that Von Hindenburg’s will is not to be found. Com- 1 
mon talk is that he decreed his remains be buried beside those 
of bis ancestors, through Four gencratiens, on the Neudcck ^ 
estate. There were several aged generals on the stand, includ- 
ing Von Mackensen who conquered Rumania in the autumn of 


1916. The belligerent Ludendorff was not present.^He is-^e- 
ported to have hated Von Hindenburg. He j'oined Hitler in 
■ the Munich beer-hall putsch of 1903 which failed. Somehow 
he and the Fuehrer broke and they hate each other. 

' ^ At the proper moment a war chaplain read a sermon, war-like 
in character. Then came Hitler who faced the coffin of the 
. deceased President .and made a second address which closed 
svith the statement that Von Hindenburg’s remains were beine 
cons.gncd to Valhalla. There was no appraisal of the old 
leader’s character, his devotion to the Imperial cause of his 
country as it once ^vas. Nor was there any reference to any ofthe 
nmc yean of the V on Hindenburg presidency. 1 1 was all military, 
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though there were no challmges to the French or English or 
Americans who had decided the fate of the HohenzoUem Reich. 

, At the end of the Mrvices,^ Hitler repeated yesterday’s per- 
formance and kissedThc hands of the President’s daughters, 
"the whole hudienCe looking on, many of them conscious of the 
bitterness bct^veeh the family of the deceased and the Fuehrer. ^ 
Hitler quickly mounted a huge flying machine and returned to 
•Berlin. The diplomatic corps found its way again to its train 
‘\'^icK "started for Berlin about 1 o’clock. The w’eathcr u'as 
bwutiful and East Prussia looked very prosperous. Tlie rains 
had restored things. 

'As I went back to my berth, a young' Dr. Bciger, of the 
German Foreign Office, was at the door. He was appointed 
to serve me in any way I thought necessary. I needed no ser- 
vice. I asked him to be seated and for an hour he tried to 
entice me into criticism of the Hitler regime. I talked of history 
and its false teacliing in all great countries, espedally ours 
where the Civil ^Var was. concerned. He infonned me that his 
function in the Foreign Office was to study Austrian relations. 

1 still refused to enter into critichm of the Hitler relations to 
Austria, thinking all the while that he had been “planted” on 
me. There ^vas an associate of his, young Prince von ^Vittgc^' 
strin, who talked less but served the same useless service of 
page to the diplomats of our car. I am sure I disappointed them 
bitterly. 

The train journeyed slowly for six hours across the Polish 
Corridor. The idea seemed to be to show us~the bedraggled 
look of the country, the duty towns and*^ ragged farmer-folk, 
more children than I have ever wen in such a short journey. 
Berger made few comments but what was said rested on the 
assumption that Poland properly belonged to Germany. He 
showed me bridges and great industrial structures that svere 
built while Germans dominated the country — now all dilapi- 
dated. There is no^ doubt that the Poles are a backward nation 
politically and economically, but svfay should Germany fed that 

The moment the train crossed the Oder into German terri- 
tory, ■the speed doubled. The countryside looked neat and 
orderly. The toivns were clean and thtpeopleabout the railway 
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stations moved quickly ind were well dressed. There were no.» 
filth and rags anywhere. No one could fail to note the differ- 
ence. Night soon came on and we Jialtcd at the great Fried- * 
richstrasse station in Berlin at midnighV. I^Vas plad^to 
home again. It had been a revealing tnp. ' ' * T 

August 8 . Wednesday. A bit of talk at lunch today illustrates 
the kind of conversation one may have when not toqi^manyf' 
people sit do%vn at once. Von \Vicgand said, when the talk 
turned to European debts : ‘T invested my life-long savings in 
German bonds. 1 have notTeccived a dollar in return (or yeSrs 
and never expect a cent more.” That was not discussed at the 
moment and Von Wiegand a little later added: “There arc 
t^vo countries of Europe ^vhich I admire and associate together 
in their payment of debts : England and Fmland.” The former 
had recently announced that she would not bother about pay- 
ing interest on her four billion dollar debt to the U.S. and the 
latter about the same time had paid in full an instalment on 
her obligations. 

It was a touchy subject for my fiiend, Sir Eric, and I said 
at a moment when everybody at the table was quiet ; Mr. von 
Wegand, do you dare compare so great a power as the Britbh 
Empire with so little a country as Finland in the presence of 
the Ambassador? Everybody laughed and Sir Eric joined in a 
good-humoured way. Nobody pressed the comparison further, 
but there was no ignorance of the real point in anyone’s mind : 
Europe’s gencraT disposiUon not to pay or seriously try to pay 
the people of the United States who loaned the Allied powers 
$i 1,000,000,000 in 1917-1918 in order to help save themselves. 

There was a good deal else said of similar trends but I cannot 
repeat it here and now. Daily life here is full of the strange 
conduct of dvilized people, 

.liipul 9. rhmiay. At the request of Rabbi. Lazaron of 
Baltimore, Ma.x Warburg, enunent Hamburg banker and 
brodier of Felix Warburg ofNew York, came to sec me in the 
Embassy. He showed the effects of his troubled life the last 
year and now stands in danger of losing his life if he ever 
allows his opinions to become known to authorities here 
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He remained an hour He thmks Rabbi Wise and Samuel 
Untermyer of New York have done the Jews of both the 
United States and Gcrmainy great harm by their cra\'ing for 
publicity He "shid Felix Warburg was of tlie same opinion 
Both -these men arc fully in sympathy ivith Colonel House in 
his efforts to case off the Jewish boycott and reduce the number 
of Jews m high position m the United States 

I was glad to speak frankly with such a man Before leaving 
he indicated that he doubted the wisdom ofjames SfcDonald’s 
activity m his position at Lausanne That has been my attitude 
from ^e bcgmmng ^Va^bu^g suggested that Lazaron, living 
quietly m Berlin, nught do more with the German Government 
than McDonald, and I agree with him Any man who would 
take a big salary for such a service, all from people who give 
the money for the relief of suffering fellows, is not apt to 
appeal strongly to other givers, and McDonaJd'has shown so 
much self esteem on different occasions that I fear these traits 
have become too well known m Berlin ofBaal circJea t 
* How few people really think of the service they can render 
m high station • Do not most officials think of how great they 
are or ought to be considered, rather than the realides of life’ 

I have seen so many men and women here, the^last twelve 
months, of mediocre abihty and knowledge, struttmg day and 
night and exploiting their countries’ meagre wealth, that I am 
strongly inclined to leave such an atmosphere and make my 
reasons pubhc at home 

At I o’clock an American housing expert, studying conditions 
in Europe, called He had been in Rome and was capUvated 
by Mussolini He was later m Vienna to study housing ivorfc 
done there after the World War, and then in Moscow to study 
housmg m the Soviet Union Without having made any study 
of Germany, be had become an enthusiastic sympathizer What 
he said about his building work and the general undertaking at 
home was interestmg enough, but he seemed to have lost lus 
balance Hu complete acceptance of Hitler as a great states 
man revealed his mentality I did not try to correct him I 
merely asked him What do you think of a “statesman” who 
'murders his opponents? The question puzzled him a little but 
it did not seep into his meotabty ' 
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Auglut to. Friday. At .1 1 >o’clock tlic. motlicr of a former . 
amdent of mine in Chicago, who is becoming an American ' 
^tiaen after my interventfon againsf his forced rctnm to • 
Germany in 1933, came to see me to read a lettec from her 
son which’ he had dared commit to" the open mail. Shi: was 
glad to know he svas well, ’even if unemployed. Site read his 
ong letter and broke into tears as she described her tcrrorizc*d 
posmon. She ism Catholic, married to a Jewish j’oumalist of 
acmotaatic faith whose son-in-law here is constantly in danger 
ot Ipsmg his life. She wept and wept. I consoled her tlicbcst ' 
1 codd. She said she had money enough an Prague to take her 
to the United States the moment her son obtained employment. 
He is a.brilliant young doctor of philosophy from a German 
umversi^. 1 told her, I would do what I could to help her son 
r'il immediate prospect svas not good as her son was not a 
full citizen and young American scholars would naturally take 
precedence over him in college work. 

Nothing, however, seemed to appease her sorrow. She broke 
out: "This system here is terrible. You can imagine how much 
we suffer and thousands of others likewise. There is no way 
.out but for someone to murder the great murderer who rules 
uri Someone will do it, must do it.” As she retired from mv 
office, tears'streaming from her eyes, 1 told her to wait com- 
pose herself and go upon the streets, always watched by the 
Secret Police, in a more normal condition. ^ 


At 12, a new American correspondent came to introduce 
himself. He immediately revealed his pro-Nazi sentiment in 
respect toTecent rwents in Vienna. Curious, but newspaper meh- 
are human and there are reivaids here and elsewhere fnr 
who preach the new doctrine to the outside world ° ™ 


the Rhine to Mainz, The 

dehghtful We lunched at EisenaeTanrMarSia andT 
through the old Luther Museum where manv inr u ^ 
tures, pamphlets, books and Luther letters wl totercsUng,pic- 
is peculiar that all thU evidence of the great orr^ 
for religious freedom is still exhibited if a coLtr; Vnd frfgion 
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^ ,.^v}ierc the Hitlcr-Rosenbcrg paganism prevails. From Eisenach 
.wc drove on to a beautiful* resort tovvn near Kassel where 'we 
spent Gie night in a most comfditable hotch. It cost only some 
five-marhs each. “■•t - _ 

jj. Monday. We.rwchcd Franlcfurt today where 'vc 
looked into, the- Consulate for a'whllc and then Martha and I 
wandered through Goethc*s home -where the gmde told rather ^ 
. filthy storici about-.the ^cat artist’s early-life. Ofii^ncxt sto^ 
'was foV lunch, then to Heidelberg where the wonderful cattle 
entertained us-for an hour or so. From Heidelberg, J'<^drove 
oyer a good road towards Stuttgart in medieval Wli^p^bcrg 
where undent, villages and monasteries revealed much of the 
age that has long passed. I have never seen better revelations 
of medieval Germany than in this fertile, prb^j)crous country. 
WcTcached Stuttgart at 7 o’clock and had a good dinn^* in 9 
modem hotel. -Then I found my wayto the railway station 
and took a sitfeper for Berlin. The family remained for another 
in southern Geraanyt Austria and Hungary. 

August 14. Tuesday. I was back at my task at 10 o’clock. At 
4.30 Albert Lepawky, University of Chicago instructor, and 1^ 
friend, Howard Mumford Jones, came in^'td'' explain how a ' 
Nazi .marcher had stepped out of ranks thermght before smd - 
struck Lepa^vsky in the face for not saluting the Hakenkreu2-H 
flag. The blow was insulting enough, but'nbt serious othenvise. 

Lepawsky said he was bringing the story to usron a* silver 
platter and thought I ought to hurry at onc^to tfie Foreign 
Office and demand an apology. "He '(fid not’wlsh^fo ^ th® 
_^offend^ punished. He had not hit hard enough. !• reminded _ 
him that punishment was the first thing the govemmenl would 
order and that as'hc was not hurt* I would’advise no publicity 
since we had not had such a thing happen since January. He 
jwas not pieced exactly. The pair went away With instriicUons 
to’lay the facts, under_oath, before the Consul-General. 

August 15. Wednesday. I called at 12 o'clock on Ambassador . 

• Frangois-Poncet.to Jeam whether he'kncw anything more defi- 
nite than J did about the ivur-lilce purfyoscs of the Hitler regime 
f. * . ' 
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in order that I might tjrite PresiW Roosevelt a letter thai 
might not be mnleadiog^ to facts about Nazi.rearmament, 
the French cite : one imlhon and a half trained soldiers ar 
ample supply of small arms, and the avowed purpose ofearrv^ 
mg Jhe pan-Gcrman annexations into cErect at the first ooSibl, 
opportumty-. Fran 4 ois-Poncerwas,‘irs he has been si^e th< 
date of my arrival here a year ago, fulljeconvmcc'd that Franc 
P 1° and Alsace-Lorraine, Austria and 'westerr 

leIdFinM^r‘’R“"’‘ 1”' “n”: evidence of new air- 

fields in Mecklenburg, a larger number of heavy fiying machines' 

” ri 3 s tTu £“ •' *r'" 

ofiicer m the machine,' as they fiew westward -.(T , 

see what he had observed'and W^t Xh 

only supports the French evidence Colonel tv 
man urith many contacts. HeknowsVe™ Bond 

Tiil'of Us opportunities, but the milita^y^^ ann ' ’ “ ™‘*' 

he instmetively approves of the army dJdls aS?dem"'^°”® 
-^ontraictory^as these are to the interests of the U^tS State 

Augjut 16. Thursday. Yount Baron von R!rtrp,u 
bom 'adopted membef''of General* von Rlrt 
here Cthe,GenenU,being the Naai Secretary of Wari " 
see me this morning at 11 o'clock. I was a in.i ? “™n.to 
view of rehable reports we have had abo„; r-™' 
berg’s share m the June 30 terror and U the vonPlom- 

to Von Hindenburg’s post without any constU^r ? “.‘'Hitler, 
authority to cover itr-Young Von 111^ H'vfiil 

friendly relaUons with Assistant Secretary"ptn® '''Pnrted; his 
, Department and showed -strong ODDos:i!;n . T State 
June 30, which I thought was a bM^or r methods of • 

, , iranJs statements from 
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me which he would get to his patron, and thus enable the gov- 
emment to make out a case agoing my partisanship, if it coulil 
be called such. ... * ' ' * 

,Hc then remarked that Nazi ’propaganda in the ^United 
States did Germany harm. I let him know I agreed fulty/_hut 
gave no names here responsible'for speh performaifces, hke Ivy 
Lee and the r«t. Then he said General von Blombeig 'vas 
much against propaganda and that he was uipngthe disnussaJ 
of Dr. Goebbds. He did not quite say that’his kinsman in the 
Cabinet was urging the abolition of the Propaganda Afinis^» 
but I inferred as much. The young fcUow went a\vay, talking 
favourably of the foreign press opposition to all ruthlessness 
here. It tvas a rather questionable mission, if such it was. 

Ausitsl ry. Friday. Mr. McMaster, Quaker relief represen- 
tative who maintains an office here and formerly disttlbutcd 
many millions of American dollars for the relief of German 
sufferers from tgtg to 1921, reported the ditHctxIh’es ofjxh 
people and his efiarts, on all proper occasions, to procure the 
release of innocent Germans from prison. He had many stories 
to tell, but they are similar to others already recorded and so 
I do not repeat them. He offered his service in cases in ^vhicfi 
I cannot intervene in any way. 

One case I. called to his attention : An innocent man now in 
a concentration camp had been incited by the president ofDait- . 
mouth College to lecture there. Charles A. Beard, president 
last year of the American Historical Association, had wir^ to 
ask whether I would convey the invitation to the prisoner. I 
asked Consul Geist to sound out the Secret Police here. He 
'did so and reported that any such invitation extended frota 
the United States, if known to the government, would cause 
rough treatment to the pmoner. I wired Beard that we must 
await events.’ 

• Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, representative of the Federation 
of Churches, came at la o’clock. He told of the attitude of 
American Protestants and said the representatives of all these 
churches are meeting'in aPew days near Copenhagen to discuss 
international religious problems. He reported _that the German 
Reichsbisbop MUlIer had opposed any German Protestants 
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attending and that the government had refused visas to German , 
preachers«%vho wished to attend. The -federation people had 
disliked'this ajid the German Protestants Nvere greatly offended, 
fight or ten had decided to* go to a'German village a few miles 
from •.the Danish border and there consult with their fellow 
Christians of the outside' world. Such action would endanger 
their freedom, perhaps their lives. *• .. 

TroF&sor M, McMeyer of tbo Vmversity of Boston, who 
has travelled all about Germany, reported today prosperity 
every\vhere and almost unanimous enthusiasm for Hitler and 
his regime. The June 30 killings had not affronted anybody, 
according to him. There was, he said, free discussion and the 
same old German GmQllichkeit he had known years before. 
Ha^^he simply fallen for the Nazi propaganda and will he go 
back to Boston to argue for the strange medievalism 
has escaped his attention? He is a Protestant prcachcc^and 
teacher of naive mentaUty unless I myself am of strange* and 
perverse mental tr^tsl 


August 18. Saturday. Mr. John Garrett, of the old B. & O. 
railroad family in Baltimore, a former Ambassador to Rome, 
^called to pay his respects and to talk a little about Europe. 
Although his inherited social point of view is so different from 
mine, his assessment of German life today is the same as mine. 
1 am sorry my family is away, else 1 would have given him 
the expected dinner. We closed our conversation by my raising 
the inieresdng point about his grandfathcr^s contribution to the 
saving of the American umon of states by the building of the 
B. &. O. reread to Chicago just before i860 and the manage- 
ment of the road during the war against Virginia and the South. 
He was delighted that I knew the facts— an advantage, for 
once m tin's atmosphenj, orknomng history. ' . ’ 

At 12.30 Henry Mann call^ with Mr. Jolles, vice-president 
of the National City Company, New York, who came to talk 
about the possibil^- of American credits to Germany. I could 
see no safe way. T^we is no evidence that Hitler, Gociinir or 
.. GoebbeU hM (he slightest compuncUon about non-payment of 
any kmd of debt tothe United States, and these men Iteve the 
deentve power here. Much as I disRe to have the United 
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States lose its cotton, copper and meat marked, ^vorth him- 
dreds of millions a year, I cannot advise bankeh'to loan money 
here. It would simply mean a sacrifice of American sayings, as 
things now look. They ^vent away depressed but m agreeme^. 

Captain Crockett, Assistant hiilitary Attach^ here,^gave‘^a 
dinner tonight. It was a nice little party, though nothing 
worthwhile was said. To repeat what I have said before: Anny 
and Navy Attach'i£s here, and I think over Europe, are 
utterly unequal to their supposed functions. They simply have 
never received good training, except in drill and tactics. They 
may know a little formal history, but they really do not grasp 
the social and economic problems in countries to which they 
are accredited. Nor are they clever enough to spy on German 
military performances. Spying is really ^vhat governments 
expect in such fields. 

August ig. Sunday. I was driven out to Ambassador Frahjois- 
Pon^et’s country mansion on the shore of ^Vannsee, where 
all wealthy Germans like to have summer residences unleJ^ 
they can afford an estate in Bavaria. The Ambassador’s man- 
sion is a beautiful building and the lake lies just in thej-ear, 

Frangois-Poncet has no better knowledge than others, but, 
he is very imcasy and wth some justification. Germany may 
^ readily venture into a war about the Saar Territory next winter 
or spring, especially if Japan breaks loose at the same time. 
According to reports. Hitler has sent ivord to Franfois-Poncct^ 
that he will never sec him again. This is on account of the 
charge that he was conspiring last spring tvith Roehm and 
von Schleicher to overthrow the Chancellor. This angers the 
Ambassador extremely. 

In view of repeated attacks by Hitler and Goering upon all 
democratic and parliamentary governments, we discussed a pos- ’ 
sible retort sometime. He had no suggestions. I intimated that 
he, the British Ambassador and I ought possibly to ask our 
recall simultaneously if attacks and charges of conspiracy were 
repeated. He did not commit himself. I am beginning to feel 
that we ought to sound out our governments on the subject of 
a concerted wxthdra^val. It might temporarily prevent war if 
done properly. 
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After tho cgriv^alion the party took to a boat and spent 
an houfi>nt3ie Wannscc. It n-as surprisingly cold for August. 
Having no oVcrcoat, I ssnapped myself in a large red shawl, 
luid Madame Frangois-Foncct said she would like to have a 
pictured There was fortunately no photographer on board and 
so I escaped. Finally, I could politely leave and I was glad to 
be'bomc and quieTagmn. 

August sol Monday. Herr Heckc of the Reichsbank brouglit 
me a curious pamphlet recently published here by a philosopher 
svho describes all of German philosophy from Immanuel Kant 
to Friedrich Nietzsche as merdy the prelude to the social 
philosophy which underlies the Nazi regime. The second part 
summarizes Hiller’s social attitude and political purposes; in 
the third, Roosevelt’s work and purposes arc analyzed. Accord- 
inglo the author and the bank ofHcia! who gave me the pam- 
pUet, Hitler and Roosevelt have the same ideals and purposes 
and both y^chronize tvith the general German philosophy 
from Kant to Hegel to Nietzsche. 

1 y(as earnestly besought to send the pamphlet to the Presi- 
dent. The banker \vas typically naive. 1 agreed, however, to 
sencl the absurd pamphlet to the State Department but ex- 
pressed the fear that Mr. Roosevelt would not be able to read , 
it. Imagine such a man as this in high position in the German 
' Rrichsbankj 

Mr. Prancis I^ckman of New Orleans called. He svished an 
interview svith Hitler which 1 did not care to ask for, especially 
as the Chancellor is in Bavaria. I teased him a little about 
Huey Dong, the Lomsiana “Hitler.” Hickman gave me the 
fmpression that he really \vishes to see some kind of dictator- 
- ship in America. Perhaps I ou^t to ha.ve. aw 

view mth the G^an dictator so that he could publish 
his story in the United States and sec what the public would 
say. ’ 

Atipul Si. Wcdmsdnji. I went \rith my fanuly to the famous 
Passion Play at Oberammergao. escorted by the mayor who 
had l^dly sent us tickets. The mayor gave the Hitler grcct- 
mg whenever he met any acquaintance on the street. We were 
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all seated together in the reserved section but I think few if any 

ofour neighbours knew who we were. , ^ ^ 

The play during the morning portrayed the' early life of 
Jesus and the Old Tcstament^prophecies and scenes showing 
what the Christian churehes have always Maimed were the^con- 
necting links bcuveen the Old and New Testaments. I saw no 
Jews present. There were 6,ooo people in the beautiful hall.. It 
is open at the end where the stage is' located, and one gazes 
constantly upon a most beautiful mountain scene. It is a won- 
derful setting. 

The chief actor is Lang, son of the man who gave the play 
its present form some tWrty years ago. The Lang family are 
the masters of the to\vn, Oberamme^au having normally 3,000 
inhabitants whose main income each year is from visitors, 
foreign and German, who go there to see the Jesus tragedy. I 
think Lang is an excellent actor and the choir which sin^ or 
recites interludes in a grand style is impressive. 

At 3 o’clock we took our places again in the gregt hall and 
the tragedy slowly moved to its culmination; thehctrayal by 
Judas, the trial of Jesus and the awful scene of the executions 
on the cross, vdth law officers climbing short ladders to the 
crudfied individuals and beating them before ’their deaths. 
When Jesus was* tried, before the angry Jewish court, a wcU- 
dressed German, looyng very solemn, said to me: **Es ist 
unser Hitler.” Ida Home, a distant kinswoman of mine, sitting 
in another part of the hall, told roe as wc came out together: 
*‘A woman near me said, as Judas received his thirty pieces 
of silver, ‘Es ist Rochm J’ ” I suspect half the audience, the 
German part, considers Hitler as Germany’s Messiah. 


About 6 30 I took tlurd class passage to Munich which 
enables me to get natural reactions of Gcrroan people towards 
the cjusting regime. It was a crowded train but, like all others, I 
bad a clean and comfortable seat Thepcoplc, however, seemed 
to know little of what happens in Germany, though a school 
teacher and a peasant woman, both educated so that they spoke 
Bood German, referred favourably to Hitler. They said no^’ng 
of his terrorist conduct. There was much frank talk on this 
as I had observed last year on my third class journey 
JP Dresden to Berlin. ■\Vb'’“'^avariaj»'''^U. town .md 
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peasant foil, have good schools for the young people, Uicy arc 
reported to be the most simple and naive element of the 
Gennan.Reich. 

Angml S 3 . rhmsd<^. My friend Louis Brownlow of the 
Rockefeller Foundation and the University of Chicago called 
and reported many mteres^ting tWnp about the university and 
its troubles- Bro^vnlo^v knows American urban problems as tvcil 
as anyone in the country. He is talking wth oilicials of German 
ciUK to see if the Nazi regime is neglecting the city housing 
projects, where administration was particularly eflicicnt, which 
had prevailed here foT half a century or more. He knows many 
prominent pre-Hitler leaden. 

' In the afternoon Ivy Lee came with his smooth young son. 
The young son, last winter, thought a speech of mine implied 
criticism of Fascist Europe, which it did most gently and in- 
directly. Later I learned of the elder Lee’s relations with the 
German Government. 

Today the old man looked broken and in spite of talk about 
his cure I am sure his health is very poor. He has made his 
millions the last twenty years and now the world knows ho\v it 
was done. I talked frankly with him and he turned red in the 
face more than oncci He asked if I had reported on him to 
Washington. He hoped I could write something favourable to 
Secretary PluUips. 

He then |aid: “Ilgner of the Carl Schurz Foundation here 
said you were an anti-Hazi, or perhaps merely against the 
Foundation.” I answered that I was opposed to all propaganda, 
but had urged the Carl Schurz people last spring to go on with 
thdr ^vork if it remained simply cultural and permitted no 
propaganda. Ilgner wished to sec me, according to Lee. I told 
him to ^lend an invitation. Ilgner is head of the great I. G. 
Farben corporation in Germany. 

*^e Lees went away, kindly asking about my family and 
their sojourn in Austria. It is only another of the thousands of 
cases where love of money ruins men’s lives. I cannot say a 
commendatory word about lam to the State Department, -v 

.dugujt S4. Friday, Mrs. Sindair Lewis, whose abiUty as a 
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wnter and artist equals that of her famous husband, called 
today at 1 1 and talked for half an hour about a plan of hers 
to study and descnbc the present German socio philosophical 
system, if one may call it a system She impressed me most 
favourably 

A little after she left, Dr Dicckhoff paid the conventional 
call after his vacation in Switzerland, where he has the safe 
retreat of his father in law’s residence I thought also that he 
wished to hear me talk a little about the strange events that 
had occurred while he had been away, on June 30 and July 25 
We had talked frankly, being rather intimate acquaintances, 
for a few minutes when Mrs Lewis called from her hotel, the 
Adlon, and said she had just received an order from the Secret 
Police to leave the country m twenty four hours' “What shall 
I do?” she asked I said Go at once to Acting Consul General 
Gcist She thanked me and hung up the phone recaver 

I turned to Dieckhoff and said Did you hear that^ Hcsaid 
“No “ I was almost sure he had I explained and added that 
this would make a nation-wide sensation He agreed and said 
he would do all he could to rcstram the Secret Police We both 
recognized that whether Mr Laws had given cause or not, 
her expulsion from Germany would advertise everything she 
had said all over the democratic world 

August s 8 Tuesday Dr Maxllg^crof thegreatl G Farbcn 
Company and president of the Carl Schurz Vcrein called by 
appointment this morrung ostensibly to talk about the Veran 
functions He had reported to Ivy Lee that I ivas very un- 
friendly to the Veran Ilgner impressed me as unconsaous of 
the real opportunities of his orgamzation There was little said, 
hoivever, and I did not press him to explain the propaganda 
work which I know he represents He did not mention Ivy Lee 
who received a large fee from Ins concern 

He did talk a good deal about a business tnp he is undertak- 
ing to Manchuna where he said his company had bought 
iw/ibrfr of suy bcatts Z suspect he is on a mission to 
exchange poison gases and explosives for Japanese products 
Perhaps I am unfair, but I could not ovoid this dnft of thought 
when he talked so freely and profusely about the beans 
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August 31 Friday Professor Vemon McKenzie of the Uni- 
versity of Washington came to talk of his intervacws in Warsaw 
and Prague He said “Tlic Poles arc not planning any 
annexations at the expense of Russia or Czechoslovakia They 
made their pact wth Germany because Prance was so exacting 
and arbitrary in c\crything, and in the hope of making peace 
in the Corridor possible I am convinced they have succeeded 
The Prench are exasperated ** 

As to Prague, he continued, “There is great anxiety lest Ger- 
many make war on Austria, which would at once force the 
Czechoslovaks into war Otto Strasscr, brother of the Gregor 
Strasscr recently killed here, said to me he would sec to it that 
the Fuehrer is killed m six or eight months That looked to 
me exceedingly unwise to report if he really meant it But 
Strasscr is mvctcratcly hostile and I look for some efforts m 
that ducction ” 

I went home to get ready to journey to Dahlem by taxi, to 
lunch ivith Dr DieckhofF It was a cold day and I was a little 
uncomfortable m the draughty dining room The company was 
small and all German Nothing of confidential nature was men- 
tioned until I was about to leave, when DieckhofT gladly in- 
formed me that the Poreign Office had at last persuaded Hitler 
to stop hostile treatment of the Jews He hoped that the 
people of the United States would come gradually to think 
better of Germany and to allow treaty negotiations m Washing- 
ton between the rtvo countries He added that Von Neurath 
had pressed the mauer smcc my return last spring 

I was surprised and I did not inform DieckhofF that a few 
days before 1 had received a copy of formal instructions to 
the Nazi Party that they must refuse all association with Jews, 
must not, if laivyers, assist Jews in any way, and, if clerks in 
Jewish stores, must not wear their Party badges And the 
‘ ivicked race” must m no pubhc places be recognized or allowed 
to associate with the Aryans These are the instructions that 
have been before the Party for a year and a half This copy 
bore the name of Rudolf Hess, personal adjutant to Hitler, 
and the date was August 16, 1934 It was proof that while 
Hitler supposedly promised the Foreign Office to do what its 
ivisest officials asked, he allowed his most intimate and trusted 
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counsellor to do the opposite of what he promised. If this were 
the first time a promise of this sort had been mqde to me, I 
might think there was some error and that the new' order was 
simply the old one renewed by some inside extremist. But it 
looks real. Sometime when I see Von Neurath or'Dieckhoff, 
I shall show the nesv order. 

September i. Saturday. Professor McKenzie, Professor Lin- 
gelbach and E. T. Colton, Y.M.C.A. representative from New 
York, lunched with me. The conversation was most frank and 
searching. McKenzie told of his visit to West German to^vns 
where he learned of four or five great underground aircraft 
hangars, the number of heavy aircraft now ready for \var, and 
the amount of poison gas they could put over Paris or London 
in two or three hours. Lingelbach, who was quite pro-German 
during the World War period, and Colton, who gave me a 
most sympathetic picture of the Nazi regime when I came here 
in July, 1933, took the story sadly and showed great sorrow 
that Germany has behaved in a tvay to make the United States 
more generally hostile than »n 1917. 1 gave some stories of the 
treatment of innocent individuals which only made the feeling 
more unanimous. Nobody came to the defence of other coun- 
tries that are armingt France, England, the United States and 
Japan. We parted rather discouraged. It is such an unwise 
^vorld and war means such terrible disaster. 
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September j, 1934 to December si, 1934 

September 5. Wednesday. Somewhere today, either at the 
British Embassy or in the office, I heard another story of the 
intimacy of General von Schleicher and the French Ambassador 
all last tvintcr. The informant, recently in Paris, says there is 
no doubt of Monsieur Fran9ois-Poncct's share in the Roehm 
plan to overthrow Hitler last June. I doubted any conspiracy, 
but felt sure there was political intrigue going on in the hope 
of overthrptving a regime which dll Frenchmen think is aimjng 
directly at the destruction of the French Republic. I hear con- 
stantly stories that certain eminent Nazis were listed to be killed 
July 1. The list has never been publbhed. 

The British Ambassador, as usual, asked me many questions 
today but gave no useful answers to questions about the Far 
East which I put to him. He said he had not stopped in London 
on ids way to Berlin. He attends the ceremony in honour 
of Hitler’s "elevation” next week. He told me that he had 
read the Nuncio’s manuscript address and recommended 
omission of one paragraph which flattered the President. I 
understand the French and the Italian Ambassadors are to be 
present. 

September 6. Thursday. A busy day preparing an address I 
am to make at Bremen Sunday afternoon. Last evening, Orme 
Wilson, to whom I submitted parts of the first draft of the 
addresa-, exjjrp.<LVjl foie tlia/v hAjJ/rgwem. 

attitudes in Europe would make a sensation, perhaps bring a 
rebuke from the State Department. I submitted a copy to one 
of the American correspondents and he hoped I would not 
omit any passages bearing on intemadonal relations ; he thought 
great good might be done at Geneva. I have restated a few 
sentences and given final form to the paper, and I expect to 
take the nsk of delivering it as iviittcn. I shall read it in English 
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as I have no time to put it into German. I shall give a copy 
tomorrow to the Foreign Office here, also to Washington. 

September 7. Friday. Mr. Gannon, vice president of the 
Chase National Bank of New York, came to learn my attitude 
about the German debt problem. He had talked long with Dr. 
Schacht and was to see him again. Gannon lives in London, 
Paris and Berlin and tries to arrange loans for German pur- 
chases of cotton, copper and oil, short term loans at 4 per cent 
of which there are now some $600,000,000 outstanding in New 
York banks. I told Gannon that it was my opinion that all 
European peoples thought the debts due the United States 
should not be paid at all. Schacht svould pay in order to con- 
tinue exports but would not even try to pay if exports direct 
to the United States were not greatly increased. 

Garmon described a complicated scheme whereby loans might 
be continued with safety. He would present this to Schacht 
before leaving for London. I frankly told Gannon that I was 
not expert enough in financial matters to catch his points in 
conversation and asked for a written memorandum. He said 
he would send me one as soon as he reached London and hoped 
I would write the State Department in support of his plan. 

September 8. Saturday. I took the train, second class, at 9 
o’clock for Bremen. The car was a little cold the first two hours, 
but I managed to keep in the sunshine and fairly comfortable. 
German cars are not heated until weather is really cold. 

I sat next to a neat-looking fellow passenger who was quite 
dcsiroxis of talking freely. He said he ^vas bom and reared in 
Germany. He now lives In New York. He had spent tlic sum- 
mer in Italy, Germany and Russia and he seemed to have made 
good contacts and learned much. He was troubled and shocked 
at the Hitler ruthlessness and cruelty. He thought the German 
people did not approve, but were helpless. When another well- 
dressed fellow passenger who sat opposite me indiaxted a dis- 
position to talk, the New Yorker asked him frankly how lie 
liked the regime. The reply was enthusiastic: “Hitler ist unser 
grosser Tilhrcr; wer sind tlberall llir ihn, und dicse Franzosen, 
die uns umklammera, ach I wirwerdcndIcsembOsenFcindecin 
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Endc machenl" ("Hitler is our great Leader, we arc for him 
cvcryivhcrc, and these rrench who encircle us, ach! we will 
make an end of these evil encnucsl") All the world, he went 
on, IS hosule He had fought in the last war and was ready any 
day to go to war wth Trance again He ^vas certain the Ger- 
mans would make an end of France the next time 
The New Yorker said little more The German left the tram 
at some toivn about halfway between Berlin and Bremen Two 
officers of the German Rcichswehr, returning from Nlimbcrg, 
came into the car, but 1 did not care to begin conversation with 
them , and the Neiv Yorker also kept quiet 
After luncheon I walked about the old part of Bremen and, 
finding an old bookshop near the canal, bought a volume of 
^.facaulay’s Essays on Fredenck tlic Great, John Bunyan and 
Barerc, the French evil gemus I had failed to take a book to 
read during the idle hours of my journey 

September g Sunday At 12 30 I was asked to speak bnefly 
before the assembled Y M C A folk I was greeted with more 
enthusiasm than 1 had expected In the afternoon there was a 
gathering of some 5,000 people from all parts of Germany 
and western Europe I was embarrassed because I had expected 
an educated audience of 400 or 500 However, I read my 
address, A Troubled World, and received applause as if all had 
understood me What I said was directed against war prepara- 
tions and incrcasmg commercial bamers 
I climbed into my berth at 10 p m and travelled slowly via 
Hanover to Berlin where I arrived at 7 a m and took a taxi 
to the house, not feeling too well, for sleep m a narrow Ger- 
man berth is next to impossible I read Macaulay’s Essays until 
my eyes were too tired His Barfere essay is a temble. 
of one of the sinister officials of the Robespierre regime It is 
probably correct, but one may infer tliat part of the great 
histonan s motive was a dislike of France and condemna- 
uon of the "wild democracy” of the revolutionary period in 
France ~ ^ 

Stpimber la Mondaj I had an appointment with Wallace 
Deuel, nctv correspondent of the Chicago Daily Ktws, this 
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afternoon Deuel is succeeding Junius Wood, an exceedingly 
able ne%vs gatherer The former has been in Rome two years 
and knows the European tangle well, but not the German 
language He wished to give me what he had learned the last 
two weeks and then get hght on the cliaracters of Hitler, 
Goenng and Goebbels and their supporting chiefs 

The fifteen or twenty Amencan newspaper correspondents 
here arc by far the cleverest information finders I know I 
think they are cleverer than the French and British spies, who 
are sometimes a bit too shrewd, for they endanger the lives of 
Germans who give them information occasionally I gave Deuel 
what facts and leads I thought fair and safe to give He im- 
presses me as a good man, but so unsympathetic with the Mus- 
solim autocracy that it will be difficult for him to be entirely 
poised in his wort here, where Hitler is equally ruthless and 
curiously repulsive to anyone with English or American back 
ground 

September tr Tuesday Occlisner of the United Press and 
Webb Miller, London representative of the same news service, 
gave me today much light on the publicity methods of the 
Goebbels propaganda office Miller was more depressed at Ger- 
man autocracy methods than Occhsner They report the estab- 
lishment of a new Secret Police unit assigned to catch every 
foreigner’s opinion o\cr telephones and in hotels 

September is Wednesday At 1230 I went to the Prcsi 
dcntial palace on the Wilhclmstrassc, in full evening dress, to 
pay formal respects to the ne^v self made President, Adolf 
Hitler Some days ago the Spanuh Ambassador came to me to 
indicate that he felt he would have to go, although he disliked 
to think of shaking hands with lam I agreed dnt we could 
not stay away as we had done m the Nomberg case It was a 
government afiair I had also talked aviih the Untish Ambassa- 
dor on September 6 and he was of the same mind, though 
HilTcr was most repulsive to him 

^Wien I amved, the whole jard was surrounded b> soldiers 
itiffiy at attention Tlie palace was also dul> guarded All the 
diplomatic corps was present including the Auncio \%ho has 
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been ill in the hospital for a month Tlic Nuncio is Oie senior 
member of the corps and it is his function to read the formal 
grecungs on such occasions MonsicurTran^ois-Poncct, in per- 
fect garb and with medals and nbbons to show his disUncUon, 
was next in order to the Nuncio Young B6rard, attach6 of the 
French Embassy} had told me in August that Hitler had de- 
clared he would never again see the French Ambassador Tlial 
would have been tantamount to his dismissal if Hitler had 
adhered to it There avas no sign of such trouble today They 
shook hands ivith seeming cordiality 

When the corps, some fifty m all, were properly arranged 
around the reception salon. Hitler, Von Neurath, Von Bulow 
and Von Basscwitz came into the room in full dress, and the 
Nuncio read his conventional document congratulating the 
enemy of Rome, poUUcal as well as religious, upon his marvel- 
lous success m assuming the place of Von Hmdenburg There 
^vere some hints and warmngs against war, tvhich everybody 
here believes to be the mam purpose of the present regime I 
certainly agree 

Hitler replied in German avowing his good will to all the 
outside world and his one objective peace When he fimshed, 
he advanced m perfect form, bowed and shook hands with the 
Papal representative He might as well have embraced him, 
as far as formal behaviour went Then Hitler came to Fran^ois- 
Poncet and they appeared to be even more fncndly For a 
minute or two they gossiped together m German m a most 
amiable fashion, but I i4as not near enough to understand 
what was said Then the Chancellor addressed Cerruti, Italian 
Ambassador, but there was less evidence of warmth The Italian 
has not the social savoir fane of the Frenchman He cannot 
hide his dislikes and he hates the Nazi regime, as his wife, a 
distinguished Jewess from Hungary, also hates it 
\Vhen Hitler came to the Japanese Ambassador who stood 
on my right he made a point of thanking him for his attendance 
at NUmberg and for a speech which he said the Ambassador 
made Nobody misunderstood this it was intended as a re- 
buke to the French, Itahan, English and Spamsh representa- 
uves and myself who had declined to attend the show both this 
year and last As the happy Fuehrer extended his hand to me 
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I reminded him quickly of the peace note in his speech to us 
and said that it would be approved in the United States, 
especially by our President, who had asked me to say to him 
that these peace speeches always interested him. Hitler bowed 
pointedly and talked for a moment as though he were a pacifist, 
a type he always damns in his public statements. As he passed 
on to the Spanish and British Ambassadors, I felt a little 
badly because he seemed not to have understood my ironical 
meaning. He assumed that I actually believed what he had 
said! 

I have never seen Hitler quite so happy-looking as while 
he went down the line greeting the representatives of all foreign 
countries. Neither Von Neurath nor Von Bulow showed 
any sense of shame for their coimtry. We all- adjourned about 
X o’clock and drove to our homes, wondering as ever whether 
the most medieval regime known to Europe can endure. 

Newspaper people who came in the afternoon were very 
anxious to get my impressions of the reception. I could say 
nothing more than that the keynote was peace and that all the 
Germans seemed happy. 

September 14. Friday. Mattie and I went to the great opera 
house at Charlottcnburg, as guests of the Foreign Office, to 
attend the opening opera: Tannhauser. Hitler, Von Papcn, 
Goebbels and Generals von Blomberg and Von Fritsch svere 
together in the old royal stalls. Next to us sat Ambassador and 
Madame Cerruti. Across the hall sat Ambassador and Madame 
Fran^ois-Poncet. The boxes were all occupied by diplomatic 
people and the house was crowded. The music began promptly 
after the German manner. At the first intermission all the main 
floor people rose, faced the Hitler box and stood for a time 
giving the Hitler greeting. This was done again at the second 
intermission. The vast audience including the acton and singers 
were enthusiastic about the Chancellor’s presence, more, I was 
told, than svas evidenced when the Hohcnzollcms used to sit 
in the royal box. 

Von Papcn, in spite of what happened to him on June 30 
and all he told me, stood during the intermission talking with 
Goebbels whom he bad denounce to me and who, according 
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to Von Papon’s son, had mod to hate the Vicc-Chanccllor 
killed Cunous facU Von Papcn hates Goebbels, Von Blom- 
berg had let me know that he hated Goebbels and would 
hke to sec him dismissed, Von Pntsch hates Vom Blombcrg, 
and both were reported to have hated Hitler before June 30 
Now all of them sit together and appear to be inUmatc 
friends * 

Madame Ccmiti came to me dunng one of the intermissions 
and after observing the pretended diplomatic intimacies, said 
“You recall ^shat I said at your table June 89’“ I had not for- 
goUen Of course the Cermtis know 1 have no more liking for 
their dictator than I do for the German autocrat As I medi- 
tate upon the problems and the ills of our civilization, 1 wonder 
whether the United States should not recall me I would be 
willing to go 

September 16 Sunday We had dinner svith Orme Wilson, 
whose chief guest ^vas Counsellor Mamncr of our Pans Em- 
bassy, returning from a tnp to Warsaw where he had been 
trying to assess the Polish pohey towards France and the League 
He 15 highly protocol Wc attended the dinner so as not to 
appear offish, but there was no real discussion, no new informa- 
tion about any subject It would have been far better to have 
dined at home and read a good book, m case one could find a 
good book these days 

September jg Wednesday I called on Dr Schacht, on re- 
quest of our Secretary of State, at 1 1 o^clock He was very cor- 
dial ^Vhcn wc had greeted each other, I said very frankly that 
the relations of our t>vo counines could hardly improve so long - 

was making ready to preapitatc another war What good can 
I do m Berlin if ,all Germany is movmg towards a world or 
European conflict If I am to fail here, would it not be better 
to return home and stay’ He was a httle stunned and replied 
‘You must not reure, it would do harm “ But what can one, 
of my way of thinking, do m a country where the atmosphere 
IS so disagreeable’ 

He then said “All the world is combimng against us , every- 
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body IS attacking Germany and trying to boycott her ” Yes, I 
replied, but you know the way to stop such things is not to arm 
to the teeth If you went to war and won, you ivould lose more 
than you could gam Everybody would lose When he declared 
that the Germans are not arming so intensively, I said Last 
January and February Germany Ixiught from American aircraft 
people $1,000,000 worth of high class war flying machinery 
and paid m gold He looked embarrassed and was about to 
deny it, but as he saw I was going to produce a document, 
he said “Yes, I suppose you know all about it, but we must 
arm “ 

He then acknowledged that the Hitler Party is absolutely 
committed to svar, and the people, too, arc ready and willing 
Only a few government officials are aware of the dangers and 
are opposed He concluded “But we shall postpone it ten 
years Then it may be we can avoid war ’’ 

I remmded him of his Bad EUsen speech some two weeks ago 
and said 1 agree with you about commercial and financial 
matters m the mam But why do you not, when you speak 
before the public, tell the German people they must abandon a 
war attitude^ He replied “I dare not say that I can only 
speak on my speaal subjects ’* 

How, then, can German people ever learn the real dangers of 
war if nobody ever presents that side of the question’ He once^ 
more emphasized his opposition to war and added that he had 
used his influence with Hitler, “a very great man,” he inter- 
jected, to prevent war Isaid The German papers printed what 
I said at Bremen about commercial relations between our coun 
tries, but not a word about the tcrnble effects and barbarum of 
war He acknowledged that and talked very disapprovmgly of 
the Propaganda Ministry which suppresses cverj^ing it dis- 
likes He added as I was leaving “You know a party comes 
Into office by propaganda and then cannot disavow it or stop 
It ” 

On my return to the Chancery, I left my car standing near 
the Brandeobuxger Tot and walked mto the British Embassy 
the Wdhelmstrasse Sir Enc Phipps was in his office and I 
minutes about the accumulating evidence in our 
lice of Germany's intense war activity His consular offiaals 
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scctti not to liSLVc gjv cn him information wc have rccci\ cd from 
oun, especially from Stuttgart and Munich He pretended to be 
surprised when I gave him the facts about German purchases 
of aircraft from the TJnitcd Stales in the last six months 
I also let him know that Schacht had acknowledged to me 
the war purposes of tlic Nazi party My talk with Phipps was 
confidential and preparatory to future conversations widi him if 
President Roosevelt tnes again to bnng American arms manu- 
facture under government control My hope ivas to enlist him 
in a move to persuade his government to set up an investigation 
hke that of Senator Nyc, now causmg so much excitement m all 
countries Although 1 knew England had protested against the 
exposure of the corrupt practices of its arms manufacturers, I 
bluntly alluded to the good effects of the Nyc exposures He 
agreed, though he did not indicate ai desire to say anything 
further The arms manufacturers over the world are the cause 
of most of this trouble in Europe 
At a 30 1 went as guest of the Poreign Office to the Kroll 
Opera House to hear discussions of the great road work now 
going on in Germany A number of Germans were present, as 
also the English and French Ambassadors It turned out to be 
merdy an occasion for Von Ncuialh to explain German foreign 
pohcy,**and peaceful purposes ThcFuehrcr desires peace above 
all else ” The idea was to explam Germany’s attitude towards 
Russian admission to the League and the forthcoming plebiscite 
m the Saar Territory where the people arc to decide January r i, 
I believe, whether they will return to the fatherland or remain 
under League of Nations rule 

All the members of the diplomatic corps were present and 
remained in their places until Von Neurath had finished When 
the translator began to give English translations^ the Bntish 
andTrench Ambassadors retired A little later the Italian and I 
left We had had enough of it Von Neurath was not bad, but 
no one believed his assertions about the peace purposes of the 
present regime 

September 24 Monday The Spanish Ambassador came to 
tell me that he intended to attend the BUcheberg Thanksgiving 
festival on September 30, mainly because he has been absent 
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from so many demonstrations and propaganda shows the last 
few months I told him I had dcchncd already and could not 
rc\ CISC my decision These propaganda aflairs arc so naive and 
even repulsive that I cannot endure them unless it is obvious 
that my oflacial position requires it I think I shall e^qilain these 
absences to Secretary Hull and get his reaction 

September sS JVednesdeiy The Belgian Minister, returned 
from his long summer vacation, called to talk over the German 
problems and the Hitler menace He was certain that no im 
mediate war is coming, but that war is the first object of the 
present regime, war not upon France or Belgium, but upon 
Austria and Czechoslovakia ‘ That is the Hitler objective and 
It 13 mucli safer than the western drive which would unite 
France, England and Belgium *' 

It IS plain that the Belgian and French Governments axe not 
m harmony, the English and Belgians seem closer together 
He was very cunous to know whether tliere is any prospect of 
the United States entering the League of Nations while Roose- 
velt IS President I could not give him any information, except 
that 1 personally favour American entrance and that I kno^v 
Roosevelt had also from rgao to 1930 

We talked a httlc about the importance of the Far East and 
the needful co operation of the Umted States, England and 
France m that region if world peace is to be mamtamed We 
were in entire agreement, but I said in conclusion that public 
opinion m these countries seems iar from co-operative As the 
Minister departed, I feared I had been too frank as there was 
at the end a little evidence that he might have been trying to 
size me up for a report to the clever Sir Enc Phipps, the Bntish 
Ambassador Anyway I had given no assurances of any attitudes 
m Washington 

September 2y Thursday Dr Wehner and Dr Willy 

Beer of the Berltner Tageblalt called toda) and we renewed 
the whole German back to-the land movement My conclusion 
was that no real success had been attained The city unemployed 
will not go to farms unless compelled and the Hitler govern 
ment has not applied force in this matter The large land 
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owners will not part with their lands at prices which the govern- 
ment can afford to pay. Nearly all tlic unemployed who have • 
been on farms thi s summer wU be back in the cities before the 
end of October. Mayor Sahms* claim to have relieved Berlin of 
100,000 unemployed applies only to summer workers, and they 
were not welcome ^vorkers to the peasants. 

SepUmber 28. Friday. At 9 o’clock, I appeared, upon invita- 
tion, at the Carl Schurz Verein where a professor of the Uni- 
versity of Berlin spoke on President Roosevelt’s New Deal and 
the econortuc prospects in the United States. It was a good and 
scientific presentation without bias or Nazi propaganda. There 
were about forty university and government people present. It 
was such a real affair that I felt free to raise Aree serious ques- 
tions when the meeting was thrown open for general discussion : 
(t) Would the absence of free or nearTrcc lands in the United 
States make recovery on the Roosevelt lines difficult or im- 
possible? (2) Would the fact that neither European eimgrants 
nor American unemployed were willing to accept homesteads 
Compel a new sort of social programme? (s) Finally, would the 
important fact that the population increase of all highly 
civilized countries will come to a standstill about 1970 not 
make a difTcrence in. economic and social remedies? 

There was a good deal of inter^t shown in these social and 
moral factors and some discussion, but no answers. It was 1 1 .30 
before the party adjourned. 

October i. hlotiday. The wife of a Secretary of a German 
Legation in the Balkans called this morning to see if it would 
be possible for me to assist her in a difficulty forced upon her 
and her husband by Hitler’s representative, Rudolf Hess, who 
Vitx Vtoa’Dand to prove *Cnat none ol his ancestors or 
his s\’ife’s were Jews. This lady svas bom here, of American- 
Gcrmaiv parents. If she cannot prove that neither of her grand- 
parents were Je^vish, her husband mizst resign his position in the 
German Foreign Service. She handed me a document which 
merely showed that her family had been citizens of the United 
States. Of course I could do nothing; but I referred her to 
Consul Geist, dunking he nught say a friendly word to some 
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Gcrmin ofiicjal and possjWyc*ischcrshuatJon The woman rc- 
\ calcd no sign of non-Aryan blood This illustrates the German 
antl•Jc^vlsh policy 

OcloheT 4 Thursday My old fnend Quincy ^V^ght, of the 
University of Chicago, called to talk over the League of Nations 
problems as revealed at the recent conference at Geneva The 
prospect IS not good The Nye investigations m Washington re- 
vealed the futility of previous L,caguc disarmament discussions 
while Bntish, Amencan and French armament manufacturers 
were selling enormous supplies of arms to all the world and 
even maintaining secret agents at Geneva to defeat the tery 
purpose of tlie Disarmament Conferences 

^V’nght thinks the British Conservatives are opposed to the 
purposes of the League And the Washington investigations 
showed that the different armament manufacturers have sold 
great quantities of arms to Germany for gold, contrary to the 
treaty between Germany and the Uruted States Nor have the 
English been better They have themselves violated the Ver- 
sailles Treaty in selUng aircrafl and other war matenals to 
Germany 

October 5 Friday At luncheon, the Japanese and Spanish 
Ambassadors, Von Pnttwitz and his wife, Professor and Mn 
Hoetzsch of the University of Berlin, Mr and Mrs Wnght, 
Mrs Baum of Chicago and Miss Signd Schultz, among others, 
composed the party The Japanese was very clever and also 
very careful He talked much and said nothing The Spanish 
Ambassador is the opposite type, he revealed his real opinions 
whenever he spoke and he was very frank 

Countess von Pnttwitz, whose husband was Ambassador to 
the United States from rg26 to 1932, sat on my nght She was 
far more outspoken m her remarks about conditions and persons 
m Germany than I dared be Well as I know the Von Pntt- 
ivitzes, I do not feel that I can say to any German how tembJe 
the Hitler autocracy is On my left sat a scientist’s wife who 
showed equal freedom She said, “German universities are 
about to be ruined Half their professors would migrate to the 
United States if it were possible to get positions ’* I felt keenly 
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for her and her husband, one of the foremost authorities in 
his field in Europe. This sort of talk comes to us almost every 
week. 

Ocfofctt- 6 . Saturday. The newspapers indicate the emergence 
of a Fascist regime in Spain. I shall almost weep for my 
Spanish friend if it turns out that way. He is a genuine democrat 
with a fine nund and much learning. It would spoil his whole 
life if his country turned Fascist. But Europe is crazy ; no one 
can say what is in store for us. 

I spent the morning reading masses of documents and reports 
on conditions in Germany. At any other time in modem Ger- 
man history I would say a revolution is immediately ahead, but 
evidence has no significance if all communications arc in the 
hands of a single man and he a monomaniac. He thinks himself 
called by some God to redeem Germany, and hence no German 
scholar or statesman dares say one word in criticism of anything. 
A report yesterday said: Two young S.S. soldiers, brothers, 
quiedy opposed to the harsh drilling system they must endure,' 
spoke mildly against the Hitler autocracy and declined to attend 
some meeting of the Party, One of them was seized wheii 
away from home, killed and burned. His ashes were handed 
in a ‘package to the surviving brother two days later. That 
is not proved, but it accords with so many facts about other 
executions that I cannot refuse credence. Such things are 
supposed to terrorize all Germans so that they will submit to 
everything. 

October 7. Sunday. I ^vorkcd all day today on an address I 
am to deliver in Washington December 28 or 29 before the 
American Historical Association. Previous presidential ad- 
dresses have generally dealt wth “how history should be 
\vritten“ or "what is the proper realm of history," I think this 
has been overdone, and feel I should make a definite historical 
contribution instead. I shall talk on the origin and development 
of African slavery in the South, wth the title; “The First 
Social Order in the United States.” At this distance, and in 
a position where free time is not easy to get, this means much 
work. 
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October 8 Monday Martha’s birthday Her friends and ac- 
quaintances were mvited to come at lo, rather late for a party 
and dance There were many agreeable people, including many 
troubled Germans like young Strcscmaiin, the able son of the 
former Chancellor Gustav Stresemann, whose mother is a Jew 
ess and whose deceased father is loudly denounced by leader of 
the present regime Young Stresemann can have no official 
position and it is not easy to get legal work because of his Jewish 
mother The evenmg was, however, quite agreeably spent, ex- 
cept that many guests, after the diplomatic and German fasluon, 
remamed long after nudnight, at which time I retire 

October g Tuesday Luis Zulueta, Spamsh Ambassador, and 
the one personal friend I have here m the diplomatic corps, a 
real personal friend, came to the office today to inform me that 
he had resigned and was going back to Madnd where he re- 
sumes his work as a professor of philosophy He said the new 
government of Spam is a combination of Fascists and Cathohe 
ureactionanes with the support of Mussohm and the Pope, an 
autocratic regime which he could not serve 1 had no doubt as 
to what he said The news from his unhappy country has been 
such for some weeks that I could easily see what his situation 
was I am afraid his successor will be a Fascist with whom I 
shall not be able to associate in any but a purely formal manner 
I am distressed to lose my only friend here 

At 7 o’clock Occhsner of (he Umted Press called me at the 
house to say that the King of Yugoslavia had been killed in 
Marseilles a few hours ago Barthou, the French Foreign Secre- 
tary, was in the auto with the King, and was wounded It was 
a shock, especially because the visit to France was for the pur- 
pose of binding France, Italy and Yugoslavia into closer rela- 
tions against Germany and Poland At 7 30, another call in- 
formed me that Barthou was dying These assassinations may 
bring international trouble, m view of the tense relations 

At 8 30 in full evening dress, we went to dine with the EgyP" 
tian Minister, a nch man who has httlc to do here but who 
likes to parade his ivealth There were um/brmed servants 
everywhere and the dining room was huge There ucre about 
forty people present, all in grand style and with all sorts of 
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badges and medals of honour hanging on th^r conspicuous 
fronts, the women with costly diamonds and naked backs and 
breasts, red lips and finger nails. Such expense and sh*ow and 
dress seems out of taste, especially when indulged in by repre- 
sentatives of countries which do not pretend to pay their debts. 

There was little conversadon at tabic, the party being too 
big. Afterwards there was some discussion of the terrible Mar- 
seilles events of today, said by a German general to have been 
due to negligence of the French police. Their conduct does seem 
to have been very bad. One German baroness asked the general 
whether war is imminent. She smd she had three sons who 
would be called to the front. The General said, “No,” but when 
I told him of the war-like talk I have heard, though I did not 
mention Dr. Schacht, he adinitted that the war spirit is strong. 
The baroness changed her tone and seemed rather willing to 
have her sons go to the front to fight France. Sir Eric and Lady 
Phipps came to us a few minutes before eleven and indicated 
that they Avould like to go but as we are seniors here we must 
move first — silly protocol. We said farcsvell in a Utile while 
and were at home at 1 1 . 

October 10. Wednesday. The new Consul-General, Douglas 
Jenkins, called He comes from China and takes the place Mes- 
sersmith held for three years. He is a South Carolinian but by 
no means provincial or sectional in his attitudes. He has been 
in the service nearly twenty years. His knowledge of German 
is pretty good and ^viU soon, I believe, be equal to the demands 
of his office. 

Ocloher II. Thursday. I went to see Secretary von Bulow at 
12 o’clock. On the glh, I received a cable from Washington to * 
make a sharp and positive demand that Germany cease dis- 
criminating against American creditors of Germany. I have 
protested half a dozen times wthout success. The interest pay- 
ment of about $2,000,000, due on October 15, had been 
ordered by Germany to be paid only to the extent of some 60 
per cent. Washington complained again and asked me to de- 
mand more. No one could receive me yesterday at the Foreign 
Office and today I had no idea I would succeed. 
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^Vhen I handed my aide-memoire to Von BUlow, he looked it 
through carefully and said : *‘I.ct me read you a copy of a cable 
we scnt^to Secretary Hull, through Ambassador Luther, yester- 
day.” The telegram in German expressed regret that no nego- 
tiations for a trade treaty had been agreed to in Washington 
last spring. It then informed Secretary Hull that about one 
million dollars in registered marks had been cabled over to 
New York on the 10th. Von Bulow said: “That is the best 
we can do and it meets the bondholders* demands.” And it is 
substantially true. The marks will be transferred to Americans 
for the purchase of German goods or to travellers coming to 
Germany. 

We talked a few minutes about the possibility of trade nego- 
tiations. He acknowledged serious doubts about the working of 
autarchy here. Commerce must be freer or we shall all be 
sufferers. I was favourably impressed by what he said, though 
I had the feeling the Germans bad somehow learned the content 
of my aide-memoire, delayed my interview, and sent the money 
. to New York, Is there a leak in our office? Or did it get to the 
’’German Embassy in Wasliington? 

October i'4. Sunday. I worked all day on the address I am 
booked to read before the American Historical Association in 
Washington on December 27. I tvish I were not in this position, 
president of the association this year. My hope is to m^e some 
historical contribution to men’s appreciation of current difficul- 
ties in the western world. 

October ly. Wednesday. Dr. Schacht came to lunch today 
directly from a Cabinet meeting at which Hitler exacted a new 
^ath of loyalty to himself. AH the Reichswehr wei^ required to 
take a special oath early in August when Hitler assumed the 
functions of President in addition to those of Chancellor. On 
August ig everybody ivas committed to the new autocracy by 
an election in which 90 per cent of the people voluntarily or by 
coercion voted “Ja.” Now, at the first formal session of the 
Cabinet, every member was compelled to swear allegiance again. 

It w^ announced that every Cabinet member ivas answerable 
solely to the Chancellor, that the Parliament or Reichstag had 
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nothing to do with any of the business of government, and tlial 
Hitler was sole spokesman of the people. 

These facts were in the rpinds of c\'crybody as they came 
together today. I asked Mr. Wliitc, our Counsellor, to be 
present and keep in mind all that w'as said about public affairs. 
In view of the fact that several people were killed here last June 
because they were reported to have talked freely to Ambassa* 
dors of France and England, 1 never do more than listen and 
occasionally ask a question when eminent Germans arc here. 
Hr. Schacht was frank and outspoken in a way no other German 
has been since our arrival here. We made a summary mentally 
amongst ourselves as soon as he went atvay, as he said, to his 
Reichsbank duties. 

'At table he said: “The whole modem world is crazy. The 
system of closed national barriers is suicidal and we must all 
collapse here and the standard of living evcr>^vhere be reduced. 
Everybody is crazy. And so am I. Five years ago I would have 
82ud it would be impossible to make me so crazy. Cut I am 
compelled to be crazy. We arc excluding raw materials all the" 
time and must in time be ruined if ^ve cannot export goods 
and the exports decline all the time. We have* no mbney^.to 
pay our debts and soon shall have no credit anywhere. England 
and France are recommending the constant decrease of ex- 
ports to us. Swtzerland, Holland and Sweden arc taking the 
same direction, and the United States hates us so that we can 
never rc-uegotiate our commercial treaty.” 

Prince Louis Ferdinand remarked : “The United States may 
have a dictator too. Huey Long is absolute master of Louisiana 
and expects to be master of the whole country.” Schacht did 
not say directly; “Imitate us!” but he made it dear that such 
was the Prince’s meaning. When’ Schacht spoke of the im-' 
possible dilemma into >vhich he was drifting, I said : You will 
have to invent something new. He laughed. 

Frau Dr. Schacht, who sat next to me at the table, showed as 
much discouragement as had Madame Cerruti on June 29, the 
day before the purge, when she had predicted war and said she 
wasleavingGermanythenextday. FrauSchacht talked of a.food 
shortage, and of compulsory contributions which would be im- 
possible to bear very long. There is no chance of her leaving 
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Germany, no matter how bad conditions become In case of 
collapse I fear Schacht \vill be made the goat by Hitler partisans 
and be put out If Hitler were to be assassinated, Schacht 
would probably be called upon to become head of the chaotic 
German state 

October r8 Thursdey William Hillman, Hearst International 
News Service man m London, called to see me today He re- 
ported (i) Great Britain and Holland have a pact by which 
Holland’s eastern border will be England’s eastern border in 
case Germany goes to ^va^ upon France, and the Bntish army 
will enter Antwerp on its way to Germany For this concession 
from Holland, Great Britain has agreed to protect Dutch 
possessions in the Far East against Japan (2) Premier Mac- 
Donald IS ill and must retire before long Baldwin and Chamber- 
lain are planning an election before that happens, if any 
excuse can be found An election with MacDonald leading 
would give victory, and after that he would retire and Baldwin 
;would be Premier (3) Towards the Umted States, the Bntish 
Government is mcreasmgly hostile though not warlike, and 
there IS no prospect of a pact with the United States 

October ig Friday I visited Sir Enc Phipps and repeated 
m all confidence a report that Armstrong-Vickers, the great 
Bntish armament concern, had ncgotiared a sale of war 
matenal here last week, just before a Bntish Government com 
mission amved to negotiate some plan with Schacht for pay- 
ment of short term debts of ,(^5,000,000 due on current delivcnes 
of Bnbsh cotton yam from Lancaster It is impossible, Schacht 
said to me yesterday, to pay the British debts Yet last Fnday, 

I reported to Sir Enc, the Bntish arms people were selling 
for cash enormous quantities of war supplies And I ivas frank 
enough — or mdiscrect enough — to add that I understood that 
representatives of Curtiss Wnght from the United States were 
here this iveck to negotiate sin^ar sales The Bntish Ambassa- 
disrpnrOsnMi ftr be surprised, axsdsaid iie wouib’ibr me know 
if my information was correct 

About a Bntish-Dutch pact he knew nothing JVet he said it 
might be I believe he knows there is such an agreement but 
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is Dot allowed to admit it. Our conversation was most cordial, 
thought I felt, as I left, that he was more reserved tlian here- 
tofore when \vt have exchanged views. Perhaps I was too 
frank, but he promised solemnly not to reveal anything I had 
said. 

Armand Bdrard was ’dsidng the children— no longer children 
—when we came home from a call on one of our staff. He 
asked me to sit aside a moment with him and consider the 
present German-French situation. 1 laughingly referred to the 
problem as not acute enough to keep us awake nights. ‘He re- 
mained solemn. He said that Gocring and Gocbbels want war 
this winter ^vith the French over the Saar Territory >vherc there 
is a plebiscite scheduled for January 13. He went on to say 
that troops are being collected on the border of the disputed 
zone, barracks being built and men trained daily for another 
war. 

I expressed the idea that Hitler would be afraid to risk war 
now. He insisted that Germany thinks she can win and that if 
any pretext at all arises— violence of unfavourable nature in the 
Saar valley or economic collapse here— there would bc'an 
immediate attack upon France. I reminded him of England’s 
position and the probabiUty that France and England arc 
stronger in the air than is commonly reported. He was not 
very hopeful of prompt action by England, fearing that the 
French capital and nation would be terrorized or destroyed, even 
if Germany were beaten in the end. ** 

B^rard hoped we would not go home for Christmas, as we 
had planned, since too much might happen. I said : I have an 
engagement on December 27 in Washington. You might 
telegraph President Roosevelt that you need me here! He 
laughed, but went away troubled. This shows how tense the 
atmosphere is here, and there is some reason. Our Agricultural 
Attach^ who studies food conditions said to me today: **I 
would not be surprised if the German Government seized the 
Swift stores of lard in and around Hamburg any day. There is 
no lard in Germany and none available. Swift & Co. has re- 
fused to take marks in payment.” 

Josephus Daniels, United States Ambassador to Mexico; bas 
been accused ‘■publicly at home of having approved the anti- 
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lace, he talked of the present German cconopuc situation \vilU 
great anxiety. He said: ‘'These people do not know -anything 
about economic and historical problems. They arc sacrificing 
the culture and intellectual life of Germany for their fantastic 
ideals of perfect unity and complcte^indcpcndcncc of all the 
world, which is impossible for a great" nation.” I gave him bits 
of experience I have had here and part of my remarks to Hitler 
and Rust on March 7, 1934, about academic freedom and its ' 
meaning for modem civilization. Dr. Scring was surprised but 
most happy to Icam what I had said. He then dwelt at some 
length on what he regards as the impossible world complex. 

He spoke of the present German leadership which he said 
“has got itself into a warlike attitude towards all neighbours, and 
war would ruin Western civilization. This leadership demands' 
submission, from the uaiversities, the churches and the people, 
to its childish idea!. It allows no freedom of speech, conscience 
of imtTative, That will ruin us. We cannot endure it. I am no 
longer young. I oppose the system and I express my opinions 
when opportunity offers. If they want to kill me, they can do 
it. I sh^ not subnut.” 

I was greatly impressed by the old gentleman’s courage and 
expressed purpose. When he smd the system cannot last here, I 
wondered how he imagined effective opposition could be made. 
The Rcichswehr accepted thc.absolutism oflRtler as demanded 
when Von Hindenburg ^cd. The Cabinet surrendered entirely 
when the new “laws” were decreed early in August,' and an 
dection was called for August 17 in such a way that any Ger- 
man who voted “no” ran the nsk of imprisonment, perhaps 
death. At the first formal meeting of the Cabinet in October 
Hitler compelled every member to take a new oath of complete 
submission to Vum. Only one member— Eltz-Rubenach—re- 
sisted. If all had refused there could have been a revolution, 
but half the Cabinet is absolutely submissive, the other half 
actually so when, it comes to a real contest. 

Dr, Sering’^ smd the system cannot last. I think its end not* 
near, and if the econotme situation does not become impossible 
the regime is apt to go on for years. However, Dr. Sering.is in 
danger^senous danger— although I shall keep what he said 
entirely confidential, ^ 
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especially instructed to discuss with me the situation in Germany , 
He liad been dcBmtdy instructed not to visit me in Berlin I 
guessed this had been to avoid publicity of a conference between 
two, "brain trusten," as I have a{ umes been associated with 
Wairen and Tngwell, although this is not really true in any 
sense • 

We talked freely I was told that Roosevelt holds Cabinet 
tncetings but docs not allow frank discussions I presume that 
IS becausccinen like Hull, Roper and Wallace areF’strcmgly op- 
posed to Ickes and Miss Ferlans and Lcnvis Douglas TugwcU 
said real discussions ^vcre taking place between the President 
and speaalists who are trymg to administer the Neiv Deal I,, 
remarked to Tugwell that I would not care to sit in such a 
Cabinet, free discussion, in my opinion, being the function of 
Cabmet advisers Tugwell revealed a sharp dislike of Secretary' 
Hull, one of the most competent men in the government We 
agreed, that the election of Upton Smclair as Governor of 
California, espeaally since so much money bad been poured into 
that state to discredit him, would be a help to Roosevelt It 
would be a solemn warning to the extreme capiiahstic people 
who suU think they know how to govern the country 

October sS Sunday At Xi 30 William and I drove our car 
onto the ferrythat took ua back across Lake Constance and we 
continued on towards Stuttgart At Hechingcn, tve lunched In a 
fair hotel on the mam street As I finished I asked the host; 
N\ho had juSt watched 2,000 Hitler Youth march past his win 
dow, whether he could give me a copy of a placard, issued by 
Goenng s Air Ministry, on the wall near our table It was a 
colour map of Germany which called on all Germans to learn to 
fly and which showed in sharp colours the parts of the Baltic 
legicjn ’SitsfrrQnV'andYTance’diat s’nouid'be annexed 

The man gave me a copy of his placard 
I said Are you all Icanung to fly^ He said * “We have twenty 
good flyers m^Hechrngen and they have 2,000 m Stuttgart > 
capital of Wuntemberg AU big business wants war, the comi 
mon people do not ’ The speaker did not know i^ho weWere and 
of course he spoke German It was a rather touching conversa- 
tion as he showed not a httle roneem 
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Wc dro\c on to Stuttgart %vJicrc we made no stop There 
was nowhere any sign of unemployment or distress m Beyreuth, 
NUmberg or Stuttgart fn Konsfanz there had been distinct 
signs of economic decline Hotels were closed, for instapce, 
though that miy have been due to the fact that the summer 
season is the time when they arc really m use , 

October sg Monday All through this region, we have seen 
signs as we drove into towns which read *'Keine Juden tr 
wSnschl" (Jews are not wanted), *‘Juden stnd unser UnglSck' 
(Jews are our misfortune), and so on, sometimes done wth 
bitter humour At Erfurt there tvas every evidence of prosperity, 
and in Goethe’s famous town, Weimar, there was the same 
evidence of industrial activity We drove through Bitterfeld, a 
town with a huge munitions development, aglow with industnal 
activity, every smokestack busy and aU the great industrial 
houses lighted from top to bottom In the little hotel at Witten- 
berg nearly every table \vas taken, the great poison gas manu- 
factunng plant keeping people busy here and giving Luther's 
town a most lively appearance- On the walls of the old hotel 
there were pictures of Von Hmdenburg and Hitler, the same 
size and make, there was a third and smaller picture of Dr 
Goebbels I asked the servant why General Goenng was 
not represented He turned aivay with a smile ■* 

From Wittenberg we reached Berlm in t^vo hours, a beautiful 
iSghf drive It had been a long journey of four days The cost 
was about 200 marks for both of us, not including the gas 
purchased on credit, the diplomatic way, the bills to bB for- 
warded to me in Berlin 

^ * 

OcloSer 3a Tuesday My usual routine began at g 30, the 
staff members and clerks trailing in after me They think a 
diplomat should not enter his office until xo 30 or 1 1, the clerks 
and typists coming at 10 This is especially true of Amencans 
-here The French and Enghsh begin at g and pontinue until 
fi or 7 * 

At 12 o’clock the new Russian Ambassador, Jacob Suntz, 
called in all form and ceremony, a distingiushed lookmg man, 
perfectly dressed and very protiKnl in manner, very much like 
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the French Ambassador. \Vc talked German nearly an hour on 
economic subjects. * 

_ Jfovmbir I.. Thursday.- At' la o’clock. Professor Coar came 
in. He was mueh the saihc but.rather piorc unfriendly to the 
Nazi regime than daring the summer of 1933. The stories he 
told would seem to indicate increasing hostility to Hitler in 
Germany He had sat in a hotel here a day or two before, wait- 
ing for a fnend whom he dared not visit in his house. Near him 
were too women who were knitting, after eating their break- 
fast. One of them said to the other; “You know my nephew 
has been put to death." The other seemed not' to be surprised 
but was quite angry. ^ 

In Hamburg, Coar said, hostility in a luncheon-room was so 
outspoken that he l^ad had to leave lest he be reported as a 

GeS,“'' “ beginning a series of lecutres before 

German universities on cultural subjects, and he has be^n 
guaranteed perfect freedom. He reported that Hitler had sent 
word that he would attend his first lecture in Munich. 

“ “ ■; -i-i M 5 

address. He now seems somewhat reJoSLd to *e HitoTe^ 
gime and mshes to spend a month in Nesv Yorh rl- • 

Washington. Since he knows the European financial 

well, I gave-him lettem of introductiorm T'" 

Jr., and Daniel Roper. I suspect to rS,„^'^.°''S“'hau, 
the American Jeivs, as he said he was havinv rn r 
Dr. Schacht. He sviU find Morgenthau toL ™'*' 

impatient with the German regime ’ 

At 6 o’clock, I returned the formal call of .n. e • . 

sador, Suiitz. He talked rather freelv ®?™' Ambas- 

life and gave me -an inkling of negodations'iri,rS!’l "“"“niic 
of the Nazi hatred of everything* Russian “ spite 

trying to negodate a pact svlth W Soviet. Hitler is 

Poles, mainly to scare the vlsTrl \ with the 

“ 'vaicn all signs. 


Kotemhtr s. Friday. Frederick Occhsn. 


ler, the United Press 
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representative, called to e^Iam how badly m his report to his 
news agency he had assessed the Lutheran Church situation last 
week when I went to Munich I had asked him at that umc 
to let me know the exact state of tiungs in Bavana. and WUrttem- 
berg Avhere t\vo bishops were in prison, and his report showed 
that the Associated Press and London accounts were mostly in- 
correct Tins mormng lie said “I want to explmn and correct 
my former report , it ^vas wrong I do not know how ouf man 
m southern Germany got it so badly mixed ” I knew that his 
local reporter, a German, was a Nazi sympathizer who dared 
not let him learn the facts I was glad to note that OechSner 
was willing to acknowledge his error I think his orgamzation 
in New "York wishes him to be^as favourable to the Hitler 
regime as possible 

I lunched today in the magnificent Esplanade Hotel dining- 
room, one of the handsomest I have ever seen anysvherj?, wth 
the Amencan Club, where the new Consul General Jenkins was 
the speaker and Dr DieckhofTwas the German oflJaal represen- 
tative Jenkins read a careful address on Chinese life and cul- 
ture and m no way made statements that would m anyway be 
compromising here My thought has always been to say some- 
thing or not speak at all, though I endeavour never, m this 
atmosphere, to say anything that can be quoted as applying 
directly to the existmg regime 

J/ovember^’^6 Tuesday Professor Wolfgang Wmdclband, 
modern hjstonan at the University of Berlin, came to walk 
with me At 5 30 it was edready dark, a fact which I was sure 
pleased Wmdelband He talked about a lecture he is giving on 
November 14, before the Amencan Women's Club, on Bis- 
marck in 1870 and 1871 He said he would dwell upon the 
mistake the nuhtary men made when they demanded Alsace- 
Lorraine and not merely German speaking Alsace I have never 
knovvn a Genpan histonan who seemed to understand Bis- ' 
marck’s position when the treaty of 1871 was being forced upon 
France Wmdelband however, opposed Bismarck’s inclusion of 
Lorraine in the Reich 

Wmdelband drifted quickly to a discussion of the position 
of umversiues under the Hitler regime It is a very criucal 
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situation, he said. It cannot continftc two more years without 
ruining university life in Germany. He then told me of his 
part in' conducting state examinations for history teachers in high 
schools. The^chairman of the examination board was a local 
♦Naw leader. Two other examiners, also Nwis, tried to force 
the candidate to answer a number of questions in their ideologi- 
^ cal way. The candidate adhered strictly to history as written 
and -taught before 1933. Windelband voted that the candidate 
was right. The two Naai exarrtiners voted that the candidate 
bad failed. The matter was hotly discussed and the board finally 
decided the candidate had passed in spite of protests from sev- 
eral of the Nazis. The Nazi presiding officer had voted with the 
regular professon. Windelband thought this a significant result. 

• He added that the church struggle was helping the univer- 
sities immensely. I think there is a chance, but doubt whether 
the Catholics will support the Lutherans in their contest and 
believe this failure will defeat the university people. Catholics 
do not ahvay§‘practise religious freedom or freedom of speech, 
and the Pope is in alliance with the autocratic Fascist crowd'in 
Spain who are killing their opponents after the Italian-German 
manner. 

Perhaps the Luthcran-Calvinlst people of Germany will win. 
More than a thousand of their preachers have been dismissed 
because they would not surrender and they are now threatened 
\vith -starvation, almost all of them having families. Tlf course 
•if all church folk of Protestant faith would hold firpUy together, 
they would succeed, but how can they co-operateVhen com- 
munication -with one another is almost impossible? 

Xmmhr 8 . Thmday. Mattie, Martha and I lunched today 
. with the British Ambassador and Richard Strauss, the great Aus- 
, trian musician. About October 13. as I recall, I had asked Sir 
Eric Phipps whether there were a pact between -England and 
Holland under which England guarantees the Dutch position 
in the Far East and Holland opens her harbours to'England in 
case of another war provoked by Germany or Japan or both 
He then said he knew of no such pact. I had also asked him 
whether the Armslrong-Vickcrs concern, closely linked to the 
British Government, had sold svar materials to Germany just 
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before the am\al of the Bnlish commutcc to negotiate Lan- 
caster debts He had said “No” to both questions, but added 
that he \souId call me if he learned anything He had not 
called me bct^\ccn October 13 and this date 

At table there tvas no exchange ofrcmarJiS that might in any 
way be called intimate After of us retired from the table, 
he managed to avoid seeing me alone, even making this con- 
spicuous We had no exchange of words on any subject except 
in the presence of othen It is the first experience of this bnd 
I have had ivith him I am convinced the Armstrong people 
sold war material to Germans for gold at the very moment the 
Lancaster cotton people were being told they could not be paid 
I shall investigate this and carry facts to ’Washington when 
I go V *■ 

At 4 o’clock, I called on the Dutch Minister and asked him 
about the Dutch-Enghsh pact He said there was none, but 
acknowledged he had been in I-ondon in the hope of doing 
something on the subject He said Holland would be compelled 
to enter the next European ivaror be annexed to Germany He 
was certain that war is coming 

I told him that Srr Henn Deterding was supposed to be com 
ing to see Hitler soon He had not heard it I said Does Sir 
Henn support Sir Oswald Mosley, England’s Fascist Fuehrer^ 
He said "I know him well and I am sure he would give*Mos}ey 
£too 000 to help him \vin ’ Will he come here then to make 
a deal with Hitler to get a monopoly of the German markets 
for his ml and gasoline? The reply was “I have heard 
recently there was a conference in London with Standard Oil 
Company about their relaUons in Europe, and so I do not be- 
lieve Sir Henn has such a plan in mind ” After some further 
talk in which we agreed on every essential point about the war 
danger in Europe, also in the Far East, I bade him good bye 
He said he was leaving toroorrow for The Hague and would 
call to see me after his return 

J^asmber 9 Friday I learned this morning that there arc 
negotiations between Germany and Russia for safes oF goods to 
Russia on a five-year credit scheme To make a little more sure 
of this story, I sent for Armand B^rard He came and I told 
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him in confidence what I had heard He was a little perturbed 
but not surprised and said he would let me know if he obtained 
further facts As Bullitt has failed to make any real agreement 
about the Russian debt of $200,000,000 to the United Slates 
and IS now on his way back to Washington, I shall press this 
case if I have an opportunity and wire information to the State 
Department 

The fact that a great number of high German ofiicials and 
generals of the Reichswchr were most conspicuous at the Rus- 
sian reception two days ago indicated something, though Hitler, 
Goenng and Goebbels were not present In my judgment the 
Reichswehr, the Foreign Ofiicc and the royalists arc all pressing 
Hitler for a Russian pact hkc that with Poland, which was a 
surprise to all the world m 1933 The idea is to isolate France 
and find a market for German goods, as the former regime 
found The Russian idea is to let the United States know that 
the> are not so important It all points to peace for a few years, 
that 13 , until Germany can be entirely ready to command 
Europe 

J/ooembiT to Salurdoy We went tonight to the Italian con- 
cert where Ambassador and Madame Cerruti received all the 
diplomatic corps The concert was good At the close of the first 
part, I spoke a moment ivith the Pohsh Ambassador, recently 
raised to this rank He said be thought a German-Russian pact 
was in process, perhaps already signed *■ 

November it Sunday James McDonald came yesterday m 
the hope of seeing officials of the German Government Dr 
Schacht refused to see him, though he had made an appoint- 
ment for the 9th He is to see Schacht’s assistant tomorrow, his 
hope being to get Germans to allow Jews who leave the country 
under heavy pressure to take some of their property wth 
them 

At luncheon today we had Professor Senng who knows the 
economic and agncultural hfc of the modern world better than 
anybody I knoiv He was agam most vigorous and outspoken 
in his opposition to the HiUer philosophy and practice His 
wife was even more venturesome in my presence They are not 
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orthodox Chrisinns but they attend Dr Njcmocller’s church at 
Dihlcm regularly and rejoice at the Lutheran revolt against 
the present cfTort to force nil Germans into one church — the 
Deutsche Christen 

Count von BemstorfT, nephew of the former Ambassador to 
aslungton, was also present and was equally frank m cnucism 
of the autarchy ^shlch he sa>s will rum Germany for decades 
to come There v\as another guest who had talked very frankly 
sometime before at the Berlin Sport Club He wore today tlic 
regular Party badge and to my surprise, seemed to be prepanng 
a report to the Propaganda hlinistry of what he heard at our 
table He got nothing from me The professor paid no atten 
tion to the Nazi party man, except to talk more frankly and 
mention to me that the son of the famous Admiral Von Tirpitz 
was related to him, which interested the Party man somewhat It 
was a unique luncheon When all were gone, Martha reported 
that Von BemstorfT had said so much m the presence of the 
Nazi leader that she feared he would be reported 

J^ovmher is MonJajf The manager of the Amencan Fox 
Film Company here came to the office to say that m a con 
Terence of film people m the Propaganda Ministry a feix days 
ago he had been ordered to put unfriendly mtcipretations mto 
Amencan films presented m Germany He had protested, saying 
that such propaganda ivould still further exasperate Amencan 
public opinion The German film officials replied they did not 
care what Amcncans thought or said of the Germans He 
wished me to intervene in his behalf in case trouble came to 
him for not obeying orders AH I could say was that I would 
ask our Consul General Jenkins to do ^vhateve^ the laiv or 
treaties allowed I am expecting the Fox Film Company to be 
ordered out of the coimtry, as some other companies are now 
about to be 

J/ocember 13 Tuesday This mormng I violated my usual 
rule and ivent to the City Hall to hear General Goenng ad 
dress the Academy for German Justice a kind of German bar 
ociaUon The wonderful hall %vas crowded to utmost capaaty 
hen I arrived On every desk in my part of the room there 
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was a lai^e cnvdope filled with beautifully printed pamphlets 
describing German grievances against the world, especially the 
Saar question. Von Ncurath had contributed a brief plea for 
the Germait claims. 

Hans Frank, head of the Ministry of Justice here, presided. 
Last summer, Frank was about to be killed because he ventured 
to inquire about certain prisoners in a concentration camp near 
Munich. He escaped somehow. It was June 30. I could not help 
thinlung of this story when he rose to greet Gocring tvith the 
“Hell Hitler” salute which every German official is compelled 
to give on every possible occasion. 

Gocring entered the hall in a Brown Shirt uniform, his chest 
covered wth medals and badges of honour. He turned towards 
the audience as he approached the platform, raised his right 
hand, bowed and shouted “Heil Hitler.” I did not enjoy these 
demonstrations. They have always seemed so absurd to me. 
But several of the other diplomats did heil Hitler effectively. 
Von Neurath and Von SchwerimKrosigk, the Finance Minister, 
joined reluctandy, as it appeared to me. 

The audience sat do^vn and Gocring read an address which 
re-emphasized the absolute dependence of every German citizen 
upon the Fuehrer. There was to be no sort of resistance at any 
time. ^Vhcn the speaker briefly explained the murders-of June 
30, he showed no sign whatever of any consciousness of error 
on that occasion. All foreign peoples had denounced the acts 
of the Fuehrer although he pretended he was saving the German 
people from disaster, but this was stupid. “We needed to have 
no indictments, proofs or trials. Wc were killing enemies of the 
people.” 

Everybody knew Gocring had ordered the killing of men 
and ^^'omen against whom there was no feeling or evidence 
en.'pv.beie. that lira; vj KttmepJracca'nelaf 

general said heads will simply be chopped off if men do not 
obey the impired Hitler and submit to hts decrees. A good many 
of these statements were interjected. They did not appear in the 
printed copy when it came out in the papers. Since correspon- 
dents of the foreign press were not present there was no likeli- 
hood ofa sensation anyivhcre, and German judges and lawyers 
were instructed emphatically what they must do 
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J^ocemhir 15 Thursday Consul General Jeniins called to 
review some of his work and then told me that a clerk in the 
Propaganda Ministry had met one of the consulate clerks at 
luncheon today, had told him that Jenkins was as real an enemy 
of Germany as was former Consul General hfessersmith, and 
had added that they had a copy of Jenkins’Jast report to Wash- 
ington ^vhich proved the point That was a little exasperating 
to the Consul Genera] He had made only one report and that 
at the request of the President It was a sur\ey of agricultural 
relief for the unemployed, and I had read it carefully There 
was no criticism, simply a summary of all the reports made by 
Minister Dane, head of the Ministry of Agriculture 

It Avas certainly stupid for anyone in Gocbbels’ office to re- 
veal such a thing even if it had been true It annoys a nciv and 
very important Araencan official here, and it re\ cals an espio- 
nage wluch puts us all on our guard The document had Iain on 
my desk three days, not being regarded as specially confidential 

At 8 30 1 went to the Adlon Hotel to hear Minister of Educa 
tion Rust lecture on German culture and education The host 
of the evening was Alfred Rosenberg who met me at the en 
trance to the hall The photographers snapped us as tve shook 
hands It was not dehghiful to me, for there is no German 
official who thinks less clearly or indulges in more bunk I ivas 
' again photographed as I shook hinds with General von Fntscli, 
chief of the Reichswehr and an opponent, I am sure, of all that 
Rosenberg and Rust represent 

When Rust began speaking it ^vas clear that tsc were to hear 
only propaganda He talked of the heroic Party struggle, of the 
inspired work of Hitler, and of the absolute necessity of keep- 
ing all children from learning anything but lo> alty to the State 
and ngid disaplme, both mental and physical The best svay to 
bring up young people was to put them m farm homes the first 
SIX years of their lives, then in country primary schools, and 
finally, from twelve to eighteen, in classical schools TTiis w-ould 
make good Hitlcntcs and heroic Germans ready to die for their 
ractramf country iVorefigiousmfiuencessfiou/d'fieaiVoucd'untiJ' 
after the twelfth year The audience applauded w'armlj Itwns 
all just another rcvclauon of the type of thought or absence of 
thought that prevails here ^\lll intellectual Germany submit? 
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November j 6 . Friday. L. V. Stccrc, our AgricuUural Attach^, 
called after a month’s sojourn in the United States. He reported 
two conferences of the Under-Secretaries of State and Agricul- 
ture in which the majority opinion was very strong against their 
chiefs, Hull and \yallace, exponents of free trade policy as far 
as it can bepractised now. It is not unnatural that bureaucratic 
under-secretaries from former administrations should still 
adhere to the old protective philosophy, although most en- 
lightened men recognize that protectionism was one of the 
great calises of the disaster of 1929-1934. 

Mr. Pierce of the International General Electric Company 
came to urge a favourable report to the State Department on a 
Siemens proposition to lay a cable bertveen Germany and the 
United States. This scheme of the greatest European electric 
power companies in co-operation wth the cotton importers of 
Bremen is designed to connect Germany and the United States' 
^vithout touching England, by cable. Germany would be able 
to buy cotton wth the money ($10,000,000 or $12,000,000) ob- 
tained from the United States as payment for the laying of the 
cable. Two difficulties are in the way: England has a monopoly 
of the cable business now and may not allow contact at any 
point in Ireland, and the American Telephone & Telegraph 
Company in New York may not accept this new pr^’ect as a 
connecting link between the United States and tlie German 
systems. Mr. Pierce explained and argued for a time and I 
became convinced it seemed to be a reasonable undertaking 
and agreed to have our Commercial Attach^ make a study of 
the matter. 

Mvmhr 17. Saturday. The PoUsh Ambassador, Lipski, 
caUed for the usual greetings after his promotion from Minister 
tn. Amhassadnn and. -Kmiiinici. marfi, rm ’uuur. ’Ae was Iraiik 
in the discussion of Polish-German relations : “The pact oflast 
svinter is only a temporary affair, Germany intends to re-annex 
part of onr country, the maps posted all over Germany show 
this cleariy. I'protcsted against these a few days ago, but re- 
ceived no satisfactory answer from the Foreign Office The 
Russian Md the Germans arc negoUating a commercial treaty 
which I think has a political and military pact attached, but 
02 
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It IS secret, and these negotiations are going on largely to iso- 
late France ” He did not say that it was the same motivation 
that actuated his government last year, but he let it be 
inferred 

Germany, he ivent on, intends to re-annex Alsace-Lorraine 
and large parts of Poland as well as Austria and Czechoslovakia 
Then she will control the Balkan region zone and all the Baltic 
Sea Europe will be a German realm if she succeeds This was 
nothing new, but cormng &om one who had helped his country 
humihate France m 1933, it tvas interestmg Howeverj it tvas 
plain that he still regards France and England as the only hope 
of the Poles He believes firmly m the Frcnch-Enghsh-Belgian 
pact of last July Co-operation of the western powers, he stated, 
IS the only salvation for all the smaller states of Europe 
. It seems to me that Monsieur Lipski is not entirely in sym- 
■^athy with autocraacs, although he has never mdicated dislike 
of the reactionary PoUsh regime Like a diplomat, he obeys 
orders from home and always maintains a smooth cotmtenance 
even ivhen embarrassing questions are raised 

We ivent to dme with Professor Hermann Oncken at his 
house in Dahlem The library which was filled with books, 
perhaps 4,000 volumes, was croivded with guests, all standing 
until We went to tlic dinner-table Oncken is a German 
histonan of highest rank and author of many books, tliough 
none that I have seen shows the non-partisanship that seems to 
me necessary if history is to serve its purpose 

When the dinner service was about half fimshed, one of the 
guests rose to pay tribute to the host on the occasion of his sixty- 
fifth birthday The speaker read a marvellous poem which pud 
appropriate tribute to Oncken but satirically warned Oncken of 
the tcmble misfortune which might hang over him if llicrc 
were a possibility that some one of his ancestors >vas of non- 
Aryan blood The author gave a seemingly solemn admoniUon 
to all present m a language aj wtty and dever as I have c\cr 
heard Although the present Nazi philosophy was ridiculed in 
ci'CT) I'ane, iw qeiofatKw coidd have been ftuntf cbaf fAc 
could use to comict the author before a German court 

A second speaker, Dr Fncdnch Sdirmdt-Ott, paraphrased 
— Schiller’s poetry m a similar vein, sJiowing tlie greatness of die 
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famous poet of Goethe's time and die distressing iiberaUty of 
the one German poet whom Nazi Germany claims to be its 
model. Still another speaker spoke in a like strain for ten 
minutes, and finally Dr. Ferdinand Sauerbruch, the famous Von 
Hindenburg physician, concluded the tributes of the occasion 
in a ^vitty summary of what had been said and closed by clever 
compliments to Frau Oncken. From the beginning to the end 
there was sharp fun*making of the Hitler-Roscnbcrg philosophy 
and conduct, and everybody seemed to enjoy all that was 
said. 

Although we have attended many dinners in Berlin, some 
in honour of President von Hindenburg, some at the French 
and English Embassies, I have nowhere seen such clever 
people. All the guests were specialists in certain fields of history, 
literature and art, and several had held high positions in former 
governments here. It ^vas a challenge to any person of learning 
and the whole performance showed by contrast the emptiness 
of diplomatic dinners tvherc no one ever feels free to say any- 
thing about the fields of history and literary criticism, because 
nobody knows history and literature and because no one trusts 
anyone else. We came away at 1 1 o’clock. 

Jfowmbrr 20. TaejJjyf, Vfe lunched today wtb Mr. and 
Mrs. IVhite. There was one really intellectual person present, 
a former German Cabinet oilicial who had resigned when his 
chief, Stresemann, disagreed sharply with him about official 
policy. His name is Hans von Raumcr. Another guest was Dr. 
Wilhelm Solf, the German Ambassador to Japan in 1905, who 
lives half dmc here and half in Swtzcrland on account of 
delicate health, and perhaps a delicate position under the 
Hitler regime. 

Von Raumcr indulged after luncheon in the first real assess- 
ment of the Bismarck era 1 have ever heard from a German i 
“Bismarck had done great work, but his greatest mistake con- 
sisted in the clever shaping of the German Imperial constitu- 
tion so that the German people though? they had parliamentary 
government when in fact it was a dictatorship oFPmssia, speak- 
ing through the Reich’s Supreme Council in Avhich Prussia 
always had a majority— seventeen to sixteen— when all members , 
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were present In tins way the people of Germany were 
dominated by an utterly undemocratic group ” 

Von Raumerhad been a member of the Reichstag from 1920 
to 1930 and I realized that he spoke from experience under 
the democratic Weimar constitution of 1919 He did not men 
tion the fact that the Bismarck suffrage system also stalled popu- 
lar opimon in the old Rachstag, even though, as he said, ^at 
body really had no power against the Prussian Junkers, who 
dommated the Council majority AH this was familiar to me 
from my Leipzig student days, but I had never heard a Ger- 
man scholar acknowledge this undemocratic system as a great 
Bismarckian blunder He said it was that system which pre 
vented German people from earning parliamentary govern 
ment It also caused the World War 

* November S2 Thursday Frank C Lee, Amencan Consul 
General at Prague, who has been appointed First Secretary here 
to take the place of Mr Wilson, called this afternoon, Mr Lee 
has served twenty years as Consul, speaks Russian and German 
well, and knows the European complex fairly well judged from 
occasional reports which have come to me here There is no 
doubt m my mmd of Lee’s capacity or mdustry, but his visit to 
look things over reminds me of certam mtcrcsting facts 

When I accepted this post, I stipulated that there was to be 
no complaint if I lived withm my official income I could not 
play the rich man’s game as Waller Hines Page had done in 
London at the expense of his family and friends However, I 
had not been in Bcrlm long before I received notice that the 
then Counsellor, George Gordon, svas to be recalled and J G 
White was to succeed him In fact, William PhiUips, Assistant 
Secretary of State, had told me this was contemplated I did not 
realize the purpose of this appointment imhl some months later 
when I heard that kVhite was one of the nchest men in the 
service 

At the same time, 1 learned that Ormc Wilson was to come 
wlh ihc ir/nf Ac way roparTctf afso to 6e 1 very wciftfiy 

man Tins was clearly intended to supplement my want of 
millions of dollars Furthermore I saw that Jay hicrrepont 
Moffat, brother m law of White, and Phillips, unde of Wilson, 
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both in high posiUons in the State Department, intended to 
have NVliitc and Wilson manage the Embassy. 

Tins b the backgroimd to Lee’s vbit today. \Vhite and Wibon 
show no enthusiasm. I believe Lee b superior in character to 
anybody on the staff here. 

Novmher S3. Tnday. Frank Gannett, a personal friend of 
President Roosevdt, came in today and asked for an interview 
wth Hitler if possible. He reported that London was very 
fearful that Gocring would send a thousand aircraft over that 
city during some fog and destroy it before the Englbh could 
begin a defence. I rather doubt^ the story, and suspected it 
was all a means of getting appropriations from Parliament for 
enlarging the Britbh air forces. 

Mr. Gannett b the owner of a dozen New York State news* 
papers. He said there arc many well-to-do people at home who 
are arguing for a Fasebt system there, %vith a sort of Hitler 
to head it. They use the facts of perfect order and absence of 
crime in Germany as arguments for such a move. I told him 
there were other phases of the regime which would shock 
Americans to the limit. 

At ia.30 I went to the Foreign Office to present a protest 
once more against German dberimination in debt payments. 
Von Bulow received me and I gave him the document, this 
being about the fifth or sixth time 1 have presented the same 
words, or nearly the same. Von Bulow repeated the old exctise : 
“We sell no goods to the United States and so can pay no 
debts.” 

I replied: I understand that aigumcnt, but our bondholders 
cannot see its value. They think the bonds were not bsued on 
any such understanffing. They would be tvilling to take lower 
interest payments if other peoples, Englbh and French, did 
the same. tVhen he referred again to lack of trade, I said : That 
b unfortunate and you know our government b notv reducing 
tariff rates as fast as public opinion will allow. I may say that 
Secretary Hull delivered an address early this month in Netv 
York in which he smd the protective system has been a curse 
to our people. I said I agreed vdth the Secretary, but that tve 
cannot suddenly abandon a policy when so many thousands of 
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workers are certain to be unemployed As fast as we can change 
this we shall do so But just as we abandon our barriers, you 
set up even higher ones and create a system which you cannot 
change without even greater losses and disturbances How can 
we have better economic relations when such systems are ap 
plied'^ There was a half hearted assent to my remark about the 
present German autarchy 

^opemher 26 Monday Dr Arnold Brecht, formerly a Cabinet 
member here, now a lecturer at the New School for Social 
Research in New York, came to see me I had not known 
that he hved in Berlin and was sorry wc had not had him to 
dme or lunch \vith us He seems to me to be a very able and 
truly patriotic German He remains one year more m New 
York, and I wonder what he will do when he comes back next 
June. He is not welcome here and unemployed m the United 
States He is not a Jew, but just as helpless, or will be 

^oifmber 30 Friday At 4 30 I called to see Sir Enc Phipps, 
thinking he might tell me something of recent moves in London 
which look hke defimte warnings to Germany about their 
intense rearmament Hesaid “I went to London Fndaynight, 
November 23 I spent Sunday, the 25th, m the country with 
Sir John Simon, the Foreign Secretary He told me what was 
planned for debate m the House of Commons for Wednesday, 
the 28th, and Monday morning I sat with the Cabinet for an 
hour or more reviewing facts and circumstances here I returned 
early on Tuesday the 27th, with a memorandum to he pre 
sented to the German Foreign Secretary I read the memoran* 
dum to von Ncurath at X2 o’clock ” Sir Enc then read the 
document to me It ivas a positive warning to Germany on two 
subjects the reported and accepted accounts of German secret 
arming, especially air preparations, and the cITccts of this secret 
and perpetual rearmament upon world opinion Hie Bntish 
Cabinet members were wiling to have their views corrected by 
Von Neneath. v{«e, vrtwng Sw Yrit \S-rtsi ■s'H.'id 

“I was asked to see the Chancellor at 5 the same day I read 
him some of the items of the Bntish document After a mo- 
ment, he jumped up, ran about the room, waved his arms and 
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declared ‘all countries around me are arming, they have ten 
thousand airplanes and yet they complain that we Germans 
have 1,000 1* He went on shouting and fussing and Von Ncurath 

jomed him 1 came aivay not a little disgusted Next morning 
Von Neurath called and begged me to sec him I went to his 
office and he tned indirectly to correct the impression the 
Chancellor had made and cspcaally to explain his own conduct 
You see the Foreign Secretary here is never consistent or firm ” 

I said Of course Von Neurath is afraid of Hitler and consc 
quently always appears m the presence of outsiders to agree 
with him 

Sir Enc then explained the British policy and the debate m 
Parliament ofWednesday night, November 28 I said It seems 
to me your government has acted very ivisely and I am glad 
the information has been conveyed to the American State De- 
partment I then asked him about the possibility of a British- 
kmencan agreement as to the Far Eastern naval problem He 
;aid he had not had any reactions to that problem while in 
London, but was convinced our two counines could agree In 
case Japan broke away and hastened her naval armament, 
England would not object to American increases of naval 
strength This naval race looked foolish to him, but Japan 
seemed bent upon an impenalist programme 

Once more 1 come to my 1933 solution of these dangerous 
problems If Great Britain and the Umted States unite upon a 
guarantee of Philippine independence and the existing status m 
the Far E'lst, the dangerous naval race will cease, and there 
will be peace in the Pacific After this success, the two countries 
can present a united front against war hke Germany at the next 
disarmament conference, ivith Russia and France supporting 
them, and peace in Europe will be guaranteed All this has 
^^ts<or?&tA*to*Jrrt:?ft«ftelC»epartment and t’ne^resi 
dent and both the British and French Ambassadors have 
seemed to agree vnth me entirely, also the Dutch Minister who 
IS always alert and deeply interested 
As if I had not done enough for one day, we went to the 
Berlin Staatsoper to hear a concert conducted by Enc Kleiber, 
reported to be a half Jew who managed somehow to continue 
fus art m Bcrlm It was an mtcresting performance, a truckload 
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of police guarding the building The police were there because 
a demonstration by the Nazi part of the audience was expected 
against the music composed by the Austnan-Jewish artist, Berg, 
forbidden by German decrees But when the Berg part was 
finished, one man m a promment box shouted ^‘Heil Mozart” — 
a signal for a protest from the audience There was no protest 

December / Saturday The foreign press gave their usual 
dinner and ball at the Adlon Hotel We arrived as guests of 
Miss ^ignd Schultz The Bndsh Ambassador, General von 
Reichenau, acting Chief of Staff, and some English and Ameri- 
can visitors ivere at the same tabic The French Ambassador, 
the Russian, General von Fntsch and Dr Goebbels were at 
another tabic They seemed very friendly although hatreds 
between Fran90is Ponect and Goebbels, and between Von 
FntscTi and Goebbels are known to be tense Von Neurath came 
late and went away ivithout dining The reports ivcrc that he 
was not offered proper seating rank He should have been 
placed at the table with Goebbels and that ivould have been 
most embarrassing 

December s Sunday I received a report today from Stuttgart 
which described a happening there on Wednesday, November 
28 Alfred Rosenberg who is the official philosopher of the 
present regime uent to Stuttgart, the capital of WOrttemberg, 
the home of Von Neurath, to lecture to the South Germans 
on their loyalty to the sacred state He reviewed the un- 
happy relations of the anaent Cathobc Church with the 
Holy Roman Empire, the first Reich “No religion shall be 
permitted to \veakcn the hold of the slate on the people Only 
what IS useful to Germany can be regarded as true and wc 
claim the absolute right to remould all things in Germany as 
thc> should be Nauonal Socialists in Germany smII form m 
the future a sonal order wth all the holy mj-sticisms of the 
mcdiexal age" He concluded "You all know that there is a 
inxaJQjaal Rail jreir .w Mw Rtswv Jifea’Af .w 

Munich avhich has never yet been in use ^Vc only avk"ait the 
signal of the Leader to la) the foundations of tins holy order 
of German) m this hall ” 
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This little of what was said, and of the strange 

mysticism which has gripped the vast majority of the German 
people, if votes on two occations, November 12, 1933, and 
August 19, 1934* prove anything. This sort of talk is repeated 
almost every day by Hiller, Goering, Goebbels, Dane, Ley and 
minor characters, never by university professors or preachers, 
except the Deutsche Christen people. The neivspapers repeat 
these ideas always wth approval. 

In Stuttgart all the officials of the city, the S.S. and S.A. men 
and officers and some Reichswchr people attended under Com- 
pulsion. The audience was 8,000 strong, shouting “Heil Hitler” 
and roaring wth applause when Rosenberg attacked the 
churches for thdr resistance to Gleichsanschaltung (complete 
subordination to the state). It had been only a week since the 
Bishop of the Protestant Church of WUrttemberg bad been re- 
leased from prison and reinstated in his office because of the 
overwhelming demands of church people. Yet Rosenberg went 
the linut in the same city in attacking all church people who 
do not submit to the Wotan religion which Rosenberg is trying 
to establish. Hitler was in Stuttgart a week before and acted in 
a similar way. Is Rosenberg now renewing the reUgious war? 

Another interesting illustration: A member of a university 
student organization which was dissolved some time ago by 
order of the government reported to a member of our staff 
that a few days ago a prominent man invited a group of 
students who had been members of the club to dine with him. 
To their surprise, as the company ^vas about to sit down around 
'the table, an S.A. leader appeared at the door with a detach- 
ment of soldiers around him. The S.A. leader forbade the en- 
tertainment and was about to order the party to leave tvhen a 
student from the Saar coimtry remarked that this sort of thing 

interesting tabim.and.axlxlrri**har,.b/c’wudd»'?resx*f hit 

it to his friends in the Saar country where he lived. The dinner 
was at once authorized to proceed. I am not sure of this but 
it resembles other rulings I know about and so I record it. 

December 3. Monday. A professor from Cologne, an eminent 
architect who had just returned from Washington where he had 
met and talked with Roper and^^cr members of the Cabinet, 
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December 10 Monday A small party came to lunch Ebbutt 
confirmed the report of nud October that a Bntish ^voma^, 
connected with Hitler’s inner group, was here just before the 
Bntish negotiations on Lancaster debts, to sell war equipment 
‘’'Tor Armstrong Vichers The Bntish Ambassador "had not 
Jmown about it," according to previous conversations I 
sure now the BnDsh staflT members did know ^ 

I had a long talk ivith the French Ambassador, Franjois 
Poncet He agreed that the Bntish move of two weeks ago had 
brought the Germans to recogmze the danger of their position 
and to agree to a conference on international armaments after 
the Saar election, January 13 But he added "The Germans 
will demand annexations somewhere when tlie conference be- 
gins and, in view of their belligerent attitude, we ivill have to 
refuse That svill defeat the conference " 

At II this morning the Dutch Minuter told me the same 
thing that the Belgian told me last week ' Germany will annex 
Holland if she wins a European war " He was very positive 
m this, and also perturbed about the Japanese dcnunaation of 
the Treaty of Washington "It means war if the United States 
and England do not unite in their Far Eastern policy England 
will lose her Hongkong and other Chinese concessions, the 
Umted States will find the Fhihppmcs annexed to Japan, and 
we, the Dutch people, wli lose our three hundred year old Far 
Eastern holdings ” 

December it Tuesday Wc went to say farewell at 12 o’clock 
to Von Neurath He kept me waiting ten minutes or more and 
did not apologize, allhough he ivas \cr>’ cordial for fifteen imn 
utes As I bade the Minister adieu and wished him a Mcrr) 
Chnstmas, he sent his best wishes to Secretary Hull and added 
‘ I agree entirely with him in Ins commercial policy and do not 
agree with the present German quota and bilateral scheme It 
cannot succeed *’ That u the same attitude Schachi expressed 
at our house before several repre 3 entati% cs of foreign countnes 
in September 

Rctunung for a few mmuics to the Chancery, I then went 
10 the Automobile Club to lunch at i 30 w iih DieckhofT, Dawd 
son and Ritter, aft experts of the Foreign OfTice For an hour 
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and a half they belaboured me to press in WasWngton for a 
treaty be^veen Germany and tbe United Stales, allowing lower 
tariffs to them in return for their buying more cotton, copper 
and lard. I replied in different ways: first, the present treaty^ 
had not been kept; second, there is a tough public opinion m ' 
the United States, as a result of the June 30 events, churchy 
treatment, and the general fcding that Germany is preparing 
for aggressive war. We then discussed the recent compromise 
between Germany and France about the Saar plebiscite as 
being an important move against war. 

\Vhen they came back to the urgent treaty busings, I said : 
In view of the present altitude in the United States, if you had 
not denounced the existing treaty last October 14, without 
asking us, it might be much easier for the State Department 
to renew the treaty, or prolong it for a year or two, without 
having to get Senate approval. But now, with the treaty aban- 
doned by Germany, it will be hard to get Congress to give a 
Tievf treaty consideration. The Nye Committee will discuss war 
and the German purchases of war supplies (1 had told them 
before how bad it was to pay gold to American arms manufac- 
turers and deny their abUity to pay interest on bonds) during 
the month of January, and also the whole debt matter. So 
we shall hardly be able to get a treaty considered before 
Congress adjourns. 

One of the experts sjud : "\Ve shall have to vrithdraw-our 
abrogation of the treaty ” Dicckhoff said, “No, we cannot do 
that. Can't you get the President to appoint a committee of 
three American business men to go to Washington to discuss 
the matter?” Later, according to a plan suggested by Schacht, 
they could come to Germany to inform themselves of German 
conditions, '^cir study might be used as a basis for future nego- 
tiations. I said : I can ask the State Department to consider the 
matter — that is all — ^unless I am questioned about it by the 
President. 

This closed our luncheon discussion. I was convinced that all 
of them realized how inconsiderate the German attitudes were 
towards the outside world. Dicckhoff, whom I know weU and 
^Tnpathize with rather closely, escorted me to the cloakroom. 
1 said: You kno^v• what a terrible impression the events of 
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December 10. MondaJ: A small party came to lunch. Ebbutt 
confirmed the report of mid-October that a British ivoman, 
connected 'with Hitler’s inner group, was here just before the 
British negotiations on Lancaster debts, to sell ivar equipment 
‘''‘for Armstrong-Vickers. The British Ambassador "had not 
known about It,” according to previous conversations- I am 
sure now the British staff members did know. / 

I. had a long talk with the French Ambassador, Francois- 
Poncet. He agreed that the British move of two weeks ago had 
brought the Germans to recognize the danger of their position 
and to agree to a conference on international armaments alter 
th'e Saar election. January 13. But he added; “The Germani 
will demand annexations somewhere when the conference e- 
gins and. in view of their bdligerent aHitude. we mil have to 
refuse. That will defeat the eonfcr^ce. 

vv,««,5ntr the Dutch Minister told me the same 
*u’ *1. * n told me last week. "Germany will annex 

tog that the Belgian^toldm^^^^ war.” He was viry positive 
Holland d" she about the Japanese denunciation of 

m tlw, and F • means war if the United States 

the Treaty ofl ynjtein their Far Eastern policy. England 
and Englan „ ^gtong and other Chinese concessions, the 
will Philippines annexed to Japan, and 

^°*thc Dutch people, 'rill lose our tlirec-hundred-ycar-old Far 
Eastern holdings- 

Decemief /'• ^Vc went to say farewell at 22 o’clock 

Von Keuradi- He kept me waiting ten minutes or more and 
did not apologize, although lie was very cordial for fificen min- 
utes. As J bade the Minister adieu and wished him a hfcrr>* 
Christmas, he sent his bat wijha to Secretary Hull and added : 

“I agree entirely with lum m Im commercial policy and do not 
agree "hb ‘be German quota and bij.-ucral scheme It 

eJnnot succe^. Tliat is the same attitude Schacht expressed 
at our house before several representatives of foreign countries 

. September. 

Returning minutes to the Chancery, I then went 

,0 the '“"'i; « '-sn 'Wtl. oZlhoIr, DavW- 

, an expcfti of the rorrlcn Omce. i.„,„ 
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and a half they belaboured me to pres's'in Washington for a 
treaty between Germany and the United States, allowing lower 
tariff to them in return for their buying more cotton, copper 
and lard. I replied in different ways: first, the present treaty^ 
had not been kept; second, there is a tough public opinion in ■" 
the United States, as a result of the June 30 events, churchy _ 
treatment, and the general feeling that Germany is preparing 
for aggressive war. We then discussed the recent comprornisc 
bet>vcen Germany and France about the Saar plebiscite as 
being an important move against war. 

When they came back to the urgent treaty busings, I said : 
In view of the present atdtude in the United States, '‘if you had 
not denounced the existing treaty last October 14, without 
asUng us, it might be much easier for the State Department 
to renew the treaty, or prolong it for a year or two, without 
having to get Senate approval. But now, ^s^tll the treaty aban- 
doned by Germany, it ^vill be hard to get Congress to give a 
new treaty consideration. The Nyc Committee will discuss war 
and the German purchases of war supplies (I had told them 
before how bad it was to pay gold to American arms manufac- 
turers and deny their abdity to pay interest on bonds) during 
the month of January, and also the whole debt matter. So 
we shall hardly be able to get a treaty considered before 
Congress adjourns. 

One of the experts said: “We shall have to withdraw our 
abrogation of the treaty.” Dieckhoff said, “No, we cannot do 
that. Can’t you get the President to appoint a committee of 
three American business men to go to Washington to discuss 
the matter?” Later, according to a plan suggested by Schacht, 
they could come to Germany to inform themselves of German 
conditions, "^cir study might be used as a basis for future nego- 
tiations. I ^aid : I can ask the State Department to consider the 
matter — that is all — unless 1 am questioned about it by the 
President. 

This closed our luncheon discussion. I was convinced that all 
of them realized how inconrideratc the German attitudes were 
towards the outside world. DiccUiofF, whom I know well and 
^•mpalhize A3ath rather closely, escorted me to the cloakroom. 
1 said: You know what a terrible impression the events of 
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called for a short visit. He showed great interest in and en- 
thusiasm for the United States. But the significant part of his 
conversation showed how troubled and embarrassed Ambassa- 
dor Luther must be in Washington. He seems not to'be a Nazi 
and he dislikes the ^vhole system now prevailing in Germany. 
Yet he must fight for German interests and justify the dangerous 
policy which prevails here. If he resigned, his status at home 
in Essen would be very difficult. If he remains in Washington, 
he must maintain a false attitude. Such is the position of 
many eminent Germans everywhere, 

December 4.. Tuesday. Colond Deeds called. He represents 
the National Cash Register Company and also the National 
City Bank of New York. His son was brought before the Nye 
coirUTuttee of the Senate last September to explain sales of arms 
to Germany by a company of which he is an officer, allegedly 
in violation of the American treaty with Germany. I have seen 
Deeds many times. He is the good-natured big business type 
and affects to be enthusiastic for Roosevelt’s New Deal. He 
considers me a naive academic who is not aware of the under- 
cover armaments deals which business men have tried again and 
again to put over here in the last eighteen months. He said he 
strongly favoured international disarmament. Yet he told me 
lus register company was doing a vast business here tvith the 
famous Krupps of Essen. Krupp receives so per cent of tlie 
profits of sales to Germany. 

From Vienna, I leam that Messersmith is doing fair, even 
excellent, work at his difficult post. I understand the German 
Minister, Von Papen, is doing nothing, that he is most un- 
welcome there and that the %vhole diplomatic corps practical!)' 
ignores him. This is probably correct; Von Papen was to have 
been shot here last June, and his dismissal as Vice-Chancellor 
preceded the nomination, against the Foreign Office’s ^vish, to 
Vienna. All Europe knows what double-dealing Von Papen has 
engaged in from the time of his residence in Washington until 
now. The poor scamp is nosv in Berlin. His son is in an 
ATbeitsdienst camp at jQtcrbog and even more miserable than 
his father. I think he b an excellent young man, but he cannot 
get any position in Germany^ he does not know how to work 
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hls owTi way upwards and he can take only ten marks, $3.00, if 
he leaves Germany. 

Other news feom Vienna. U that Mussolini has agreed to a 
mutual assistance treaty with Austria, and that Hungary has 
tightened its relations with Italy, especially economic, which 
^annoys Germany. Yugoslavia is sdU tlircatcning Italy because 
Mussolini’s hired assassins killed their autocratic and murderous 
King. Russia, Poland, Germany, Turkey and Austria all have, 
been playing diis medieval game for years. 

December IMnesdajf. Norman Tbbutt ol the London 
came in to give me a report on the effects of the Londdii 
protest to Hitler about rearming— a protest made after England 
and the United States have sold millions of dollars worth of 
arms to Germany. Ebbutt thought the Britisli Government was 
pressing for a disarmament conference in February or %Iarch. 
He had >>mUen a true story of church troubles here two days 
before. The Germans forbade the sale of the Times and rebuked 
Ebbutt. He was not a little annoyed. I reminded lum of tlic 
hcqucncy of this treatment of British and American press people. 

December 7. Friday. At 8.30 we went to dinner at the house 
of our Military Attache, Colonel Wucst. We met the wife of 
General von Fritsch, head of the Rcichswehr, who said she and 
her husband were not permitted to attend diplomatic dinners 
and receptions. The commander of the Reichswchr of all Ger- 
many north and east of the Elbe was also present, but there 
was no reference to the rearmament work now going on all over 
Gemany. The German Military Attachd at Washington was 
most interesting in his discussion of American military history. 
He knows the Civil War as no American Attache here knows 
German war history. 

I believe that after the Saar election, on January 13, there 
will be trouble. In case it comes to an open issue, half of Ger- 
many will rank themselves among the opponents of the existing 
regime. If the Catholics support the Protestants, Hitler’s re- 
gime will begin to slip. If Catholics hold aloo^ Hitler will 
murder a lot of preachers and force all into submission. I look 
for no trouble, however, until February, 
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DtcmhtT 10 Monday" A small party came to lunch Ebbutt 
confirmed the report of nud-October that a Bntish woman, 
connected with Hitler’s inner group, was here just before the 
Bntish negotiations on Lancaster debts, to sell war equipment 
"‘'for Armstrong Vickers The Bntish Ambassador “had not 
Joiown about it,” according to previous conversations I am^ 
su^e now the Bntish staff memben did know 
I had a long talk wth the French Ambassador, Francois- 
Poncet He agreed that the Bntish move of nvo weeis ago had 
brought the Germans to rccogniae the danger of their position 
and to agree to a conference on international armaments after 
the Saar election, January 13 But he added “The Germans 
ivill demand annexations somewhere wlien the conference be- 
gins and, in vieiv of their bcHigerent attitude, wc will have to 
refuse ^That ^viU defeat the conference ” 

At 1*1 this morning the Dutch Minister told me the same 
thing that the Belgian told me last week "Germany wU annex 
Holland if she ^vlns a European ivar” He was Ncry positi%e 
in this, and also perturbed about the Japanese denunciation of 
the Treaty of Washington “It means i\ar if the United Stites 
and England do not unite m their Fir Eastern policy England 
will Jose her Hongkong and other Chinese concessions, tfie 
United States ivill find the Philippines annexed to Japan, and 
we, the Dutch people, will lose our three hundred >car old Fir 
Eistcm holdings ” 

Deemier ji Tuuday We went to say farewell at 12 o’clock 
to Von Ncurath He kept me waiting ten minutes or more and 
did not apologize, although lie was \ cry cordial for fifteen min 
utes As I bade the Minister adieu and wuhed him a ^fe^r> 
Christmas, he sent Im best wahes to Secretary Hull and added 
"I agree entirely waih him m ins commercial policy and do not 
agree with the present German quota and bilateral scheme It 
cannot succeed ” Tliat w the same altitude Schacht cxpressetl 
at our house before several repraentatwes of foreign countries 
in September 

Returning for a fesv minutes to the Chancery, I then went 
to the Automobile Club to lunch at t 50 mtJi DieckhofT, Daud 
ion and Ritter, all experts of the Foreign OrTicc For an hour 
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and a half they belaboured me to press in ^Vashington for a 
treaty bct^vcen Germany and the United States, allowing lower 
tariffs to them in return for their buying more cotton, copper 
and lard. I replied in different ways: first, the present treaty^ 
had not been kept; second, there is a tough public opinion in ‘ 
the United States, as a result of the June 30 events, churchy 
treatment, and the general feeling that Germany is preparing 
for aggressive war. Vft then discussed the recent comprorpisc 
bet^vecn Germany and Prance about the Saar plebiscite as 
bring an important move against war. 

When they came back to the urgent treaty businws, I said: 

In view of the present altitude in the United States, 'irydii had 
not denounced the existing treaty last October 14, without 
asking us, it might be much easier for the State Department 
to renew the treaty, or prolong it for a year or two, without 
having to get Senate approval. But now, with the treaty aban- 
doned by Germany, it will be hard to get Congress to give a 
new treaty consideration. The Nyc Committee will discuss war 
and the German purchases of war supplies (I had told them 
before how bad it was to pay gold to American arms manufac- 
turers and deny their ability to pay interest on bonds) during 
the month of January, and also the %vholc debt matter. So 
we shall hardly be able to get a treaty considered before 
Congress adjourns. 

One of the experts said : **Wc shall have to withdraw-our 
abrogation of the treaty.’* Dicckhoff said, *‘No, we cannot do 
that. Can’t you get the President to appoint a committee of 
three American business men to go to Washington to discuss 
the matter?” Later, according to a plan suggested by Schacht, 
they could come to Germany to inform themselves of German 
conditions. Their study might be used as a basis for future nei|p- 
tiations. T ^aid ;T can ask the State Department to consider the 
matter — that is all — unless I am questioned about it by the 
1 President. 

This closed our luncheon discussion. I was convinced that all 
of them realized how inconsiderate the German attitudes were 
to^vards the outside world, Dicckhoff, whom I know well and 
sympathize with rather closely, escorted me to the cloakroom 
I said: You know what a terrible impression the events of 
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June 30 made m lift Un.ted Slates and V™ 
unpopular a treaty would be He agreed, but did not say 

”RthL7Lt"SubTedTbe bberal element of Germany m 
-'and this includes nearly all the Forei^ not d"'' 

DiccUioir m the afternoon and ashed ’f "= ™s' „«i 

mgelher a little as he went atvay fmm XT, he problem 

and we drove around tlie Ttonjnrttf' tind talked th p 

ever again I told him how ' nine thrGoermg 

many is prepanng for aggressive X’ ™ ,he eountiy and even 
flying-machine maps circulating all over X X r«endy said 

saylng^hat mmuters of neighbounng countries had r«» 

to me that Germany means toannexlhem I had in m^^ 

the Belgian and Dutch representahves had s j 

was not surprised Though , The has such feel- 

would try to disabuse the Prmidenl s mind f h “ „y 

mgs, I could hardly hope to do much m that 

ov^ reports dunng October and Nov'^ne feelms I diked 

evidence of Germany’s intense V he University of 

DicckholT to look at the maps in the nans 

Berlin which I had recently seen I ^ promise 

though I had some feeling that h'Xe erosse7*e trolley hne 

We parted where the Tiergartenstrassc 

which runs southward towards the canal 

Dicimhtr ,3 Thmday We drove from Berlin to Hamburg 
to catch our ship for New York 

Tu„d.y About 1 1 o’clock yesterda^the o^ 

began to roU At 1 o’clock it was wdd AJI day ^ S 
about thirty hours— the waves were so >“g^ ‘'‘“X,, be over- 
qucntly stood almost suit for hours at a time „ 

whelmed by the storm A Norw^n •''Xr LLtanL L the 
Ae same s“em Our ship was caUed u^ f 

^metroJ^Ste’ wait rund^r ■^■-Xe:S.n“o‘‘f 

rfnally rescued all IheXXjtX^^^^^ 

Ac stoV wa»°°nofsed about the MaciMcc tins aftemo” h 
This “The third nme I have eapenenced this sort of rough 
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saiUng over this part of tlic Atlantic and* Uic second time the 
ship I was on tried to rescue a sinking crew or ship. It is not 
very agreeable. 


Dicemhet 15. Wednesday. W. H. Hassen, representative of 
the Sinclair Oil Company, whose president and manipulator 
was in jail three months, sat at table with us today. He sells 
oil products all over Europe, a very active, clever business man, 
as I estimate him. 

He said : “I am a staunch Republican. Our Amerjean people 
arc not national-minded. They must become so. \Vc must for- 
bid all imports except rubber, coffee and one or tivo other 
Xktccssitics and sell all we tan to other peoples, arm and drill 
our people.” 

I said : You mean by this that all the world should arm to the 
teeth and later either destroy all your arms material because they 
are obsolete, or start a war and kill your people, thereby using 
the arms. Tliat stopped him for a moment but he came back: 
**Vcs, it is a struggle for the surwval of the fittest.” 1 said : No ; 
destruction of the civilized peoples and the survival of the least fit. 

Notwthstanding the logic of my reply, he held to his point, 
argued for American arming of all Europe and sharply opposed 
the reduction of American tariffs. Such is the view I know oi 
many eminent business men everyivhcrc: the Du Fonts of the 
United States, the Krupps and Thyssens of Germany, the Arm- 
strong-Vickers people in England, and the Schneider-Crusot 
interests in France. It is the talk of Mussolini, whom Hassen 
regards as a great statesman. I suppose Roosevelt will find this 
type of man very difficult to control. If he does not vigorously 
control them, his New Deal tvill fail. 


December si. Friday: This voyage as well as the studies I 
have made of seventeenth century seafaring convince me that 
historians have never assessed correctly the courage and bravery 
of tlie men and women who settled North America. It was no 
small tiling for a poor family, whose members knew the At- 
lantic only from the stories told by neighbours, to venture 
across this terrible sea on a ship of 200 tons burden. They 
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did it by the thoiands and for the reason U.at they 
wanted to make liomcs for themselves Thousands 
of thousands in a single yearl In my 
.ofsneh character were apt to make any country gr 


enterprising. 



VI 

December S3, 1334 to May si, 1335 

December S3. Sunday. NS'e reached New York at 4 this after- 
noon, a day and a half late. 

December 25. Tuesday. The thirty-third anniversary of our 
marriage at Auburn, N. C., was celebrated simply here in 
Raleigh. Mattie was with her family part of the time, I visiting 
my father in nearby Clayton, my birthplace. 

December 57. Thursday. Having been clioscn president of the 
American Historical Association, I delivered this evening a 
formal address which I had prepared under pressure in Berlin 
on the emergence of the first social order in the United States. 
Professor Owsley of Vanderbilt, one of my students who look 
his doctorate soon after the World War ended, rose to present 
me a volume of essays on American history written by my 
^udents. That had been done before, especially in 1532 at 
Toronto, and I was not so much surprised as I might otherwise 
have been, though I had not been warned at all. I made ac- 
knowledgments to my students as best I could and then read 
the formal paper which was a little new to most of the audience. 
It was a summary of three chapters of Volume 1 of my Old 
South. 

December sg. Saturday. I had an engagement to lunch with 
the President today. We sat down together in n second-floor 
room of the White House, a little late. For an hour and a 
quarter we talked about the Curopcan situation. I presented 
my .plan to prevent war and bring all nations into some sort of 
co-operation. 

The United States, I said, must co-operate with England and 
Holland in the Far East, pvc the Philippines their independ- 
ence and guarantee the esdsting status in that region, allowing 
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Japan the privilege of coming into the agreement. Then the 
United States ought to join the LeagUe of Nations, forcing 
Germany and Italy into co-operation with England and France 
for peace and reduction of armaments. If the President pressed 
a joint resolution upon Congress at the right moment, I thought 
he woiJd succeed and in a year or two the commercial relations 
of the United States would greatly improve. Then perhaps the 
next disarmament conference would really succeed. • 

The President said : “I agree as to the Far East and think we 
must do something in that region. Japan is annexing parts of 
China and plans to aimex more and control all of Asia includ- 
ing India We shall spend a billion dollars building warships, 
and all of them will be antiquated in ten years.” 

As to a joint resolution to join the League, he said, “I am 
sceptical of public opinion, but I have asked the Senate to 
approve our joining the World Court and later I shall ask for 
authority to send an ambassador to Geneva.” I thought both 
moves might test public opinion, but indicated that delay might 
defeat the final purposp. I also told him that Baron von Billow, 
second ranking official in the Foreign Office, and uisest man 
there, had said to me . “We would return to the League im- 
mediately the United States joined.” ' 

Many other subjects were touched upon; German militancy, 
Italian aggressiveness and British fear of another depression, ^ 
well as the British desire to co-operate in %vorid affairs tvith the 
United States. 

December ^0. Sunday. A telegram came that my wife’s mother 

was dead. Much as we had rejoiced at being able to sec her 
on this return to America, I now felt that our visit and the 
presence of several of her children on Christmas Day, perhaps 
the entertaining of us so handsomely, had hastened her end. ^ 
The attention and the pleasure of seeing us all were too 
mucli for her. Anysvay a very unselfish, kindly soul had passed 
asvay. Mattie hurried away for the funeral. 

January j6, rpj 5 . Wednesday. Professor Thomas J. Wertenbaker 
met me this afternoon at Trenton in his car. ^Vc stopped on 
the ss’ay to his house at the home of Albert Einstein svhere we 
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had tea and talked a little about troubles In Berlin. There were 
no personal complaints. Einstein had been expelled from the 
Univenity of B^lin in 1933 with all hii property confiscated.. 
A few daj's ago the American press carried the news from 
Berlin that Einstein’s daughter had had all of her property, a 
home and a little stretch of land in Potsdam, confiscated. One 
daughter had died recently and her husband was part owner; 
her sister, the only surviving child of the Einsteins, was also 
part owner. These people arc now helpless in Germany where 
their father was considered the first scientist of his age. In spite 
of this rough'trcatment not a word was said of the Hitler 
regime that could have been counted unpatriotic, from the 
German point of view. 

After taking dinner with the WcrtCnbakcrs where Abraham 
Flexner, long an active representative of the Rockefeller Foun- 
dation, was one of the guests, I went to the Princeton audi- 
torium where I delivered a lecture' on ^Vashlngton and his 
problems, giving special cmpliasb to American foreign policy. 
Once more the audience seemed to sense the mistakes of 
American attitudes since 1918. Certainly the university people 
of tlic country w'ish to see the federal Government do what it 
to advance the cause of the League of Nations as a means 
of avoiding war. 

Januajy ly. Thursday, I reached New York at 11. Immcdi- 
from difTcrent people : The National City Bank, 
concern and the Foreign Policy Association. I saw 
the bankers at 4 and the Siemens president at 4.30. 

I had an engagement with Colonel House for luncheon. He 
seemed very well, though he had been ill for a week with a 
cold. He talked a good deal about foreign policy; the need of 
• American entrance into the League, of co-operation with Eng- 
land in the Far East and of a means of coaxing Japan from her 
imperialistic drive against Cluna. I had my doubts about his 
Japan scheme but he told me tliat the Ambassador from Japan 
was to see him tomorrow. I asked him to write me if Japan 
indicated a disposition to co-operate. He promised to do so. 

As to President Roosevelt’s attitude, we agreed that he looks 
upon tlic world dilemma much as we do, but that he fears 
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Violent opposition to nny progressive m^vc that he might make 
My View IS that violent opposition s«ll always be made to any 
far-reaching and unsClfish policy that may be ofTered Besides, 
no President has cicr been able to accomplish anything worth 
while, during his second term, except for two moves of Wash 
ington, which he had to make but which led to his denunciation 
all over the land Roosevelt must act this year or surrender in 
matters of Amencan relations to distraught Europe 

House said he would try to sec the President during the next 
month or two He approved the President’s statement of Jan 
uary 29 that he might send an ambassador to Geneva as a 
beginning of our entrance into the League I said It would be 
far preferable to ask Congress to approve our entrance at once, 
because of the economic and political difficulties at home, since 
there could be no real economic recovery m less than four or 
SIX years The President would have no real power during his 
second term, if re elected Colonel House agreed However, 

I doubt whether Roosevelt or any other President of our time 
would venture such an unpopular move with the masses who 
have been propagandized for fourteen years against any con 
nection or co operation anywhere 

January 5/ Thursday This morning the newspapers brought 
the story of the Senate defeat of Roosevelt s request for Amen 
can entrance into the World Court Two days before the vote, 

I saw Senator Robinson majonty leader, and he was sure of 
winning by a margin of seven votes I was a httle doubtful 
when I left him Now he is defeated Borah, Johnson and 
McAdoo were the outstanding opponents of that mild move in 
the direction of world co operation Borah has long been silly 
about foreign relations , Johnson has howled about debts due 
to the Umted States as though our states had not repudiated 
hundreds of millions due to European creditors, and McAdoo 
IS reported to be under the Hearst banner 

My first reaction was to wnte the State Department asking if 
it would not be wise for me to Tcsign m protest against Senate 
minority domination of American foreign policy It would bre 
ate a sensation, but it would give me the chance to say to the 
country how foolish it seemed to me for our people to denounce 
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minority dictatorships in Europe and then allow a minority of 
men, largely under Hearst ant^ Coughlin mfluence, to rule the 
United States in such an important matter. 


Fehruaiy j.* Friday. I saw Judge Walton Moore, and he ad- 
vised against resignation. He said, *‘Wc must all fight our cause 
out tojthe end and stick together.’* He said that was Secretary 
Hull’s position too. -But Moore added : “I have never felt quite 
so discouraged. Our recovery work is apt to fail if our foreign 
policy is dictated by the Senate minority and I see no way to 
circumvent that group.” 

I said: If I were the President I would await a strategic 
moment and, then appeal to the country for entrance into the 
League of Nations. After that I would have the Democratic 
majority present a joint resolution and press it through both 
houses. I would challenge all my opponents and have a definite 
line-up, even if I had to refuse to run a second time. 

Moore was quite struck by this and wondered whether Roose- 
velt had really made up his mind as to the importance of better 
tvorld relations. I. was also doubtful whether the President tvas 
really concerned, whether the so-called “economic nationalist” 
idea of some of his “brain trusters” had not won him over, or 
at least 'confused his thinking a little. Moore was very anxious 
for me to* see the President. I wrote Secretary McIntyre of 
the ^VhitC'House to let Roosevelt know we are sailing Febru- 
ary 14 and that if he \vished to see me I was ready to call. 
However, I was not too oplimisUc. 

At 6 o’clock, I was with Representative Lewis, most coura- 
geous member of the House I know. He offered a day or two 
ago a joint resolution to the House to overrule' the Senate 
• decision against the World Court. He showed me .his pre- 
^ Timinary speecli andl told him a good deal about the German, 
Italian and Japanese dictatorships and their menace to the 
whole modem world. He was much interested and said he 
would wage his battle the best he could. I think the House 
could be rallied almost unanimously if the President’s support 
were given to Lervis. ^ 


abb (old Lems that Hcant has been supporting and 
Mussolini for five or sbt years. I give Um nn account 


of the 
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Hearst visit to Berlin last September and his reported bar- 
gain ivith Goebbels under whicl^ the German Propaganda Mm 
istry IS to have all the Hearst European news^t the same time 
It goes over to the Umted States Leivis vowed utmost secrecy 
unless he could ^t the facts from somebody else I took the 
nsk in the hope of rendenng him some aid in his struggle 

Leaving Representative Lewis, I drove to Georgetoivn to 
dine ivith Rexford Tugwell, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, 
though he knows httle of agnculture A certain well knoivn 
senator was one of the guests, several others included Repre- 
sentatives Carter (Mass ) and Frank (IlL) and Senator Josiah 
Bailey (North Carolina) From the very beginmng, this senator 
''attacked Roosevelt He was angry with the President because 
lie had not backed Senator Cutting, a former supporter of 
Roosevelt He was also disgruntled because Roosevelt had not 
agreed with the Progressive group on huge appropnations 
which would have led to naUonal bankruptcy He claimed that 
" he and Huey Long, the pirate of Louisiana, had caused Roose- 
velt’s nomination m 1932 

The attitudes of this man were amazing He talks like a 
National Sociahst He would stop trade ivith Europe He ad 
vocated German dommation of ail Europe, our domination of 
the Americas, and Japanese domination of the Far^ast He 
wishes to sec England dommated by Germany, ivith Canada 
falling naturally to the Umted States Most of the people at 
the dinner agreed with this big busmess idea of three great 
world powers uniting and dominating smaller peoples like tlic 
Poles and the Dutch It seemed to be based upon hatred of 
England and France, on ignorance of Uie teachings of histor>, 
and on indincrcncc to the cultural appeals of such peoples as 
the English the French and the Dutch, not to'mention the 
great German intellectual clement now so helpless 

I departed ivith a sense of surprise wondering wlictlicrthcy 
really meant what they advocated But the senator must hate 
been sincere when he said he had persuaded Long to vote 
igiunst the World Court idea about which Long knew nodung 
J remarked at a quiet moment that I would not speak to Long 
He said “^Ve shall soon be sihooung up people here, like 
Hitler docs ” 
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February 2. Saturday'. I called on Secretary Hull at 10 o’clock. 
After talking ajnoracnt, Secretary Moore came in. It was a 
rather sad half hour we had together. Hull said: “I>hope you 
won’t resign even if you can do nothing now in Berlin. We 
* also are helpless. All peoples arc economically crazy, and our 
people are being misled all the time. I cannot sec how domestic 
recovery can come any%vhcre so long as international relations 
^remain so chaotic.^’ At n o’clock I returned by automobile 
slowly to our remote mountain home which serves me as my 
one retreat from a crazy world. 


February 6 . Wedrusday. I drove slowly do^^n to Washington 
to lunchAvith the President. He was far more cheerful and 


optimistic than I or anyone in the State Department had been. 

I repeated in confidence tlie senator’s statements at Mr. 
Tugwell’s on February 1 : that he had actually persuaded 
Senator Long to vote against the World Court resolution, and 
that he had talked of our coming “shooting«up game.” But 
I did not give the senator’s name. Roosevelt at once said: 

"It sounds hke Senator X .” I did not say yes or no— though 

he had guessed right— niercly that the conversation had been 
confidential. 

The President went on: L.ong plans to be a candidate of the 
Hitler for tlie presidency in 1936. He thinks he’will have 
a hundred votes in the Democratic convention. Then he will set 


up as an independent with Southern and mid-westem Progres- 
sives, Senator X and others. Thus he hopes to defeat the 

Democratic party and put in a reactionary' Republican. That 
would bring the country to such a state by 1940 that Long 
thinks he would be made a dictator. There arc in fact some 

that way. But Cutting of New Mexico wants the presidcivey too 
He paid tremendous sums in order not to be defeated for the 
Senate last fall. He wll divide the Progressives and perhans 
defeat Long. Thus it is an ominous situation. ^ 

I then talked about Giiinan arTaits. Hitler's attitude and the 
possible return of Germany to the League ofNations. 1 added • 
Vottr recommendation on January 30, 
the Umted btates would have made this certain tk-, Govern 
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ment’s prestige would have been raised immensely, and Amen- 
can commercial relations would have been greatly improved 
Roosevelt agreed but-did not seem too regretful about the 
Senate vote I had the feeling that he had not pressed the case 
strongly 

I told him Hearst had really done the stunt, and that I 
believed Hearst to be an ally of Na2i Germany I told Jnm I 
would send him proof of Hearst’s help of the Italian dictator- 
ship when I got back to Berhn He said he would be greatly 
interested After a few minutes’ talk about the foreign service 
and a htlle about the waste of Amencan diplomats (he said, 
J'Smcc Theodore Roosevelt’s tune, nch men have iiyured the 
service by enormous expenditures”), I bade him farewell and 
cmphasizdd my hopes of his success 

I have the feeling, however, that I am m a position m Ger- 
many m which’ nothing can be done No amoimt of optimism 
relieves my doubts Since the January 30 vote of the Senate, a 
minority of old timers m the Senate %viiJ insist on guiding 
Amencan foreign policy. ' 

Februa^ 5 Friday I lunched today witli the Senate Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations Borah was absent, but Robmson, 
Johnson, George and others were present Johnson began tlie 
conversations by alluding to the fabitics of wntten history^ Tim 
gave me an opportunity and I referred to the debt payments 
under Washington and the repudiations of 1830 to 1850 The 
California Senator pretended not to be surpnsed When I svas 
asked about European relations, I said Tlie Senate’s action on 
the World Court was a great blunder It set back our com- 
mercial relations and prevented our asking Germany to account 
for her treaty violations of last summer before a body ^vlllch 
might not enforce payment of damage but which iNOuld_gne 
world publicity to the matter, gi\c the Umted States great 
barguning advantage, and enhance Uie government’s prenige 
by 50 per cent all over the svotld 

.Rhluawm, jjnjdjsitvap A\\r SnvMi 

agreed at once Bulkicy of Ohio also agrcctl though he revealed 
an tsolatiomsi's atutude which surprised me a little. Senator 
George of Georgia also agreed but later argued for a hmtec- 
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tionist policy ^vhIctl Democrats arc supposed always to oppose 
Before we adjourned I was told that i\^0 Senators had voted 
against the World Court adhesion butvhen they saw that the 
President’s resolution was going to be defeated any\vay they 
cliangcd to the other side They had voted to please their con- 
stituents who did not know much about the subject This is 
one of the cak spots in Amencan democracy I had the feeling 
as tlie luncheon broke up that a real discussion of the merits 
of foreign relations would have changed the Senate’s attitude, 
i f , if there had been a real presentation of the facts and their 
probable consequences to the Foreign Relations Committee 
There was some urgent matter before the Senate ahd all 
the members of the committee burned to their places to vote 
A little later Senator Bulkley introduced me lo,Senator Nye, 
who discussed his armaments investigation iqost intelligently 
He was far better informed about foreign attitudes than I had 
expected He surprised me when he said “Secrctanes Hull and 
Roper have helped me very freely and have only warned 
against publicity which might prevent their representatives 
abroad from obtaining information so much needed ’ TIic 
press had given the public the impression that Hull and Roper 
had tried to prevent information from going to the committee 
which Nye headed Nye impressed me as a true public servant 
f 

February 13 Wednesday I lunched today in New York with 
Adolph Ochs and the staff of the Jfew Tork Times John Finley 
and eight or ten other distinguished newspaper folk were pre- 
sent Tha conversauon was most interesting , nearly everyone 
on the Times was familiar with the European situation The 
simple directness of Ochs, the owner of the Times, was inter- 
esting There was no evidence of any scctanan anger 

F,lma,yt4 Thmsdqj, VVe are on our way back to the cnucal 

post m Berlin The ocean u expected to be stormy aeain 
though we arc hoping for a better sea than in December ’ 


r.tao’ rj S^turd^y At last we are here, and the delicate 
work of watching md earefuHy doing nothing begins I am not 
happy I feel the constant nsk of ncyer finishing my Old South 
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Fepruaiy s6 Tuesday • Today 12 o’clock I ^vas at the 
Foreign Office to pay'customary respects to Secretary vOn Neu- 
rath I gave 2 um special greetings from Secretary Hull, and he 
was most cordial, more so tlian at any other time since I came 
here in July, 1933 I wondered ifhc had heard the rumour that 
I was not coming back to Berlin and that Washington >vould 
leave the position vacant indefinitely, a report ;vhich a Wash- 
ington newspaper man had told me he had from Berhn by wire 

Von Neurath discussed frankly the cntica! economic and 
social situation here, saying it could not endure long unless 
world trade improved I agreed that I feared similar troubles 
lay ahead in the United States unless world trade improved 
He was specially strong in his approval of President Roose- 
vcli*s plan of recovery, and fearful of the Senate’s opposition, 
which he said was qmte similar to the Reichstag behaviour pre- 
cedmg the Hitler putsch So much was said that I returned at 
once and wrote a summary to Washington ^Von Neurath said 
he was afraid our political deals between one secuonal interest 
and another against real national interests might cause the 
overthrow of democracy in the United States 

March z* Friday We went tonight to our first formal diplo- 
matic dinner at the Soviet Ambassador’s palace, the greatest of 
all the'Siplomatic mansions in Berlin, more elaborate cvemthan 
the famous old Hindenbuig palace on the Wilhelmstrassc 
where Bismarck hved for a time There sverc forty guests. Von 
Neurath being the guest of honour, \vithkFran90is-Poncct, 
French Ambassador, next in rank I had met most of the 
people, but I could not remember half of them Poor Enc 
Kleiber, the conductor who had been dismissed in 0 cccmbcr, 
was present He vs a Hebrew, though he had made lus peace 
with the regime here and we thought him safe He'uas dis- 
missed because he allowed a piece of music wnttciT by a Jew to 
be given in one of his concerts in the Staaisopcr He hung on 
to me a little and Von Neurath noticed it Kleiber goes to the 
famous Salzburg festival next summer 

March 4 Monday All our staff mcluding the attach^ uent 
with "us to be presented formally to Uic new Japanese Ambas- 
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sador here. It was the usual, formal, useless afiair attended^ by 
about .500 people. ,Thc Mirilster of Uroguay, under some ex- 
citement, called me aside to ..say he Jiifd news of a Japanese 
commission in Chaco jrying to buy oil lands and settle 80,000 
families there. He asked me to wire Washington. I was doubt- 
ful but listened. 

March 5. Tuesday. We dined this evening svith Von BUlow 
and a group of ten or twelve Germans. Tinance Minister von 
Schwerin-Krosigk was the most distinguished of the guests. The 
only noteworthy bit of conversation I had was^ with Von Blilow 
and La Bougie, Minister from Argentina. The topic was Hit- 
ler’s refusal yesterday to rective Sir John Simon who ^vas due 
here for a conference about -armament control and aircraft 
limitation. MacDonald, the British Prime Minister, had »an- 
nounced in a White Book yesterday that the German people 
were preparing their youth for war and that England must, 
therefore, arm to -the limit of her ability to defend herself 
against possible attack. This so affronted Hitler that he con- 
tracted a deep cold and cabled Sir John Simon, Foreign Secre- 
tary under MacDonald, not to come to Berlin t 
"Tins had made a sensadon of the first order. 1 remarked to 
Von BUlow that I agreed that the English Prime Minister had 
made a blunder, but that if I had been the responsible^official 
herd^ I would have met Sir John with a big official delega- 
tion at^the railway station and given him a cordial greeting. 
Von Billow looked nonplussed for a moment and the'n re- 
plied: *‘I incline'’ to agree with you; it would have compelled 
, the British to apolo^ze and be agreeable.” The Argentine Min- 
istcr'^so agrfeed 'ivith me. IVhcn I said good evening to Von 
BqIoW he repeated : “You and I always agree.” I was not quite 
sure he meant it, but two or three times when we have debated 
American demands about debts wc have actually been in agree- 
, ment. He is a representauve of the old aristocracy and is 
thought to be uncomfortable in his present high position. 

March 7. Thursday. I went to the Kaiserhof Hotel to hear 
the Labour Front leader, Ley, talk about German labour diffi- 
culties. I sat down with the Cuban Miruster at a quiet side 
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table,-where beer was promptly served. In a Httle while Rosen- 
berg, under whose direction thcs^ mcetings.are held about once 
a month, came to gre^t me and ask me to join him at his table 
where high officials sat. The table was occupied and I asked to 
be excused as I liked a quiet comer. It seemed satisfactory. 

The lecture was not urdike Rust’s address early in December, 
rather cheap, with no real discussion of basic troubles here or 
elsewhere. Three times Ley emphasized the idea that all Ger- 
man workers must never Forget that they are soldiers orving 
absolute obedience to the state and permitted to have little 
thought of their earnings. Personal dignity and self-sustenance 
were not mentioned. “The employer, under the Nazi regime, 
does not think of his great plant, 4iis machines or his earnings; 
he thinks his greatest obligation is to give work to his employees, 
and render service to Germany. The labourer is absolutely loyal 
to his employer and has no idea of resisting or of orgamzing 
for strikes.” There may be some people of these qualitieff’bul 
I do not believe half what Ley said. There is no way, however, 
to leam the truth since no one dares express his convictions. »• 

Mauk 8, Fridc^. My wife and I dined with the FUnten- 
bergs, a wealthy banker family living in a beautiful home on 
the old Konigin Augusfastrassc, not far from us. Dr. Ktihlmann, 
former Cabinet member, wealthy head of great steel plants in 
the Saar Territory and a clever writer for American periodicals, 
was one of the guests. Another was Max Warburg, so uneasy 
last August or September when he visited rftc in the Embassy. 
His brother is Felix Warburg of New York. Both arc bankers 
of great wealth. Warbuig seemed quite secure this evening. 
His brother was not so confident when I saw him in New York 
onjanuary 17 . ‘ ‘ 

There were other guests claiming to be friends of Dr. 
Schacht, as they indicated more than once. One oFthem, also a 
bank president in Berlin, remarked that Hitler's attiiude towards 
paying debts contracted under the Bruening regime, his prede- 
cessor, was like the Soviets’ attitude ^towards debts contracted . 
with the United States by the Kerensky regime. Both believed 
it was an honour not to pay them. I wonder whether this is not 
also Schacht’s attitude. The best of tlie Germans find it impos* 
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sible to forgive the United States for participating in the World 
War. The Germans do not discuss this, even friends like 
Oncken, Marcks or Windelband, but they feel that a great 
victory over all Europe was denied them. So the debts due to 
the United States, though contracted after 1924, are really of 
doubtful obligation,' so far as the National Socialist ilation is 
concerned. ,* 

March' ii. Monday. I .drove out to Professor Hermann 
Oncken’s, where I met an interesting crowd last autumn. He 
told me that one of his students, only twenty-nine years old 
but an influential Party member, had violently attacked a book 
of his some time' ago because of a description of the Cromwell 
regime which seemed to parallel the Hitler autarchy here. The 
attack was given wide publicity and Rosenberg, the editor of 
BtcbachUr, official organ of the Nazi Party, in- 
* tervened tvith Rust and caused Oncken to be retired from his 
.^position as head of the history department in the University 
' of Berlin. But the protest of university students was so nearly 
unanimous when his “retirement” was announced that Rust 
withdrew the recall for the rest of the winter semester. How- 
ever, he docs not know whether he is to go on with his work 
in the coming spring semester or not. 

Oncken is perhaps the foremost hbtorian in Germany and 
his “retirement” without reference to his health condition or 
his own wishes will be widely discussed in the United States. 
I do* not think Oncken is in any way radically opposed to the 
present regime, now that it has swung so completely over to 
the conservative side. He does, however, insist on a professor’s 
right to publish a book without submitting it for the approval 
of the government. 

Professor Oncken said, however, that nearly all university 
people in Germany arc uneasy and that they are writing him 
their sympatliies and approval. He also added that the univer- 
sity people are allying themselves wth the Lutheran Church 
- ^ and cont^ending for the rights of free teaching and preaching 
He expects another struggle during the next few months 

I am inclined to think Hitler wUl side with Rosenberg whose 
constant preaching of a new Gcnnan Christianity— the worship 
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of Wotan and other ancient German gods — is the netv Nazi 
religion Gunously enough, the defeat of Rosenberg’s revenion 
to German barbansm*depends on the Roman Catholics’ support 
of Lutheranism The Pope is m a tight place He must help 
Lutherans and Lutheran umvcrsitics to save Cathohcism m 
Germany At the same time he must support Nazi philosophy 
m the hope of dcfeatmg Communism m Russia and checLwg 
the advance of socialism in France and Spain 

March 16 Saturday Today’s German papers are full of 
violent denunciaUons of the French anxiety revealed m Pre- 
mier Flandm’s speech yesterday before the French Chamber 
of Deputies Flandm’s speech and French approval of the plan 
to increase the French army by doubhng the term of each 
soldier’s service were both replies *to Goenng’s announcement 
last Monday of mcreased air tnumng here for defence against 
bombing planes All German papers, acting upon instructions 
from the government, declared that the French act ivas a scrap- 
ping of European disarmament I think the Goenng air pn> 
gramme u truly belligerent but France, Italy and England 
have armed in violation of the Versailles Treaty too 

However, tins afternoon a Jfew Tork Times correspondent 
called to tell me that at 5 o’clock the German Propaganda Min- 
istry officials had called in all tl»c press people to inform the 
world that Germany had begun to reorganize the Reichsivclir 
into a standing army of 400,000 to 500,000 men TIus seems 
to have excited the press people, but tlie >sork has been going 
on for at least a year Tins is the German reply to the French 
decuion of yestcriay that they would increase their strength 
All this adds to the significance of tlie coming Sir John Simon 
Visit on March 26 This is what Von Wiegand sa>s is a repeti- 
tion of the events preceding *914 when the British sent a 
Cabinet official here to know nbat the Germans meant by 
increasing their army and nav> at that time I picked up the 
facts from newspaper folk, for no official note had been sent 

\lve Embassy when 1 1^, and caWed them \t> Washmgtoa 

March ry Sujiday After an hour m the Chancery office, I 
drove waih Captain Kepplcr, our Naval Aitacli^, and Captain 
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Crockett, enthusiastic Military Attach^', to the famous Staatsoper 
on Unter d^Lindcn to hear a talk about the fallen heroes of 
Germany— a sort of German Decoration Day service. As I 
entered the reservation for the diplomatic corps, Von Bassewitz 
showed me to the ranking place in tlie box._^ asked ; Is not the 
French Ambassador here? **No, nor the Nuncio, he replied. 
Being seated some ten minutes I was a little troubled by the 
absence of all ambassadors except myself. 

The papers this morning had announced that the French, 
English, Italian and Polish representatives had been before tlie 
Chancellor to hear an ofEcial declaration of his enlargement of 
the army. It noiv occurred to me that they had all agreed not 
to come. Why had not the British informed me? We had for 
more than a year co-operated in most matters of this sort. Also 
thejapanese Ambassador was not present. Why? The Japanese 
are knmvn to approve of German attitudes. I suspect it was 
hinted to him by the German Foreign Office not to come. He 
would be count^ an ally. I was the only one of whom no com- 
plaint could be made on cither side. So here I was. 


March 18. Mond^. Monsieur Bcrard came to see me at my 
request at 12 o’clock. He said his government was pressing 
actively for an agreement bcUveen England, France and Italy 
to^present a united protest against German military prepara- 
tions. His ambassador ^vas even thinking of recommending the 
withdrawal of the ambassadors of those coimtries if the Ger- 
mans continued violations of the Treaty of Versailles. I said 
half jokingly: I believe I would ask to be recalled too, if those - 
three powers withdraw. However, England has already indi- 
cated a disposition to send Sir John Simon, her Foreign 
Secretary, here in a fe^v days, notwithstanding the affronts of 
the tew days. This gitady perturbs the French. Italy is 
reported to be co-operating with France. 

At 5.30 I called on Dr. Schacht to ask him what he had 
learned at Basle when he had met wth the international bankers 
^ to discuss tlie tangled financial situation. He reported that 
hlonta^ Norman, head of the Bank of England, was in favour 
of siabiliamg the pound and dollar, but that the British Treas- 
ury was opposed. This means the British Government is using 
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the cheap pound in orderto compete with American industrial- 
bts who are tf^ng to capture British colonial trade, having 
already a monopoly of the American home market. The cheap 
pound is a means of competing svith American high tarifis. 
Schacht ^yas not optimistic. He said: “In case there is no stabil- 
ization, we shall have an economic crash next October,” I am 
not of contrary opinion though my knowledge of the compli- 
cated financial structure ofjnodcm society is so vague that I 
cannot have definite convictions. • 

Turning to Schacht, who seemed to wish to talk about gen- 
eral subjects, I said : How about the um'versal military service 
which ^vas decreed yesterday? He replied : “It means peace for 
Europe. My son is now serving his year and all Germans must 
do this for the security of their country.” I reported the mih'- 
tary show which I had witnessed yesterday. But he said, “This 
doesn’t mean war.” This is absolutely contrary to his earnest 
statement to me last autumn. 

He then added: “Hitler quoted Wilson’s Fourteen' Points 
as a bid for a European conference on that basis; will* your 
country enter such a conference?” I expressed doub^ithough 
I did not disagree with him as to the world-wide benefits of 
American co-operation in a t.caguc conference. I told him the 
President had favoured co-operation \vith the League but that 
public opinion in the United States seemed to ‘be hostile. I 
mentioned the Senate’s vote on the World Court on January 30, 
but I did not consider that as indicating public opinion ac- 
curatdy, Hearst having made a great row and scared some 
Senators. Schacht re-emphasized Hitler’s use of the Fourteen 
Points and seemed to think it Avas really serious. I thought it 
was simply to irritate France. 

‘At 8.30 I asked Bdrard to call a moment at our house. He 
came-in hurriedly Just as we finished dinner. I ivished to refer 
to the confidential talk I had had today, which I did. I gave 
him in all confidence Schacht’s statement about Hitler’s refer- 
ence to ,the Fourteen Points. Bdrard said : “I never trast 
ScAachfi ” was hurrying off' to Fhris with instractforts 

from his ambassador. 

March zi. Thwsday. Events have remained exciting for the 
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last tsNO dap, Etigland agreeing to send Sir^ohn Simon to 
Berlin next Sunday and Germany agreeing that Hitler svill 
discuss svorld peace matters, possibly a disarmament conference. 
Trance and Italy made their protests today and the German 
Foreign OlTicc replied in such a way as to try to scp.iraic tlic 
two Latin powers. ILe Freneb Ambassador was treated a little 
coldly and the public given to undcr3t.and this. 

Learning this morning that a French economic journal had 
published an article saying I had sent the President a twenty- 
page survey of Germany and prcdictctl an economic collapse 
next April, I svrotc a note to the French Ambassador asVing 
if it were possible tliai Monsieur Bdrard had given out any- 
thing like that after convcnations we had had. In the afternoon 
Monsieur Bdrard came to the ofltcc and denied all responsibility 
for the story. He had just returned from Paris ond had not 
seen the sensational article. 1 was then convinced that he had 
not been responsible. Hut (he article claimed that our Embassy, 
on the basis of a scientific surs'cy, had warned the United States 
against continued tnvatments, predicting Hitler would continue 
in power only a few years, that w’ar was in prospect and that 
collapse was coming. I gave a slaicmcni to the press people 
that 1 had sent no such document, and at C o’clock, after I had 
returned to the house, the Havni agency called asking for a 
statement to send to P.aris. Tliis I gave, though I added Uiat 
we sent economic studies each month, but without any sucli 
I prophecies as to a definite collapse. 1 cannot imagine how this 
story got out for it is said to have come from a Frcncli corre-' 
spondent here. >. 

March 33. Friday. At q o’clock my wife and I tvent.. as. Pr.nsr. 
Hanfstacngl’s guests, to Mussolini’s play called vit Umi^dud. 
Days^;x description of Napoleon’s last phase. We were in the* 
same box with Madame Cerruti. The film shotved horv the 
Italians and Germans regard their leaders as modem Napoleons. 
The audience was not displeased and Napoleon, 'Tjortrayed by 
a German actor, Krauss, received much, but not wild, applause. 

When 1 was a student ot Leipzig, I noticed a Gcrman-crcctcd 
monument of Napoleon on the field of that famous slaughter 
and I also noticed that professors regarded lnm''hs a model 
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the cheap pound m orderto compete wth Amcncan industnal- 
isis who are trying to capture British colonial trade, having 
already a monopoly of the Amcncan home market The cheap 
pound IS a means of competing tvith Amcncan high tanffs 
Schacht \vas not optimistic He said “In case there is no stabil 
izalion, we shall have an economic crash next October ” I am 
not of contrary opinion though my knowledge of the compli* 
cated financial structure of modem society is so vague that I 
cannot have definite convictions *■ 

Turning to Schacht, ivho seemed to ivish to talk about gen 
eral subjects, I said How about the umveisal military service 
which was decreed >estcrday’ He replied “It means peace for 
Europe My son is now serving Im year and all Germans must 
do tins for the security of their country *’ I reported the mill 
tary show which I had witnessed yesterday But he said, “This 
doesn’t mean war ’’ This 1$ absolutely contrary to his earnest 
statement to me last autumn 

He then added ' Hitler quoted \ViJson’s Fourteen Points 
as a bid for a European conference on that basis, will your 
country enter such a conference? ’ I expressed doubt^ithough 
I did not disagree with him as to the world wide benefits of 
Amcncan co operation m a League conference I told him the 
President had favoured co operation with the League but that 
pubbe opmion in the United States seemed to be hostile I 
mentioned the Senate’s vote on the World Court on January 30, 
but I did not consider that as indicating pubbe opinion ac 
curately, Hearst having made a great row and scared some 
Senators Schacht re emphasized Hitler’s use of the Fourteen 
Points and seemed -to think it was really serious I thought it 
was simply to imtate France 

At 8 30 I asked Bdrard to call a moment at our house He 
^mc in hurnedly just as wc finished dinner I ivished to refer 
to the confidential talk I had had today, which I did I gave 
him in all confidence Schacht s statement about Hitler s refer 
cnce to the Fourteen Points B&ard said * I never trust 
Schacht B^rard was hurrying off to Pans ivjth instructions 
from his ambassador 


March si Thursday Events have remained exciting for the 
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last t%vo days, England agreeing to send Sir John Simon to — 
Berlin next Sunday and Germany agreeing that HiUer will 
discuss norld peace matters, possibly a disarmament conference. 
France and Italy made their protests today and Jhc. German 
Foreign Office replied in such a way as to try to ^‘paratc the 
two Latin powers; The French Ambassador was treated a little 
coldly and the public given to understand this. 

Learning this moirdng that a French economic journal had 
published an article saying I had sent the President a twenty- 
page survey of Germany and predicted an economic collapse 
next April, I v/rotc a note to the French Ambassador asking 
if it were possible that Monsieur B^rard had given out any- 
thing like that after conversations wc had had. In the afternoon 
Monsieur Berard came to the office and denied all responsibility 
for the story. He had just returned from Paris and had not 
seen, the sensational article. I was then convinced that he had 
not been responsible. But the article claimed that our Embassy, 
on the basis of a scientific survey, had warned the United States 
against continued investments, predicting Hitler would continue 
in power only a few years, that war was in prospect and that 
collapse was coming. I gave a statement to the press people 
that 1 had sent no such document, and at 6 o’clock, after I had 
returned to the house, the Havas agency called asking for a 
. statement to send to Paris. This I gave, though I added that 
we sent economic studies each month, but without any such 
/ prophecies as to a definite collapse. I cannot imagine how this 
story got out for it is said to have come from a French corrC-^ 
spondent here. % . . * 


March S3. Fridaj/. At 9 o'clock my wife and I went, as Enit 
Hanfstaengl’s guests, to Mussolini’s play called The Hundred 
Days—n. description of Napoleon’s last phase. We were in the* 
same box with Madame Ccmiti. The film'shoived how the 
Italians and Germans regard thar leaders as modem Napoleons 
The audience ivas not displeased and Napoleon, ■portrayed by 
a Ge^n actor, Krauss, received much, but not wild, anplause 
When I was a studentat Leipzig, I noticed a German-erected 
monument of Napoleon on the field of that famous slaughter 
and I also noticed that professors regarded himVas a inodel 
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leader and commander Ifonly he had been a German' Hitler 
now regards himself as a Napoleon abolishing democratic gov- 
ernments all over Germany and making Germany the dominat- 
ing power m Europe Hanfetacngl thinks' he is advancing 
own rating'with his Fuehrer by giving these shows to great 
masses of peo'ple I am not sure the Germans will really like 
The Hundred Days ^ 


Marches Monday This mormng the Japanese Ambassador 

called He pressed me to call with him at the British Emba^y 
and ask for an interview with Sir John Simon to learn w at 
was being planned about the German navy and a possible Rus- 
sian pact I talked as agreeably as I could but dechned an 
immediate answer to his request I would not think j, 

ivith him on such a mission It would make a sensation all over 
the Umted’^tates , , ' 

It was dearer than ever to me ••'ere is “ 
between Germany and Japan German 

or lunching rvith Goenng. ° W 

officials the last few days He referred to them m “ 
inc nersonal vanity and satisfacuon I would not have aUuded 
to mTappoimm^ts if I had made them I have 'mbneuve 
"distaste of shaking hands vnth such men, even 
consider themselves modem Caesars I suspected O'' 
Ambassador or his government had planned to 
be manreuvred mto this posiUon He went away bow ng and 
scraping in protocol style I promised to^call lum m 

“any-prospect of seeing Sir John Simon 

At 8 30 we appeared m the elaborate palace of the 
Minister td^dine There were about forty guests at tabic, . 

" in lull dress There was the usual cordiality but no talk of\aIuc 
' Later in the evening, situng at a table with the host, a German 
general, the Swiss Minister and one other German, I said m 

humorous strain I had a strange dream Sunday night "What 

\vzs It? ’ Slid the Swiss I said It might be dangerous to tell 
"Oh, no, no," were the replies I then siid thit I hid drcimed 
that the Hohenrollcms had been restored md that I had a 
talk with Uic Crown Pnnee on the throne or ncir it 

The Belgian was silent , the Swiss seemed puzzled Dut llic 
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Germai general commented that Von Blomberg had paid no 
tribute to the Kaiser or the Crown Prince at the mcmonal 
service Sunday, although he>ad complimented the famous 
LudendorfF, now.dn enemy of Hitler, and lauded Von Hindcn- 
. burg’s military services. Von Blomberg, the general jaid, had 
thought of praising the Kaiser but had purposel^omittcd it 
at'thc time. The'gcneral said Von Blomberg was entirely in 
s^pathy tvith the Hohen2olIems. 

"March 27. Wednesday. This aUcmoon we gave a reception 
to about 250 German official and private folk and to the diplo- 
matic corps. It was not disagreeable, though tiresome. Most 
official Germans gave all kinds of excuses for not being able to 
be present, part of which were perfectly honest, as I judge, but 
irsome were not. 

The most* distinguished of the German guests was the wcll- 
knoNNTi General von Hammerstcin who slipped out of Berlin 
last June lest he be murdered, according to stories told me at 
th?tbhc..He seemed comfortable and would have talked freely 
if there had been time and a chance to sit in a quiet comer. 

March 31. Smday. 1 was in bed all day yesterday. Today I 
went to the Embassy office and found it too cold, as I did most' 
of last week. A German janitor can hardly imagine keeping 
the temperature at 24'’ Centigrade or 75® Fahrenheit to be 
important, espeaally if he must rise early in the morning. I 
* gave him another warning and came home. 

Rabbi Laxaron of Baltimore, a generous, humane man who 
is in Berlin in the hope of helping his people but fearful that he 
may be ordered out of the country— I am alsc^lunched with 
us. Others were the famous Hoctzsch, my classmate at Leip-, 
zig, whose recent work on the diplomatic correspondence on the - 
Russian side in the World War was featured in the London * 
Times last week, and Dr. Richter, formerly Minister of Educa- 
tion, with his wife. * 

They vrac most imerrating id svitty conversationalists. 
Renter s father-in-law^ Professor Schmitt, was rector of the 
' of Berlin for a time under the Ebert regime. Richter 

himsdf was dismissed from the university -faculty in 1933 
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because he was not in sympathy with the Hitler programme 
Hoet2sch was a member of the Reichstag under'the republic 
but IS now very guarded in all his references to controversial 
subjects He will be entitled to a pension from the university 
in a year^or two unless he publishes some book or article which 
puts him in bad, which is very difficult to avoid since he is an 
internationalist of wide reputation 

Poor Lazaron revealed great concern because so many 
wealthy Jews have surrendered to the Nazi leadership and are 
influential finanaal aids to Dr Schacht Xvho thinks their assist- 
ance ;s very important in the present economic situation 

April 4 Thursday 1 received a telegram from Secretary 
Hull asking whether war in Europe is imminent I had an 
engagement with Von Neurath at 12 o’clock to speak about a » 
minor matter So I decided to see Sir Enc Phipps, whose office 
IS near the German Foragn Office, at 1 1 30 He happened to 
be free In the conversation it was made clear that the visits of 
Sir John Simon and the young Eden had been of negative 
value ' 

Hitler had sat m the conference m his brown shifted S A 
uniform, the others all m civilian clothes Hitler made it clear 
he would not agree to the so called "eastern Locarno pacts” or 
guarantees of existing boundanes between Germany, Poland, 
thelittle Baltic states and Russia But he said he would not go 
to war, only insist upon treaties being kept As to the annexa- 
^tion of Austria, he voived that there would be no German ag- 
gression However, he insisted on the same right to send help 
to his cohorts there as the Italians had sent to theirs, both coun- 
tries being engaged simultaneously m rival propaganda As to 
Russian-Gcrman co operation. Hitler said there was no possi- 
' )«lity Most of these points I had telegraphed to Washington 
Sir Erie simply confirmed them and indicated once more grave 
doubts as to the maintenance of peace m Europe One tiling u 
certain Hitler aims at war When he ivill strike depends on 
preparations and a proper incident 

At 12 I sat down for a talk wth Von Neurath After 
oflenng him the twenty-one volume diary and documents pre- 
pared some years ago by Hunter Miller, Imtoncal advucr to t 
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the State Department, and receiving Iiis cordial thanks, I raised 
the question of German military policy. I told him first how 
general is the feeling in the United States tliat Germany aims 
to go to war relativdy soon. He votVed there is no move towards 
war. He pretended great concern that Mussolini should have 
almost doubled the strength of the Italian army* by recent 
orders', also that Mussolini should have published a statement 
two days agq demanding the encirclement of Germany and 
blaming England for not uniting svith France and Italy to make 
it possible. In spite of this he said we shall have a general peace 
agreement tvithin a few weeks. I inferred that he meant the 
coming conference at Geneva, where the League chiefs are to 
meet on April 15. 

I rcimnded Von Neurath that all Germans seem military- 
' minded, that all their public demonstrations arc in full war 
equipment. 1 also said that Germany circulated, widely, im- 
perialistic maps, that is, maps which show that the Nazi leaders 
demand the annexation of border countries like Holland, Aus- 
tria, 'phrts of Sivitzcrland and the Polish Corridor. He said 
these maps were published by irresponsible people. But I said 
they bear Gocring’s name and arc to be seen all over Germany 
in hotels and railway stations. He allowed that to be true but 
said it meant nothing as to German foreign policy. 

I said : It convinces the outside world that Germany means 
to rc-apply the old imperialist policy, not unlike that of Theo- 
dore Roosevelt. Marching evcry>vhcre in uniforms and claim- 
ing all border areas where German-speaking people live are 
strong evidences of the war spirit here. The Foreign Minister 
said*. “Iropcrialisdc talk and attitudes worry me too.” The con- 
versation lasted half an hour and it convinced me once more 
that Von Neuralh and perhaps all the higher officials qf the 
Toreign'Ufnce areliilly aware ol the dangers of Hitlerism and 
that they press for their points of view in vain. Hider really 
aims to annex all these areas and will in due time go to war 
for that purpose. - 


I came away without any vaUd assurances, just as* I left the 
Bntish Embassy wUiout bring convinced that England was 
doing anything but playing politics. Perhaps that is all the 
present government m London can do. Lloyd George is playing 
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a clever game and radical Labour is, as ahv^s, strongly pacifist 
The encirclement of Germany is at present not possible and the 
1914 situation IS reproduced in most of its features. Will Europe 
go to war’ I think not in a year or two O' 

At 4 30 I sat down to get the reactions of JFran^ois Poncet, 
the French Ambassador WiUiout telling lum that Washington 
had \vired about the danger of war, I pressed for his opinion as 
to the possibilities of the Stresa conference on*Apnl 1 1 He at 
once revealed the French exasperation at the English procedure 
of the last month He tvaj not sure what Mussolini and the 
French Foreign Minister, Laval, could do except to agree on 
encirclement of Germany as the only means of keeping the 
peace and then put the agreement before Sir John Simon Then 
he said the English would refuse and another adjournment 
would follow, leaying Germany again free to arm 
He said he did not think Hitler would precfpitate war, but 
only because be is not yet ready “We shall not have war the 
ncirt year or two unless some break comes over Austna, Daimg 
or Czechoslovakia Then Hitler would penuade the wholeGcr- 
man people to march again If England won’t join us now there 
15 going to be war ” I learned of a confidential interview with 
BeneS, about the end of March, in which the Czech Premier 
said his country would fight for its independence if their alhes 
came to their aid, othenvise, there was nothmg to do but 
capitulate to Germany’s terms of fhendship I wonder if BeneS 
doubts the validity of French and English promises 
' I went to dinner this evening at Minister La Bougie’s, of the^ 
Argentine Sitting on the right of Madame La Bougie, I heard 
from her that Goenng had given her and her husband a grand - 
dinner the lught before which indicated the present vain Nazi 
hope of winning South Atnencan countries to their side in 
the event of war She indicated confidentially her very severe 
criticism of the present regime 
On my nght sat the wife of the Swiss Minister who, on Mon 
day last, made a formal protest against the Nazi kidnapping 
vof a Jesv, named Jacob, who has been wnting able anti Nazi 
articles for the Swiss and French press the last two years Jacob 
was a German citizen before 1933 He is now in jail, to be 
tried for treason Von Bulow declared to the Smss Minister 
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that Germany would not release Jacob nor would th^ submit 
evidence l£ht JacQb had not been kidnapped, which was the 
Sisiss cl^m.Mhe German-Swss treaty of 1921 b to be ignored. 

As the Sw'k Minister’s ^vife drifted a little in her converea- 
tion fromluhjEct to subject, I said: 1 have just been reading 
' what Lecky, the great Britbh hbtorian, said about your famous 
Ztvingli and hb devotion to the idea of personal freedom, 
two hundred years before the rest of Europe recognized the 
valuable philosophy of freedom of thought and speech. She 
affected not to know anything of Zwingli ; perhaps she did not, 
for fc\v diplomats know anything of hbtory, only the mere 
conventions. 

April 5. Friday. I ^rired Secretary Hull the facts about the 
war danger here : The regime b aggressive. The responsible or 
irresponsible trio, Hitler, Goering and Goebbcls, might easily 
do a wild thing, knowing so little of past hbtory. All of them 
arc of a murderous frame of mind. The economic dilemma . 
might precipitate >var as a possible way out, but Schacht has 
ahsdlute power and this the German people so respect in any 
leader that they wll submit to other temporary solutions. 
Hence 1 thi^ no debacle b imnunent. * ' 

The PoTcagn Secretary says ; “No war,” though he b troubled 
about Mussolini. The Britbh Ambassador says : “No war in a . 
year or two but war is the purpose here.” Finally the French 
Ambassador says: “No war yet, unless some break in Danzig 
or Austria gives the regime a chance to arouse German en- 
* thusiasm.” It was a sad story; but I think a true one. If the 
telegram ^vere to be revealed as the Miller report of last 
October was, it nught greatly anger the German authorities. 

April g. Tuesday. We had been engaged for weeks to dine" 
with the Solmsscns, so we could not get to the first Goering 
wedding show at the Opera Home on time. The talk at Solms- 
scns svas in ridicule of the Naa leaders, Goering, Goebbels and 
Hess, for trying to terrorize aU Danzig people into voUng for 
azi arty control there last^ Sunday. Many violences were- 
visited upon the people who did not have Nazi flags over their“ 
houses. Consuls of some countries had their windows smashed 
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because they had not erected flags. The Nazi chiefs thought 
they would surely win 75 per cent of the vote and tlicn control 
the Danzig Council by tv\o<third$ and demand that the League 
of Nations allow Danzig to return to Germany. All reports 
show that Danzig would have voted 90 per cedt to return to 
Germany, but not while the Nazis were in power. In conse- 
quence the vote was lower than in 1933. 

Tlie criticism of the lack of w’jsdom in sending Gocring, 
Gocbbels and Hess to Danzig to overawe the people was sharp. 
There ^va3 also rather free fun-making of'the ^vedding sho^v 
that Gocring is giving tonight and tomorrow in the Cathedral. 

We had to beg to be excused after we rose from the tabje 
in order to appear at the Gocring reception in the Opera House 
at 9.15. We were sorry to leave but the French Ambassador, 
in the absence of the Nuncio, had been compelled, as he said, 
to agree to attend the wedding and advise other members of 
the diplomatic crowd to be there. Hence we had accepted the 
tickets. 

«* We atrived just in time to join the rush of guests to shake 
hands with the bride and groom, who were standing in* the 
great hall on the second floor of the Opera, The ceremony con- 
tinued for an hour. Then all went to their places and witnessed 
the completion of the opera. Krauss was the Austrian Nazi con- 
ductor brought here to lake the place of Furtwaengler, removed 
last December. Krauss gave every sign of great joy at the op- 
portunity to give a musical show for Goering. Not a judge of 
music, I cannot say whether the performance was good or not. 

I did not enjoy it. 

April IS. Friday. I learned from the French Counsellor to- 
-night that Counsellor Newton of the British Embassy went to 
the German Foreign Office to know if Germany would approve 
the French-Russian treaty of a day or two ago, as it was only 
a defence guarantee- Perhaps the Germans might then fall in 
with English demands at Stresa where the English, French 
and Italians were in conference about armaments and additional 
peace pacts. Von Neurath replied, tq_Neivton’s surprise, that 
Germany would approve, or at least not oppose, any peaceful 

^ treaty. This was telegraphed to Stresa. WhilC'this surprised the 


DECEMBER 2$, 1934 *935 -4* 

French not ^ little, it did not surprise me, since I have re- 
peatedly been toldhy the Foreign Office people that Germany 
would return to the League of Nations whenever other powers 
agreed to recognize her equal rights. , , . . t. i 

\Sc were dining at the house of the Greek Minister who had 
been in great distress, until a. week or t\vo ago, about the Vcni- 
zelos revolt in his country, so much so that he had \vithdratvn 
invitations to a dinner about the middle of March. There were 
twenty-one guests including the Russian and the Japanese Am- 
bassadors. I noticed’ the heavy silver plates on which sve were 
all served. “English silver,*’ the hostess said as I remarked its 
beauty. After the second course, I noticed the same silver plates 
come in agtdn. This is one of the common habits of diplomatic 
people to impress their guests with evidence of wealth. How far 
this goes one can only know by attending dinners. Home at 
iT.15, ^tcT a wasted evening. 


April /j, Saiurdqy. William Bullitt, Ambassador to Russia, - 
was with us today and we had a party of twelve people. The 
Russian and Folish Ambassadors and the Ministers from 
Yugoslavia and Venezuela attended. Dr. Dieckhoff and Dr. 
Hoctzsch were also with us. BulUtt still impressed me as quite 
proud of himsdf, and rather more boyish than one ^vould ex- 
pect for a man of his years. He told me of a conversation with 
the French Foreign Minister, Laval, in which the defensive 
alliance between France and Russia was discussed. It is to be 
signed on April 23. 

• A peculiar story, perhaps characteristic of Nazi Germany, 
came to me today from a reliable but secret source. It only re- 
veals what must happen in a society which permits autocracy, 
especially one commanded by three such men as rule V.ty_. 

From S.S. circles, I hear that General von Schlricher’s next 
of Un, inrited by the head of the army, General von Fritsch 
are suing the Gcrmm state for damages in connection with the 
shooUng of their distinguished kinsman last June. It wll be 
Ilf ‘ k?' Ministry refused to give back to 

A*' having ob- 

taincd them for examraatron. The day before yesterday, four 
S.S. men called on the major m the Reichsnehr Ministry in 
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whose keeping these files are hdd. At the point of a pistol they 
demanded the records. Feigning to acquiesce, he bent dotvn as 
if to take the documents out of his desk drawer but instead 
pressed an alarm button concealed there and gave them other 
papers to gain time. Shortly thereafter, the guards responded 
to the bell and came and arrested the four S.S. m*cn, took them 
to the cellar of the building and there shot th^. The ashes of 
the bodies were sent in a box to Himmler, 

April 26. Tiiisday. In view of the tense situation all over 
Europe, I went at i2 o’clock to talk with Von BtJow. He has 
impressed me as more frank and liberal than Von Neurath, but 
I can never be quite certain. We talked a half hour and I 
learned little. He said Hitler could never join an eastern 
Locarno pact for the maintenance of existing boundaries, though 
he did not use direct statements from Hitler. He was certain 
Hitler meant to maintain peace, but Soviet Russia, he said, bad 
• a treaty with Czechoslovakia whereby a vast number of Soviet 
planes could land at their air fields. “This means a close 
alliance with France and aggression against Germany. 

I said; We have information that Czechoslovakia is moving 
to^\rards the English compromise viewpoint, and is not so close 
to France as before. Von BQlow answered, “No, BcncS, the 
Prime Minister, is, as usual, deceiving your Minister at Prague. 
The Czechs are absolutely allied to France, and the nc^v 
French-Russian treaty only strengthens this alliance.’ 

I asked him if Germany would send delegates to the Rome 
Conference on May 20, called by Mussolini. He said ; “Yes, but 
we have not yet been invited.” Will you agree to Austrian 
independence? “Oh, yes, we could not stand an Anschluis, 
although we know most Austrians wish to join Germany. But 
Italy pays tlic salaries of Austrian generals and otlicr officials. 
.That is the way the government goes on.” He was not hopeful 
of results from the Rome Conference, because Bulgaria 'vill 
not co-operate svith Hungary and Rumania and because there 
can be no agreement svilh Italy and France about Austria, TIjIs 
seemed inconsistent since he had said Hitler would not ha%e an 
Anschluss with Austria. If so, then why no agreement as to 
Aus^ian independence? 
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He asked about American attitudes and I said ; Nearly every- 
body over there thinks Germany is headed for war and that 
affects our policy very seriously. He repeated the peace idea but 
remarked Aata returmng German official had said that when 
he was in ^Vashington all the papers were saying Hitler dc- 
Rianded the Corridor from Poland, the German districts in 
Czechoslovakia and Austria. The press people had gone to 
Ambassador Luther to know if this were tme and Luther had 
refused to deny it, which convinced the American people tliat 
Hitler would demand this much. Then said Von Bulow: 
Luther cabled us and we at once denied the story ; only it was 
too late as news.” 

I thought, but did not say, that this meant the Ambassador 
f did demand the areas named and hence had not 

felt free to make a denial. In my opinion, Hitler docs intend 
to take these eastern areas at the first opportunity, but he wishes 
^me other nation to make the first aggressive move. Then^ 
»udei would claim he was repelling aggression and demand 
^exauons. Von Blilow remarked that the Geneva Conference 
0 ay would not amount to anything. France would defeat 
^*^^1 Germany might propose. 

Ambassador, lipski, lunched with me and we 
P 1 hour afterward, but the only information was that 
o an , despite the pact of January, 1934, is still uneasy as to» 
er situation and must try to cel on with Germany and Russia 
*00. or there wUl be an invasion. 

The conversations of the i6th were serious 
^ugh, but events of the 1 ylh were more serious. The Stresa 
tm of England, France and Italy on the 12th had been 

Rnm but the calling of a Little Entente conference in 

thin settle the fate of Austria was*more serious 

hart h ^'^ow indicated. He had said to me that Von Papen*, 
A,„, bere on April 15 and reported that practically all 
. ^ ^ wished to be annexed to Germany. I had not 
asi^ any question on this point except: Would Germany 
patUcipaie in the Rome Coiifcrcnce and would Germany 
give up the Anschluss idea, so dear 'to' IKtler? He had 
said; '^Anschluss would be a terrible thing for Germany.” I 
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suppose he meant now Certainly all Germans I inow wish 
annexation 

I do not know what Sir Enc Phipps said on the i6th after 
my interview But yesterday I learned that on Wednesday, the 
:7th, Hitler, at Berchtesgaden in upper Bavaria, ordered Von 
Billow to ask Sir Enc to the Foreign Office and give him a re- 
buke from Hitler, to be cabled to London It is said Von Bdlow 
was violent and insulting Today the Bcrlm papers say the 
Itahan Ambassador was mcluded m the rebuke Anyivay the 
press of Pans and London is reported this morning to have 
been greatly exated, some English papers saying 10,000 air- 
planes are the only guarantees of Bntish sccunty against Nazi 
Germany 

The reason for Von Bulow’s rebuke was the unanimous ml 
mgs of the League meeting on the evening of the 1 7th and the 
morning of the i8th that Germany's armament decree of March 
16 was a violation of the Versailles Treaty ivhich could not be 
permitted again The warning clause was that if Germany 
placed any soldiers m the neutralized zone along the Rhme it 
would be considered as the beginning of war 

The situation of Europe u certainly critical, but the announce- 
ment of the details of the Frcnch-Russian Treaty as given out 
yesterday at Geneva is proof of the encirclement of Germany 
which Hitler might have Foreseen in October, 1933, when he 
suddenly left the League of Nations and ordered his first plebis- 
cite England, France, Italy and Russia are all m agreement to 
fight if Germany makes an unfriendly move anyivhcre They 
svould be tough even for a thoroughly armed Third Reich 

Moreover Belgium, Holland, Norway, Sweden and trembling 
Denmark are all on the side of England and France Perhaps 
they would not fight, except Belgium, m the case of war But 
unlike 1914—18, they would all aid England as much as they 
could in a peaceful way In my judgment, the Rome Con- 
ference should declare Austna finally and absolutely inde- 
pendent, and Rumama, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and Aus- 
tn-v should all .join a co-Q^aative. >minn>, wiih. Huntgirif and 
Bulgina sympathetic Germany tvould be helpless, and an eco- 
nomic boycott could follow if Germany should go on arming 
Nc\cr, m my opinion, has a great people been guided by a 
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less sensible group Hitler knows no history, Goenng is even 
less informed, Goebbels is utterly incompetent except m his Ger- 
man propaganda, and success in this may not be real These 
three supremely egotistical men arc supposed to be together at 
Berchtesgaden today trying to decide upon German policy, all 
pretending to think that go per cent of all Germans are behind 
them What they will do, one can hardly guess, but wisdom can 
scarcely be expected of three such men 

Apnl 20 Salurday According to the custom of diplomats 
here I uent this morning to the old Bismarck-Hindenburg 
palace to write my name in a book of congratulations to Hitler, 
President and Fuehrer of deluded, helpless Germany As I 
drove mlo the WJhelmstrasse from Unter den Linden, I noted 
that tens of thousands of Germans, men, women and children, 
stood behind ropes on both sides of the street for two whole 
blocks, waiting for a glimpse of the Fuehrer rvhenever he may 
come out of the palace where he is spending the day m confer- 
ences, 1 suppose, with officers of the Reichswehr, perhaps with 
Von Neuralh 

Entenng the hall 1 met the new Mimstcr Gie from South 
Africa m top hat and formal clothes, gloves and cane in hand 
He was a little embarrassed for me when I shook hands with 
him without gloves or top hat The Minister from unhappy and 
poverty stricken Rumania was not quite so formally dressed as 
Mr Gie In a half minute my name was on the book and 1 
drove past the soldiers again 

At 12 o’clock. Dr Goebbels delivered an address Itiswntten 
m the best German I hear or read these days He spoke over the 
radio to all Germans, also to LaUn and North Amencans who 
cared to listen I wonder how many cut their radios off I was in 
rircufficu, tasy'gtrftorg'cfiT'cispaftiiesto Washington, and conse 
quentiy had no chance to listen to the shrewd propagandist 
whose role here is so important that Hitler would not dare dis ’ 
miss him, much as the more sensible Germans hate him What 
he said about Hitler represents, however, almost exactly what 
8o per cent of the Germans think In one part of the address 
Goebbels indicated what a calamity it w6uld be if any one of 
the three ‘ unmortals,” Hitler, Goenng and Goebbels, w ere to 
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be killed I am a little surprised that he said this, since there 
are thousands of Germans who would kill the Fuehrer if they 
had a chance and pay the penalty ivith their own hves At least 
this IS common talk in indirect ways 

We sent a telegram to Washington at 5 o’clock giving the 
gist of a defiant reply of Hitler to the League of Nations mem- 
bers who voted for resolutions m which the German proclama- 
tion of March 16 was denounced Wlicrf the Chancellor-Presi- 
dent handed his document to his publicity department, he 
mounted his airplane and ivent back to Bcrchtesgaden where he 
spends more tune than here in the executive office which once 
held Bismarck so closely Hitler holds Cabinet sessions only 
occasionally, and issues decrees which the members never really 
sanction by votmg their convictions That is all he docs in his 
high office 

April so Sunday Easter Strange that Hitler’s birthday 
should happen to be the day after Good Friday Since Goenng 
was a nauonal hero last week when he was mamed-and received 
such extraordinary gifts, it was necessary to give Hitler an 
equally sensational “Heil ” So we hear today he is to receive 
from the people a gift of twenty-seven war aircraft Easter 
time* 

It turns out to be an interesting season, four days in succcs 
Sion, just after the League of Nations rebuke of Germany for 
Its rearmament challenge Fnday, the crucifixion day, Satur- 
day, Hitler’s birthday , Sunday, resurrcclion day , and Monday, 
the usual holiday Everybody in official circles here is out of 
town, most of them m South Germany I am quiet at home 
trying to put m a little time on my long delayed Old South 

April sy Thursday bad our fiist forma] dinner tonight 
^since our return from Washington, two months ago, although 
- wc had had many luncheons and dinners for groups of ten or 
t^velvc It was a party of twenty The most interesting person 
qresent. ^vas. tbn, Yiujjid.-m •thiotfi 'scv'wffj ‘yean 'OA 

but wlty and outspoken in his (un miking of the Rosenberg 
actjwly in Germany TTie Japanese Ambissidor talked i^ain 
of lus close relations with Goenng and Gocbbcls whom nearly 
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all diplomats dread to see 1 have been at Goenng’s house, a 
palace more elaborate than Hitler’s, and have had dinner at 
Goebbcls’ rather modest place Neither of them has ever been 
in our house though both had been invited a little before June 

30, 1934 

April s 6 Friday A party of some twenty young people came 
in on a sort of welcoming party for Martha ivho arrived today 
Some were interesting persons The most troubled, though it 
was wonderfully concealed, was Pnnee Louis Ferdinand, grand- 
son of the exiled Kaiser, heir to the imperial throne if it ever 
be re crea'tcd He is about twenty seven years old, tall, hand- 
some and very clever He loves to talk about Henry Ford^“a 
great administrator," he says, then about flying machines which 
he pilots in preparation for war which he hates He talks only 
to my daughter, now and then, about the Hohcnzollcm tragedy 
He has a famt hope of becoimng Kaiser some time If he 
were sure that would not happen, he would go to jhe Umted 
States to live I tcU him he ought to study German history and 
write the story of the family just as it happened He was too 
young in 1914 to know much, but he has seen enough since 
1914 never to forget the points in the tragedy 

April zj Saturday \Vc were wth Sir Enc and Lady Phipps 
for lunch today, forty people present Goenng’s assistant, Air 
General Milch, was present, his wnfe sitting on my nght at the 
table Nothing Avorth while was said, hoivcver, except Sir Enc’s 
report to my wife that Germany is building tsvelve submannes 
and several large war % essels m violation of the Treaty of Ver- 
sailles He had seen Von Bulow the day before, but no agree- 
ment had been made to negoUate Why plan this great navy 
when Germany has no long stretch of coast’ Only for a thrust 
at England 

Apnl 59 Monday At 11 o’clock this morning Von Wicgand 
stopped by His mformaUon conHrmed our reports of war air- 
craft. work and of German navy building. He reported that 
General von Rcichenau had just told him that the Reichswehr 
was very much disturbed over Hitler’s challenge to all Gcr- 
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many’s naghbours and that they demanded a treaty wth Russia 
now that the French were weakemng a little towards ^he Soviet 
Union It’s the one opportunity to break the enarclcnicnt which 
France, England and Italy arc making' Hitler is much troubled 
and dreads terribly to approach Russia, his one enemy never to 
be dealt with Ho%sever, Von Rcichcnau said he had replied to 
one of the Rachswehr spokesmen “Well, I svill make a treaty 
with the devil for Germany’s sake ” 

Afaj I Wedntsiay The annual Labour Day in Germany has 
been converted under the present regime to a National Socialist 
demonstration, not unlike July 4 at home, the diflcrence being 
that, all workers must attend meetings m honour of Hitler 
whether they wish or not We wrere to have gone to the Tem- 
pelhof airfield to witness the demonstration, but snow and ram 
alternated and I called up the Foreign Office to be excused It 
was readily granted Reports estimated the crowd at 1,700,000 
1 doubt the figures but it was an immense show and Hitler 
made a rather pessimistic speech He warned the public they 
might look for hard times, but all must hang together He said 
he would rather be a German peasant without a home than a 
citizen of any other country He is an Austrian and is reported 
to be a millionaire 

The great day passed without other events than the speeches 
here of Hitler and Gocbbels, the latter having compared his 
chief to Joan of Arc as the one person who converses with God 
Almighty about his country's afTairs 

May s Thursday Mr Dunn, chief of our State Depart- 
ment s Division of Western European Affairs, amused me a 
little today by his interprelaUons of events and atutudes He is 
travelling about and making contacts as best he can, not knowing 
i''any language but his own 

May 6 Monday Oechsner of the Umted Pr^s reported 
from a secret but absolutelyreliablcsourcegreat activity in sub 
marine and other war vessd biulding at Wilhelmshavcn He 
described also some light ships which carry a few bombs and 
go 60 knots an hour These mcreasmg German naval activities 
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have changed the friendly British attitude of the last three 
months to serious concern, revealed by debates in the House 
of Commons as well as by Sir Eric Phipps. Last Sunday, May 5, 

I met Sir Eric walking in the Ticrgarten and he indicated 
his growing anxiety, since Germany has no exposed sea front 
of any extent and no colonics. Yet she violates the Versailles 
Treaty (of course unfair at many points, like all treaties v/hich 
end wars) in this respect too, risking England’s hostility. It 
seems to me most unvrise at the very moment Italy, France, 
England and Russia arc working out their encirclement alliance. 
England has been hesitant about the Russian phase of this, but 
German behaviour at this moment is apt to swing England into 
co-operation. 

Lord Lothian, who as Philip Kerr was secretary to Lloyd 
George during the World War, wrote me about this in a letter 
which 1 received today. He expressed the opinion that the 
opportunity to bring Germany into the League of Nations had 
• been missed because of the failure of France to face reality and 
Great Britain’s failure to alter her course. Consequently he be- 
lieved the League svould be reduced to merely an anti-Nazi 
combination giving Gennany additional reason to follow its 
own path of power poliUcs. He indicated clearly that he favours 
a coalition of the democracies to block any German move in 
their direction and to turn Germany’s course east%vards That 
this might lead to a war between Russia and Germany docs not 
seem to disturb him seriously. In fact he seeim to feel this 
would be a good solution of the difliculties imposed on Gennany 
by the Versailles Treaty, The problem of the democracies, as 
he sees it, is to find for Japan and Germany a stronger place 
in world affairs to which, in his opinion, they are entitled be- 
cause of their pou cr and tradition. He hopes this can be accom- 
plished \vithout any sacrifice to the British Empire and with 
as little destruction to human liberty as possible. 

hloy 7 * 'Tuesday. Rabbi Lazaron, returning from a trip to 
.Geneva and^Romc, reported that a member of the Pope’s 
cabinet had said to him that the Catholics could not co-operate 
with the Lutherans in Gennany, although their situation >vas 
identical. The 400-year.old hatred of Martin Luther and his 
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May 18 Saturday I went to the 
old Kaiser's palace to attend the service m honour ofF'l™”"' 
,vho was being buried in Cracow. Poland, at the 
The church wascronded Hitler took the seat “fhonour on 
nght or the altar Von NeuraUi, Goebbels f 
Rcichswchr were seated m the first row behind Hide , 
disunguishcd position in a chair with an altar just m 
him looked suggesuve rhurch 

It was amusing to note all the white . tjiough 

on a moderately warm day It svas ,Je 

swords in a ChrisUan church seemed to me “ ^ of 

VVhat would Jesus have said if he had seen sueh evidences ^ 
war spint? He would probably have left the ^ 

Prompdy at r 1 . the Papal Nuncio came up i.. 

escort of bvelvc pnests. a long, red smp^rf 
shoulders and extending at leyt “oor' He 

men holding it up so it would not of the great 

took his s«it on a sort of throne ® chanung m 

altar where candles were burning falhng upon 

Latin, which no one understood, and o . , j never 

their knees and scattering inccnsc, which 1 ^ 

used It was the medieval ceremony f™” ,‘''^ 3 .'° that 
and nobody, save perhaps the pnesU, understood anything m 

was said or sung about 

To me It was all half absurd I do not know death 

Pilsudski, except that he was a dictator who put pc p „ 

when they opposed him Why t-an? But 

when no one could have imagined him to be a ,.,i,rle 

there was probably not one follower of Jesus in . 

congregation I wondered how German Luther^s an 
bes would honour HiUer, a pmfessed CathOhe if he shouli^^die 
He has murdered or caused to be murdered hun r 
Snt people Yet all of us diplomats would be called into *e 
lurches to pay tribute to W as a Chnstiau m case of his 

‘‘'ira me away from the Cathedral at m =o rather relieved to 
he free ftom so much hypoemy Some people may not feel lU 
? do To me the actual liichmgs of the simple, direct minded 
were exceedingly important and early Chnstiamty really 
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democratic. Now neither the Catholics nor the Protestants be- 
lieve in, nor practise, Christian or democratic principles. Since 
my college days, when I was president of the Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute student ’-Y.M.C.A., I have dome slowly to 
recognize the insincerity of people who call themselves Chris- 
tians and I have been compelled out of honesty to cease attend- 
ing church services, save on certain oilicial occasions. If nien 
were Christians there would be no tvar, also none of tlie terrible 
exploitations which our business men have applied to our 
people. , » 


Moy^si. ‘ Tuesday. At eight o’clock I went to the Kroll Opera 
House near the old, discredited Reichstag Buildihg/to hear. 
Hidtr speak to the world about his situation and his policy as*. 
Fuehrer. I was five minutes early, but all the seats in the diplo- 
matic reserved section, except one, were taken : the French, 
Italian, British, Japanese, and Polish Ambassadors in the front 
TOW. Madame von Ncurath and Madame Cerruti had taken 


two front-row seats, so there was none for me. Von Basseivitz 
placed a special chair at the end of the row for me, but the chair 
was not comfortable-looking, and knowing the speech was to 
last two hours I took the one vacant scat in the third row, very 
undiplomatic but comfortable. 

4The Chancellor began promptly. For twenty minutes he 
talked about the German economic situation, without real un- 
derstanding. Then he discussed the German situation at the 


close of the World War (assuming that his cotmtry was entirely 
innocent of any wrongdoing) and the wicked Versailles Treaty. 
I noted the sclf-consdousness of the French Ambassador* 
especially as he spoke of the Fourteen Points of 1918-19. The 
last hour of the addr«s dealt severe blows to the Lea^e of 
■’iVcfcrtn&.'tndiQitmmitfiusrrj. Tftewas notlar wrong m this cither 
but exaggerated greatly the faults of both. He did not indicate 
as formerly, his tvillingncss to return to the League in case 
of the granting of equality, so often discussed since October 
1933. , f * 

mat Hitler said aWt lithuania and eastern border 
troubte revealed more fredy than he intended his real purpose 
never to surrender his hope of annexations. Many times he 



250 DECEMBER 23, 1934 TO MAY 21 , 1935 
work IS still responsible for Catholic hostility But Lazaron 
was more troubled about the tcmble Jewish plight hdre He 
had seen Max Warburg of Hamburg and he was ;very dis* 
turbed too Neither of them could sec tvhat is to be done 

May 10 Friday The new Minister from Bulgana called m 
all good form at the conventional hour He surpnsed me ivith 
his hberality and knowledge of affairs m Europe His explana- 
tion of the situation in his country showed a breadth of view 
and appreciation of the international situation which surpassed 
the knowledge of American ambassadors I have met Bullitt 
m Russia, Cudahy in Poland and Long in Italy I do not know 
Bingham m London and Straus in Pans well enough to com- 
•jjare them But I am convinced that the ministers here from 
Bulgana, Rumania, Czechoslovakia and Jugoslavia are each 
superior to the Amencan ambassadors indicated above 

All these ministers from backward little countries knowlhrce 
languages and the history of Europe over long stretches of 
time Amencan ambassadors and ministers and even staff mem 
bers almost ignore the need of two or three language? and make 
no effort to understand the history of the people to whom they 
are accredited I am ashamed of my lack of knoivledge of 
French, though my German serves me fairly tvell, and my 
understanding of history gives me some rating wth the Ger- 
man Foreign Office people who know many languages but not 
much of thar own history, due to the partisan teaching in 
German umversities since Von Treitschke 

May 75 Wediusday ^VIshI^g to get some knowledge from 
German offiaals about the international situation, now that Ger- 
many IS so completely encircled by so-called pacts, I asked Von 
Neurath for an unofficial conversation I saw him at 12 o'clock 

He said that Hitler would speak before a session of the 
Reichstag on May or \Vli3t he would say he could not guess, 
though he had sent Hitler n memorandum on what ought to be 
said The ditc wis set for the aist because of the death nf, 
Pjlsudski who ivas to be buned on May 18 Von Neurath spoke 
of the so-called “eastern Locarno pnrt" srtthout animus, though 
Hitler rages when the suggestion ofhu joining it is raised Tlie 
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Secrttary wished it to be delayed undl England, Germany and 
Prance cquld agree upon an aircraft pact whereby each country 
is to limit its building of machines. I did not say that England 
and France would probably not agree to this until an eastern 
Locarno treaty is agreed to by GcrmaHy, France being abso- 
lutely sure Germany wll not keep any of her promises about 
disarmament. That point was left open because I am myself 
sure Germany intends to annex areas in tlic north and east 
and so will not cease arming soon. 

1 then asked him about the Italian position and the Danube 
Conference proposed at Slresa on May 1 1, and much discussed 
since. He was surprised, he said, at Mussolini’s lack of \Visdom 
in sending troops into Abyssinia. The result, if war comes, w!I « 
cost Italy a great many soldiers, will not be successful for a 
long time, and ^vill probably bring financial bankruptcy to 
Italy: He described the Italian situation os very dangerous: 
armed to the hilt, in debt to the limit, and without markets. 
The position is exactly parallel to that in which Germany will 
find herself by 1937. He said: “Mussolini cannot dismiss his 
imlHon soldiers ivithout huge unemployment; he cannot go 
on amung further without bankruptcy and he cannot fiul in 
war without being overthrown,” Von Neurath described this 
m a way ivhich made me think constantly of Germany’s similar 
position even now, though her debts are not yet so critical as 
Italy’s and war is not quite so imminent. 

IVhile nothing directly significant was said, I came away 
convinced that the Foreign Office people are doing their ut- 
most to rcstrmn Hitler and coax England mto a breach with 
Prance and Italy. There is real uneasiness, especially since the 
Polish dictator Filsudski’s death. 

May 17. Friday. lUchard J. Davis of Chicago, a Christian 
Science lecturer, finislung a month’s lecture tour of Germany, 
called to describe the peculiar attitudes of German audiences 
, in all parts of the country. He thought there was an increasing 
interest in religion, contrary to the Rosenberg drift. I am not 
sure of his appraisal, but it was surprising that houses where he 
lectured were always crowded. He thinks the population veiv 
uneasy. Perhaps at least the church people are. ^ 
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May S2 Wednesday 1 had an interesUng talk at noon today 
. wih Armand B^tard He franUy said' “France is perturbed, 
especially at England s acceptance of Hitler's pronuses as sin- 
cere IVe cannot believe he is pacific, but the French people 
ivill not go to ivar We made a pact with Italy last year, ^uch 
' as we'dishkcd Mussohm, simply to stop German aggression ^ 
and we had to p'romise him the annexaUon of Abyssima I " 
hope Mussohm has Sense enough to annex a httle of the country 
at a time, as tve did m Morocco Wc have urged that upon 
the Italiahs They may not observe this and precipitate 
troilble *’ This is the European way I was a little surprised at 
his frankness 

He then said “Laval, our Foreign Minister, vashes to come 
here and talk with Hitler My Ambassador is leaving for Pans 
tonight in order to stop this if poKible We do not think any 
agreement with Germany can be made “ 1 think some agree- 
ment could ^bc made if France agreed that Austna might be 
anijcxed, and that ivould mean later attempts to andex Czecho- 
slovakia and Hungary Of course the French do not like to 
think of a Tlurd Reich of eighty nuUion people 
Monsieur Bdnrd then said that France is soon to reduce the 
value of the franc in order to check gold shipments to New 
York — 01 er a mfllion dollars this week, a carload on the Wash- 
tnglcn today' But this devaluation tvill not change Bntish or 
Amencan devaluation attitudes Washington tvished to stabilize 
when I tvas there Now there seems to be no wish to do it 
At 4^5 1 talked ivilb Sir Enc Phipps who seemed quite a 
bit pleased at the reacuons of the London press to what we 
heard Hiller say last night I was not surprised The Bntish 
seem to have fallen for the Fuehrer’s proposals. If they keep 
on like this, six months from now there will be no real dis 
armament agreement, and Germany will be- far more com- 
pletely prepared for another 1914 stroke than how 

We talked a little about the possibility ’of influenang the 
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Germans to stop their ruthless and’ cruel treatment of the Jews 
Poor Rabbi Lazaron of Baltimore has been here three months, 
corrpng to my office far too often, ^and hoping always to get a 
hearing ^vith Hess "br Gocnog Not a chance in the ^vorJd > I 
have warned him that he had perhaps better leave the country, 
as something might happen Sir Enc said he would see Lazaron 
because he represents the leading Jews of England and the 
Umted States ' ‘ 

“But It can do no good,*’ he said “Hitler is fanatical on the 
subject and if you and I were to go to the Foragn Office to 
aigue the matter there would be a sensation and perhaps a 
dozen Jews ivould be beaten, even killed, within a fov days “ 

I am not quite so pessimistic as that, but such a move would 
do no good at all The Hider Party is bent upon putting all 
the Jeivs out of Germany and confiscating their property 

Maj ss Saturday JLouis l,ochner sent me information from 
someone m the Foreign Office wth whom he talks intimately 
that the German Government has a military alhance with 
Japan and that seventy army officers are coming here to co- 
ordinate their activities with German Army officials Ilgney of 
I G Farben, the Chemical Trust, who has been in the Far 
East for a year, is said to have negotiated part of the pact and 
to have sold Japan vast supplies of war chemicals and gases I 
have bcheved there was a secret pact of this kind for several 
months ^Vhllc this story may not be true I ahi enough im- 
pressed to have telegraphed the State Department 

Kabbi Lazaron came in unwisely again, calling first on the 
telephone He was aware, though, of his danger and is getting 
away m a day or two It would not su^nsc me if he should 
be arrested m Cologne or rranUurt where Jews arc being 
watched more closely than here He reported thitm good 
friend came to him this morning, very uneasy Jest he be killed 
I expect Jews to be put into prison and maltreated if not killed 
Tliousands are reported to be m concentrauon camps now, 
esj^eaaUj Jews who have refumed Lazaron .goes to London 
in a week or two in the hope of influencing the British Govern- 
ment to ask the Germans to txast or limit their druUc be- 
haviour I do not think any results can be obtained 
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May 26. Sunday. I met .Sir Eric PMpps for a walk in the 
Tiei^arten. I gave him the confidential information about the 
Japanese. He was not as much impressed as I had expected. 
He said: “We have three. army officers here studying German 
methods. That’s not seventy, of course. It might be a serious 
" thing for Japan to make such a pact, but I would not be sur- 
prised.” Aftet a. good deal of talk about consequences in the 
Far East,.he*promiscd to inquire in' London whether they 
kneiv of such a military alliance. 

On the general subject of Germany’s policy he was still 
optimistic and seemed to expect an air Locarno involving limi- 
tations and international inspection. I indicated my doubts, but 
said that if Germany makes a real concession and permits an 
international commission to pass upon such things it may mean 
real progrcss.'I added : Have you heard that Germany is to help 
Poland get Lithuania, and Poland is to cut off the Baltic end 
of the Corridor so that East Prussia can be definitely connected • 
through Panzig \rilh Germany? He said: “No, but I would 
not be. surprised, -since Lithuania has been so ibolisb the last 
year.” I agreed entirely as to her folly, but tlie German propa- 
ganda in Memcl had a lot to do with the trouble. 

Of course Germany’s posidon in the Danrig zone is very 
difficult. But Poland for 150 years before 1914 was shamefully 
- treated and exploited by Prussia, and by Russia too. Poland has 
some right to a bit of sea coast, especially when her population 
extends to the sea. 

Sir Eric indicated that the English are more optimistic of 
German co-operation than 1 am. Perhaps the domestic situation 
in his country is responsible. The evidence that comes to me 
every day seems to show no change tvhatsoever in Germany’s 
aggressive conduct. 

Maj sy. MoJidaj. I a half hour with Dr. Schacht today 
.to learn what he thinks about the existing economic dilemma 
in Germany. He was so enthusiastic about the effects of Hitler’s 
May 21 speech that I learned nothing. Instead of expecting 
coUapsc next October he now says ; "We shaU go on succ^fully 
until next January, perhaps unUl the United States and 
England stabilize their cuirencies.” 



258 MAY 22 , 1935 TO NOVEMBER 25, I935 

May sg. Wednesday. Wc had to go to the home of the 
Japanese Ambassador to dinner last night. A large company 
was there, including the Russian Ambassador, Dr. Schacht, and 
Von Ribbentrop, who expected to be put into Von Bulow’s 
place, with Von Neurath going to London. Von Ribbentrop 
acknowledged that he goes to London on Juire 4 to negotiate 
a naval agreement, by which Germany Is to<have 35 per cent 
of England’s strength. There was, of course, no 'iv’orth-while 
conversation, but we were shown an hour’s film about Japan 
which kept us rather late for me. Wc were the first to leave. 
The Japanese will return to Tokyo in a few days to remain 
five months, they said. * ' , 

The Russian Ambassador said to me while wc svere a mo- 
ment alone together : “Yes, I think there is a Gennan-Japanesc 
treaty, but I have no proof,” 

June s. Sunday. We had a rather sad luncheon today. A 
young prince belonging to one of Germany’s royal fainilies 
spoke with deep feeling against the murders that were cojn* 
mitted here last year. He said the Reichswehr officers are all 
against the present regime, but dare not open their mouths. I 
have other evidence in the same direction, but nobody ever^ 
says anything openly. The Prince spoke of the ruthless treat- 
ment of Professors Oncken and Hoetzsch, dismissed because 
they insisted on their right to express their opinions in their 
special fields. He said, "Our Kaiser never permitted such a 
thing to be done." 

I recall a certain lack of freedom, ivhen I Avas in Ldpzig 
as a student, on the subject of the Kaiser. OUicnvise there ^vas 
considerable freedom in historical and philosophic fields. I re- 
member that Mommsen once attacked Bismarck violently in 
the Reichstag and nothing was done to him. Such an attack 
now would cause one’s death, or lOng-tcrm imprisomnOTt. 
When the Prince went away all of us felt depressed for him. 

A bbcral who would like to play some role in the affairs of Iiis 
country, he can only serve as an officer in the army and he 
hates the idea of war. 

June 8 , Salurdi^. Lochner showed me a copy of secret In- 
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stnictions sent to the German press about the necessity of con* 
ciUating the Jews who supposedly have the world film business 
in their control. Gocbbcls had dictated this explanation to the 
press because recent instructions against Jews had been so dras- 
tic. Lochner^^said he could not send the report over the A.P. 
wires because'it was so confidential. 

June 13. Thursday. Mchiastcr, the Quaker leader here since 
the World War, came in today to tell me about an eminent 
man in prison, Carl von Ossictiky, whom Jane Addams before 
her death recommended for the Nobel peace prize. He was 
editor of a German paper of libera! type, not unlike the Jiew 
Repuhlie, before Hitler came to power. It was at once con- 
fiscated and forbidden to appear and he was imprisoned early 
in 1933. He has been in prison ever since and frequently beaten, 
80 McMaster reports. But he has been spared during the last 
few 'months, McMaster thinks him a very fine man, though 
perhaps his work was not important enough to justify the Nobel 
prize. Strange as it nught appear, I believe Miss Addams* ad- 
vice nught ^visely be accepted. It would emphasize peace so 
strikingly that all the'world would discuss it for a month. 

* Another prisoner of the same character, about whom Pro- 
fiasor Charles A. Beard has >vriitcn me Uvice, is also still in 
prison but likely to be released. However, McMaster says he 
will not be pernutted to leave the country — "he knows too- 
much.” 

This McMaster is a unique man. He knows practically every 
high official here, he distributed millions of American dollars 
in food for the hungry in 1919-21, and has ieen so much of 
the good and the bad of German behaviour that he cannot be 
denied a hearing. Yet he said to me the last rime he caBed*. 
"Do not call me oh the' telephone or write letters under Em- 
bassy heading.” So svhen I wish to consult him, I send a 
messenger with a note. 

He is one of the most humane and useful men in Berlin 
Von Hindenburg ^vas a friend of his; Von Hindenburg’s 
secretary, Meissner, is always glad to see him and report his 
requests to Hitler. But McMaster never reports anything 'as 
coming from me. Although die economic status here is very 



sBO MAY 32, J935 TO NOVFMBER SJ, 1935 
dangerous, McMaster says the regime will last a long Ume, 
unless the death of Hiller should occur That is exactly my 
Mcw, and if Hitler continues five years more in power, there is 
apt to be war The German population is being trained to the 
limit for war, its national debt is piling up every day, like that 
of Italy, and both the Polish Comdor and Austria are expecting 
aggression 

JuTU 14 Fndqy Having been asked several times to speak 
before the Carl Scliurz Vcrein, I accepted for this evening and 
went to Schadowstrasse No 7 in the older part of the aty The 
hall was packed I spoke on the Lincoln crisis m 1861 shoivmg 
just how the Ciwl War began My conclusion was that svar 
rarely solves any problem Tlic enthusiasm of the Germans, 
including officials, was such that I concluded theyare afraid 
of the Hitler war programme Since the American press asked 
especially for a copy, I am a little afraid my statements may be 
so plinth over there as to arouse cnticism I shall wait and see 

June ss Saturday We had a score of guests at tea today, 
the most interesting being Sir Enc Phipps, ivho pulled me aside 
and said “Our situation is very dilficult, if not dangerous The 
Germans insist upon their 35 per cent new navy and they are 
otherwise bclhgcrcnt Two months ago I talked wth Hitler 
He then demanded the same size navy as ours I said you do 
not need so many ships smcc your coastlme is so limited He 
said *Yes, but we must have waiships all over the Baltic Sea ’ 
Later I argued with him and he was uncompromising, even 
impolite in his manner ” 

We' talked a little about Bntish-AmcnCan, relations m the 
Far East, both agreeing that co operation of the tivo countnes 
was about the only means of preventing a world war within a 
few years “But public opinion m both our countries is opposed 
to any common action,” he said It was a sad conversation, the 
British Ambassador revealing more concern than I have b^ore 
noted this year * 

I told him I owed a letter to Lord Lothian, former secretary 
to David Lloyd George He said, ‘'Won’t you write him 
frankly about the real situation here’ It would do more good 
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than one of my letters.” I promised to do so. “Lothian,” he 
said, “is a close friend of Lord Astor and the Observer people. 
They need some more accurate information.” 


June 21. Friday. I read a lecture tonight on the American 
Revolution before Professor Windelband’s seminar. There ^vas 
a large crowd. I spoke German and the students seemed to 
understand all that was said. There were five or six professors 
present, but no Hitler greetings were exchanged. My old pro- 
fessor, Erich Marcks, was present and asked some interesting 
questions when I finished. The discussion of certain phases of 
the Revolution continued almost an hour. 

I omitted to note the fact that we had a luncheon today in 
honour of Charles R. Crane. Dr. Schacht was one of the guests 
and he took considerable interest in Mr. Crane particularly I 
noticed, after I told him of Crane’s business connections. Mr. 
Stewart of the State Department was also with us. His hope 
was to find some way to sell Germany some hundred thousand 
bales of cotton. Schacht gave him an appointment for an hour 
afternoon. Schacht is even more anxious to buv 
than Stewart is to sell, but how to pay? ^ 

No man in Germany, perhaps none in Europe, is quite so 
ci«cr as this economic dictator.” His posiUon is always deli- 
cate and even dangerous. \Vhen I saw him early in July lo.i 
to first remark was: -‘Ich kb. ncch” (I am stiU liviLgj^vhich 
I felt was rather dangerous. His wife says they “are on a train 
gomg at full spe^ near the end of the road.” 

23. T^sda^. A foreign correspondent told me today hi, 
convicuon that botli England and France are »h. l . , " 

posed to any move drat may lead m war, 
were to annex Lithuania, and that Hitler is hent^e^ ^<=™ 3 ny 
die Baltic Sea ann^Jg what he wLte etrside ?f 

that sea m order to block Russian exnanslno w. 
seen a letter received by Lord RotheSnere a rnonth''' 

Hearst in which the latter had urged a Cen^* 

■ American alliance. This would pertot the , 
world by these nadons. Lord Siiere ™ 
too hopeful of the scheme. reported not 
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He then said he had heard in Pans that Germany and Japan 
have a secret entente, to be used any time Germany diooses to 
move in the Baltic area If Russia protests, or becomes in- 
volved in war ivith Germany, Japan will attack her eastern 
frontier Finally, he attached great importance to a conference 
about to take place in Pans between Laval, Litvinov, Titulescu 
of Rumama and Benel of Czechoslovakia It is to conclude a 
pact between France, Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Russia 
to block Hitler’s plans in the Baltic area 
It IS not a httle cunous, but no German offiaal has ever 
intimated to me a Gennan desire for an understanding ivith 
the United States ^ 

Douglas Miller, our Commercial Attache, asked today to 
send a long telegram under my name It explamed a meetmg 
he had had the day before with leading Gennan industnalists 
who think they can pay for 600,000 bales of cotton in goods 
which Amencan firms wish to import, Montgomery Ward and 
Company of Chicago being one of the mam importers This 1$ 
lb disregard of the boycott by the Jews and the labour people 
I sent the telegram, giving the facts but making no recom- 
mendation, since that would involve the State Department m 
some responsibility for the credit New York banks are propos 
mg to give Having failed always to get any real consideration 
when I have asked for payment of the two billions on which 
the Germans pay no mtcrest, I could hardly say anythmg now 
even though payment seemed rather promising $30,000,000 
would be somethmg of an item 
The last thmg on this busy day was a visit to the Mimster 
from Holland He is convmced, as I am, that there is an 
entente between Germany and Japan, but he has no proof Of 
England’s position he was as sceptical as I am Both of us are 
of the opimon that England and the Umted States might stop 
Japan’s annexation of Chma if they co operated Curiously 
enough the English speakmg peoples do not like each other 
though nather ever thinks of direct hostility towards the other 
He thought the BnUsh-German naval pact of a week or two 
ago a dangerous thing though he approved of the Russians 
b^g held firmly m their isolated position Germany will con- 
trol the Baltic absolutely, Turkey will ncier allow Russia 
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.access lo iht McditcrrancaB, and Japan, watches Russia s little 
front on the PadFic like a hawk. 

Before leaving I suggested that he ask his government to 
make approaches to universities in the United States for ex- 
cliange professorships. I'told him I would suggest the same to 
Chicago where such lectureships arc always welcome. He 
, agreed at once, saying that if our peoples could know each 
^ other better and the English could also co-operate, we might 
do something for peace. 1 suppose all such moves arc useless, 
yet one dislikes to do nothing in a world in.such a dangerous 
position. 

July 4. Thursday. At 5 o’dock hundreds of Americans living 
in Berlin and Americans visiting Germany came to our annual 
reception, some of them very interesting people. I made a 
short speech at 6.15 on The American Idealists of 1776. This 
address had been written for delivery at a dinner tonight of 
the American colony, but the dinner was called off, and since 
American press people had svired copies to the United States, 

I felt I had to deliver it sometime today. The guests stood 
fifteen minutes while I delivered it and some wealthy Ameri- 
cans declared they agreed with my comments on Ae great 
leaders of American history who have represented the principles 
of 1776 : Lincoln, Wilson and F. D. Roosevelt. 

July 6. Saturdey. At noon I saw Secretary von Neurath for 
half an hour, the State Department having requested informa- 
tion by wire on reports which I had sent in the last pouch. 
Von Neurath falked freely about the British-German agree- 
ment on naval armament. 

France will co-operate,” he said, "but I do not think we could 
enter the League *of Nations even if England and France 
agreed to an anti-Italian war policy. We would, however, give 
moral support became we tliink Mussolini’s war plan very 
. foolish. Yet he must go to war since he can do nothing new 
at home. If he does not fight he is in danger. If he does go 
to war agaimt Abyssinia, he can hardly %vin anything worth 
while and may even be defeated, wHch would mean his over- 



264 MAY 22 , 1935 TO NOVEMBER 25, I935 
thro^tf I kno^v him well and am sure he wiU not change his 
attitude, no matter how much England, France and even the 
United States may protest ” 

When we talked of the recent German-Pohsh conference 
here, he said, “We are on the best of terms Our object was 
to defeat the French-Russian pact and prevent the Danube 
agreement proposed at Stresa T^ere were no Hungarian alh 
ance or agreements discussed ** This he said m spite of the fact 
that the chief of staff of the Hunganan Army was here under 
cover “Nor was there any agreement with Poland about out 
control of the Baltic Sea Wc must control that area to keep 
Russia off the ocean ” That is the histone German policy, 
though Kaiser Wilhelm II allowed the Russian fleet to sail 
around France, Spam and Italy on its way to fight Japan in 

*905 

When the Secretary referred again to a BnUsh-German 
entente and I asked about the coming naval conference, he 
expressed much hope that all nations would meet together and 
agree on naval reductions, ‘ but we cannot join the conference 
if Japan refuses to attend ’’ This surpnsed me a httle because 
I had not expected such an open hint of a German-Japanese 
entente He stated this ivith a positivcncss that confirmed my 
belief that there was an alliance 

Japan must dormnatc the Far East and capture Vladivostok 
Germany must dominate Europe, but first the Baltic, and if 
Russia resists, Japan iviU attack the Russian eastern border 
This IS certain to happen if the League of Nations fails Then 
France and Italy will become minor powers and the Balkan 
zone ivill become subordinate to Germany, ivith Russia 
hemmed into her old histone posibon Finally the Umted 
States will have to bnng both Amcncas into co operation or 
be subordinated 

July 8 Monday The Germans celebrate Sabbath days with 
soldiers drilling and marching Yet Hitler alwa)^ declares he 
will never allow war Perhaps some of these poor ieJJou’s dread 
the dangers of a European conflict, but most of them dunk 
warfare something that ennobles the German character It is 
the one^ivay in their minds to ser^ one’s country 
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July II, Thursday. I did not want high officials here to know 
I ^vis'hed to sce'Von Ribbehtrop, the personal negotiator of 
Hitler, about naval and other agreements with England, I 
had heard that the Eorcign Office had shipped Baron Lersner, 
a former Army official, to London to spy on Von Ribbentrop 
while he tvas there negotiating the naval pact. Lersner is a 
very shrewd man and one could hardly tell that he is a Ger- 
man, he speaks English so fluently. For these reasons I asked 
the Carl Schurz Verein secretary to invite Von Ribbentrop to 
meet me there today at la o’clock. 

We talked half an hour. His answers to questions paralleled 
everything Von Neurath SJud except on the subject of Japan. 
Three times I managed to ask him about Germany’s position in 
case Japan refused to take part in next year’s naval discussions, 
on expiration of the Washington Treaty. He evaded answering 
every time. He did this in a way wWeb made me think there 
is a German-Japanese treaty. He expressed the hope twice that 
I wotild press upon Washington to urge France to co-operate 
iwith England and Germany in navy matters. I mentioned the 
matter in a telegram, but not give personal advice. There 
was little else discussed. 

It is commonly said here that Hitler ^vill soon assume the 
Foreign Secretary’s functions, as Mussolini has done, and that 
Von Ribbentrop will then become the real and active Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs. In that case, I should be still further em- 
barrassed. It would be most disagreeable to sec Hitler himself 
when important messages from Wasliington were sent. I could 
not stand it long. 

Julj IS. Eriday. At 12.30 I sat dotvn for a half hour with 
the French Ambassador to ask about some problems I 
had discussed with Von Ribbentrop. He said he thinks there 
is an understanding with Japan whereby the Germans will 
lend indirect- aid in case of any svar. He said : “I think 
this, but have no proof. As to naval ^co-operation, France 
cannot think of it. We must build new warships to keep 
pace with the new German navy. As to Mussolini, I do 
not think he wiU go to war with Abyssinia.” The Ambas- 
sador’s reason was clear: Mussolini could not afford to take 
la 
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the nsk of a great setback, for then Germany nnght easily seize 
Austna ^ 

July 14 Sunday Wc had a most interesUng luncheon party 
Paul SchciTcr of the Btrliner Tageblatt and Louis Lochner of 
the Associated Press were the most interesting guests Scheffer, 
who edits the once famous liberal paper read all over Germany, 
IS well informed He was once well known in the United States 
and he travelled with Roosevelt on his famous campaign of 
1932, but he had to come home after Hitler suppressed so 
many newspapers and denied liberty to those which survived 

Scheffer said "The readers of newspapers m all Germany 
have declined in number by more than sue milhons since 1933 ” 
His paper has about a tenth of the subscribers it once had, and 
he barely earns his living His wife and children arc hving m 
Washington and supporting themselves, no one bang per 
mitted to send money out of this country 
^He said he had heard the day before that at the last Cabinet 
'meeting the economic situation of Germany was solemnly dis 
cussed The demand of Gocbbels was that Dr Dane, the Agn 
cultural Minister who is an extremist, be made econormc dic- 
tator in place of Dr Schacht Von Stdiwcnn Krosigk, Fmance 
Mmistcr, and Von Neurath opposed Goebbels Schacht said "I 
cannot be sure we shall succeed, but I cannot change my policy 
I shall stand my ground even if put to death ” When Schacht 
sat down, Hitler rose and said ‘ Often as we disagree, Dr 
Schacht, I shall not permit any such thing to happen to 
you *’ Goebbels, who hates Schacht to the nth degree, was 
defeated 

July jy Wednesday Wc sat doivn to dinner tonight ivilli 
the French Ambassador, twenty miles out of town on Lake 
Wannsee It was a beautiful evening The leading guests were 
the Papal Nunao in his blood red frock, the Italian Ambassa 
dor who IS about to leave for Pans, tlie Belgian, the Austnan 
and the Swiss Ministers But the tone was rather solemn The 
i\unao ta/fieef about tfic increasing violence against the Catho 
hc5 all over Germany He expected trouble The Pope had 
just published a denunciation of the German violaaons of the 
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Concordat of 1933 guaraivtodng Catholic freedom. The Aus- 
trian said that the drift in his country ^vas towards restoration 
of the Hapsburgs, but that this would cause danger, if not intcr- 
ventionj from Hitler. The Italian assured the French that 
“nothing would halt Mussolini.” This revened a French state- 
ment to me a fe^v days ago. We came home about 12 o’clock 
none too happy. It was an interesting evening, though diplo- 
matic food docs not agree with me. 

^uly 18. Thursday. 1 called on Secretary von Billow to get 
the German vie^v on the Italian-Abyssinian conflict and to 
learn what the German authorities would do if Washington 
pressed for enforcement of the famous Briand-KcUogg pact 
against 'war. The Secretary W’as quite positive that Mussolini 
would go on, that Germany would hold aloof, and that pres- 
sure for the Briand-Kellogg pact would do harm. It was clear 
to me that Germany hopes the Italians will go to war and lose. 
That will give Germany her chance in the Balkans., It \vas^ 
plain that Von Bulow would be embarrassed if the''Unitcd' 
States pressed its peace ideas. 

In the afternoon the Berlin Am Mittag carried glaring red 
ink hcadlinca calling attention to Goering’s declaration of war 
upon the Catholics. Henceforth they are to have no freedom 
of speech, no right to have youth organizations, and no right 
to criticize anything. 

July SI. Sunday. We drove out to Neudeck and I sent my 
card into the palace of the deceased President, After a few 
minutes, Paul von Hindenbui^ and his ^vife met us a little 
^^'ay from the house and we walked about the old estate for an 
hour. There were i^i,ooQ acres of very good land, a great 
bam for 150 horses, co%vs enough to produce a hundred gal- 
lons of milk a day, 500 sheep and wide fields of wheat, rye 
and barley. It is a great estate which Von Hindenburg’s an- 
cestors had owned for 200 years. The Hitler Party had bought 
the ^cater part of the land -now included and given it to the 
President in the hope of gaining his support. This is the com- 
mon story. Anyu’ay Von Hindenburg sanctioned autocracy in 
January, 1933, and never protested publicly when Hitler’s 
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aide, Gocring, set fire to the famous Reichstag building, about 
the time the Fuehrer took office as Chancellor. 

Knowledge of these drcumstances embarrassed me a little, 
but the son was most agreeable and showed us the marvellous 
house and its interesting paintings and sculpture, all rather 
war-like. They then begged us to remain for dinner, but tye 
declined. There ^vas not a picture or bust or flag of Hitler in 
or about the place. The Kaiser’s likeness was most conspicuous 
in the Hindenburgs’ library. Frederick II’s picture was equally 
attractive. A painting of Ludendorfi" was also there, though 
the two generals arc said to have been bitter enemies all their 
later years. 

July zs. Monday. A long, fast drive to Berlin. The trip 
showed how prosperous the whole region north of Berlin 
seemed to be. I have never seen such wonderful grain crops. 
Even the Polish crops arc extraordinary. I cannot help think- 
■•.fng Germany \vill have plenty to eat next year and a reasonable 
surplus for war emergency. But the journey did not cure my 
digestive adment Stopping at the office, I fotmd many letters 
and documents awaiting my attention. 


July S3. Tuesday. Too unwell for office work, I remained in 
bed'until late in the afternoon when Henry Haskell, editor of 
the Itansas Ci^ Star, came to tea. I listened to him describe 
the attitudes of leading American papers of the Middle West. 
He predicted Roosevelt’s re-election, but he is doubtfurof 
the constructive work necessary for a real recovery from our 
economic troubles. The party situations are that the Republi- 
cans arc divided hopelessly and without a single leader of any 
real promise while the Democrats are only a httle more united, 
... Roosevelt being the only man who can hold liberal groups 
together and thWart the extremists of left and right. 

What ^he said about Farley was most deprecating, but he 
add^, We cannot in years to come get on without chiefs tied 
in with city politicians, almost American Fascists.” From the 
'one independent, liberal paper in the West this is a sad com- 
ment. One paper in St Louis, the Post-Disfia/cA, is perhaps of 
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the same temper. The politics of the United States is certainly 
none too appealing. 

July 24. Wednesday. ^Vhcn I entered the office, I was in- 
formed that officials of the Von Steuben Society of New York, 
ally of the Carl Schura Foundation here, and financed by the 
Oberlaender Trust Fund of Philadelphia, had so affronted 
members of our staff, our consulate members, and our press 
people at the Bterabend given last evening that no one would 
attend the dinner this evening at the Kroll restaurant. Mr. 
White asked to be excused from going to Magdeburg tomorrow 
where he was expected to speak in honour of Von Steuben. Our 
Military Attach^, Captain Crockett, called me on the phone 
and asked to be excused. He could not attend a meeting of 
American travellers here who insulted American citizens and 
officers. 

The question I had to answer was: Shall I keep my fort- 
night-old promise to be at the dinner and speak briefly tonight? 
Since all other members of our official group had given notide* 
they would not attend the dinner, it seemed to me that if •! 
declined at the last minute, though I was really half-sick, it 
• might appear as a diplomatic affront and perhaps receive pub- 
licity of an unfavourable nature. I decided to go, especially as 
Ambassador Luther was to be present. But I determined to 
make a careful, brief speech advising them not to indulge in 
offensive propaganda and to remember who Carl Schurz was. 

Ambassador Luther came to see me in the morning. We 
talked half an hour and said nothing. I could not say anything 
about conditions in Germany wthout being critical. He could 
hardly say anytiung about things in Washington svithout being 
critical. He did talk somewhat freely because Americans do not 
resent rational criticism. Acknowledging that ndther of us had 
really done anything, he said faretvell. He is sailing for New 
York on August i. He is a conservative and quite agreeablc.'^ 
• I intimated that both of us ought to resign. * 

My trife and I tvent to the dinner. There was a company of 
aboul-a hundred Germans and Americans. 1 sat down by the 
side of Mr. Hoffman, the chief of the Von Steuben crowd, the 
man who had sooken so offensivdv a * *1 *- 
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aide, Goering, set fire to the famous Reichstag building, about 
the tune the Tuehrcr took office as Chancellor 

Knowledge of these circumstances embarrassed me a little, 
but the son was most agreeable and shoivcd us the marvellous 
house and its interesting paintings and sculpture, all rather 
war-like They then begg^ us to remain for dinner, but we 
declined There was not a picture or bust or flag of Hitler in 
or about the place The Kaiser’s hkeness was most conspicuous 
iR the Hindenburgs’ library Frederick H’s picture ivas equally 
attractive A painting of Ludendorff was also there, though 
the two generals are said to have been bitter enemies all their 
later years 

July S 3 Monday A long, fast dnve to Bcrhn The tnp 
showed how prosperous the whole region north of Berlin 
seemed to be I have never seen such wonderful grain crops 
Even the Polish crops are extraordmary I cannot help think 
ing Germany will have plenty to eat next year and a reasonable 
surplus for war emergency But the journey did not cure my 
digestive ailment Stopping at the oiBce, I found many letters 
and documents awaiting my attention 

July 23 Tuesday Too unwell for office ivork, I remained in 
bed'until late in the afternoon when Henry Haskell, editor of 
the JCansas Ci^ Star, came to tea I listened to him describe 
the attitudes of leading American papers of the Middle West 
He predicted Roosevelt’s re-election, but he is doubtful of 
the constructive ivork necessary for a real recovery from our 
economic troubles The party situations are that the Republi- 
cans are divided hopciesdy and without a single leader of any 
real promise while the Democrats are only a httic more umted, 
^Roosevelt being the only man who can hold liberal groups 
together and thiVart the extremists of left and right 
^Vhat he said about Farley was most deprecating, but he 
added, “We cannot m years to come get on without chiefs tied 
in with city politicians, almost Amcncan Fascists " From the 
one independent, liberal paper m the ^Vest this is a sad com- 
ment One paper m St Louis, the Posl-Dispatch, is perhaps of 
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the same lonpcr. The politics ot the United States is certainly 
none too appealing. 


24. Wednesday. ^Vhen I entered the office, I ^vas in- 
formed that officials of the Von Stcuhen Society of Nc>v York, 
ally of the Carl Schurz Poundation here, and financed by the 
ObeilaendeT Trust Fund of Philadelphia, had so affronted 
tnembers of our staff, our consulate members, and our press 
people at the Bterabend given last evening that no one tvould 
attend the dinner this evening at the Kroll restaurant. Mr. 
White asked to be excused from going to Magdeburg tomorrow 
where he was expected to speak in honour of Von Steuben. Our 
Military Attach^, Captain Crockett, called me on the phone 
and asked to be excused. He could not attend a meeting of 
American travellers here who insulted American citizens and 


officers. 

The question I had to answer was: Shall I keep my fort- 
night-old promise to be at the dinner and speak briefly tonight? 
Since all other members of our official group had given noUtfc 
they would not attend the dinner, it seemed to me that ifd 
declined at the last minute, though I ^vas really half-sick, it 
rwghl appear as a diplomatic affront and perhaps receive pub- 
licity of an unfavourable nature. I decided to go, especially as 
Ambassador Luther was to be present. But 1 determined to 
make a careful, brief speech advising them not to indulge in 
offensive propaganda and to remember who Carl Schurz tvas"”. 


Ambassador Luther came to see me in the morning. We 
talked half an hour and said nothing. I could not say anything 
about condidons in Germany svithout being critical He could 
tarfly say RRythiBg about things in Washington trithout being 
cnticah He d.db^smn™ba.t5s.,A., btattase Americans &o not 

abo^Tt^turdid => “-p-y 

Mde of Mr. Hoffman, the chief otdie"von'sJ 

-an tvho had spoken so offensively, 
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priate time, Hanfstaengl spoke for the German official element, 
repeating what he had said two weeks before when the Inter- 
national Chamber of Commerce people gave a dinner at the 
Adlon Hotel. I then spoke briefly and urged the German 
society to cultivate friendly relations between the two countries 
by exchanging lectures of distinguished scholars and scientists, 
by stressing cultural relations and university connections and, 
above all, by opposing war moves or attitudes. I even stressed 
free press relations and the value of publishing the truth so 
that people could know what was actually going on all uver 
the world. There was some hearty applause as I closed, and 
some significant silence. 

Hoffman followed with an offensive description of what he 
said had been the American attitude ^o^va^ds Germ^y. Al- 
though he did not again attack the American press, he did 
attack the Wilson plan at the end of the World War and he 
treated the American boycott as though it had no provocation 
from the German side. I was insulted but 1 did not get up, 
nor did I say anything that could cause hot discussion. HanA 
stacngl criticized Hoffman in private conversation. It was the 
most disagreeable meeting I have attended since I came here 
in 1933. 

July 35. Thursday. Minister Gie of South AlHca came to 
ask me whether evidences of unrest in Germany indicated an- 
other "shoot-up” like that of June 30, 1934. We discussed the 
id^.for some time and concluded that it all depended on 
whether Hitler yielded to the demand of Goering, Goebbels 
and Darre to dismiss Dr. Schaebt. As yet I have no evidence 
that Schacht is to be dismissed, but if I were Schacht and 
had any money in the bank at Basle, where he is a director, I 
would leave Germany and stay away as long as the Nazi regime 
lasts. 

Jufy s 6 . Friday. At ii o'clock, I held a conference with 
members of the Embassy staff, Mr. White, Mr. Lee, Mr. 
Flack and Mr. Beam, all close students of events here, also 
Miller, our Commercial Attach^, Stecre, our Agricultural 
Attach^, and Captain Crockett ns well as the Navzd Attach^. 

We made an intcresung survey which revealed ample evidence 
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of sharp difTercnccs of opinion in tlie German Cabinet. Darrc 
washes to control economic policy and confiscate theavcalth of 
all Jews, great industrialists and great landlords in order to 
place the unemployed on farms and train tlic army for service 
at any moment. Miller said Schacht is dead against confiscation 
and that Hitler supports him. 

Captain Crockett, after travelling all about Germany, says 
the country is covered with barracks, training grounds and air- 
fields, and that munition plants are now scattered all over the 
country, cspcdally in residential sections of big cities. He added 
that army officials had reported 2,000,000 volunteer soldiers 
now awaiting their turn on the drill-grounds, that the plan is 
for 8,000,000 to be ready for service ivithin three or four years. 
To my surprise, army officers of high rank are supporting con- 
fiscation of wealth to be used for army equipment, drills, and 
uniforms. This is contrary to former army attitudes. It may 
mean that Hitler will yield to Dane who is supported by Goer- 
ing and Goebbels. That would put Schacht out of office. With 
him would go Von Neurath, Von Schwerin-Kroslgk and others 
of the moderate wing. The effect? No one can tell. 

Tins was also a day for letters from home. Colonel House 
wote from lus summer residence in Manchester, Mass., that 
he hoped I would resign in October and return home whVre 
I nught render better service than here. I am inclined to 
retire but do not wsh to do so until next spring. There Js 
nothing one can do here, much as one may try. I replied to 
Colonel House indicating how difficult it would be for me to 
do anything there: I am not fitted for e.xpert work in the 
government :md any speeches I might make would probably 
be embarrassing, as was revealed last winter when I spoke in 
Baltimore. 

Augusta. Friday. Yesterday there was a riotous attack in New 

York on the German ship, the Brerntn, its flag being thrown 
into the Hudson River. Senator King recently offered a reso- 
lution in ^Vashington asking our government to sever diplo- 
matic relations. And President Green of the American Federa- 
uon of Labour caUed on aU Americans to cease commercial 
relauons with Germany. If this is not enough to make our 
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relations with Germany critical, I do not know what could 
make them critical. . ^ 

August 3, Saturday. A correspondent came to me this morn- 
ing and*reported that an official of the Reichwehr met him 
by appointment last night and said: “Conditions arc worse 
than you have reported and the propaganda people know it. 
Between 50 and 150 Stahlhelm people have been killed m 
Saxony in the last few da5rs as they resisted arrest. How many 
S.S. men who tried to arrest them were killed I do not kno^v. 
This information came from Von Reichenau’s office, a general 
soon to be’sent to one of the provinces to command a division 
of the new army. I am not sure of course \vhether this story was 
told to get the correspondent to make a “blunder” or whether 
it is genuine. We shall not mention it in our telegram of today. 

We sent a telegram about the dismissal of Italian and S^viss 
press correspondents this week and the threats to two Dutch 
news men. Their lives are not safe here, according to the 
Dutch Legadon. 

August 6. Tuesday. Martha and I arrived today at Budingen 
Sanitarium, in Constance, for the purpose of a real vacation. 

August s6. Monday. After three weeks in Constance, I set 
out for Berlin this morning. The ship took me to rriedrich- 
shafen in two hours. Another hour and I ^vas at Ulm, but had 
^ no time to stop and look over the famous medieval city. I 
reached Augsburg in time for lunch. Then I ^vandcred about 
the marvellous old city. The most striking thing I satv was the 
Jacob Fugger bank and business house. The svhoJe building 
covers *at least two acres of ground, more than eighty yards 
fronting on the leading street of the tou-n. It was all so inter- 
esting that I bought a biography of die first hforgan ofrnodern 
Europe. Looking into five or six bookstores, I saw only tuo 
Naai l^ks: Metn Kampf and Rosenberg’s banned book on 
Catholicism and the new German faith. Nor did I see more 
than five Hitler flags. 

This reminds me of similar cridences noted in Constance. 
Tlie last week I was there, solemn warnings of the German 
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Government against Catholics and any sort of criticism of the 
Hitler 'regime were posted about the streets of the ancient 
town. ^Vithin three or four days all wert tom down, although 
such an act is treason under German law. On August 25, I 
went to the Munster Catholic church. There were not enough 
seats for the people, scores standing through the scrNUce. The 
sermon began at 9.15 and the preacher very cleverly criticized 
the German Government, calling upon all Catholics to train 
their children, to profess publicly their faith and to let every- 
body know their loyalty. At it o’clock, I went to the St. 
Stephen church where hundreds of German soldiers had re- 
served seats. I expected a sermon of the Nazi faith*or perhaps 
a Catholic endorsement of Hitleris system. The church was 
even more crowded than. Munster, but the sermon was much 
the same as the other. 

The aisles tvere full of people who could not find seats. I 
asked those standing near me about this extraordinary church 
attendance. The reply was : **It is this way all the time and 
tvith all the churches.” Constance is certainly religious-minded. 
If the eight or ten other churches were as well attended, there 
must have been niorc than 20,000 worshippers that day. I was 
not able to attend a Protestant church, but reports ivere, “they 
are equally well attended.” Germany for once in the last half 
century seems really religious, or is it an expression of political 
opposition silently Tcgbtered through the Church? ^ C.- 
At X I o’clock I took a sleeper for Berlin. I xvas quite tfred, 
but greatly impressed with the spirit of the people in South 
Germany. I saw no demonstrations of Nazi enthusiasm, and 
very few flags any^vhcrc. Farmers and small totvnsfolk seemed 
very bxisy and prosperous. 

My three weeks off duty and on a strict regme.af.di/u.,mas, 
sages and exercise did considerable good. My headaches had 
almost ceased. However, I think it was more relaxation, exer- 
cise^ and sunshine than anything else. 

August 27. Tuesday. In Berlin at 8 and in the office again 
at 10. A pUe of letters lay on my desk. The new Italian Am- 
bassador called to pay his respects to the American Govern- 
ment and to talk about a Jewish difficulty he has on his hands 
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here A prominent It-ihin an xollector who had decorated 
German Government buildings is nmy to be expelled from Gcr 
many but forbidden to take any of his property ivith him The 
Ambassador asked about my cxpencnces in similar difficulties 
I could not encourage him I let him know that I had tried 
often to persuade Hiller people to cease their violence and 
ruthlesstreatment, but said, although therorcign Office officials 
had tried to do something, there had been no results He also 
reported that there was no gchmne feeling for support of uar 
in his country 

SeptmbeT 4 Wednesday Mr Williams of the Cknsitan Science 
MomtoTf a fnend of Lorf Astor, is here after a visit to London 
He reported that England is about to make a loan to Gcr 
many I have heard already that such a thmg is on foot ^ 
Schacht being active m negotiations The English are m a very 
dangerous position as Italy goes on with her war programme 
If pacifist England does not actually begin war, or threaten 
Mussolini, she ivill lose the Suez Canal 

September $ Monday We had a luncheon with the interest- 
ing Dr Schmitt, former Minister of Economics, as the honour 
guest fechmitt was an able, courageous German who often 
spoke his mind in pubbe addresses He is now head of an 
association of insurance compames, but the fact that he still 
bves m Eerlin has not been announced m a smgle paper His 
talk today revealed his hope, a common hope here, that Ger- 
many and England would never again come fnto conflict He 
IS strongly opposed to Mussohm’s war moves The Egyptian 
Minister was also with us — ^his outstanding fear is that Italy 
intends to conquer the Suez Canal Zone and control Egypt 
‘ I have warned the Bntish for a year tkat-this is the object of 
the Duce,” he said 

•September 14 Saturday Mr and Mrs S R Fuller called at 
the house today Mr Fuller, whoisafncndofPresidentRoose 
velt, owns large rayon interests in Tennessee, is connected with 
Dutch and Itahan interests manufactunng rayon, and is also 
a part mvner of similar corporations in Germany, including a 
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large industrial plant in Hanover. He is not allowed to go 
into this plant any longer. “The German Government is prob- 
ably making use of our inventions and docs not wish me to 
know it,” he said. 

The Dutch Mimster called. He said three Dutch Jews en- 
gaged in business here had been ordered to close their shops, 
leave die country and not take their property. “I went at once 
to the Foreign OfBcc and reported that my government would 
confiscate the property of three Germans in Holland if the 
Germans confiscated the ^property of the Dutch Jews. I was 
promised the matter would be delayed until January i.” 


September ig. Thursday. The new Italian Ambassador Atto- 
lico called. He reported interesting facts about the Numberg 
meeting' wWch he was practically compelled to attend. Hitler 
set forward the date of his formal reception so as to see him the 
day before the show began and invite him personally. He said 
he went and really liked it better than he expected. His belief 
is that Germany begins to worship Hitler. I agreed to the extent 
of 40 per cent of the people. They consider Hitler a sort of 
•Jesus Christ and show a semi-religious attitude, but I am con- 
vinced that the Catholics arc not even half Hitlerite. Half the 
Lutherans arc perhaps submissive, but the Evangelicals (Cal- • 
rinists) are not onctUrd sympathetic. The Ambassador talked 
quite a while about Mussohni whom he does not like at all* 
though he did not say so. He is opposed to the Abyssinian war 
but only showed this indirectly. 

September sj. Wednesday. Sigrid Schultz came to talk about 
the drift" of tWngs^ She told a curious story of a German high 
school teacher being dismissed because he said to his historv 
class that Frederick II made some mistakes. The man is not 
allowed to resume his teaching, 

September 17. Friday. Hoping to get information abou^'the 
Itahan-Ethiopian war, about to break, I called on the French 
/Ambassador. We talked half an hour but I gained only a little 
information about the French position. He is more concerned 
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all the time about the German situation, also about the divided 
opinion in France over everything He has no particular hking 
for the English 

I then went to the Bntish Embassy ivhcre Sir Enc Phipps 
talked freely enough hut gave no information except that he 
was very uneasy lest a war break out in the Mediterranean Sea, 
where one of his sons is an oflicer on a warship He agreed that 
Mussolini really aims at getting control of the Suez Canal and 
of Egypt That means (he begmmng of the decline of the 
British Empire, not unlike me declme of Holland after 1713* ^ 
said He did not say “no” and I did not press the point for dis 
cussion It IS plain to me that if Italy tvins the struggle against 
Abyssinia, the League of Nauons will mean nothing m the 
future and England’s position will be increasingly difficult 
What a pity to have the leader of modem civilizatioinosc its 
power and prestige • The land of Shakespeare and Milton going 
under 

Oetohir 7 Monday I had a cunous official talk today with 
Dr Dieckhoff about the 1923 treaty with the Umted States, 
article 7 of which was denounced a year ago without any con- 
sultation wnth me It was done a year ago m the hope that the 
United States would be pressed mto amending the treaty 
favourably That has not happened, and today we sat down 
together solemnly and signed duplicate documents confirming 
the annulment of the part of the treaty which gave Germany 
the only prospect of lower tariffs on her goods exported to the 
Umted States We signed ouT'namcs and after fnendly regrets 
on both sides, parted 

It was a little strange that Von Neuratli had made a point of 
bemg out of town for several days when it was lus busmess to 
hold this conference with me I had notified him two weeks be- 
fore that I was ready to call and sign with him Secretary Hull 
had done the same ivith Ambassador Luther m Washington I 
think Von Neurath vmhed to have Dieckhoff manage the mat 
ter as a sort of complaint to the State Department in Washing 
ton, perhaps as a rebuff to me because of my absence from the 
great Party show in NUmberg Howeier, I gave no hint that I 
nouced the htlle jilL 
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OciobtT 8, Tuesday. Ambassador Cudahy from Poland came 
in for greetings. He impressed me more favourably than any 
other diplomat we have seen. He was inexperienced when he 
came in 1933, but he has worked hard in his position and seems 
to me to be a useful representative of his country, even though 
he is a rich American. His story of things in Washington and 
Chicago ^vas quite revealing. In spite of his privileged position, 
he is a real supporter of Roosevelt and tvishes to go home in 
1936 to canvass for him, perhaps to spend his money. 

Cudahy's knowledge of Poland's position and relations wth 
Germany seems to me to be good. He departed, urging us to 
drive up to Warsaw and spend a week with him. I could not 
promise. I have no time, much as I would like to go to poor 
Poland— its people so incapable of democratic government, even 
more than the Germans. - 

October 10. Thursday. We had former Ambassador Schur- 
man to lunch today, with an interesting group of Germansrwho 
knew him when he was here. Schurman was president of Cor- 
nell University, succeeding AndreNv U. White svho had been 
Minister in Berlin under McKinley. Schurman was in Berlin 
from 1925 to 1930. He is now eighty-one years old and still a 
very active man. He >vas particular to ask me whether he 
should request an interview witli Hitler. I declined definite 
advice because I thought he might call at the Foreign Office 
and it would then be polite for the Chancellor to invite him to 
call. When Schurman was here, he got Americans to give 
Heidelberg University a building and he was very popular. 
When he visited BexUn in April, 1933, Von Hindenburg in- 
vited bim to call, and they had a long conversation about 
American aSairs and German problems. Schurman quickly 
concluded not to call on Hitler, though not on my advice. P 
simply suggested he call on his acquaintances in the Foreien 
Office. 

I came to my office a little late. I found the Russian Ambas- 
sador vv-as coming in a few minutes. I had not seen him for some 
time. He is a \ cry agreeable and clever man, but a Communist 
Berlin almost ignores him, except for the French Ambassador. 
I was glad to see him. What he came for I could not guess, per- 
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haps in the hope of meeting Ambassador Bullitt who is due to- 
morro^v, but ^vc had already made up our party and I had not 
thought tlic Russian would be comfortable since we had to have 
some eminent German ofncials. Anyway we talked nearly an 
hour and I learned what he hoped the League of Nations svould 
do in spite of his sharp dislike of England. I intend to return 
his call soon. 

October 14. Monday, Dr. Schurman brought a friend, Ben 
Smith of New York City, to see me. After a good deal of talk 
about conditions at home, Smith quite frankly remarked: “I 
am a New York speculator, but also a close friend of President 
Roosevelt.” That surprised me a little: first, that he would 
acknowledge such a profession; second, tliat he had confidendal 
relations svitli the President. Dr. Schurman told me, in an aside, 
as they were leaving, that his friend Smith was a clever specu- 
lator who violated ail bankers* advice in 1929 and sold stock 
short in such enormous amounts as to make many millions. 
Was that patriotic? 

October 16. Wednesday. I went at 5 o’clock to the Kaiserhof' 
Hotel to attend a Nazi tea and to hear Hanns Kerri, Minister 
for Church Affairs, explain the Party attitude to the Evangelical 
churches of Germany. Kerri is supposed to succeed Reichs- 
bishop Mueller who has made church matters exceedingly 
difficult, keeping scores of dissenting Lutherans in jail. 

Many^ of the diplomatic people were present, the French, 
English, Italian and others, also many German professors and 
scientific people. Kerri spoke for an hour and a half: The Nazi 
Party members are the true Christians of Germany and all 
church folk must ultimately become Nazi Christians. I asked a 
man who sat near me if Kerri had ever read the Sermon on the 
Mount. My nrighbour laughed but would not talk. Kerri 
argued tliat Hitler had done for modem civilization what Coper- 
nicus had done when he discovered proof that the world %vas 
round, not flat as all Christians then believed. With all kinds 
of naive arguments he carried the parallel to the limit. All 
the world, he said, would ultimately accept the Hitler idea 
as “our ancestors had ultimately accepted Copernicus.” He 
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preached a sermon calling upon us all to surrender to the new 
discovery 

The audience did not applaud except mildly at the close 
of the speech Very few gave the Hitler gesture m response 
to the speaker’s salute as he sat down In my opimon, three- 
fourths of the audience did not treat scnously what had been 
said 

October i 8 Friday I sat by Dr Scliacht at luncheon toda> . 
Twenty people were there, some Amencans and many Germans 
Dr Schurman was the guest of honour Schacht indicated in 
rather sharp language his pro-Italian attitude and his great dis- 
like of England and the League of Nations “Why apply tho« 
sanctions to defeat Italy’s legitimate demand for colomal pos- 
sessions?” He showed no concern at all about the cruelty of 
semng other people’s territory and killing thousands of people 
He did not protest against the atutude of the Umted States, 
but made it plain that he was opposed to it He seemed to fear 
Italy would be defeated and, if so, that it would mean a sharp 
limitation on Germany when she comes to the pomt of seizing 
^territory He was more anti-Leaguc than I had ever noticed 
before. 

October 20 Sunday One has no rest here even on Sunday I 
go to the office each Sunday about 10 a m There is always a 
radio report of events in Washington and the United States 
which one has to read closely Soraetiincs there is a cable askmg 
informaUon, and half the Sundays there is a bunch of letters to 
be read, sometimes answered at once Since the government 
furnishes no stenographer, I have to ivnte very many letters by 
hand and Sunday is the best time * 

Today Loms Fischer, of The JVahon, New York, came direcUy 
from Moscow where he has lived for many years Knowing 
the attitude of ’The Hatton, I mnmated early m our conversa- 
uon that propaganda ^^ras the cune of our tune When he 
seemed a little troubled and asked ivkat I meant, I told him 
tlic story of my cxpcncncc with the New York Von Steuben 
Soaety which escorted about fifty German-Amencan Nazis 
through Germany This made Fischer’s defence of propaganda 
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difficult, for if Communist propaganda is right in the United 
States then Nazi propagandists have a sfmilar right to press 
their philosophy upon our country. 

Fischer was really puzzled to find a defence. ^Ve talked about 
the misrepresentations and omissions of history', and about the 
duty of each*country to have its real history taught to its people- 
He was surprised at several facts of our history and it became 
clear that he had never really studied JefTerson. He did not 
know that Jefferson tried all his life to bring about gradual 
abolition of slavery. It was clear that, although a widely read 
reporter on Communism, he was less well informed about the 
history of the long struggle for democracy in the United States. 
He did not know what sort of propaganda Lincoln sent to 
England in i86a: Henry Ward Beecher and Harriet B. Stowe 
and a score of others. At 12.30 1 was out for my hour's walk. 

October 34. Thursday. Senator James Hamilton Lewis of 
Chicago, here a montli ago, came back from Moscow where he 
was desperately ill some two or three weeks. I called on him 
at the Adlon Hotel. He looked quite feeble. He insisted on 
thanking me and my wife for sending a nurse to him from 
Berlin and especially for sending hominy grits to eat when he 
began to recover from pneumonia. He could find none in 
Russia and he could not digest other food for some days, "it was 
a curious inddent : At 12 o’clock one night when all of us here 
^vere in bed, there came a phone call from Russia through the 
New York Times office. It urged shipment of grits by aircraft 
next morning at 7.30. My wife was tlie only one in the house 
who heard the call. She answered and agreed to furnish two 
Jjoxes if the Times man would call and take tlie boxes to the air- 
^ field. He agreed and the foodstuff was thus forwarded. The 
Senator insisted that wc had saved his life. 

October 25, Friday, Robert H. Jackson, a very able young 
la%vyer from the Treasury Department in Washington, was one 
of my callers this morning. He talked freely of the great diffi- 
culty President Roosevelt has had to bring utility men and 
finanders to see what must be done if we are to escape another 
depression and a worse sodal dilemma. What he said about his 
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chicfMorgcnthau v.as reassuring The President kno;^ Iiis difli- 
culty and is doing his utmost to avoid any moves that might 
lead to a Tory \actory in 1936 He thinlcs Roosevelt wll \vin, 
but fears the American people will not know what the economic 
situation IS and dect a Congress which isnll be univilling to co* 
operate in constructive work That is my fear, even if Roosevelt 
should ^\rm with as big a majority asm 1932 Mr Jackson seems 
to me to be the ablest and wisest man who has come here from 
the United States in a long time 
At ^ 30 my friend Professor Wolfgang Wmdclband called 
and sadly informed me that he had been ordered to give up his 
position and go to Halle He says he will resign rather than 
obey the arbitrary order ‘Tf I went to HalJc there would be 
Hitler Jugend demonstrations against me, no students would 
register for my work, and in a few months I would be dis- 
missed ” This looks to me to be a true explanation 
The embarrassed professor, indignant to the hmit, wondered 
if there were a possibility of his finding a position in the United 
States I could not promise anythmg more than some friendly 
letters to American umversity presidents We have so many un- 
employed young scholars at home that I could not give much 
encouragement 

Only a day or tivo ago Attach^ Miller had brought me the 
story that the German Government had ordered automobile, 
typeivntcr and soving machine compames in the United States 
to cease sending parts free of charge to their branch offices here 
This means that the 60,000 Amcncan cars in Germany must be 
repaired by Germans ivho cannotreproduce patented parts This 
wll compel the oivncrs of the cars to buy new ones of German 
make when their cars arc m need of senous repairs This looks 
'.■k-!. ■m. kim/K -sE vgjt, -tesp, mii is uwiam to cause 

agitauon for further United States discnmmation against 
German goods 

JfmcmltT s Satmday I^drove as unobtrusively as possible 
in a taxi to the office of Dr Schmitt, former Minister of Econo 
nucs under Hitler Schmitt is the only real statesman I know 
m Germany who has held office under Hitler, though Schacht is 
a financial wizard of the highest order I reported in all con 
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fidence the facis about Professor Winddbind He Jnd not 
heard of the case, but he knew of the scheme of Rosenberg and 
Frank to force upon German universities the teaching and wnt 
ing of propaganda instead of history He said it uas a crazy 
scheme but that Hitler >vas committed to it However, he said 
he would try to mnuence Hitler when he saw him again, and 
tlicn asked me to speak to Von Neurath I said that would not 
do, as the whole thing was personal and m no way ofiiaal 
Sclimilt agreed, howe\cr, that rdauons with the United States 
could not improv e as Jong as such men as Rosenberg and Frank 
play the roles they do 

Schmitt then talked about the very dangerous position Gcr 
many is in, especially its Jinancial situation, so long os so much 
of Uie national income is de\oted to rearmament He went so 
far as to say Germany was headed for war and that any svar she 
might precipitate would bnngupon his country a worse disaster 
than that of 1918-19 He argued that the only way of salvation 
for Germany lay in re entrance into the League of Nations and 
rcneival of better economic rdauons bctivecn Germany, Eng 
land and the United States I said Nauonal Socialism was con 
trary to such a policy He agreed, but added that Hitler is more 
open to reason on this policy than ever before Dr Schacht, he 
said, had indicated a certain drift m that direcuon, contrary to 
what Schacht said to me the last time I saw him I am certainly 
not convinced of this Sdimitt argued that Germany must have 
colomal possessions and that England was ready to grant these 
through the League if Germany returned He said that Italy 
ought to be defeated because her invasion of Abyssmia was not 
th^way to get new colonial possessions 

■ KovembtT 7 Thursday At 7 o’clock, sve sat down in a box 
of a Serlin theatre with the French Ambassador and Jus wife 
The performance was to be Goethe’s famous Egmont Hitler 
came on time, Goenng by his side The audience rose and 
cheered, but very moderately They did not turn around in their 
places and heil Hitler as I had wtnessed more than once 
before Hitler looked our way and we bowed but of course did 
not give the Party salute 

^ 'Then the play began Furtwanglcr was again leading the 
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orchestra; he had been restored to favour. For an hour it went 
on. It Nvas well done. Then came the intermission. All guests 
moved in the direction where Hitler and Gocring, our hosts, 
were supposed to be. They were not to be found, but Dr. 
Goebbels stood at the entrance to tlic Hitler stall to greet all -nvIio 
approached him. Most of us did, but there was of course no real 
convenation. 

" I asked Von Ribbentrop teasingly what he %vas doing to keep 
the peace of Europe. He said! “Ali 1 can," but he was in no 
sense communicative, though the common talk of tlic last week 
or two has been that he is negotiating with secret agents of 
Laval, the French Foreign Secretary. M. Fran^ois-Poncct said 
tome: "There-are negotiations; but I do not know what is up. 
However, nothing is to be expected within quite a time." I sus- 
pect something between France^ England and Germany when- 
ever Mussolini is brought to terms. 

J/ovmbcr ig.^ Tuesday. The next caller ^vas Cornelius Lothrop, 
member, he claimed, of a famous Boston family of that 
• name. He said he was unemployed at home and had come to 
Berlin to teach English to Germans. He wanted a gift of money 
to help him along until January i, when he expected a 
position. I felt obliged to decline. Perhaps I was wrong, 
but so many people come for similar purposes, especially to 
sing. 

In the afternoon John L. Spivak called, with letter from a 
Chicago friend of mine, R. M. Lovett, to get possible informa- 
tion for a book about Italy, Germany and Poland. I asked, Why. 
not Russia? As he ivon a national reputation last water .with a 
book on German propaganda in the United States, I felt that he 
must include Russia or hb work would be regarded as anti- ■■ 
G«man.an£Lqr/v32<us3fau, Vct'wus'u.’ittlnrsurpfiscU. 
him certain information, confidentially, and told him whom to 
see in Germany, and if possible to travel about the country 
speaking German and learning for himself. He was rather 
uneasy lest he be arrested and thrust into prison incommu- 
nicado. I was a little disposed to agree, since similar people 
have been thrown out of the country or imprisoned without 
trial. 
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J{ovembeT 13. Wednesday. Since we are so well acquainted, I 
'asked the Dutch Minister today how he felt about meeting Hit- 
ler, Goering and Goebbels. He said he never ^had intervie^vs 
with Hitler and never accepted invitations to their spectacles or 
entertainments. I have not talked ^vith Hitler since February 6, 
1934, or Goering since June ofthe'same year. Goebbels had us 
to dinner in early June, 1 934. It is rather difficult to remain in 
my position here and never have any of^c triumvirate ^vith us 
^sbcially. They are the govemore of Germany and I'represcnt 
the United States here. But it is so humiliating to me to shake 
hands with known and confessed murderers. I am inclined to do 
' the same as the Dutch Minister to the end of my service, May, 
1936, as I now think. ** 

}(ovm.htr i6. Saiutday. We lunched with the Italian Am- 
bassador, The reception-room was cold, about 60® Fahrenheit. 
The dining-room was not much warmer. I was as uncomfortable 
as I had/been in September at Professor Windelband's. The 
palace is a wonderfully elaborate and roomy house, representing 
a great cost for a country that owes the United States two billions 
>or something like that and never e\’en apologiaes for not paying 
any part of the interest due. The furniture and paintings are 
very valuable, everything beautiful and in good tastej but I 
wo^d be ashamed, if I were the Ambassador, to invite an 
American official to the place. I left early because I had a cold 
coming I went to bed and took aspirin in the hope of fighting 
off another attack. 

.November ip. 'Tuesday, At 11.30 I called on the Soviet Am- 
bassador here, in his magnifleent palace, far greater than 
/that of the It^ian. But only one butler showed me to the 
office, other embassies having several such servants. He showed 
no disposition to take, or expect, a tip, the'only place in Berlin 
where one does not give a half or a whole mark every time one 
calls. 

rhe Ambassador had just returned from Rfosco^v at a mo- 
ment of uneasiness about the Japanese invasion ofNortlj Cliina. 

I intimat^ tJiat if the Russian Government had kept its pro- 
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miscs of 1933, our President and the English Govcmment might 
have made a joint protest in Tokyo, and that might have pre- 
vented this sort of aggressive conduct in "North China, He did 
not say he agreed, but I was sure he did agree. ladded: Ifthcsc 
countries Nverc to protest and threaten a boycott of Japan, the 
war would be stopped. He at once said he wished to cable my 
remarks to Moscow, I said: Ifyou do, do not intimate that it iu 
anything more than my opinion. 


November st. Thursday. An expert of the ‘Department of-. 
Labour in ^Vashington called for a short visit this morning. He 
is one of the many Americans who try to study Germany 
although they know no German. He seemed to be a wcll- 
infonned official and by no means disposed to parade 
himself. 

Hovemher 25. Monday. Ambassador Bullitt from Moscow 
came in this morning. He showed a real recovery from the 
disease which troubled him when he was here last September.. 
His, remarks about Russia were directly contradictory to the 
attitudes he held when he passed this way last year. Then he was 
to all intents and purposes enthusiastic. But Bullitt is the heir 
to a great fortune and was known as a liberal contributor to the 
Roosevelt campaign in 1932. My gift was S25. 

One thing he told me which surprised me was that when he 
left Moscow last autumn President Roosevelt asked him to visit 
China and report on Japanese plans and activity in the Far East.f 
He says now that China will make a terrible and determined 
resistance if Japan presses for domination of North China. One 
^pneral alone there has ioo.p.OQ Umijs.whn.'wll.'pifv^hn.^'apu-i 
nese ,army out of existence. I do not accept this. Bullitt said 
Russia had no biisincss trying to hold the peninsula which pro- 
jects into the Japanese sea at 'Vladivostok. That is all going-to 
be taken soon by Japan. Isaid: You agree that if the Germans 
have their way Russia svith 160,000,000 people shall be denied 

access to the Pacific, and be excluded from the Baltic? He said: 

“Oh, that makes no difference.” But I could not help adding’: 
You know thb treatment of Russia over the last two hundred 
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years has caused many wars. He replied only: ‘Ireland keeps 
England off the seas ” 

I was amazed at this kind of talk from a responsible diplomat 
who had done much to get^Russia recognized in 1933* 
President must know the Tn^*s mentality, but if so, how could 
he have appointed him Ambassador to Soviet Russia? 



viii 

November sS, 1^35 to February i, 1336. 

November 26. Tuesday. I include a report from a Frenclu - 
source about Schacht’s troubles : 

• The trouble that Schacht is in is this : He began to question 
and investigate and think curious the number of German bank 
notes in foreign countries %vhich he had not checked out. The 
exact ffiancial details of this I didn’t understand. Anyway he 
suspected something was wrong. So he began to investigate the 
loads of coal that went from Germany and discovered several 
old boxes, etc., concealed in the piles of coal which apparently 
the Jews had put there as a means of smuggling out their ovm 
money.' ifmvever, even this did not account for the tremendous 
sums in other countries. He began to suspect an official leakage. ^ 
So he marked.with a special number and system some hundreds * 
of thousands of marks in bank notes that \vcnt to Rosenberg, 
Himtnlcr and Goebbeis. These same bank notes turned up in 
foreign countries, revealing, with a httlc spy work, that fricse 
three men were financing fricir agents of propaganda abroad, 
not only tvith the money set aside officially for propaganda by 
Schacht but also with tremendous sums they could scrape to- 
gether through other sources of income, not allotved, according 
to Schacht, to leave the country. ^ ' 

They have been pocketing these private funds and using them’ 
abroad for their' agents. Schacht went in a fury to Hitler and 
told him the whole thing had to stop or Germany would be 
Hnnkrupv. Vitfrcibaronnti.wyevVJinni-srfre!s*uihi!ms*is £ne reason 
that Schacht is in danger. 

Nocmher 27. Wednesday. Max' Warburg reported todaV 
that he and Dr. Schacht had not been able to do anything to 
relieve the Jwrish situation. His information about the finandar 
abuses here, ^pcdally the Gocbbels group activity .“was the same 
I had heard from other sources. — ' - ^ 
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Jt'ormbcr s 8 . Thursday. Thomas J. ^VaUon of New York 
City, business man with a salary amounting to Si,ooo a day 
from several big corporations, yicnt an hour with rnc. Strangely 
enough, he is strongly RooseveUian and convinced that if big 
business insists on'dtfcating democracy in the United States 
there will be a rc%’olution which may lose business men al! Uicy 
have. He favours income tax at rates like iJiose of the British, 
which arc very high, and he is for lowering tariffs. He is oppos- 
'ing the attitudes of Newton Baker and John Davis in their ^ 
fight against the Federal Utility Act. 

A'erfwAer sq. Friday. We dined with thirty other gucsU at 
the home of Herr Karl Trutz. Many people were present, some 
university men svitli (heir wives. Whenever the conversation 
bore at all upon the present regime here, great dissatisfaction 
Wtis expressed. Not a favourable word was spoken. I was at one 
end of the dining-room, my ivife at did other. She heard noth- 
ing but criticism, $0 much that she did not venture any remarks 
that could reveal her altitude.'! was perhaps a little freer. These 
poor German peoplel , 

To complete-my hard day’s work ^ve all went to the Adloh 
Hotel as guests of the foreign press people to a supper and 
dance. Prince Louis Ferdinand went with Martha and cvenjn 
our car, which I had gently dbeouraged. I thought hb being 
wth us might cause trouble to him. But he insbted. There 
some surprise shown as we entered the large dining-hall. Frau 
^Sahm, >vife of the dbmbsed Mayor of Berlin, sat on Vny right, 
’the Mayor on the left of Sigrid Schultz, our' hostess. These 
poor people were most unhappy and conversation was quite db- 
tressed. The Mayor was the foremost in German msiyoi^lty 
service, thirty years at Uic head of cities. He ^'«ls dbmissed wth 
the approval of Hitler 'because he was not an enthusiastic Party 
member. 

'Herr Lcwald, the Olympic Games chief, sat»oppositc. Nor 
vWas-heJiappy, news having come over that Americans might 
not participate in the great show next summer. We could not 
talk about that. But Lewald is a quarter Jew, a fact recently db- 
covered here and pubUshed in the ne\vspapers. • I wondered what 
hiryeal thoughts were. I svas asked in January, i935,byaGer- 
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man official in America to aid in securing permission of the 
United States War Department for the purchase of a new model 
of rifle madc'at the army arscna\ in Springfield. This was a pe- 
culiar request because it seemed to me all such things should go 
directly through our War Department. The official said that the 
OhTnpic Committee wanted such arms for “training purposes.” 

The next table to us accommodated the British and Russian 
Ambassadors, who hardly spoke to each other, and Monsieur 
, Fran^ois-Poncet who seemed to be cordial to both. The poor 
■ Russian, perhaps the best intellect in the diplomadc service here, 

- was left almost alone*! Prince Louis Ferdinand went over to 
greet him though he had sent word to Miss Schultz that he 
could not sit at her table if the Russian were there, Communist 
executions of his Imperial kinsfolk in 1917 being the cause. It is 
my opinion the Russian Ambassador is not a proselytizing Com- 
munist. Von Neurath was equally indifferent, though he sat op- 
posite the.Russian. The last time we were at the Russian Em- 
bassy, Von Neurath was very cordial and many of the highest 
military men were equally friendly. At that time a treaty was 
being talked, of and the old Bismarckian element of Germany 
has always been pro-Russian in a measure. 

• December r. ‘Sunday. There is no end to entertainments. At 
9 o’clock we went to the Swiss Minister’s place, Where there 
.^ve^e an enormous crowd and about fifteen musicians. For two 
hours ^ve Ibtened to Bach and other eighteenth-century German 
music compos'ers. It was exceedingly good, though my poor taste 
for that sort of art prevented my enjoyment to the full. To me 
Bach was the best. When the performers ceased their functions 
and received long applause, the crowd jammed into a dining- 
room so crowded one could hardly move. They ate and drank 
for an hour, but I'kept out of the room. Home again a little 
after 12 o’clock. 1 must say the S\viss Minister and his wife 
were, as usual, most agreeable and entertaining. They .have 
been here many years, and arc very much troubled now. " 

, -December 3 . Monday. Our new Counsellor is here and ready 
. to take'.up the'^NO^k Mr. ^Vhite b leaving. The Counsellor 
Mr. Mayer, b from Indianapolb, and has served three yean at 
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Geneva I accompanied him to the Foreign Office and intro- 
duced him to Von Bulow and Dr Dieckhoff We had a very 
agreeable conversation , ^ 

December 3 Tuesday Sir Alexander Lawrence, a rather 
famous Englishman, was more than an hour ivith me He under- 
stands German plans as well as any German outside the govern 
ing group I raised the question of the British attitude on oil 
Sanctions against Italy He said he was in entire agreement and^ 
hoped his country, France and the Umted* St&les would offer a 
solid front, compel Italy to surrender and try tO force Musso- 
hm’s overthrow He said he had a home for winter residence m 
the neighbourhood of Florence, I believe, and that the people 
very frankly condemned and denounced the warscheme the last 
time he was there He was convmced the people of Italy would 
gladly get nd of the Duce if they ever had a chance 

As to Germany, he said he was certain the scheme of Hitler’s 
Metn Kampf to conquer a large part of Russia had not changed 
at all He added that England was a lot more interested m Ger- 
many than Italy Yet he agreed wth Minister Eden who de- 
mands a boycott ofltaly’s oil supply until she collapses He also 
expressed great hope that the President of the United States 
could co-operate ” , 

I said Yes, the sanctions would be useful and would probably 
be apphed if England really did what she was discussing I then 
raised the question of England’s attitude toivards Japanese ag- 
gression He said “Sir John Simon made our greatest blunder 
smee the League began by refusing to co operate ivith the 
Umted States when Maneboukuo was seized m 193T ” 

I talked then about the World War He had no bchef that 
Germany would have won even if Wilson had not entered the 
war m 1917 It was a peculiar attitude for an intclhgcnt and 
highly expentneed observer Perhaps all Englishmen have ' 
overlooked the fact that France was about to collapse in March 
and April, 1918, just as 300,000 Amcncan soldiers were arriv- 
ing each month That stopped Von Hindcnburg’s and Ciidcn- 
dorff’s great drive which began about March 18 Norcalobhga 
uon to the Umted States was recogmzed, nor have I ever heard 
a single Frenchman admit that Woodrow Wilson saved France, 
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though all Germans say : “Wilson defeated us, the treacherous 
\^ilson.” 

Deeemher 5 . Thursday. Colond Edward A. Deeds of Akron, 
Ohio, and Nc^v York City, president or director of twenty great 
American industrial concerns including the National Cash 
Register and the National City Bank, came to lunch today wth 
a score^'of, others, -^Americans and Germans, including James: 
‘‘Hazen HydeT Deeds had negotiated a deal \vith a German 
corporation for grading over our airplane patents so that the 
Gdrman company could manufacture and sdl a hundred planes 
to Italy, theAmerican company to share the profits. This seemed 
to me contrary to the spirit of the United States statute of 
neutrality which had been enacted last August. This sort of 
thing is done all the time in this European rvar atmosphere. I 
telegraphed a report of this deal to Washington a day or two 
ago. This news had come confidentially from a German aircraft 
man. 

Deeds talked all the time as though he were a good Roosevelt 
friend and real American democrat. He is another of the rich 
men who hang around European industrial centres, .like-the' 
Japanese, and -sell war materials at high profits \vithout ’fully ’ 
considering the real interests of their country. How should one 
treat such persons who always claim to be enthusiastic friends? 
A score of people talked two hours but said nothing — one of the 
evils of diplomatic life. • 

December 6. Friday. We sat down to dinner with the famous 
Dr. Max Sering, a friend of Secretary Wallace and foremost 
agricultural economist in Eurojw. Frau Sering tvas on my left 
and Countess von Tirpitz, tvidow of the famous German 
« Admiral who did so much to antidpatc American partidpation 
in the World War, on my fright. There was frank talk all the 
e\'cning. 

One woman openly hoped'I would help prevem Americans 
from partidpating in the Olympic Games here next summer 
a risky remark to make. Another ^vas even more positive when* 
describing hcrrcddcnce in the mountains of Bavaria, she said she 
could never think of lidng in Berlin under such a regime as that of 
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Hitler. She denounced the constant and amazing preparations 
for war. In spite of all her past connections with the autocratic 
HohenzoUem regime she said svar was a horror and should 
never be provoked again. Her contempt for Mussolini was com- 
plete. I did not say much; but it was evident that almost all 
present were of the same attitude. 

Before we left Dr. Bering and I talked together a fewjninutes. 

• Getting off the general subject of complaint against Jthe present 
regime, he said: “Germany's economic interests must spread 
over the Balkan zone, where there must be an exchange of 
industrial for agricultural goods.” I did not say to him that 
under the policy of Hitler and the present barter sj'stem which 
works so badly, Germany produces so nearly all the foodstuffs 
she needs that the Balkan folk cannot sell their meats and grains 
here. 

He added: ^'Of course political co-opcralion must ibllow.” 
This was not discussed because I did not care to remind him that 
the old Kaiser’s policy of expanding towards Constantinople was 
the chief cause of the World War. It is an instinctive policy of 
national-minded and even moderate Germans to annex parts of 
" the Balkan states and dominate the others, just as Mussolini 
' thinks the Mediterranean Sea and the countries bordering it are 
properly his, perhaps excepting France. ' ' 

Dtcemher g. Monday. We dined at the house of the former 
Finance Minister, Dr. Dietrich, of the Bruening period. There 
were some thirty people present, former'olBcials and university 
folk, and the sentiment was as critical and hopeless as at the 
two preceding dinners. Although there were some Nazi uni- 
forms present, I heard not a single statement in prabe of the 
present-daysystem. IVhat can all tfab mean? Eminent official 
and unofficial people arc all of the same mind even in tlic 
presence of Nazi officials. I cannot recall their names, as I 
cannot possibly remember German and French names unless I 
‘hear tlicm pronounced several times. 

The Minuter of Rumania singled me out and tailed almost 
violently about the Hoare-Lavai proposition sent to Mussolini 
last Saturday and dbcussed iu the press here today. He said hb 
country svas ready any time to apply oil sanctions to Italy, "and 
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now, when all of us smaller nations and the United States arc 
ready to stop oil shipments to Italy, England and France make 
a surrender wthout consultmg us or the League ” He was 
indignant 

I had heard previously that the reason for the Hoare-Laval 
proposition was the English-French fear that Commumsm 
nught come to Italy in case Mussolmi falls I think this is 
probably partly true, and that Naai Germany certainly ivants 
to see Mussohm‘«uccessful Perhaps these ttvo dictators have 
already made an agreement 

Decmher is Thursday These are busy days Mr Mayer 
and I called on Monsieur Francois Poncet at 1 2 o’clock and 
remained half an hour He mentioned to us the Hoare-Laval 
matter and thought Mussohm would make an agreement wth 
England and France and so end the Ethiopian crime I at once 
disagreed If Mussohm does accept, which I doubt, it means 
control of the Mediterranean and collapse of the League of 
Nations Mussohm thinks himself a Julius Caesar 
Fran90is Poncet argued strongly for the Hoare-Laval propo- 
sition I said It’s the biggest mistake since the World War 
It means an Italian-German combination for redistribution of~ 
eastern and southern Europe, and such a combination cannot be 
defeated by England and France Why did your governments 
not apply the oil sanction through the League with American 
co-operation and bring Mussohm to terms’ 

He said “Mussohm would have made war even if the oil 
sanctions had been applied We, the French Government, were 
unwilling to go to war, even if England were attacked ’’ It was 
an honest, frank discussion and Mr Mayer agreed with me at 
every point, which was significant since he had been at Geneva 
three years As v\c came away, Frangois Poncet said “Mr 
Ambassador, you are too logical ** Mr Mayer said “How can 
a Frenchman ever blame anyone for being logical’” 

December 13 Friday Mrs Anne O Hare McConmek, who 
vvntes for the ^ew York Times so cleverly, came to ask for an 
interview witli Hitler, having had one a year ago Her husband 
vvas ivith her They talked of their interview with Mussohm 
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and said : “The Duce reported a conversation he Iiad last spring 
wth Sir John Simon, British Foreign Secrit^l He had no’^lik* 
ing for the English. Sir John sat in conference at Stresa with his 
eyes closed, perhaps asleep, until the Duce said : ‘You know, all 
of you, that Germans intend to annex everything to Bag- 
dad !’ That a^vakened the British Foreign Secretary.” 

Mrs. McCormick told other things about Italy and its policy, 
revealing that she 'was interested in the personality of the 
Roman dictator. I pointed out to her that the Caesarian boasts 
of Mussolini resembled the Frederick Barbarossa aims of Hitler, 
both men being ill-informed and highly romantic, at the 
same time cruel to the last degree. She saw something' of my 
interpretation of things, but she was very hopeful of seeing the 
Fuehrer here. I told her we would suggest means of doing so, 
but were very doubtful since Hitler has refused so often the last 
few months. I suggested that she sec Dr. Schacht tvho would 
talk more frankly. 

December'' 14. Saturday. I learned last evening from a secre- 
tary of the French Embassy here that the British Ambassador 
had an hour’s interview with Hitler and that he had pressed 
'again the idea of a general peace agrccmcnl among all the 
greater potvers including the Russians. Hitler pretended to be 
willing to come to an armament agreement with the IVestOT 
powers, but broke into a furious denunciation of Russia, saying 
that Germany must go to %var against the Communists, the 
wicked Communists, forgetting how much the Nazis here have 
learned from Communist propaganda. Nothing seemed to be 
agreed to, but two German officials were to depart soon for 
Xx)ndon. I suspect this has merely to do with the naval confer- 
ence which can hardly amount to anything, Germany and Japan 
being united in naval matters. 

I think Sir Eric Phipps was sent to Hitler as a sort of gesture 
to distract public attention from the terrible blunder of tlic 
Hoare-Laval proposition. However, the papers gave no atten- 
tion to the incident but preached daily against the League of 
Nations for having tried to apply sanctions, as if there were any 
otlier %N*ay to stop a war except by applying them. For two 
months the German Foreign Office people had been amazingly 
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sUenl, gently intimating now and then that Germany might 
apply Unctions if the United States continued its policy in that 
direction. The real thing \vas that Na2i Germany feared to take 
any attitude until she could sec what happened to Mussolini 
whom Hitler hates, although he inutates him.^ AU military and 
naval experts here report the utmost speed in German rearma- 
ment. They are building the greatest military machine in tlic 
world. 

But now that England and France have taken a move that 
threatens to break up the League, -every German paper rejoices 
and is almost willing to join Italy in her adventures. 

At a tea gathering at our home this afternoon, the one subject 
of concern was the Hoare-Laval proposal and the abandonment 
of the sanctions policy of the League. The Russian Ambassador, 
the Rumanian and the Czechoslovak Ministers were in confer- 
ence half the time. They said the small powers of the Balkan 
region tvould >vithdraw from the League if England’s policy 
were applied: “There would be no safety for little states in 
Europe in a League which docs not prevent annexations like 
that which Italy is attempting in East Africa.” 

December iff. Monday. Since Von Neuralh was witli Hitler 
when Sir Eric saw him, I called on him today. There were t^vo 
ministers of small countries with the Foreign Secretary when 
I arrived, and they stayed fifteen minutes, talking about the 
Balkan attitude towards the recent English-French policy. One 
of them is on the way to Paris tonight. 

Von Neurath was as agreeable as ever but gave no inkling of 
Germany’s position. When I asked him what Germany would 
do if Mussolini annexed Egypt, he said : “Nothing.” I then 
a 2 lu 3 j: Palestine and wcciU SaH AtAj- hand's 

isn t that true? He said : “Yes, but we shall do nothing even if 
England and Italy go to %var.” Since he is closer to Hitler no^v 
than at any time since I came to Berlin, this seemed significant 
The real point, however, is as always here: “We arc not vet • 
armed.” ^ 

December 19. mursday. Colonel Claude A. Tupper, an engi- 
neer and business man from Chicago, was here for half an hour. 
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He revealed conflicting attitudes : much of Nazi work scented 
promising to him, a good deal of it unreasonaljle, especially the 
propaganda' in the United States. He had been an hour with 
Dr. Schacht whom he had known when in Chicago some years 
ago. “Schacht said to me,” he reported confidentially, “his ad- 
dress delivered in Leipzig had been submitted to Hitler and 
Hitler had approved it, yet the German newspapers did not 
print a word of the critical parts.” This looks strange, but is not 
unusual here. In a few days there will be a violent attack upon 
the Jews either by Goebbels or Strcichcr, the NUmberg propa- 
gandist, and Hitler will have approved what is said. 

The Colonel added that Schacht had said his situation is most 
critical here, “so difficult that I would like to jump off a ship 
into the ocean.” I am quite sure Schacht said^something like 
this, for several times he has talked the same way to me. One 
thing is fairly certain : If Schacht fails, there is apt to be a col- 
lapse, and a financial collapse might bring the HohenzoUems to 
the throne. Schacht would almost certainly be the Chancellor 
under a parliamentary restoration. However the HohenzoUems 
would have a hard time if they went on vdth the war 
policy. 

When Tupper spoke of the State Department in Washington 
as receiving ridicule here and elsewhere in Europe I was a little 
sceptical He made an exception of Secretary Hull and I be- 
lieve Hull’s trade Uberalism is the one thing that is criticized 
here though it seems to me the only promising policy of the 
United States for Germany, even if Hull is not in sympathy 
witli the present Nazi regime. 

December 20. Friday. The Dutch Minister reported that he 
had heard no news that Dutch-English-American oil com- 
panies — Shell, Sinclair and Standard — had brought pressure to 
bear in London and Paris to stop the League sanctions against 
Italy, especially oil sanctions 1 had heard indirectly tliat a 
Sinclair Oil man in Paris and some big business man in Lon- 
don had applied pressure, and conscgucntl^ I had dropped 
the Dutch Minister a note on the subject.* I'-'am still of tlic 
opinion that the oil companies used pressure. .Tlicy have inter- 
ests at stake, especially the Standard Oil Company, in Rumania 
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and Pcnia, and their interests have in the past caused extra- 
ordinary performanccs^in America. 

The German papers have suddenly ceased their fun-making 
of the League. The House of Commons^voted yesterday such 
a sharp criticism of the Hoarc-Laval scheme tliat Hoarc 
resigned. There is talk of Austen Chamberlain being made 
Fordgn Secretary, a man whose nc\vspapcr articles against Nazi 
Germany have been so severe that the government here sent 
a violent protest to London a few weeks ago. Imagine Iiim 
being appointed Fordgn Secretary I 

At 8 o’clock, I sat down by Von Papen, at a dinner given at 
the Herren Club, the oldest and most aristocratic orgamzation 
in Berlin, 1 believe. There were forty or fifty men at the tables. 
On my tight sat the o\vner of the Frankfurter Z'^itung, inti- 
mating his strong opposition to the Nazi regime. As I was not 
fred to respond. Von Papen being on my left, there could be 
ho outspoken criticism. To my surprise Von Papen quite openly 
said; ‘^Vell, I see that your people have got rid of Huey 
Long.” He then asked if there were real opposition to Roose- 
velt. I said: Yes, big business is almost unanimously opposed, 
and Father Coughlin is always breaking loose. Von Papen is a 
Catholic, but he showed no sympathy wth Coughlin. 

When we all rose from the tables and fotind places in the 
large library of the club there ^vas group conversation which 
indicated a strong approval of the British abandonment of 
the Hoare-Tja\'aI bmincss. One elderly man spoke wth 
enthusiasm of Woodrow ^Vikon as the one statesman of the 
\Vorld War era — "a man who meant to put an end to war ” 
he said. I am sorry I did not get his name. He added: 
“There Is far more approval of Wilson in Germany than you 
suppose.” 

December 2 Z. Saturday. We-lunched with the kindly, fticndly 
Eichbergs. Both are extremely miserable, no escape from 
Germany bring possible for them unless they give a big sum 
to the Nazi Party and swear themselves no longer Je^vs or 
perhaps illegitimate children of other people, reared by Jews 
as some Je^vs here have done. They have a beautiful Hbrary’ 
There were some people of high station at dinner, and the wife 
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He revealed conflicting attitudes: much of _ Nazi work seemed 
promising to him, a good deal of it unreasonable, especially the 
propaganda' in the United States. He had been an hour wth 
Dr. Schaclrt whom he had known when in Chicago some years 
ago. “Schacht said to me,” he reported confidentially, “his ad- 
dress delivered in Leipzig had been submitted to Hitler and 
Hitler had approved it, yet the German nesvspapers did not 
print a word of the cridcal parts.” Tins looks strange, but is not 
unmual here. In a few days there \viU be a violent attack upon 
the Jews either by Goebbcls or Streicher, the NfJmberg propa- 
gandist, and Hitler will have approved what is said. 

The Colonel added that Schacht had said his situation is most 
critical here, “so dilHcuU that I would like to jump off a ship 
into the ocean.” I am quite sure Schacht said_,somethijig like 
this, for several times he has talked the same way to me. One 
thing is fairly certain ; If Schacht fails, there is apt to be a col- 
lapse, and a financial collapse might bring the HohenzoUems to 
the throne. Schacht would almost certainly be the Chancellor 
under a parliamentary restoration. However the HohenzoUems 
would have a hard time if they went on with the war 
policy. V 

When Tupper spoke of the State Department in Washington 
as receiving ridicule here and ekewhere in Europe I was a little 
sceptical. He made an exception of Secretary Hull and I be- 
lieve Hull’s trade liberalism is the one thing that is criticized 
here though it seems to me the only promising policy of thc_ 
United States for Germany, even if Hull is not in sympathy 
with the present Nari regime. 

December so. Friday. The Dutch Muiister reported that he 
had heard no news that Dutch-English-American oil com- 
panies — Shell, Sinclair and Standard — had brought pressure to 
bear in London and Paris to stop the League sanctions against 
Italy, especially oil sanctions. I had heard indirectly that a 
Sinclair Oil man in Paris and some big business man in I/On- 
don had a_p_pUed .pressure, and J .had iiiayioed 

the Dutch Minister a note on the subject’- I'-'am still of the 
opinion that llic oil companies used pressure. JTicy have inter- 
ests at stake, especially the Standard Oil Company, in Rumani® 
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and Persia, and tlicir interests have ip the past caused extra- 
ordinary performances in America. * j . ♦ r i • j 
The German papers have suddenly ceased therr fun-making 
of the League. The Houje of Ckunmons voted yesterday such 
a sharp criticism of the Hoarc-Laval scheme that Hoarc 
resigned. There is talk of Austen Chamberlain being made 
Fordgn Secretary, a man whose newspaper articles against Nazi 
Germany have hcen so severe that the govemmcnl hwe sent 
a violent protest to London a few ^vccks ago. Imagine lum 
being appointed Foreign Secretary I 
At 8 o’clock, I sat dorni by Von Papen, at a dinner given at 
the Herren Club, the oldest and most aristocratic organization 
in Berlin, I believe. There were forty or fifty men at the tables. 
On my right sat the owner of the FTarkfurler inti- 

mating his strong opposition to the Nazi regime. As I tvas not 
fred to respond, Von Papen being on my left, there could be 
ho outspoken criticism. To my surprise Von Papen quite openly 
said: *^ell, I see that your people have got rid of Huey 
Long.” He then asked if there were real opposition to Roose- 
velt. I said: Yes, big business is almost unanimously opposed, 
and Father Coughlin is always breaking loose. Von Papen is a 
Catholic, but he showed no sympathy ^vith Coughlin. 

^Vhen we all rose from the tables and found places in the 
large library of the club there was group conversation which 
indicated a strong approval of the British abandonment of 
the Hoarc-Laval business. One elderly man spoke with 
enthusiasm of Woodrow Wilson as the one statesman of the 
World War era — “a man who meant to put an end to war,” 
he said.! I am sorry I did not get his name. He added : 
“There is far more approval of Wilson in Germany than you 
suppose.” 

December si. Saturday. We-lunchcd svith the kindly, friendly 
Eichbergs. Both are extremely miserable, no escape from 
Germany being possible for them unless they give a big sum 
to the Nazi Pari^ and ssvear themselves no longer Jeivs or 
perhaps illegitimate duldren of other people, reared by Jews, 
as some Jews h«e have done. They have a beautiful library! 
There were some prople of high station at dinner, and ihe wife 
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of General \on Sccckt of the army Cnticism was common 
talk, but not by Uie host and hostess 

Deemhtr 22 Sunday At 4 o’clock, sve had a tea party for 
Mamner, Counsellor in Pans, who stopped here on hts way 
to Warsaw What'Mamner said about events in Pans was very 
interesting La\'al had put over on Sir Samuel Hoarc his 
scheme of extreme concessions to Mussolim Now the Frcncli 
people arc more anti'Laval than before We learned today, I 
said, tliat Anthony Eden is to succeed Hoarc Mamner re- 
plied, “That would trouble Laval, but would not cause the 
vveakemng of England’s position in Pans, the people being ev cn 
more against hfussolini tiian against the Laval Government *’ 

Mamner reported that Bullitt’s interview in Bcrlm on De- 
cember I was telegraphed to Pans that day, and tliat Hemot's 
wife had read the telegram before Bullitt had arrived m Pans 
about December 3 \Viiat Bulhtt said here was astounding to 
me in view of his past record When Madame Hemot re- 
ported to Mamner that Bullitt had spoken against Russia and 
in favour of Japan, he was amazed I bad been so shocked at 
his advice to the French Ambassador m Berlin not to favour the 
Russian-French peace pact that 1 reported to the State Depart- 
ment I suspect Bullitt’s words were telegraphed to Washington 
before he reached Pans 

There was much interesting talk about Eden’s appomtment 
in London and its meanmg here There is not apt to be any 
more unfriendly League talk in German official circles Musso 
lim is a puzde to Hitler, who is reported to hate him, yet he 
must praise him for seizing Ethiopian territory 

December 23 Monday I received a letter from our Minister 
m Prague saying that an American journalist has been in the 
temble Dachau concentration camp near Munich for several 
months, not allowed to wntc to me or to the Consul in Berlin 
where he was seized I referred the matter at once to 
Consul’ Cost, tAe Acst mihrmcd' person Acre to run dbivn sued 
stones “■ 

December sg Sundq;e We had some fr^e time this last week, 
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though my ^vifc .and daughter were busy half the time filling 
the house with Christmas decorations, a tall tree, flo'vcrs and 
little lights to make 'the house look joyful. Everything was 
beautiful enough, but restful hours were of chief importance 
for me. 

I received a letter today from a friend in the State Depart- 
ment, asking me to cable what it was best in my opinion to do 
to check the Italian war which threatens now to involve France, 
England and the little Mediterranean powers. I reviewed the 
situation as best I could and had a brief statement in mind as 1 
went home to dinner today, after two hours in the office. 

We had information a few days ago that Secretary William 
Phillips, in London for the naval conference, is to arrive here 
tomorro;v. ^Vc have arranged to have twenty people to meet 
him, including the Britbh and French Ambassadors, DicckhofT 
and Ritter from the German Foreign Office, and others like 
young Prince Louis Ferdinand. Von Neurath and Dr. Schacht 
as w^ as nearly all other higher German officials are at their 
country estates until January 8, the German custom at Christ- 
mas time. Mr. Phillips told Mr. Mayer of the staff here by 
long-distance phone that he vnshes to meet Hitler. We had to 
say : There is no chance unless you can remain past January 8, 
1936, Hitler being at Bcrchtesgadcn in Bavaria. 

December 30. Monday. Secretary Phillips spent an hour talk- 
ing over the difficulties in the United States and the almost 
certain failure of the naval conference in London where he 
renews his task on Janutuy 5. The outlook is not good, “and 
all high offidals in London cxp«:t war with Italy.” How fool- 
ish arc these European governments, especially the dictator- 

ffiihcuifies peacea'blyl 
Nor is our country any wiser. The folly was ^vhen America 
refused to co-operate with the League of Nations and now 
must spend nearly a billion a year of the people’s money 
preparing for war. ^ 

At 11.30 w? hid all our exports, indudlng the staffmembOT. 

come to meet Mr. Phdhps and give him up-to-date informa- 
tion about an phases of German activity. “Germany is one vast 
military camp, said Major Smith, MUitary Attachi. Our Com- 
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mcrcial Attachd said, “In two years Germany will be manu- 
facturing oil and gas enough out of soft coal for a long war, 
the Standard Oil Company of New York furnishing millions 
of dollars to help.” “The substitutes for cotton which the Ger- 
mans are making are rapidly reaching such a stage that Ameri- 
6an cotton can be dispensed with” was the opinion of Captain 
Crockett who described the wonderful cloths and tvar-stuffs 
made from combinations of wood and straw of various kinds 

Mr. Phillips was amazed and distressed, although all this 
information has been going to the Department for two whole 
years. But no high official can master all the reports as they 
pile up there. Major Smith agreed to take Phillips to see the 
vast camps and airfields tomorrow. 

At la o’clock, some thirty press people came to hear what 
Mr. Phillips might say and to ans^ve^ questions as to what 
may happen to them if they are cxpclJed ftom the country, as 
is frequently rumoured here. I could not remain for the whole 
hour they were to exchange view. Our press people are ex- 
ceedingly well informed and absolutely trustworthy if one 
tvarm them what is not to be reported. 

At 1.30, our party sat do^vn together and after we finished 
luncheon, there were intimate conversations tvith Secretary 
Phillips about the dangerous situation in Germany and the 
possible attitudes of the United States. The English and the 
French guests were the most solemn. So things go here ahvays. 

January i, 1936. Wednesday. Another troubled year begins. 

At 5 o’clock today, we received all the American and Eng- 
lish journalists here, abo members of the Embassy staff, the 
various attaches and other bclpen, clerks and stenographers. 

It was a party of dghty or ninety people and quite a strain 
for me. Secretary PMlips was also wth us for a half hour, 
and two German editors who have seen much of the world and 
are none too happy, though they showed no signs. 

January Saturday, This morning’s German papers report 
on the front page the gist of Representative hfcRcynoId’s pro- 
posal in Congress to give Roosex’clt and the State Department 
the right and the power to apply a boj-cott to any aggressor 
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nation when it starts a tvar, the time to do it being indicated 
by cv'cnts. This is almost exactly what I telegraphed and wrote 
on Sunday, December 29. If Congress enacts tliis proposal the 
United States is going to recover the power in international 
affairs it lost in 1920, and Roosevelt may be able to do what 
\Vilson tried so earnestly to accomplish in 1919. 

The German papers all reported this proposition to their 
readers but made no editorial comment. SVhen I went to the 
ofRce at 9.30, a radio copy of Roosevelt’s speech of last night 
to both houses of Congress came promptly to my desk. It is 
a marvellous but very shrewd indictment of all dictatorships, of 
all nations which persist in organizing great armies and pre- 
• tending they have a right to annex smaller nations* territory. 
No German official can read this address without serious con- 
cern, It tells the ivhole world about the suppression of freedom 
here and the complete subordination of the people. I do not 
tliink any paper trill dare print any part of this address. Edi- 
tors would be imprisoned, perhaps even be executed, if they 
printed it verbatim. The speech seemed to me so timely and far- 
seeing that I sent a cable of congratulations and a promise to 
cable the effects or reacdons here in a day or two. 

In the afternoon, the German papers broke out in denuncia- 
tions of Roosevelt’s proclamation to all the world, defending 
themselves as a people who had been unjustly handled in 
treaties. The Borsen Z^ilung said Roosevelt is another Wood- 
roiv ^Vilson trying to subordinate and betray the poor German 
people who are not allowed to migrate to the United States. 
The Angrif, Goebbels’ paper, attacked the President all over 
the first page. The Berliner Tageblatt was not unfair, but it 
did not speak favourably of this great effort to stop wars. No 
paper ivliich I have seen quoted a single paragraph verbatim. 
They all drew conclusions aimed at inciting the Germans! In 
my judgment, most Germans actually admire the President 
c\’en though they get only half-truth on any point. I shall see 
many of them before long. 

Realizing the importance of co-operation when the League 
meets on January 20, I sent Martha to the Russian Embassy 
tvith a brief note saying that I would like to sec the Ambassa- 
dor. My wife had told me it seas unwise to see the Communist 
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rcprcscntati\e Martlxa \\cnt to the Adlon Hotel, only a blo^ 
from the Embassy, dismissed the chauficur and Uicn ^valked 
to tlic Embassy Tlic card svas delivered The Ambassador^^ 
avvay Martha told the Counsellor not to telephone me The 
Counsellor agreed but said, **Tell your father to come at 7i an)* 
way ” So as I went back to my office at 4 , 1 planned to dnv’c 
over near the proper place and then walk alone to the Am- 
bassador’s office. 

To my surprise when I returned to the house at 6 45» the 
Russian Ambassador called on the phone and said he was at 
home and would be glad to see me AAer all my precautions, 
the Secret Police tlius had proof in their office -of my visit to 
the wicked Communist Ambassador It was his blunder I am 
not sure he did not do it on purpose, in order that the Ger- 
mans might learn of my supposed fhendly relations 

So I went to sec the Soviet leader here, who is so unwelcome 
that one rarely secs him at an official luncheon or dinner He 
told me his government was ready to co-operate at once with 
the League in sancuons against Italy He also said Rumania 
was even more ready for prompt acQon He said the French 
Ambassador had made tc plam to him that he feared a defeat 
of Mussolini would mean the German annexation of Austria 

^Vhen we were through talking about the effects of Roose^ 
velt’s attitude, I said to him I hope your government will 
manage to stop propaganda in the United States where it does 
no good Let the two countries learn how to co-operate in com 
mcrcial matters and help keep the peace of the world We are 
a democracy and your people arc Communist. Each people has 
Its nght to Its own method of government, but it must not in- 
terfere with other peoples He agreed and said he would do 
all he could 

January 6 Monday Goncemed about the German attitudes 
towards the new sanctions question and the solid front England 
and France are reported to be forming against Mussohm’s 
crazy policy, I wrote a note m band to the former Secretary of 
Economics, Dr Kurt Schmitt, and asked if he could stop at my 
office on his way home The note was taken by one of our mes- 
senger boys to avoid cjcposmg Schmitt to the Secret Pohee 
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\Vc talked more than half an hour. His reactions to the 
American attitude about sanctions were less favourable than two 
months ago when I saw him. He is still op^sed to Mussolini’s 
aggression but less so than before, indicating he thought the 
emergence of Communism in Italy would ensue in the event of 
Mussolini’s defeat or compulsory overthrow under the pres- 
sure of England and France and even the Pope, who is not^too 
much opposed to dictatorslups. When I raised the question of 
Austrian relations with Germany he said there was no interest 
here in the annexation of Austria now. 

^Vhen I alluded to vast army expansion, he said ; “You know 
all Germm^ have been taught militarism for fifty years and 
all Prussian Germans for nearly 200 years. This has given the 
• people an attitude which no other people has. Every man has 
sewed lus term in the army and he thinks it an honour to have 
his son sewe and have his chance to become an officer. This 
basic national attitude is tvhat gives the Germans the appear- 
ance of wishing ^va^. We do not want war and this is one reason 
notHng will be done about Austria, though everybody knows 
Axistria is German,” 

_ On all three points Dr. Schmitt, considered a liberal oppo- 
nent of the present regime, showed a modified attitude, milder 
by far than when I last saw him. What has happened? He is 
still in control of the German life insurance companies. My 
■ guess is that he has been given considerable attention by Hitler 
>vhom he said he had talked svith before Christmas. He thinks 
American attitudes are less important, though he is still an 
advocate of German-EngUsh-United States co-operation. The 
Italian dictatorsWp is more agreeable to him because Commun- 
ism may arise there, and vast armament is not so dangerous 
because Germany is naturally inclined towards big armies I ^But 
when I alluded to the Jewish difficulties, he flared up a 
little and to references to the university situation were of 
the same character as before: a big blunder on the part of 
Germany. ^ 

/u he wmh away 1 said: 1 sent a messenger with my note to 
avoid possible embarrassment to you. He repUed: “I had no 
hesitancy about calling yon on the telephone because I have 
no idea the pohee beheve 1 give private information, which of 
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course 1 don't. I shall talk about these things to Hitler when 
I see him.” ^ 

A 

January g. Thursdcy. Afost Germans I see stress the peace 
objectives of the Third Reich, including some men who are 
entitled to real consideration. But this evening my ^vife and 
I went to the great movie theatre, the UFA Palast, to see 
the wdely advertised Unser Wthrmacht (Our Defence Power) 
film. For an hour a huge audience watched and applauded the 
scenes : vast army fields \vith tan^ and machine guns operating 
and soldiers falling to the ground, all shooting and some killed J 
great parades ofheavy trucks and big cannon; air attacks wth-* 
hundreds of flying machines dropping bombs on a city. At 
strategic moments Hitler, Goering and even Gocbbels appeared 
on the scene indicating their approval of all that waS going an. 
The audience applauded many times. I could hardly endure the 
scene and what seemed to me the brutal performances. 

If this means German devotion to peace, I cannot under- 
stand this psychology. ^Vhea Hitler speaks be stresses his peace 
objectives, yet he and Goering parade on every possible occa- . 
sion in their elaborate uniforms, all the soldiers shouting “Heil 
Hitler.” The generals of the Reichsivehr seem less enthusiastic 
but they never condemn ivar as a means of advancing Ger- 
many’s interests. 

January lo. Friday. At 11.30 I went in full dress to the 
annual reception which Hitler gives to the diplomatic corps. 
Practically every ambcissado^ and minister ivas present, all 
dressed in formal style, some with old-time hats and wonderful 
gUt-finished clothes. It reminded me of the eighteenth century. 

\Ve waited nearly half an hour before the Chancellor arrived. 
The Italian Ambassador was the only one who seemed embar- 
rassed, the Soviet man simply keeping still unless approached 
by others, 

*2 o’clock, Hitler, Von Ncurath, Von BOlow, Lammers 
and Meissner na.wr assrp aVw /wa;pvivsw-4'W5vrr wiVaie Abe 
mats were all lined up according to rank, the red-dressed Papal 
head of the long dn;plar line. The gay French 
Ambassador stood next to him, I was third in line and the Cng- 
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lish representative was next to me. The Nuncio read a mean* 
ingless essay of congratulations in French which Hitler did not 
understand any better than 1 did. The Chancellor replied in' 
briefer form, boasting a little of unemployment relief ^vhich 
he had given the German people, not explaining that nearly 
all the relief was due to the armament boom. 

\Vhen Hitler came along the line he talked at some lengtii 
to the Nuncio about a certain Catholic cloister which he had 
kno^vn and something of Church history, \Vhen he shook hands 
with the Frenchman, he asked about the floods of the Seine in 
Paris. Tuming^towards me, I said to him that I noticed that he 
lalked history" wth the Nundo and that I supposed he read 
liistory tvith real interest. He replied: “Yes, history is far better 
for me than politics which wears me out.” Before he turned 
to my English colleague, he asked: “When arc you moving 
into the BlQchcr Palace 1 ” I had to say I did not know. He 
showed considerable interest, referring to the unfortunate 
effects of the subway which has caused the palace to show signs 
of possible collapse of the walls. Then he went on down the 
line and to my surprise talked with the Russian more freely 
than with several others. 

We were all free to leave at 12.30. While it is regarded as 
necessary, this kind of show seems to me useless. The cars all 
departed in order, everybody dropping a tip in the hands of 
servants who were at the door, 

Januaiy ii. Saturday. Three days ago I received a letter from 
the University of Chicago offering Professor Otto Hoetzsch 
proper compensation if he would lecture there next spring, 
April and May, on European affairs between 1920 and 1930! 
Hoetzsch was one of the best-known and most popular profes- 
sors in Berlin. He was so affected by his dismissal that he Was 
seriously ill for a month. Having known him fairly well and 
remembering our ^vork together in Leipzig in 1899 , 1 did what 
I could to get the University of Chicago to extend' this 
invitation. 

As soon as the offer came 1 sent word to him to call at the 
office. He visited me on January 7 and I ashed him if he eonld 
accept and promised to forward his answer by cable to Chicago 
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course 1 don’t. I shall talk about these things to Hitler when 
I see him.” ^ 

January g. Thursday, Most Germans I see stress the peace 
objectives of the Third Reich, including some men tvho are 
entitled to real consideration. But this evening my wife and 
I went to the great movie theatre, the UFA Palast, to see 
the widely advertised Unser Wehrmacht (Our Defence Power) 
film. For an hour a huge audience watched and applauded the 
scenes : vast army fields with tanks and machine guns operating 
and soldiers falling to the groimd, all shooting and some killed; 
great parades of heavy trucks and big cannon ; air. attacks Vrith" 
hundreds of flying machines dropping bombs on a city. At 
strategic moments Hider, Goering and even Goebbels appeared 
on the scene indicating their approval of all that was going on. 
The audience applauded many times. I could hardly endip« the 
scene and what seemed to me the brutal pciformances. 

If this means German devotion to peace, I cannot under- 
stand this psychology. When Hitler speaks he stresses his peace 
objectives, yet he and Goering parade on every possible occa- , 
sion in their elaborate uaiforms, all the soldiers shouting “Hell 
Hitler.” The generals of the Rdchsivehr seem Jess enthusiastic 
but they never condemn war as a means of advancing Ger- 
many’s interests. 

January so. Friday, At 11.30 I went in full dress to the 
annual reception which Hitler gives to the diplomatic corps. 
Practically every ambassador and minister was present, all 
dressed in formal style, some with old-timc hats and wonderful 
gilt-finished clothes. It reminded me of the eighteenth century. 

We waited nearly half an hour before the Chancellor aiTi%cd. 

The Italian Ambassador was the only one tvho seemed embar- 
rassed, the Soviet man simply keeping still unless approached 
by others. 

*®_o’clock, Hitler, Von Ncuralh, Von Bfliow, Lammers 
and Meissner came into the reception-room where (he diplo- 
mats were all lined up according to rank, the red-dressed Papal 
Nuncio at the head of the long cinpilar line. The gay French 
Ambassador stood next to him, I %vas third in line and Uic Eng- 
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lish representative was next to me. The Nuncio read a mean- 
ingless essay of congratulations in French which Hitler did not 
understand any better than I did. The Chancellor replied in' 
briefer form, boasting a little of unemployment relief which 
he had given the German people, not explaining that nearly 
all the relief was due to the armament boom. 

\Vhen Hitler came along the line he talked at some length 
to the Nuncio about a certain Catholic cloister \vhich he had 
kno^vn and sometlung of Church history. When he shook hands 
wth the Frenchman, he asked about the floods of the Seine in 
Tuming^towards me, I said to him that I noticed that he 
|alked Imtory'with the Nuncio and that I supposed he read 
history ^Mh real interest. He replied: “Yes. hUtory is far better 

In" r' V ”'*'■'= hs turned 

to my English coUeaeue, he asked* “VVKi»n 

into the Blucher Palaver I hX 

thXtb'JevXlt' orTfre*; 

We were all bee to leave it i. wii,-i • . 
necessary, this kind of show seeins' to' l“ “ 
departed in order, evcrvbodv ° useless. The cars all 
servants who were at the doo^ a Up in the hands of 


the UnWenity of CWc^o'offSng^Prof ''“''n “ 
proper compensaUon if he would^Wt ^ J Hoetzsch 
April and May. on EuropL^affai ’X ^P™g. 

Hoctech wns one of the tet-kno^ >>«ween rgao and 1930. 
sors in Berlin. He svas so aflie^Tv V Pr°fe- 

Ujl- ... ... 'Ka* 

^ soon as the offer cam,, t 
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national agricultural conference to be held in England next 
summer. He showed me a letter from Secretary Wallace. He 
is a man of cighty*four or eighty-five but still vigorous. His 
daughter married the son of the famous Admiral^von Tirpitz. 
Sering is a Lutheran who is resentful of the Nazi <fhurch control 
and reorganization. He is also an old-time royalist who prays 
for Hohenzollem restoration. Yet he believes Hitler to be a 
real statesman as ’contrasted with Gocbbcls and Gocring. 

When he said : "Germany docs not want war again,” I could 
not help mentioning the film we saw on the 9th at the UFA 
Palast. I saw that he, like most Germans, does not grasp the 
military and,*aggressive attitudes behind such shows and the 
sale of imllions of little bombs and tanks to children as Christ- 
mas presents. 1 did not wish to add to his unhappiness so we 
discussed his agricultural problems as he appraises them. He 
will undoubtedly have something worth ^vhile to say if he goes 
to thexonference, half of the delegates coming from the United 
States. If the educated German people only understood their 
own history I 

Janmiy 16. Thursday. I was at a dinner given in honour of 
R. L. Hague of the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey 
wbi<^ ships great quanddes of oU to Hamburg in return for 
15,000-ton tank ships. The president of the German shipbuild- 
ing company in Hamburg which makes the tankers said they 
employed J ,000 men as a consequence of the Standard Oil 
contract. He also said he made similar ships for England and 
that all of them are so built that they can be readily converted 
into warships. However, the Hamburg business man made it 
perfectly plain that he disliked the Hitler regime, though not 
Hitler -so much. He said his children in the Hamburg school 
bad to learn great lalschocKU at the command of Nazi teachers 
compelled by Rosenberg to teach nonsense. ’ 

January 17. Friday. About noon today a staff member sent 
down a detailed telegram which he wished I would sign for the 
code men to get off. It was more than twice as long as it should 
have been, and about the fifth time since his arrival here.that 
he has sent long, detailed and even unimportant cables 'the 
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cost of some ofthem being over $100. I had shown him several 
times how to abbreviate tbcM and save half the cost. He had 
yielded, but had sometimes failed to do what he had promised. 
So I rewrote this one vdth omission of all unessential sentences, 
mabingit only half as Jong as his original. I sent it bach to him 
to be sent as my telegram duly signed. I went away for my 
usual noonday walk. . 

When I returned to the office in the afternoon, my secretary 
reported that the man in question had been angry and com- 
plaining. But I have made up my mind to write telegrams 
myself, if he cannot learn how to write. 

This illustrates the spirit of the diplomatic sirvice people. 
They are graduates of Harvard, Princeton and one or two 
other universities. Being the sons of rich men, hardly one in 
ten has ever leimed anything about clear-cut, succinct writing, 
even less about history. They think it perfectly right Jo load 
oif $1,000 a month on their government, and at the same time 
they think they are free to come to their offices at xo or ii 
o*cIock each morning, remain two hours, clerks doing their 
work, and then go away to some luncheon and remain until 4 
o’clock. One or two more hours in the office and then they’feel 
free to go to a card party or a little later to a dinner where * 
they remain until 12 or i o’clock. I have tried to correct all 
this, set definite hours for office work and urge a more regu- 
lated social life. Most of the staff members have become co- 
operadve, though I believe they do not regard the Embassy 
here as too serious a business. 

Although the present staff members have learned painfully 
to come promptly each morning and have tried to ivrite good 
telegrams, they carry a society burden almost impossible for 
anyone who hopes to keep his health. 

Januaiy 18. Saturday. A journalist of the Hearst press in the 
United States came in for a talk this afternoon. I bad seen him 
and asked him to report any interview he might get 
with high German officials, as far as he felt free to do so. He 
is not exactly a pro-Naxi journalist though he is a good Hearst- 
Ue.'. So he reported today he had seen Von Ribbentrop, tiic 
diplomatic specialist of Hiller who ne^tiated the English- 
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German naval pact of last June. ^Von Ribbentrop is clever but 
most unwelcome to Von Ncurath and Von BQlo^v. 

He said, in his interview:* ‘‘Germany has an understanding 
\vith Mussolini; the Ethiopian war will end in his favour; then 
Germany and Italy will demand restoration of German pre- 
^va^ colonies.” He sho^s•ed maps of all the German colonies and 
tried to prove them rich in mineral and other raw materials. 
“It really means war if the League of Nations docs not restore 
German colonies,” the Hcarst man said- Isaid: No,notsosoon. 
Germany is not ready for war, but will be in two years. 

I told him of German-Japanese relations since I have been 
in Berlin, and my feeling that there h an un\vrittcn treaty 
under which the t^vo countries will make svar upon Russia at 
the strategic time. 1 continued: Now you say there is a pact 
between Germany and Italy. That means what I have prophe- 
sirf formore than a year: a dictatorial front in Europe which 
may pve the world much trouble. 

Januaiy 21. Tutsday. I talked svithDr. Schacht half an hour 
thls'moming. He spent two weeks in Italy about Christmas 
* time. He then went to Basle for the International Bank con- 
ference where he is one of the directors. I had hardly taken 
seat opposite him at his desk in the palatial Rcichsbank before 
he referred to the Senate investigation of munitions and finance 
which Senator Nyc has managed. Schacht wanted to know if I 
thought 'Wilson had entered the World War for financial and 
trade advantage. I replied in the negative, giving Wilson’s 
statement to me August 15, 1916, about his attitude which was 
to intervene in ease it became clear that the Berlin military 
dictators were about to dominate all Europe. 

Schacht avoided a reply, except to say that he did not believe 
''{V‘Irsim-wu!j-pdlfti‘nfto-^iit->var‘Dyfne'^ew’iofk*barikers. 

l-then asked about German-ltalian relations. Hcsaid,*‘You 
know Hitler and Mussolini had a long conference at Venice in 
1934, but the two leaders agreed about nothing. They disliked 
each other so much. Now, however, there is a better feeling. 
Both countries must have colonial possessions, and while we 
have no alliance there is a rapprochement.” % 

I answered: Restoration of colonial possessions to Germany 
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cost of some of them being o\*cr $100. I had sho\vn him several 
times hoiv to abbreviate Uiefn and save half the cost. He had 
yielded, but had sometimes failed to do what he had promised. 
So I rewrote this one wth omission of all unessential sentences, 
making it only half as long as his original. I sent it back to him 
to be sent as my telegram dijy signed. I went away for my 
usual noonday walk. . 

^Wicn I returned to the ofiice in the aAcmbon, my secrct&ry 
reported tliat tlic man in question had been angry and com- 
plaining. But I have made up my mind to write telegrams 
myself, if he cannot leam how to svrite. 

This illustrates Ujc spirit of the diplomatic sfcrvicc people. 
Tlicy are graduates of Harvaid, Princeton and one or two 
other universities. Being tlic sons of rich men, hardly one in 
ten has ever Ichmed anything about clcar-cut, succinct writing, 
even less about history. They think it perfectly right,lo load 
off $1,000 a moatJi on their government, and af the smne time 
tliey think they are free to come to their ofHces at jo or ii 
o’clock each morning, remain two hours, clerks doing their 
work, and then go away to some luncheon and remain until 4 
o’clock. One or two more hours in the office and then they’ feel 
free to go to a card potty or a little later to a dinner where 
they remain until 12 or i o’clock. I have tried to correct all 
this, set definite hours for office work and urge a more regu- 
lated social life. Most of the staff members have become co- 
operative, though I believe they do not regard the Embassy 
here as too serious a business. 

Although the present staff members have learned painfully 
to come promptly each morning and have tried to write good 
telegrams, they carry a sodety burden almost impossible for 
anyone who hopes to keep his health. 

Januaiy 18. Saturday. A journalist of the Hearst press in the 
United States came In for a talk thk afternoon. I had seen him 
before and asked him to report any interview he might get 
with high German officials, as far as he Idt free to do so. He 
is not exactly a pro-Nazi journalist though he is a good Hearst- 
iter. So he reported today he had seen Von Ribbentrop, the 
diplomatic specialist of HjiIcx who negotiated the English- 
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German naval pact of last June. ^Von RibbenUop is clever bat 
most unwelcome to Von Ncurath and Von BOlow. 

He said, in his interview: “Germany has an understanding 
with MussoUni ; the Ethiopian war will end in his favour; then 
Germany and Italy will demand restoration of German pr<^ 
war colonies.” He showed maps of all the German colomcs and 
tried to prove them rich in mineral and other raiv materials. 
“It really means war if the League of Nations docs not restore 
Germancolonies” the Hcarst man said. Isaid: No, not so soon, 
Germany is not ready for war, but will be in two years. 

1 told him of German-Japanese rdalions since I have been 
in Berlin, and my fechng that there is an unwritten treaty 
under which the two countries will make war upon Russia at 
the strategic time. I continued: Now you say there is a pact 
between Germany and Italy. That means what I have prophe- 
sied for more than a year: a dictatorial front in Europe which 
lay give the world much trouble. 


si. Tuesday. I talked with Dr. Schacht half an hour 
.Ws'moming. He spent two weeks in Italy about Christmas 
dme. He then went to Basle for the International Bank con- 
ference where he is one of the directors. I had hardly taken 
scat opposite him at his desk in the palatial Rcichsbank before 
he referred to the Senate investigation of munitions and finance 
wHch Senator Nyc has managed. Schacht wanted to know if I 
thought Wilson had entered the World War for financial and 
trade advantage. I replied in the negative, giving Wilson’s 
statement to me August 15, 1916, about his attitude which was 
to intervene in ease it became dear that the Berlin military 
delators were about to dominate all Europe. 

Schacht avoided a reply, except to say that he did not believe 
\V*on was pi^cd into the war by the New York bankers. 

I-thra asked about Gennan-Italianrelations. Hcsaid,“You 

know Hia» and Mmsolim had a long conference at Venice in 
1934, but the two leaders agreed about nothing. They disliked 
^eh other so much. Now, however, there is a better Man 

T' possessions, and wUle“?; 

have no alliance there is a rapprochement ” mie^w 

I answered: Restoration ’of colonial possessions to Germany 
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would be right and fair, but you know colonics no longer jirid 
profits. AVe have lost immensely on every colony ive took from 
Spain in 1898. He replied, “But your people \vould not go to 
those possessions,” and I added that modem conditions arc 
such that unemployed nowhere, except in Japan, ^vill migrate. 
He let the subject drop. But I am sure Germany means to make 
an issue of colonial restoration soon. Hitler says, *‘^Ve >vill not 
go to war for colonies,” but he will probably press the matter 
in such a way as to incite war. 

Then Schacht referred to German economic and finandal 
conditions. He indicated that American claimants for interest 
on bonds are soon to come to sec him about payments due 
April X. I said: Well, our latest telegram, on January 20, 
showed that your income has improved a lot the last few 
months. He was interested and asked if he could see parts of 
my telegram to the Secretary of the Trca$ur>'. I replied that 
I might ttU him something of s\hat we reported on the German 
financial situation. Then he said he had paid interest on bonds 
last autumn hoping to get better commcrdal treaty arrange- 
ments Nvith the United States, but that there had been no 
improvement. 

I replied : There arc so many other matters tliat alTcct public 
opinion ssith us that a really low larifT treaty uiauld hardly pass 
the Senate if negotiated. You know \sbat these difficulties are. 

If everybody here undentood things and made public state- 
ments similar to youn, things ^^-ould go much better. The 
United States docs not like bilateral agreements. What Secre- 
tary Hull wants is lo>vcr barriers c\'cr>’'vherc, and I think that 
would everywhere raise standards of living.- He halfway as- 
sented, but made it plain that no change of the present autarchy 
policy and no religious freedom wiU> fair treatment of the 
Jc%\-s arc possible at present. I bade him pood-b)-e and best 
>vishcs, aware that our half hour's talk had only cleared tiic 
atmosphere a little, not gi\'en oadence of any better relations 
between the countries. 

fj Thstii^, Our Commercial Attacli^ bfouglit Df. 
Engelbrecht, chairman of i}>e Vaciiuro OH Company in Ham- 
burg, to sec me. Engelbrecht repeated what he liad said * sr 
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ago: “The Standard bil Company of New York, the parent 
company of the Vacuum, has spent 10,000,000 marks in Ger- 
many trying to find oil resources and building a great refinery 
near the Hamburg harbour.** Engclbrccht is still boring wells 
and finding a good deal of crude oil in the Hanover region, 
but he has no hope of great deposits. He hopes Dr. Schacht 
will subsidiie his company as he docs some German compames 
that have found no crude oil. The Vacuum spends all its earn- 
ings here, employs 1,000 men and never sends any of its money 
home. I could give him no encouragement, for the German 
Government is hardly \villing to do anything for an outsider, 
even if he does spend nuUions here. hlr. Miller >vas of the 
same opinion. 

January 24. Friday. John Fmtcr, Dulles, who writes for the 
Ammean magazine about European affairs but who is also ' 
connected with a large banlang business in New York, reported 
his difficuldes in financial matters here. 

He said: “My sister lives here. She is an enthusiastic Hitler- 
ite, and anxious to show me the German attitude for peace. So 
we went this afternoon to the morie, Urutr Wthrmachl (Our 
Defence Power), which she said was proof of the German 
desire for peace- I sat through the show, but the war planes, 
big guns, pictures of violent attacks upon cities and Ae en- 
thusiastic attitudes of Hitler, Gocring and Gocbbcls, as they 
stood looldng at the devastating work, took from my mind 
all thought of peace as an object of the show.” His impressions 
were the same as mine two weeks ago when I witnessed 
the same demonstration of Germany at war. Dulles said he 
could not understand his sister’s attitude, and added that 
such a dbplay in the United States svould be hissed off the 
screen. 

Dulles said he had served in the State Department with Sec-' 
rctary Lansing when Wilson was President and that he was 
indignant at the charges of the Senate Comnuttee that Wilson 
entered the World War to make money for the United States. 
He recognized the bankers’ role and attitude during 1915-16* 
but denied that the President had any contacts with the Mor- 
gans. This accords with my information, though I am inclhied 
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to the belief that Lansing \vas not altogether free from strong 
banking influences. 

Januaiy sj. Saturday. Louis Lochner reports that at the 
meeting of the Foreign Press Association this morning he was 
re-elected by a vote of 59 out of a total of 65, six members not 
voting. This gives him a status which may prevent Dr. Goeb- 
bels from ordering his departure from the country next autumn 
because of too free reports of conditions and troubles here. Last 
summer there was serious danger of this. When the Olympic 
Games arc over, there are apt to be sharper attacks. I con- 
gratulated him on his re-election and hoped no trouble ivould 
occur. 

January 30. Thursday. Today is regarded by the Hitler re- 
gime as a German July 4. I had accepted an invitation to hear 
Hitler and Goebbds speak at 1 1.30. But the weather t^vas bad 
and I had learned that the affair was an outdoor show, witli 
30,000 S.A. soldiers marching past the Fuehrer. The weather 
made it risky for me to attend and I wrote a note declining, 

1 now understand that the people and soldiers did not shout 
and hurrah as they have formerly done. Is there a declining 
popularity? One often hears this, but I doubt whether Hitler 
has lost many followers. Absolutism denies anybody a chance 
to protest or criticizej all important organizations in Germany 
arc official, the churches alone excepted ; and these can do noth- 
ing. At night there was an amazing torch-light procession 
through the WUhelmstrasse, once more in honour of the Fuehrer. 

Januaiy 3t. Friday. There arc many rumours of German un- 
easiness about a possible solid front of England, France, Italy 
and all the Balkan stales against further German armament 
and against any demand by Hitler for a restoration of German 
colonics. For this reason I called at noon today on tlic Czecho- 
slovak Minister, just returned from Prague where he had been 
for a week. 

He said: '‘Austria is uneasy Jest a Nazi drive be made for the 
ovcrdiToiv of the regime there. Czechoslovakia is also tease 
and listening to Austrian Catholic leaden who arc urging close 
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co-operation bct^vcen the t\vo countries. England is supporting 
Austria in concert wth France and there is trouble in Hungary 
where the English have ceased buying fats and thus upset the 
economic life very much. All the states of the Balkan zone are 
disposed to co-operate in the League of Nations against Italy, 
later against Germany if she becomes aggressive towards her 
small neighbours. 

He said, however, that he had no definite information as to 
how far League action was to go. He would see the French 
Ambassador in a day or two and ascertain tvhether there is any 
decisive policy, especially whether England and France were 
about to announce approval of the pact with Russia against any 
aggressor, particularly Germany or Japan. He promised to let 
me know if there were definite moves. The one thing Germany, 
opposes is the Russian pact for keeping the peace. 

At 4.30 Major Archibald Church of Bristol, England, long- 
time visitor and observer here, dropped in. He was a leader in 
the Labour Government of MacDonald and had been a private 
secretary to Bruening. He talked an hour and a half about the 
English situation, the League, Italy and especially Germany. 
He gave me the name of a proimnent Cabinet member here 
between 1920 and 1933 who let lum know how much money 
had been secretly used for armaments and the training of 
soldiers.beyond the treatyallowancc. Strescraann andBruening, 
though clainung to be sincerely co-operative with England and 
France,” he said, granted these allowances out of a huge secret 
fund voted by the Reichstag. So, he said, there were far more 
trained soldiers in 1933 than the Rcichswehr acknowledged. ' 
Church impressed me as exceedingly ^vell informed about 
internal matters here. According to reports, he slipped Bruening 
out of the country, June 30, 1934, when the former Chancellor 
was in danger of being Idllcd, and several others he also helped 
out in clever ways. 

Ftbniajy l. Saturday. Wc went with James H. Hyde to the 
great indoor horse-jumping contest, tvith German Italian 
Polish and Japanese horses in the show. It teas quite good’ 
After the hone-jumping, there vras an amazing army demon- 
stration : a cavalry parade (not bad). Black Shirt v 
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to the belief that Lansing was not -altogether free from strong 
banking influences 

Jamaiy 23 Saturday Louis Lochner reports that at the 
meeting of the Foreign Press Association this mormng he was 
re-elected by a vote of 53 out of a total of 65, six members not 
voting This gives him a status which may prevent Dr Goeb- 
bels from ordering his departure from the country next autumn 
because of too free reports of conditions and troubles here Last 
summer there was senous danger of this When the Olympic 
Games are over, there are apt to be sharper attacks I con 
gratulated him on his re election and hoped no trouble would 
occur 

•» January 30 Thursday Today is regarded by the Hitler re- 
* gime as a German July 4 I had accepted an mvitaOon to hear 
Hitler and Gocbbels speak at ir 30 But the weather iwas bad 
and I had learned that the affair was an outdoor show, with 
30,000 S A soldiers marching past the Fuehrer The weather 
made it nsky for me to attend and I wote a note dcchmng 

I now undentand that the people and soldiers did not shout 
and hurrah as they have formerly done Is there a declining 
populanty’ One often hears this, but I doubt whether Hitler 
has lost many followers Absolutism denies anybody a chance 
to protest or cnticizc, all important organizations m Germany 
are official, the churches alone excepted , and these can do noth- 
ing At night there wzis an amazmg torch light procession 
through the Wilhelmstrassc, once more m honour of the Fuehrer 

January 2r Friday There arc many rumours of German un- 
easiness about a possible solid front of England, France, Italy 
and all the Balkan states against further German armament 
and against any demand by Hitler for a restoration of German 
colonies For tins reason I called at noon today on the Czecho- 
slovak Minister, just returned from Prague where he had been 
for a week 

ffc said “Austria »s uneasy Jest a Nazi drive be made for ibe 
overthrow of the regime there Czechoslovakia is also tense 
and listening to Austnan Catholic leaders who are urging close 
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co-operation between the two countries. England is supporting 
Austria in concert with Erance and there is trouble in Hungary 
where the English have ceased buying fats and thus upset the 
economic life very much. All the states of the Balkan zone arc 
disposed to co-operate in the Eeaguc of Nations against Italy > 
later against Germany if she becomes aggressive towards her 
small neighbours. 

He said, however, that he had no definite information as to 
how far League action was to go. He would sec the French 
Ambassador in a day or two and ascertain svhether there is any 
decisive policy, especially whether England and France were 
about to announce approval of the pact ivith Russia against any 
aggressor, particularly Germany or Japan. He promised to let 
me know if there were definite moves. The one thing Germany £- 
opposes is the Russian pact for keeping the peace. % 

At 4.30 Major Archibald Church of Bristol, England, long- 
time visitor and observer here, dropped in. He was a leader in 
the Labour Government of MacDonald and had been a private 
secretary to Bruening. He talked an hour and a half about the 
English situation, the League, Italy and especially Germany. 
He gave me the name of a prominent Cabinet member here 
between spio and 1933 who let Wm know how much money 
had been secretly used for armaments and the training of 
soldiers, beyond the trcatyallowancc. Stresemann and^Bruening, 
though clainung to be sincerely co-operative ivith England and 
France; he said, granted these allowances out of a huge secret 
fund voted by the Reichstag. So, he said, there were far more 
trained soldiers in 1933 than the Rcichswehr acknowledged * 
Church impressed me as exceedingly well informed about 
internal matters here. According to repor 
out of the country, June 30, 1934, 'vhen 
iras in danger of being lulled, and severa 
out in clever ways. 


ts, he slipped Bruening 
the former Chancellor 
1 others he also helped 


Filrva^ I. Satmday. We went rvith James H. Hyde to the 
peat indOTC hotsc-jumpmg contest, mth German Italian 

shadon: acavalryparade (not bad), Blaci SWrt sS rX 
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ing, then cannon wagons pulled around for us all to see, 
tank and machine-gun operations. It was intended as a sham 
battle, the machine guns being fired by soldiers prostrate on 
the ground. * 

The vast audience, 20,000 perhaps, applauded, and Hiller 
and Goering gave sjdutes. No one could fail to see that the 
Nazi spirit is fundamentally war-Hke. Ambassadors of oilier 
countries, also many military and naval attaclifo, were witnesses 
to thb demonstration. 

What Europe is to do tvith 68,000,000 people bent upon 
another war 1 cannot guess- If all states combine and remain 
armed to the teeth, the struggle may be delayed, but not actu- 
ally avoided. Not to form a solid front svill mean annexations 
cast, west and north, and 90,000,000 people in the German 
Reich. The French and English peoples have become over- 
whelmingly pacifist and the Germans know this. Pacifism is 
the attitude of the Um'ted States also, but pacifism will mean 
a great tvar and the subordination of all Europe to Germ.'iny 
if the pacifist peoples do not act coumgeously at tills critical 
moment in their history. 



IX 

February 5, 1936 io July 29, 

Fthnary j Suppose the 

restored, ^vo^^ld they avoid another great \var? 
people have so long submitted to imlitanst^t ana the Honen- 
zohems have so long advocated aggression cJ^st, north and west, 
that they might fall again into this antiquated form of national 
behaviour - 

Prince Louis Ferdinand was one of the guests at a party m 
"MarOia's tonight He asked to tsDh to me fot arntmierA 1 "lend 
him what the Franco-Russian entente, with the hope of a 
muled Balkan zone, was intended for He was depressed be- 
cause he saw it meant German encuclemcnt and perhaps an- 
other war He asked me what 1 thought was the way out for 
Germany I said to him quite confidentially, though 1 suspect 
he will tell his father, diat the liberal people of Germany 
would have to have a more progressive government, a parha- 
ment freely elected, freedom of rchgion, a let-up on the Jews 
nd freedom of the press He agreed Certairdy Louis Fer- 
linand himself would favour this 


rdniaiy is WedMsday This morning Ambassador Bullitt, 
on his way to Russia, came to sec me, reporting the optittusUc 
altitude of the President, also greetings irom Secretary Hull 
and Judge Moore Bullit said “Pennsylvama will be a crucial 
stale in next November’s election, but m Philadelphia the old 
Repubhean group no longer rules The Insh and the Jews are 
a unit for Roosevelt and they are apt to carry the city.” 

Thu may be true It u a cunous combination m our country 
Bulhlt seems to think he will have to go back in late summer 
to campaign for the President, perhaps become an intimate 
adviser to take the place of poor Howe who u about to die I 
doubt if these hopes ivdl be realized 
Bulhtt sounds like an emotional friend of the President but 
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not one whose judgment can be relied on He is ambitious for 
promotion to high position but does not seem to me to appraise 
situations too well For example, this morning he condemned 
sharplj^ the co-operation between England, France and the 
Balkan states m the hope of bringing Russia into a moderate 
policy and keeping the peace of Europe He said Germany 
ivould capture Austna and Czechoslovakia m two weeks’ time 
and qmcUy bring all Europe under her control 

I questioned Do you think this would be good for the 
Umted States and England^ He cared ‘‘not a damn" for Eng 
land and reported that both Lord Lothian and Lloyd George 
are against the English, French, Russian co operation svith the 
Balktin entente He added that Lothian preferred to let Ger- 
many go on her conquering way towards European domination 
rather than to impose Uimtahon upon Germany by hfi country 
While I said little, I did add that the Lothian policy would 
mean the decline of England to a position hkc that of Holland 
To me It would be a calamity for a people which has so long 
led m culture and democrauc atutudes to lose its position and 
power 

Th^ BuUitt said that before he sailed last December for 
Washington he knew that England had declined a great loan 
to Russia Learning that France was about to loan her old 
Russian ally of 1914 one bilhon francs, jt is reported that 
Bullitt went to a strategic pcison m the French Government 
and convinced him that Russia would never repay the loan 
Thus he had defeated the Russian ncgoUations I was not sure 
myself whether the Russians wuld pay, but it seemed unusual 
for an American Ambassador to Russia to defeat Russo-French 
negotiations 

1 shall not speak of tins to anyone here, but it seemed to me 
an unwise thing to do Whether the story is altogether correct 
or not, It IS certain that no Joan was made While I doubt the 
^vlsdom of any nation or great bank making a big loan to Gcr- 
many, I would certainly not prevent negotiations, if England 
or Holland, for instance, were to lend money to Germany My 
position here would not allow it, according to my philosophy 

Sir Enc Phipps reported wJjat he could upon English atti- 
tudes He ^va3 more outspiokcn than he had been in a year 
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“England has abatvdoucd her disannamcnt policy of the last 
fourteen years She ^VllI spend nearly ,^300,000,000 a year now 
in order to have a greater army, a'biggcr navy and ample air 
defence This is a sad move, butavc have argued wth Germany 
since last February to agree to disarmament proposals The 
Fuehrer has always said *No* to me We shall not bother the 
Germans again, but after the French elections next April, isc 
shall unite with France and other European members of the 
League of Nations and say to the Germans, *You can agree now 
to an international limitation of armaments or else We shall all, 
including Russia, unite to defend any state that is attacked ’ 
Russia,” he added, “is now emerging into a more rational state 
and we can afford to co-operate with her to keep the peace If 
we do not succeed m persuading Germany, there will be war in 
a few years and Europe, including Germany, will collapse ” 

He then told me that the French Ambassador had recently 
had Goenng to dinner and that, when there was talk of the 
possibility of Hitler’s retiring or his health fading, Goenng 
put his fat hands upon his chest and said “I am to succeed the 
Fuehrer ” This was so disturbing to the Frenchman that he 
went to Phipps and indicated his anxiety -C. » 

Goenng is the one member of the tnumvirate here who fre- 
quently makes challenging speeches on the French and Polish 
borders I think Goenng is almost a complete Mussolini and 
ready to nsk war at any time This story only confirmed me in 
the view that the encirclement programme, if supported by all 
the border states cast and west of Germany, and by England, 
France and Russia, is about the only promise of peace there is 
in Europe 

I came home to luncheon rather more troubled than usual, 
the tivo conversations having revealed once more the angles of 
the ddemma here Poor German people ! 

FtbmaTy it) Wednesday Today the neivspapers reported 
that the Swiss Government has forbidden all Nazi orgamza- 
tions This reveals once more the sad state of things in this 
famous country A iveek ago a Nazi propagandist in Sivitzcr- 
land, named Gustloff, was murdered by a German Jew who 
had become a subject of Yugoslavia Gusdoffhad troubled the 
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Smss people for several >cars and their Minister here had 
more than once protested in \ain, as I did m 1934 against 
similar propaganda in the United States When the munlcr 
WTis knovvn here, all German flags were pul at half mast Not 
even Von Hmdenburg’s death was treated with more public 
attention TIjc dead man was brought slowly through Germany 
to his bunal place in Mecklenburg Hitler made an amazingly 
aggressive attack on all Jews Other addresses were made m 
Hamburg and m other aties, tens of thousands of people listen 
ing, compelled to be present Seexetary DieckhofT was ordered 
to represent the GcrTniti Foreign Office where Hitler spoke. 

Today’s papers are full of attacks upon'the Swiss, claiming 
that Nazi organizations abroad ought to be allowed to function, 
forgetting that Hitler publuhed an order to the German Con 
sulates in tlie United States late m December that at the end 
of that month all Nazi organizations must be dissolved, even 
ID our country where there are millions of Germans Now 
Switzerland is denounced throughout the country for doing 
what he said he had ordered m America 

In addition to regular press attacks there was passed out to 
the press from Goebbcls’ oOicc a sarcastic statement that the 
Swiss would probably budd a monument to honour the mur- 
derer*' pf Gustloff They forget that the German Nazi leaders 
buUt a monument to the murderers of Rathenau, the greatest of 
ministers here since the war, and that each year flowers are laid 
about the monument to the murdercis How can the press 
complain now if the Swiss newspapers call attention to the 
German monument to a murderer^ 

Februaiy so Thursday A New York Timts man called this 
morning to report on a bttle trouble Birchall got into on ac- 
count of his story of Sir Enc Phipps’ interview with Hitler on 
December His report corresponds with what I had learned 
from different sources It indicated that Hitler had gesticulated 
*rather violently and denounced the Russians as enemies whom ^ 
he must be ready to Sght, that he had no idea of hinitiag.arras 
of any kind and would enter into no international conference 
on the subjects of aircraft or warships When this was reprinted 
from the Timw account in the London Daily Telegraph, the 
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Gcunan Foreign Office, Dieckho'fT and others, informed the 
Times people here that Birchall must not return to Germany, 
that the police were instructed to keep him out. 

Somehow, Birchall is in Berlin and had a long talk with 
Dieckhoff yesterday. .As yet no one knows what is to be done. 
However, Birchall reported so favourably the German courtesy 
and treatment of the Olympic Games participants in Germany 
during the last two weeks that he svas quoted a few days ago 
in the German press. Evidently Birchall made his peace, though 
I believe his story of the Hitler attitude of December 13 svas 
correct. Anysvay he is here. The rimes man said : “J only wish 
I could leave this country. Everything here is in such a condi- 
tion and all of us nesv^aper people kept in such a state of mind 
thanlife is^ miserable.” But the American press authoridcs at 
home are 'so bent upon keeping their cleverest reporters here 
that I think these people svill remain. The Olympic Games 
wll occur m the summer and they involve the expenditure of 
nulUons ofdoUars by foreigners in Germany, one of the greatest 
hopesofDr. Schacht, 

Later in the day the finance expert of our staff brought me a 
gped Geman report quoting me as saying that on account of 
HiUer s dlness, « had been decided that Goering, General von 
Blomb^ and Hess will be the next German triumvirate. The 
man who sent this circular is an intimate of finance circles here 
and receives pay for notices of this sort 
I have telegraphed to Washington that rumours here over 
many weeks indicate that Hitlei’s throat is in bad conditira 
supposed to be cancer, and that the generals of the army aS 
January 1, 1936. had held a meeting and agreed mdib iri 
umvirate in the order riven. The OTtssni, • a ^ 

I also had it from another official source My'tderam did*“' 
say It was a fact, only that the above rcooru 
Now, how does this story get back to rvrr. a ™me to me. 

that the British AmbassaSSned itTc7.Lnl1^‘’°“‘“' 

but he told me first about Goering's belt a ™ ® 
coming-Fuchrer, a few days ago. I Uien told him 
of the^tory. It is possible once more that snmewJi 
Department let this story out and that it 
It may be true thaaomebody in Paris 
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of tlie telegram, as a copy was sent there It is not an agreesWf 
matter ' 

Febmaty 25 Tuesday I lunched with Oechsner and Roy 
Howard, head of the United Press, who has be^ around the 
world Howard is to see Hitler tomorrow at 12 30 He was not 
a httle pleased at the prospect, though I told him he need not 
expect much I did not say that I would not see Hitler or Goer 
mg at any time on my own volition However, newspap^^ 
people feel it to be a duty to sec Hitler and Mussohm when m 
Berlm and Rome 

Februa^ sy Thursday Oechsner came to report what Hidcf 
had said yesterday to Howard and himself They noticed that 
IKe Chancellor was very much troubled about something, but 
they had not observed that the armed guards about the palace 
vv ere twice as numerous as hitherto This Mr Flack of the Em 
bassyhad noticed yesterday as he came from the Foreign OBicc 
The reason was, he thought, the recent reports of the murderous 
putsch m Tokyo when three high official were killed by army 
officers. There was cause for some concern when everybody 
knows there is much unhappiness m Germany The possibility 
always exists of another "June 30 ” 

Fehruaiy 28 Friday I received a report today from Cologne 
of a long conversation with Fntz Thyssen, the greatest manu- 
facturer of arms after the Krupps Th>5sca said he had given 
a great part of his fortune to help Hitler win his long struggle 
for his dictatorship He said he was troubled about the present 
situation and added that aaotherjuae 30 purge was necessary 
to save Hitler’s regime He did not name the persons mvohcd 
He was fearful that the radical w-ing of the Nazi Party was be- 
coming almost Communist However, he condemned severely 
the pcTsecubon of Catholics and Protestants which has been 
going on for two years 

I guess that his aim is to have Gocbbels, Rosenbcig, Darrc 
and the labour duels dismissed There have been many rumours 
in Berbn about a possible shooting, and people who are sup- 
posed to know a good deal thtnfc Goenng 5 ^e man who wiU 
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once more rid Uie country of people he docs not like. One story 
is that he >vill put Hitler out-onhe way and himself bccomV the 
dictator. ' » 

Of the arrests already madc» Cadiolics have been among the 
prindpal victims : reports say 200, preachers and others, perhaps 
half of them later released, though one can never know the 
facts. One thing tlie Naris insist upon is the absolute control 
of all the young people, their religious instruction and general 
education, under the same methods applied no^v for nearly 
Uventy years by the Communists of Russia. 


Februa^ sg. Saturday. At 12.30 I had a long talk witli Sccre* 
tary von Ncurath, entirely unohicial. He was more frank with 
me than on any previous occasion. I suspect that serious disputes 
have bcen^going on bet^vecn his wing of the government apd 
that dominated by Goering. He did not acknoNvledge sudi dis- 
putes, but when I asked him about the Franco-Soviet pact which 
has been denounced so often in the German press, he said tliat 
the plan of the French and the Russians really was not belliger- 
ent, that the Communist system was not equal to a ^va^ outside 
ofRussian boundaries. They nught fight bravely if attacked at 
‘home but they could not fight an oCfcnsivc war, although they 
. did have a vast army. ^ 

That was my idea, too, for 1 do not see how 170,000,000 
•'■people can be too subnussivc to a Party government wth hardly 
more than two imllion Party members. I did not say so but I 
beUeve Germany’s 68,000,000 would not offer complete umtv 
if called upon to invade Belgium again, or Holland. ^ 

^Then I reported to the Secretary that most of the 
from the Balkan states here had repeatedly said to me since S 
SKond summer of my residence in Berlin that the independ'eSe 
of those states could be guaranteed only through the formadon 
.Ota confederation for defence and peace. I asked him; Woidd 
you iomider such a nmon as a menace to Germany? He “e- 

nor My 

I said -encirclepien.t or alCcetH: Sie 
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of the declining po^?er and influence^ of the League of Nations 
from,which Germany has \vitfadra<vn If this process goes on we 
shall have the condition of 1914 again In fact we do have a 
similar situation, all states arming to the limit with France, 
^>England, Russia on one side, and Italy, Germany and Japan 
on the other, but this I did not stress directly with Von Neurath 
He agreed that the danger is acute 

I said the Balkan states, if united, would be a sfrong guaran- 
tee of peace I urged ^Vhy not restore the League and settle 
boundary problems through conferences? He surprised me by 
saying “We are contemplating a return to the League on the 
condition that the Western powers agree to restore our colonics, 
^low us to re-enter, wtli our army, the denuhtanaed zone on 
the Rhine, and make certain concessions as to naval panty ” He 
insisted that colomcs must be restored, -that the Rhine zone 
' might possibly aivait diplomatic negotiations, that the Franco- 
Russian pact was not senous and that England had received 
Gennan assent to naval arrangements about to be’^made m 
London 

Afler some remarks about (he folly of mihtansm and war, I 
asked him if Germany were about to make a special alhancc 
>vith Japan, which had been so often rumoured recently He 
evaded this with, “We might as well commit suicide as enter 
another ^var,” but insisted that there was no sort of entente be 
tween Gennany and Italy, also that Germany would not be' 
drawn into a war with Russia even if Japan did attack the 
Soviet Umon So I got an answer to an important query wilh- 
^out direct question 

I agree with him that Italy and Germany are not apt to co 
operate unless both find themselves m a defensive position out- 
side the League But I cannot avoid the belief that German) 
would support Japan against Russia if it came to war There is 
much evidence here that Germany and Japan arc in some tvay 
tied up Both Von Ncuratli and Schaclit have said things wluch 
lead to iliit conclusion 

.&,• J aw jy; J Cnr i^kuiTodr cxiqnVjsimi’ tShrifiu* tlluV 

was arguing dungs out widi Hitler He insisted that the 
ruchrer showed signs of compromise, espeadly about return- 
ing to Gcne\a llus surprised me a little 
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March 5.. Thursday. THcrc is considerable uneasiness These 
days. The Jv^nister from Gicchoslovakia came in ihU aftcmooti 
to talk of the difficulties of his country. I told him in confidence 
thSt Von Ncurath had agreed Avith me that the union of the 
Balkan states for mutual defence and co-operation would nbi 
be an affront to Germany'as long as no outside country was a 
party to it. This contradicted what he had hwrd was the Foreign 
Office altitude. I cannot always be quite sure that Von Ncurath 
speaks the exact truth to me. However, I believe what he told 
me last Saturday was quite sincere. 

Then I added to my Czech friend : In Anew of the dangerous 
position of all smaller states bordering Germany, if I were an 
offidal of the Balkan zone, I would do my utmost to bring about 
sudi a union, not a strict union, like ours in the United States, 
but a confederation for mutual aid, economic and political. * He 
agreed with me, but indicated the great difficulties : "Austria 
wants toTestore the Hapsburgs: Yugoslavia is very hostile to 
that idea ; Hungary is most hostile to Czechoslovakia ; and Buh 
garia is not yet ready to do anything. 

I repfied : If the BSlkan populations of more than 80,000,000 
. do not find a Avay to unite, your independence will be lost.*^ Im- 
perialism is too strong in Germany, as you know. We parted, 

• both in agreement but doubtful that peoples of Europe know 
how to co-operate. He said he was leaving that evening for 
Prague Avhcre'he was to be the guest of President BeneS. 

March 6 . Friday. The story is going around that Hitler is 
calling the Reichstag together for March 13, the day after the 
announced French ratification of the agreement with .Russia. 
The idea is that Hitler vail issue some violent reply. 
wer is planned, there is considerable anxiety here,, with meet- 
. ings of the dictator and his associates supposed to be Jield 
frequently. ? 

At 5.30 Mr. Gie, Minister from South Africa, called to report 
what he had learned during the League Commission session 
this week. He scud Fordgn Secretary Eden of England had 
insisted on oil sanctions against the Italians, but that the 
French Foreign;Eccretary, Randin, had opposed sanctions 
almost as sternly as' Laval had done last December. It surprised 
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and .-angered Eden. The French ^v'ere still bound, as they 
thought, by their pact ofjanuary, 1935, which guaranteed Italy 
as much of Ethiopia as she wished. It was a repetition of the 
blunder of December, 1935, one more surrender to dictator 
Mussolini wth 6,000 \var planes ready to attack the British 
fleet in the Mediterranean Sea. 

Mr. Gie was quite depressed to report Eden’s defeat and 
England’s danger of losing her position in Egypt. While all 
these po%vers have done things similar to Italy’s conquest of 
poor Ethiopia, it tvould seem that the League could find a Avay 
to stop such performances. Germany looks on and wonders 
^vhcn she vdll be able to seize weaker peoples. 

When I told Gie confidentially that Germany ^vas consider- 
ing a return to the League on condition that her colonies of 
1914 be restored, he said: “That was discussed between Eden 
and myself and he said England would agree to the granting 
of colonies to Germany only as mandates, so as to^void arming 
the natives, as France has done in Morocco.” He talked a little 
of the tense attitude here,'but neither of us could guess tvhat 
\vould be done ^vhen the Rdchstag was called. ^ 

March 7. Saturday. When I reached my office at 9.30 Coun- 
sellor Mayer reported that he must go at once to the Foreign 
Office to receive information which Dr. Dicckhoff had been 
asked to give us. Already the nesvs had come that Hitler was 
to‘liddrcss the Reichstag assembly today at i2‘o’clock! IVhen 
fiMayer returned at 1 1 o’clock, he brought a surnmary of Hitler’s 
» proposirions : he ^vas sending some 30,000 troops into the 
de'militarizcd zone of the Rhineland ; he proposed an agreement 
^France and Belgium to demilitarize both sides of the 
^ Rhine, alsd the Dutch border on the German side; he would 
denounce the Locarno pact bct^vecn Germany, France, Italy 
and England because France was signing a pact with Russia; 
he woxild return to the League of Nations and be ready to limit 
aircraft wth \Vestem penvers, and ^vould demand the restora- 
tion of German colonies. ’ 

Dicckhoff hoped uc would give this document to the Ameri- 
can press people here so thej' would cable at once to the United 
States what Hitler was doing and sa^-ing before the Reichstag. 
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We called the newspaper offices and gave them the information 
which was immediately sent across the Atlantic. 

Mayer and I then went to the Kroll Theatre near>thc old 
Reichstag building to hear what tvas to be said. The hall svas 
crowded. On the main floor were the members of the Reichstag, 
all in Nazi uniforms, men named by Hitler and paid by the 
government just as if they were actually serving as legislators. 
They had been called together on short notice and they tvcrc 
to vote unanimously for ^vhatevc^ Hiller proposed. Of course it 
was ridiculous, but tlie assembled men did not show any signs 
of a sense of humour. 

The space reserved for the diplomats was fairly filled, though 
the French, the English, the Russian and the Polish Ambassa- 
dors were absent. At least the English and French had been in- 
formed what was coming, and they remained away on purpose. 

I sat next to the Turk, and next to him sat the Italian. * 

When Hitler rose to speak there was enormous applause, the 
diplomats all silent as is usual here. Madame von Neurath sat 
next'. to the Italian and she applauded, though I knew she was 
insincere in doing so. To the rear of Hitler sat Goering who 
looked very proud. To the right sat Lammers, one of his chief 
secretaries, in umforra ; on the left sat Frank, the head of the 
Nazi Bax Association. The Cabinet members were further to 
the rights Von Neurath, GUrtner, Minister of Justice, and 
Goebbels, who read the pages of a copy of Hitler’s speech and 
turned the leaves just as FEtlcr himself turned his pages.^Bc- 
hind Von Neurath sat Dr. Schacht with other members of the' 
Cabinet to his right. Hundreds of press people were in the gal-"* 
lery. It was designed as a great occasion, Hitler speaking over 
the radio to all Germany and the world, "-J ‘ 

The speech lasted an hour and a half. It enumerated’ the ' 
points already sent to us and dwelt at length upon the vicious- 
ness of the Franco-Russian pact and also on the idea thariCer- 
man culturc,has been greatly improved and advanced since 
* 933 - 

It seemed to me very inconsbtent to talk' about Wilson’s 
Fourteen Points and world peace and then devote fifteen min- 
utes to a denunciation of the Franco-Russian peace pact its one 
purpose being proclaimed to be simply defence against an 
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and ;angcrcd Eden. The French Were still bound, as they 
thought, by their pact ofjanuary, 1935, which guaranteed Italy 
as much of Ethiopia as she wished. It was a repetition of the 
blunder of December, 1935, one more surrender to dictator 
Mussolini svith 6,000 war planes ready to attack the British 
fleet in the Mediterranean Sea. * 

Mr. Gie was quite depressed to report Eden’s defeat and 
England’s danger of losing her position in Egypt." ^VhiIe all 
these powers have done things similar to Italy’s conquest of 
poor Ethiopia, it tsould seem that the League could find a way 
to stop such performances. Germany looks on and wonders 
tvhen she svill be able to seize weaker peoples. 

\Vlien I told Gie conGdcntially that Germany was consider- 
ing a return to the League on condition that her colonics of 
1914 be restored, he said : "That was discussed between Eden 
and myself and he said England would agree to the granting 
of colonies to Germany only as mandates, so as to ‘avoid arming 
the natives', as France has done In Morocco." He talked a little 
of the tense attitude here, 'but neither of us could guess what 
would be done when the Rdchstag was called. 

March 7. Sattffday. When I reached my office at 9 30 Coun- 
sellor Mayer reported that he must go at once to the Foreign 
Office to receive information which Dr. Dieckhoff had been 
asked to give us. Already the news had come that Hitler was 
to^address the Rdchstag assembly today at 12 o’clock! When 
'Mayer returned at 1 1 o’clock, he brought a surnmary of Hitler’s 
propositions: he was sending some 30,000 troops into the 
de'militarized zone of the Rhineland ; he proposed an agreement '' 
%vith ^France and Belgium to demilitarize both sides of the 
" Rhine, also the Dutch border on the German side; he would 
denounce the Locarno pact between Germany, France, It^y 
and-England because France was signing a pact srith Russia; 
he would return to the League oFNations and be ready to limit 
aircraft with Western powers, and would demand the restora- 
tion of German colonies. * 

Dieckhoff hoped we would give this document to the Amen- 
can press people here so they ^vould cable at once to the United 
States what Hitler was doing and saying before the Reichstag. 
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We called the newspaper offices and gasc Uicm the informaU'on 
which was immediately sent across the Atlantic. 

Mayer and I then went to the Kroll Theatre ncarlthc old 
Reichstag building to hear what was to be said. The hall was 
crowded. On the main floor were the members of the Reichstag, 

^ all m Nazi unifomis, men named by Hiller and paid by the 
' “ if *'7 "ore actually serving as legislators. 

They had been called together on short notice and they were 
to vote unMunomly for svhatever HiUcr proposed. Of course it 
w™ ndiculom, but the assembled men did not show any 
of a sense of humour. ^ ® * 

The space resewed fm the mplornats was fairly filled, fliough 
ffie French, the Enghsh, the Russian and the Polish Ambass^a- 
dots were absent. At least the English and French had bee^ m 
formed-what ^vas coming, and they remained ^ 

I sat neat to the Turk, and next to him sat the Italian^'^''’'”'" 

men HiUer rose to speak there ivasenoCm ailT e ' 

diplomats all sUent as is usual here. Madame von Nwm* ml 
next.tq the Itahan and she applauded, though I knew ‘ 
insincere in doing so. To the rear of HiUcr sat Goeri^e i?* 
looked very proud. To the right sat Lammers, Me oH,;? 
secretanes, in uniform; on the left sat Frank, the himd 
N^azi Associauon. The Cabinet members were *1' 

the nght; Von NeuraUi, GUrtner, Minister of Imr 
Goebbels who read the pages of a copy of Hide* speech “a 
turned the leaves just as Hider himself turned his paS'Be 
^d Von N^eurath sat Dr. Schacht with other memtem of A 
Cabmet to his right Hundreds of press people weie.inft. - 
lery. It was designed as a great occasion, Hider socakine ’ 
the radio to all Germany and the world P'"king_ovcr 

Tire speech lasted an hour and a hk It enumeraleV il, - 

ness of the Franco-Russian pact and also on the idea tiraf G^' 
mm culture.has been gready improved and advancS s?*; 

It scemri to me very inconsistent to talk' about Wilson- 
Fourteen Pomts and world peace and then devote Mem m?„' 
utes to a denunaauon of the Franco-Russian peace pact “ts^r 
purpose being proclaimed to be simply de'knce’^agaimt m 
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attac^ At the same time Czechoslovakia was similarly de- 
nounced Anyone knotvs that httlc country of 14,000,000 people 
would never attack Germany, The long praise of Nazi culture 
was of course absurd, though it may be that Hitler is still fanatic 
enough to think Nazism is culture. The other points of the ad- 
dress tvere cleverly designed to weaken the relations between 
England and France It seemed to me Germany and Italy were 
acting in common If that is true, it tvill mean trouble for 
France 

At I 40 I left the hall, Hitler having been escorted away by 
hundreds of armed soldiers He is never without a vast guard 
As I came out of the room, the Dutch Minister showed much 
indignation He said to me “The Russian and Czechoslovak 
representatives here may consider resigning and I think the 
French Ambassador will go to Pans tonight ” I had not thought 
this would happen, but I agreed with him that the denunaa- 
tions he alluded to were ccrtamly belligerent 

Mr Mayer who did not understand German very well was 
enthusiastic He had never seen such enthusiasm and he thought 
Hitler’s oratory was marvellous I indicated certain doubts but 
agreed the address tvas cleverly planned and thought it another 
strategic moment to call a national election "The reoccup^on 
of the Rhine country and the humiliation of France are hkely 
to give Hitler’s candidates for tlie new Reichstag overwhelm- 
ing support Since Hitler nominates one candidate for each 
district and allows no other nommation, there is no choice for 
voters They may cast blank ballots or not vote at all, but they 
"^nsk imprisonment by doing so 

It was high time for luncheon The rest of the day was spent 
m the office where rumours from anxious Pans and London ivcrc 
reported One crisis after another has been the rule here since 
our arnval in July, 1933 

March g 'Monday My fnend, Limburg-Stinim, called about 
1 2 o’clock He IS a democratic aristocrat, member of a 400-ycar- 
old Dutch family, and has been in Berlin for ten or twchc 
years His own government is very doubtful what to do m case 
France succeeds m applying sanctions to Germany on account 
of the march into the Rhine and the German denunciation of 
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the Ijocarno Treaty. TIic economic life of the Netherlands de- 
pends very much on exports to Germany. Also Germany owes 
the Dutch people a great deal of money. 

But the Minister’s personal opinion is bitterly opposed to the 
Hitler policy wVuch he says is aimed at annexations in the 
Balkan and Baltic zones. In ease the Rhineland is made neutral 
as Hitler suggests — a stretch of country from Basle, Stvitzer- 
land, to northern Holland thirty miles wide on each side of the 
historic river — there can be no interference from the French 
side when Germany annexes Czechoslovakia, Austria, Lithuania 
or Esthonia. The Minister thinks that is the scheme and that 
Holland too is considered as ripe for annexation. I am inclined 
to agree. Certainly the vast preparations here and the unprece- 
dented propaganda for annexations of countries where Germans 
live would indicate this. ^ 

• March lo. Tuesday. Baron Albert Dufour von Feronce, de- 
scendant of French Huguenots who have lived here since the 
end of the seventeenth century, came apparently to persuade me 
that Hitler means no aggression, that the French-Soviet pact 
was^ contrary to the Locarno Treaty and that the march of 
36,000 troops into the Rhineland was entirely justified. He was 
formerly German Minister to Yugoslavia, was long in , the 
diplomatic service and is now on a pension. He revealed the 
enthusiasm almost of a Nazi Party chief, though he is supposed 
to be in opposition to the Hitler regime. He was enthusias'tic 
about what he calls German honour and the right to violate a, 
treaty in order to nulitarizc the area demilitarized in 1919. He' 
represents, as 1 believe, 90 per cent of Germany although it is 
the general supposition that no more than 40 per cent of the 
population is actually Nazi in faith. Tlris shows" how clwer 
VitlKi’Vft£.’ruTJanmnighlr»-ScnJKt-di'i?iardn 7. 

March J2. •Thursday. On account of the tense feeling here I 
went to sec the Polish Ambassador, Lipski, at 12 o’clock in the 
hope of learning what the PoUsh Government actually thinks 
about its situation. He indicated great anxiety : “Germany owes 
us §15,000,000 for freight and passenger service between Get- ’ 
many and East Prussia ; Schacht says Germany can pay only in 
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goods'; ^vc insist on gold or fordgn exchange payment; the t^vo 
months’ dispute is now referred to Hitler. What he will do I 
cannot guess.” But, I said, the Germans plan going back and 
forth to East Prussia over the Baltic Sea on German boats. 
^Vhat \vill you do? He said : “Wc can make no obj'ections, but 
we ^vant the payment of a perfectly honest debt and shall close 
the railroad across the Corridor if we arc not paid.” 

When I asked about the German-French quarrel over the 
Locarno pact, he said i *'Wc arc with France if it corpes to war, 
but we have a treaty wath Germany svhich is valuable as long 
as peace prevails. Our treaty with France takes precedence in 
case Germany attacks France.” He added: “We do not favour 
applying sanctions against Germany because of her violation of 
the Locarno Treaty. That would be terrible for Germany and 
cause a repudiation of debts and perhaps produce war.” 

When I asked what could be done at the London coniercnce, 
he said he could not see what could be done, but that Poland 
would support England, not France. This seemed to me in vio- 
lation of the French-Polish treaty of which he had spoken so 
approvingly. He revealed what one notes every day here : the 
complicated nature of relations, racial, economic and political. 
Poland owes her independence to the United States, England 
and France. She tvas to have been practically annexed to 
Germany under the treaty ofBrcst-Litovsk, but the entrance of 
the United States into the war defeated the enforcement of that 
treaty. Yet' Poland can hardly move right, rear or left ivilhout 
a conflict and a possible subordination to Germany. 

March X3. Friday. This evening Hitler spoke to a vast crowd 
in Karlsruhe on the Rhine. He repeated much of the speech of 
March 7, wth the suggestion that France and Germany em- 
brace each other as friends He was emotional as usual. His 
crowd may have been half voluntary, but as usual vast crowds 
were ordered to attend from dtics as far aivay as Freiburg. One 
can never say in Germany what an audience really thinks of 
Hitler, Goering or Gocbbds, because no one dares oppose what 
tliesc members of the triumvirate have to say on any subj'cct. 

March 14, Saturday. I am told Hitler licid Cabinet and official 
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conferences all day t^dayi lliat Sir Eric Phipps saw Von Ncurn A 
to give the British view of what Germany must do to avoid 
possible ‘war, an 4 that Von Ncurath argued long wth the 
Fuehrer. There b much anxiety. However, Hitler speaks at 
Munich tonight, taking a flying machine about 8 p.m. He svill 
repeat what he said at Karlsruhe and have hundreds of thou- 
sands of hearers in the city. 

‘'‘March 15. Sunday. Hitler returned early today for another 
conference about the German-French dilemma and I hear the 
British Ambassador spoke with him rather violently. This b 
surprbing to me for Sir Eric b a most gentle and suave Englbh- 
man. It only means that the situation b dangerous, though 
I think war unlikely. 

• March tS. Monday. We all went rather late to a musical at 
the Soviet Embassy. The music was extremely good. There was 
a large croivd but only a few Germans were there, nobody in 
oflicial positions. It was rather unfortunate as the Germans need 
ve^ much to sell goods in Russia for gold. However, Hitler’s 
formal denunciation of Russia in hb March 7 speech had al- 
ready had the effect of closing trade negotiations with a Soviet 
comnussiou wWch had been here some time. Wbdom is not 
a IBtlcr-Goering-Goebbcb quality, though cleverness as to 
dom'estic affairs cannot be denied them. 

The former Ambassador to Soviet Russia, Nadolny, was 
present and very frank in hb criticism of the present system here. 
The Soviet Ambassador was a perfect gentleman in every way : 
manners, dress and bearing such as even the French Ambassador 
could not surpass. Although the Russian officials and servants 
cat together in the kitchen each day, according to reports, 
and are very simple in every way privately, there was the most 
protocol bearing all evening in the enormous palace rooms, and 
a vast and wonderful spread of foods of all varieties in the most 
costly dbhes on along, broad table. Some 200 crowded into the 
dining-hall about 1 1.30 as we were leaving. 

March 18. Wednesday. 1 went to see Von Ncurath at 11.30 
to get hb 'reactions to events since March 7. He was suave and 
La " ' 
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smiling as ir everything he had discussed with me February 29 
had worked out according to his advice. He even denied what 
he told me on the former occasion, namely, that he wis urging 
a diplomatic solution of the Rhine demUitarization matter. I 
suppose it is impossible to trust even the more conservative 
members of the government. His attitude on the Rhine deci- 
sion was Tather more surprising because I was sure he did not 
favour marching soldiers into the Rlilnc zone in violation of the 
Locarno pact. He talked as if evcrytliing were going in the best 
possible way. His hope was that the London negotiations would 
be delayed until May when both Germany and France will have 
had elections. As if Hitler ever had real elections I 

I went from the Foreign Office to the Reichsbank to talk with 
Dr. Schacht tvho I know is not a Nazi. Schacht talked nearly 
an hour. He was of the same temper and tone as Von Neurath 
Everything is going fine. Germany has her Rhine territory 
again, she will soon have a restoration of colonies, then perhaps 
join the League and rc-eslabUsh peace all over Europe. His 
only anxiety was about German eiqiorts which he said were de- 
clining on account of the nervousness of other countries. But 
that ht thought vmuld not continue. I never sa\y the great 
finance chief so optimistic in my life. Certainly Hitler’s stroke 
of March 7 has had effects. I did not consider all I heard ivorth 
a half-page telegram, and so sent nothing. ' 

March sj. Mondt^. We sent a long careful telegram last 
Friday giving the facts about the possible exchange of the 
Blticher Palace at Brandenburger Tor for a large place on the 
TicigartenStrasse. The palace is under the very doors of a Ger- 
man Government building and on such a busy street that I have 
doubted its value as offices and residence for the U.S. Embassy. 

It would require S 1,000,000 or more to put it into order, having 
cost us $1,700,000 in 1931. The German authorities have 
offered to give us offices and residences for all our officials here 
and two acres of open park around them in exchange for the 
qalace. Secretary HiiUIqs., when.hr. was,hftrft.,wASL,mihiisjastic 
for the exchange. Former Ambassador Schurman, here in 
November, was of the Same opinion. So ivc sent all possible in- 
formation and I urged a qui^ decision in Washington. As we 
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were about ready to get tlie message off, Consul-General Jenkins 
sent a protest preferring the Blttcfacr Palace in spite of all the 
extra expense. I included his statement with the rest. 

March 26. Thursday. Professor Richter, one-half or one- 
fourth Jew, ^dismissed from the University of Berlin in 1934 > ■ 
a very able man interested mainly in the history of German 
literature, came this morning to say farewell. He is moving to 
Baden about two miles from Basle, S%vitzerland, where he 
^vishes to send his children to school. It is a very attractive and 
agreeable family. My son spent some months in their house to 
learn German, and also to study history, in 1935. I was de- 
pressed by the story he told. But such conditions are reported 
to me nearly every day. 

^ Two people, Jetvs, ^vho had lived in England nearly two 
years, returned a year ago thinking they could teach in a Jewish 
school here' They were promptly thrust into jail where they 
still remain. The -husband’s mother lives in Chicago and my 
friend Professor Ferdinand Schcvill wrote me a few days ago , 
begging me to get them out of jail if possible. They would at 
once depart for Palestine. • - 

I asked Mr. Grist to speak quite pcnonally bn his own 
account to the Swet Police chief here, Himmler, when he had 
occasion to see Hm about other matters. He did so and showed 
Schevill’s letter to him. Himmler said he would release the 
couple before long, but asked Gekt to assist him to locate Com- 
murusts here whom he would imprison and perhaps even put 
to death. I am doubtful about the release of the poor Jews 
entirely guiltless as far as we. can learn. ’ 

March sj. Friday. Matdc and I drove through Leipzig to 

we -wshed to 

see the famous medieval castle where Luther svas hidden a^vay 
from the Imperial authorities for nearly a year. Wc had had 
beautiful weather for a week and had thought the prospect eood 
for a delightful journey. 

March 28. Saturday. A grand demonstration has been given 
all the warfrom Berlin to Eisenach of the enthusiasm of the 
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German people fqr tlie Fuehrer and his recent drive of troops 
into the demilitarized zone in the Rhineland. As noted earlier, 
Hitler, Goering and Goebbcis have made speeches almost every 
day or night all over Germany calling upon everybody to vote 
approval of the Jvlarch 7 announcement of foreign policy. In 
Leipzig, where one can hardly imagine everybody ready to 
shouf, all hurrahed ibr the Fuehrer. There were flags flying 
from nearly every house and apartment, big flags and little, 
all the Hakenkreuzi ludeous to look at when one thinks of what 
they mean. , 

While we were in Weimar, Goering ^vas speaking over the 
radio and people were gathered in the streets to listen, where 
there were radio loud-speakers. The people svould raise their 
right hands and say “Heil Hitler” as they left. The managers 
of the Gocthe-Schiller houses did the same when wc entered. 

I simply said “Good evening.” They showed no resentment. 

It was a rather striking tiling to note in old Weimar, the 
one*time centre of German civilization, that almost all the 
houses were flying Hitler flags. How much of all this was 
coerced 1 could not guess. In Eisleben, where Luther repre- 
sented the famous German ideal of religious liberty in 1521, 
-there were the same hurrahs for the regime which now denies 
all freedom. On our way to Berh'n today we stopped an hour 
in Halle to get luncheon. The old university town of Lutheran 
ideals for three centuries and more showed the same sort of 
enthusiasm ivc had seen everywhere else. 

All this is over an election in which there is no choice of 
candidates ^ Hitler had issued a list of names of candidates for 
all the districts of Germany soon after his speech March 7, ivith 
no alternative names. Ballots were printed with a circle in 
which the voter was to indicate approval. He might ivrite 
“No,” but if he did so he was liable to be arrested and im- 
prisoned. Only people wilh'ng to risk their lives could ivritc 
“No.” This was understood from the beginning. Yet Leipzig, 

, Weimar, Eisleben, Eisenach and Halle were shouting approval 
of Ahr wihnV csmpsr^n. 

As we drove into Berlin about 5 pm., tw’o great Zeppelins 
were flying slowly over the dty. People were crowded ci'cry- 
where to ivatch them and pick up cards and leaflets dropped 
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down which asked people to vote unanimously for “liberty, 
equality and peace.” Eckener, the capt^n orihe new Zeppelin, 
the Hindenburgy was supposed to direct the flights. 

March 2g. Sunday. Today was election day. All the servants 
who help keep our house in order, men and ^vomcn, voted joy- 
ously, it appeared, though some compulsion was evident in their 
behaviour. However, Fritz the butler, who fought as a private 
ori the Russian front during the World War, showed his re- 
joicing spirit in reference to the reoccupation of the demili- 
tarized zone, symbolizing a hatred of France svhich he freely 
indicated. 

March 30. Monday. Returns from yesterday’s plebiscite 
showed about 95 per cent of all Germans had voted approval 
of Hitler’s policies. The papers had little else this morning, 
no indication anywhere of the slightest displeasure about a , 
coerced election or a Reichstag body which meets perhaps once 
a year to shout “Heil Hitler” when he makes a speech. 1 have 
attended two of these so-called Reichstag gatherings and'ort 
both occasions not a word was spoken by members, except 
“Heil Hitler” at pauses in his speech. 

Our newspapers reported yesterday’s election and 41 reporter 
told me that in the old Communist areas of Berlin there were 
25 per cent opposition votes. These negative votes were not 
allo^ved to be reported. Dr. Goebbels is shouting thanks in all 
the German papers for the amazing, free election and the un- 
precedented enthusiasm of the great, free German population ! 

April 4. Saturday. To my surprise the Soviet 'Ambassador 
came to the office this morning. He stayed nearly an hour, talk- 
ing about the French dilemma, the lessening of the tension be- 
tween Russia and Japan and the dangers in the Balkan zone. 
He agreed with me as to the importance of friendly co-opera- 
tion of those little states, but doubted its possibility. He in- 
sisted as before that Russia is not aggressive any^vhere. She- 
only wants peace. 

The Fuehrer, after two or three days of conferences with a 
Cabinet whose members dare not oppose him, except in con- 
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versations before final decisions, has disappeared for a t\vo or 
three weeks’ vacation in south Germany, I think at Bcrchtcs- 
gaden in the mountain area of Bavaria where he looks iongingly 
over the Austrian border at his homeland. 

We icam today that some Austrian and Czechoslovak Ger- 
m^s arc new members of the Reichstag. The fact that Hitler 
decreed them members is symbolic of his so-called peace poli^. 
The claim of the right to annex parts or all of these countries 
is thus subtly announced. If the United States made Americans 
svho have homes in Mexico and arc Mexican citizens members 
of Congress there would be a world-%vidc commotion. Yet not 
a \vord is said here or elsewhere about these new Reichstag 
members. The German propagandist in Switzerland, killed nvo 
months ago by a Jew, only reprcscoied a similar feding of the 
Hitler party towards Switzerland. 

Naturally all small countries lying next to Germany arc un- 
easy. The maps which show them as parts of the Third Reich 
are still circulating. If Hitler is able to buUd his fortifications 
, along the French front to match the French fortifications, then 
“ hh may at any convenient moment put his great army on the 
Austrian or even the Polish frontier, annex as much territory 
^ as he svishes and then call upon the enthusiastic German people 
--‘to give him another unanimous vote of approval. A ten-year 
peace would enable him to do anything he wishes; therefore, 
“peace and prosperity” are his slogans. 

Yet today’s papers armounce that 4,000,000 boys between ten 
and fourteen are to be compelled to wear knives. These are 
evidences orhonour. Hicy are to be worn, as arc the daggers by 
boys between fourteen and eighteen, and the young boys are 
to be trained in military performances in all the schools, as arc 
the older ones. Even young women are truned in certain war 
services. This spells “peace” in the Hitler language. How can 
Von Schirach and Roscnbci^, intimate counsdJors of the 
Fuehrer, proclaim Hitler a second Jesus Christ before vast 
public gatherings and be applauded to the limit? 

Roy Howard had a long interview wth the Fuehrer two 
months ago. When Hitler complained violently about the 34° 
Germans per square mile with no land to go to, Howard said, 
“Why do you then pay every woman for her third child, wth 
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more for her fourth one. and why pay people to marry?’, "nie 
Fuehrer could not reply rvithout giving his real moUvi. We 
refused to answer and later forbade publication of tins in the 
interview. In yesterday’s Paris Herald, it was announced from 
Berlin that the German Government had given Siap.ooo.ooo 
to couples ^vho have married since 1933* increasing popu- 
ladon for the Third Reich means either war or “ peaceful 
sei2uie of other peoples’ land. 

April 6. Monday. Messersmith came to our house for a lun- 
cheon today where some twenty-five people took seats at the 
table, the wife of the unhappy French Ambassador on my 
right. Others were the new Chinese Ambassador, who reports 
that he attended my history lectures in Chicago ; the Austrian 
Minister; XJdet, the great pilot and air adviser to Goering; 
Consul-General Jenkins ; and Mr. Wright, a mining expert of 
the Interior Department in Washington who is making a com- 
plete survey of European mineral resources. This was the usual 
"show” luncheon we give, absolutely necessary from the diplo- ^ 
made point of view, perhaps not so bad since tve ahvays have 
a number of Germans ^vhom we have met and they can thus 
sec what sort of folk Americans are. « ' . 

’Messersmith reported that the Austrians arc very uneasy. 
Schuschnigg, the Chancellor, had been in conference %vith 
MussoUni on March i8 and 19 and as a result Austria ordered 
uiuvcrsal military service which the Italian dictator had 
recommended, ^iesse^smith was convinced the Italians would 
help Austria in case of a German attack. 

I told him I had my doubts because Italy wants to annex 
Egypt and if Germany will approve that, Mussolini will ap- 
prove German annexadon of Austria. He reported that Musso- 
Iim had said he hated HiUer, the very sight of him. That I 
thought was for effect on Schuschnigg rather than an expres- 
sion of real hatred, though 1 do not think’ the ttvo dictators love 
each other. Germans hate Italy to the limit and Italians feel 
die same to%vards the Germans, much as the latter spend their 
savings in Venice, Florence, Rome and Naples. 

I c-rpressed my opinion to Messersmith that Italy will hold 
Albania, keep close to Austria and direaten Yugoslavia undl 
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tlie Mediterranean struggle comes. Then she \vill yield Aus- 
tria, take Egypt and allow Germany to have the Balkan states 
she demands if she has control of Palestine, Greece and Syria. 
Mussolini ^vill re-establish the Roman dictatorship, Germany 
\vill^ become the master of Austria, Czechoslovakia and Him- 
gary. If the Germans build thiir fortifications as planned on 
the French frontier, there will be nobody to stop her moves. 
MesscrsmitH was not of a really different view, and he agreed 
that the poor Balkan peoples so hate one another that they 
invite this. 

April 7. Tuesday. I called on Secretary von Btilosv today. He 
is not a Nazi and is reported never to have conferred srith Hit- 
ler about anything. Von Bulow answered many questions re- 
servedly. He said: “Economically Mussolini osvns Albania. 
^That distresses our friends, the clever Yugoslavs, but we have 
made no protests. As to Austria, \vc are doing nothing, and tve 
would make no* protest if Mussolini annexed Egypt. As to the 
jiossibility of war, there Is none. France is excited but their 
* »encrals do not.lhvour war now and their people are dead 
igainst hostilitles.on account of Hitler’s Rhine occupation.” 

- This was nothing new at all, and I cannot see why he took 
the'time he did. Practically all Germans want to control, if not 
annex, everything between their present eastern boundary and 
the Black Sea. Not even an educated republican German ob- 
iefts to the great risks in this direction. Tliat would mean an 
empire of 150,060,000 people and control of all Europe as the 
United States once thought of controlling all the two Americas. 

Next, I went to sec the Britbh Ambassador on the same 
street. Sir Eric Phipps is not the best-informed man on Euro- 
pean hktory, but he knows contemporary Europe as few others 
do. In January he was ready to help his government to the 
limit against German aggression and ■willing to support the 
French-Soviet pact, wangled over in Europe for a year. He 
had said then that France and England were offering a solid 
front and Italy was expected to join them. 

Today he svas uncertain about what his country should do in 
any direction. All Europe is in a critical situation. Italy may 
§cize all Ethiopia and even Eg^t, which would mean imme- 
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diati war in the Mediterranean. France might break across the 
German western frontier which England would not support. 
Germany is preparing to the limit for eastern aggression and 
England won’t do anything. I said i That means anew Europe, 
with France decliiung, England-losing her empire and Germany 
becoming the master of all. '* ^ 

April II. Saturday. William N. Enstrom, representing the 
Irsing Trust Co. of New’ York, came in for a talk about the 
financial situation here. I had to refer him to our finance ex- 
pert, Mr. Flack, and finally to Dr. Schacht who'is now on his 
vacation in South Germany, near Basle where he goes monthly 
to confer wth international bankers. Enstrom revealed an atti- 
tude towards Roosevelt which surprised me. Surely he was not 
simply drawing me out ! He predicted the President’s re-election 
by a large margin and he also sjud a defeat would be calamity. . 
It is rare that a great bank official expresses such views. 

We are at the end of the week during which' England and 
France have laboured at Geneva to find some way out of the . 
dilemma which has been grovring worse every week since 
December 15, 1935. The British Foreign Secretary Eden is 
the only eminent leader in Europe who seems to understand 
the drift, j".. , :i . 

Italy is fighting with increasing success in Ethiopia, aiming 
to control the Mediterranean and cut off England from her vast 
Far Eastern possessions. Mussolini thinks himsdf a n'ew ^Caesar 
entitled to recover what Rome controlled 2,000 years ago. If 
he succeeds, England’s power declines as did that of the 
Netherlands after 1713 — a sad move for Europe. 

Anthony Eden saw this danger and urged the stopping of 
Mussolini’s ruthless war by sanctions on all war supplies. But 
the Foreign Secietary , Hoare, influenced by great o'd and other 
corporations, agreed with the French Foreign Secretary, Laval 
to defeat Eden and leave Mussolini a fairly free course of 
conquest. France had promised Mussolini everything he asked 
in January, 1935, in a secret agreement contrary to French 
obligations as a member of the League of Nations. 

When the Hoare-Laval announcement ^vas made in Deccm 
her, Mussolini saw Irn way to Caesar’s position more clearlv. 
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England was so perturbed that Hoare was compelled to jcsign 
and Eden was appointed Fordgn Secretary: too late to save 
England’s case in the League. France still hoped, to cnUsf the 
Italians on her side in case of a German threaf of ww*. But 
‘Hitler quickly saw his opportunity^ "^nd Goebbels spoke on De- 
cember 17 in praise of Mussolim," saying his success meant Ger- 
man recovery of her colonies. From December 15 to March 6, 
high German officials worked and conferred with army officers 
for a united front to seize the demilitarized Rhine zone, de- 
nouncing the French-Soviet peace pact and asking for all the 
German colonies of 1914. The German people, who hate Italians 
as much or more than the French, rallied slowly, and on March 7 
came the strategic Hitler appeal to Europe. On March 29 
came* the plebiscite which gave Hitler a 95 per cent vote. 

This week the League an'H Locarno conferences have been 
held in the vast palace in Geneva. Eden could do nothing. 
Flandin, French Foreign Secretary, would do nothing. The two 
dictators are happier than they have ever been before. The 
small European states, Holland, Denmark, Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania and othen, are more uneasy than at any time since 
the end of the World War. Austria is the next obj'ective of 
Hitler, and Egypt the next ambition of Mussolini. At least this 
appears to be true from all the evidence available. England and 
France, having failed to see realiries, have put themselves in 
dangerous positions and practically ruined the League, their 
one hope of avoiding war. 

April 16, Thursday, I went to say good-bye to Von Billow, 
perhaps the most sensible and charming man in the Foreign 
Office. He talked about the dangerous and wicked 'var of 
Mussolini and agreed that he is certainly a menace to European 
peace. Hoivever, he added, he believes Mussolini is not so 
near to the mastery of all Ethiopia as he proclaims. He 
foresees complete surrender because he fears the coming ^ny 
season may defeat him. His economic situation is exceedingly 
dangerous. 

Von Bq 1 o\v informed me "the French Government is prepar- 
ing a series of questions to be sent us next week. They have to 
do with the Locarno question and the proposed peace of Hitler. 
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^Ve can answer the questions f^ly well, but they tvircd us not 
to reply until the elections arc over in France, on May 3, so 
we are convinced there is nothing very pressing. It seems to me 
peace is fairly secure for months to come. The League can do 
nothing but talk and delay; In case France were to agree to- 
have no alliances, I think we all might unite in a Europcan" 
League for Mutu^ Security.” 

At luncheon we sat down with some interesting people at our 
table: Dr. Hugo Eckener, the great Zeppelin engineer who has 
just returned from Brazil, Karl von Wiegand, the United Press 
general representative William Philip Simms, and Counsellor 
Mayer. Dr. Eckener was the one man who interested us all. 
He declined to fly his ship and propagandize for Hitler on 
April q 8 and 29 when the new Zeppelin, the Hmdenbufg, was 
ordered to fly all over Germany. -That caused Goebbels to see 
Hitler and ask what should be done to the indispensable cap-^ 
tain. It is reported that Hitler ranted and shouted that the' 
man must be dismissed. That was not possible, and Goebbels 
gave the German press an order never again to mention Dr. 
Eckcncr’s name. Although the Hxndtnburg was caught in^a 
dangerous storm on the ^vay back from Brazil last week and 
the macluncry damaged, there was no mention of the com- 
mander’s name. 

When Dr. Eckener talked at table about a flight tV'the 
United States, I sjud: "You nught take Dr. Goebbels -Nvith you 
and let him see the United States." Dr. Eckener seemed 
amazed and, after a pause, everybody roared with laughter. 
The joke was understood. Later the flier explained his plans 
for going to the United Stales and calling on President Roose- 
. vclt. But he insisted that Goebbeb must recall his order or he 
would resign and there would be no flight this year across the 
dangerous North Atlantic. I am wondering what Hitler will 
order to be done. 

April 18. Saiurdaj/. 1 began my long journey back to the 
United States this monung, driving to Hambui^, my wife and 
daughter wth me. We arrived in Hamburg at 4.15 but lost 
nearly a half hour in finding the Cilj> of Baltimore.' There had 
been rain and snow all the svay from Berlin to Hamburg The 
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country looked beautiful for that part of Germany, ^vheat, 
barley, rye everjavhere and quite green for the season 

Apnl^ig Sunday In bed all day, but the sea vyas beautiful^ 
this old sea where thousands of s^ps, of peace and war, must 
he on the bottom, and perhaps milhons of men’s bones in them 
What a sad story if the real history of these waters could be 
knoAvn since the time of Juhm Caesar! I never sail over this 
region ivithout wnndenng what poor mankind has done here 

As night approached, I was out a few mmutes on the deck 
to view the southern coast of England where the Romans first 
went across to capture the attractive country, where the Saxons 
in the fifth and sixth centuries entered to crowd the mixed Celts 
and Romans westward, and where ihc Normans landed in 1066 
to conquer the people who had been orgamaed and made a 
nation by Alfred the Great, whose monument I pondered upon 
in October, 1928, in the beautiful English town of Winchester 

Poor, nch, powerful England, for three hundred years the 
leading cultural country of the world, the builder of the amaz- 
mg empire of 1600 to 1914— now beginning to decline If Italy 
seizes her strategic positions in the Mediterranean, as Mussolim 
plans to do, the Empire will begin to fall to pieces If Ger- 
many under Hitler or his successor seizes the control of the 
Balkan states to Constantmople, as planned, then England loses 
her leadership of western Europe To me these moves seem 
logical, tragic but inevitable They will be calamitous for the 
ideals of the English people whose leaders during the past six 
or eight years have made the saddest blunders possible 

Apnl 2s Wedrusdqy I am mstmctivcly of a nervous nature 
My food does not digest properly, headaches spread over the 
nerve connections between the stomach, shoulders and brain 
until sleep is almost impossible, and that only adds to the dis- 
comfort of ocean travel While I am never seasick in the ordi- 
nary sense, I was m bed all day yesterday reading a German 
book on Roosevelt and His Repolutwn trying to counteract the 
influence of the stormy sea and rolling stateroom There svas 
no qmet until i o’clock, the ship moving steadily The book on 
the President and his task is good, though not altogether nght 
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The Atlantic is certainly a rough part of th^ world, whwc 
most sea trade goes on from year to year. Somehow boat life 
annoys me. I can’t imagine myself in the position of ai^dfiicer 
or seaman even on the safest of vessels. Such a life is incom- 
prehensible to me. Yet the men on this ship seem to bc-ejuite 
content with’theirjiivcs. 

June 22. Monday. I arrived here, the Univ^ity of Chicago, 
Saturday tnortung in the best of health. She sveeks at my Round 
Hill farm, “Stoneleigh,” were among the best of my life. The 
State Department agreed to leave me as free from interruption 
as possible and the arrangement was observed strictly. I was 
outdoors in the warm sun about ten hours each day, working a 
little here, a little there, helping to build an annex to my.house 
for a library, improving roads that needed repairs very much,_ i 
and even supervising the hauling of rocks necessary to build the 1 
annex. The ^vork was not too heavy at any time but quite 
useful to the simple fellow who were working for me. 

There were people who seemed amazed that I should work 
with orthnary labourers, but anyone could see that without my * 
help they would not have done more than half what they did. 
The ^vcathe^ was so beautiful and my dairy farm was in the best 
condiUon I have seen it in years, with a fine com crop growing 
in spite of a brief drought in May. The thirty co\vs yield S 1 75 
a month. If the present tenant learns how to raise all needful 
feed, he \vill really make a net profit, even with the low milk 
prices in ^Va8lungton, The only criticism I had to make of the 
tenant was about his careless treatment of the horses %vhich I 
furnished him. 

Tliis morning the news came from Berlin that my friend 
SecTCtai^ von Btilow of the Torci^ Of&c^. i? Acad X* jtad 
ne\vs to me. He was one of the noble figures in the sad complex 
in Berlin. He took cold a fc\v days ago and the cold drifted into 
pneumonia and he could not rally agmnst it — one of the things 
I fear will happen to me. Wc both were quite sentitive to cold 
both ha\ ing little electric heaters near our desks in our offices. I 
sent a cable to Secretary vonNeurath indicating my greatsorro'w 
Von Balow was a genuine patriot and many times indicated to 
me his real feelings about the regime under ^vhich he worked. 
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June s8. Sunday. This university where I hrat appeared on 
AndrewJj. McLaughUn*S’invitation in the summer of 1908, h, 
the-most appealing to me of ilny in the world. ^Jerhaps thh h 
partisanship, but certainly there are many real,” Imth-secking 
^professors and* many promiang young scholars coming here 
every year. President Hutchins, whose caU'depeftd^ in 1929 
a good deal on 'what Profirssor Charles* E. Mernam and J 
thought of him,^ is very-able and ambitious, sometimes very 
unwise in his methods of selecting new scholars for differwt 
faculties. He fi now asvay ; perhaps he is away on purpose whVe 
I am here. He knows my difference of opinion with him m 
some important matters. His article in the current Tah Sfoteto 
shows his theoretical attitude. ^ 

I think universities should be free-thinking and free-speaking 
centres of study and research. He thihks the same, but has the 
idea that presidents should select professors without the agree- 
ment of the faculty members already at work who know the 
prospective scholars far better than he can know them. He has 
the dictatorship idea in this and reorganization matten. My way 
would be faculty recommendation, debate and majority deci- 
sions. That would increase the interest and effectiveness of schol- 
ars, always tempted to be absorbed in their own fields of work. 

July X. Wednesday. I talked last night on world commerce 
and free trade, on tlie industrial-financial revolutions which - 
paralleled the amazing trade profits of 1846 to 1912, on the 
abnormal building of great cities, and finally on the ^Vorld War 
and its effects on econonuc-soaal life everywhere between 19*® 
and 1936 I have never had such close attention, and at the end 
the applause surpassed anything I have ever experienced. All 
the papers and press people bad a full outline of what I said, 
but I was sure the Chicago papers would not publish it. This 
morning 1 noted that the Tndune tried to exploit svhat I said 
pMcnthetically about Woodrow Wilson in the hope of injuring 
his fame. The Daily Xews put a brief story on paire ro, the 
Tribune on page 4. The Hcarst papers printed only two inches, 
after their reporters had spent a half hour with me trying in 
vain to get an interview on Europe and making half a dozen 
snapshot pictures. 
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Jut)! 31 . Twday, I hav6 to leave Chicago tonight for .Cleve- 
land where I am to speak once more on the Dilemma of Modem 
Civilization, which the Chicago ‘papers have been unwilling to 
report. The colors are big business men who think protective 
tariffs are a blessing^ who still think they can^sell al3road no 
matter how little jhey buy and Vho do not-Hke my accounts 
of the way our country has paid its debts after wars.*" Moreover, 
every paper here of any wde circulation is'dead against Roose- 
velt and cannot allow even an historic approach to the dilemma. 
Tins is an attitude of the press the President has had to contend 
with from the beginning. But other papers, only a few about 
the country, call attention to my warnings against the dangers 
ahead. 

My work here has been heavy. Great numbers of most com- 
petent students who arc teachers in all parts, of the country - 
have taken my time. Prom what they say Ae university’s merg- ' 
ing of history into the social sciences as a minor subject is most 
discouraging. They lament the failure of the university to give 
American history in a large comprehensive way, and add that 
they cannot get sufficient knowledge except upon their ovm 
initiative and with hbrary work. This is Hutchins’ system I 
have long feared his scheme of limiting departments and avoid- 
ing departmental selection of professors would greatly injure 
dus institution. Nothing is more important than eminent pro- 
ffers developing their subjects their own way, first being sure 
the professors arc worthy of appointment. I am distressed at 
Chicago Umversity. Sometimes I wish I might again bring 
pressure to bear here. 


July S4- Fndaj,. Dnving down to Washington, where the 
weather was most oppressive, I saw Secretory HulJ. We toiked 
Ireely a few minutes about the failure of the German commis- 
sioners svho w«e recently svith him and the possibiUty of Roose- 
velt s defeat. I regretted that Germany could make no changes 
in her bdateral co^ercval treaties. This meant the appUcaUon 
of a penalty tanff on G^an imports, since Germany could 
not, under mUer, open her market to American exports: the 
sad plight of modem mdustnal countries. 

As to Roosevelt's re-election. Hull said he was fairly certain 
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of success, but, he added, the President cannot speak “what you 
and I believe the truth about tariff follies. The people are now 
pro^ectidhists.” If this is corrwt it is the fifst time in American 
hislory when protective tariffs'would receive^a majority vote. 

Washington is the most disagreeable .city L know in some 
respects. *T5ie..tra£Rc is coiiceatrafed aBo’ut Pennsylvania and 
Constitution Avenues in such a way as tff make movements in 
a car or on foot most difficult and dangerous. The construction 
of government buhdings close together reminds one of the 
stupidity'* of the Loop district of Chicago where millions of 
people labour or move about with great^danger. Modem 
peoples think they must pack themselves in cities and refuse to 
leave even when starvation confronts them. How different from 
the spirit and purposes of the people who founded the North 

..American colonies and later the Union J 

• ^9' Wtdnesday. I sailed on the Wasbinglon-tod9.y at 12 

* o’clock. Now comes the renewal of the distressing tension of 
ihy residence in Bcrhn where democracy u denounced almost 
every day. 



X 


August 7, ig^S to December sj, 'igsS 

August 7. Friday. We arrived in Hamburg after .a ,slow all- 
day ride in the low-tide river, the Elbe. 1 hurried in my car 
to Berlin with our chauffeur. In Berlin at io.30> after a long 
and most beneficial vacation in Vii^nia and Chicago, in spite 
of my heavy university work. All the way from Hamburg to 
Berlin, about 200 miles, the countryside looked beautiful and 
prosperous, as ever in spring and summer. 

p. Sunday night. I attended the loo-ycar-old Hcrren * 
Club where Von Papen, Von Ncurath, the French Ambassador 
and others sat at the table where I was, but I heard no really 
revealing conversation about anything. It was a large show, 
with 150 people present, in honour of the Olympic Games 
which are attracting so much attention. It’s the dub whose 
members were expecUng to be killed the last week in June, 
1934, one of whom came to me for help. Kaiser Wilhelm I, 
Von Hindenhurg and Hitler stood out in great paintings on 
the main dining-room wall. 

Aside from the dinner there was nothing worth while 
though Von Neurath did say he had been talking over long 
distance Nvith Madrid this afternoon. Nothing decisive was 
happening in Spain, he said, and not apt to happen in a month. 
He said; “All peoples are comimtUng economic suicide by 
their foolbh trade and financial policies. Schacht was right in 
his recent speech.” 

August 14. Friday. Fritz Kuhn, Nad Fuehrer in America 
brought a group of German-Americans to my office Kuhn is 
a Nazi propagandist who once worked in Henry Ford’s factory 
in Detroit. He is guiding has party of visitors about Germany 
to convince them that Nazism is the salvation of modern 
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was said to me in Washington* Of course I had nothing to do 
with the matter. ^ „ 

Then two Senators came over, Wheeler .and Barkley. 
dined them in grand style and asked (^ering to sit wth them 
Goering accepted but failed to appear at the last momcnti 
apparently angry \vith Mayer. Wheeler* ^vas among those at 
a dinner in WasWngton where GermahyV*right to be dictator 
of all Europe was approved. He reported to Mayer that I 
unpopular over the whole United States. This tvas in no 'vay 
evidenced to me when I was there in June and July. 
Senators are reported to have said that I would soon be recalled* 
What they really said or had in mind, 1 shall try to learn. 

August 16. Sunday, We went this afternoon at 1.30 t® 
Olympic Games Stadium for the closing contests and 
nouncements. I spoke one nunute over the radio to the Unite® 
States. . . 

As we entered the seven-mile street at the Great Star circle 
in the Tiergarten, we saw the flags ofjGermany and many © 
tlic other nations flying from hundreds of tall poles. The flags 
continued all the way to the stadium, with swastika flags 
from the ^vindows of every house. On both sides of the 
all the way, were uniformed S A. and S S. soldiers, standing 

close together- There must have been 100,000 soldiers. 

We took our placds with the oihcr_.ambassadon.on the 

row of scats. Hiller and Goering and other Nazis, including 
, the generals, svcrc to be seated on rcscr\'ed seats high above 
us and a little behind. Hitler arrived at 3 o’clock. 1 h® 
then began, horse-jumping contests bct^NCcn many countries. 
They continued until C o’clock. Then came announcements and 
llie a\varding of medals and honours. The great stadium field 
was lighted by electric macliines from the top row-s of the scats 
all around and by curious electric streams of Uglits meeting 
some tw or three hundred feet above the performances. I lia\c 
nc\‘cr seen such an elaborate show. 

Last ni^ht, we went to Dr. Goebbcls’ reception for diplomats 
and Olympic people on a beautiful bland near Dalilcm, fifteen 
xnilcs out of toi\-n. It was the litc of a former Jo\bli mansion. 
Wc shook hands \siili the host, the man who had helped In 
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Me 30; 1934, to murder Germans svbohave never been shovm 
to have been gu’Jty of anything but opposition to the Nazi 
regime. I dblikcd tiie band-shake as I did that noth Goenng 
at a sinular show two days before. We sat down at a small 
table near Goebbels’ mmn table, although I am second ra^^ 
ihpiomatheie. the French Ambassador being first, I preferred 
this and GoebbeU had not ashed us to bis table. 

In a little whUe the dinner was served, some a,ooo people 
supposed to be present. There were beautiful lights strung all 
over the island, some in trees. The Trench Ambassador and his 
wife, the Italian Ambassador and hh wife, Von Ncurath and 
some Olympic Comnuttee people took their places with Goeb- 
* bds. ^Ye were near enough to note that there was no really 
cordial convcisadon, which is a rare thing at diplomatic 
funcUons, ^ 

\Vhcn the dinner closed, dandng began on an elevated plat- 
form near us. It was not uuUke the dancing at Goering’s recep- 
tion, imitating Greek and Victorian performances. About to 
o’clock tlicrc'waS shooting of a kind that suggested war. This 
continued for a half hour, a great many people complaining at 
llus form of war propaganda. People at our table trembled 
when the bombing made such a terrible noise. There were of « 
course no teal shots or shells, but there were explosions which 
almost made the ground shake. 

This display, UkeVouRibbentrop’s and Goering’s, must have 
cost 40,000 marks of government money. How much the 
Olympic shmv cost one can hardly imagine, though I would 
guess 75,000,000 marks The propaganda of it all may have 
pleased the Germans. U had a bad influence on foreiamers as 

reported tomc,mspiteofthe6neentertainmentofan concerned. 

I tolkrf mdzy ivith Dr.- Scbacht who 
hM bithcrto b«n most fncndly and frank. I never heard him 
enueue the Umted State in aueh a vehement spirit. He wS 
violem m hu language aW the decUion of the novemmen 
not to aBow German subsidized imnorts I a.Ved 1, 
understood here ,h.at I had dSne a^Sig in the 
to predpitate this decision. He sawT^'ornS t t ® 

have always faioured freer trade." ’ ‘ Vou 
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peoples. He kept his purpose from me but I have since Icamo 
that fie’ Represents Bohle of the Foreign Office of the,Na 2 
Party. *■ v" ^ ». 

Yesterday we went to Goering’s garden party in honour of ti 
Olympic Games commissioners here. It’s the pid Prussian raj's 
palace where Goering feels so much at ’^hoifie, a mansion 
larger and more elaborately fitted out than the White Hous< 
in Washington. The garden, in the very heart of the city, i- 
about aS'large as the front lawn of the White House. 
were huge spotlights on the tops of surrounding houses whicJ^ 
shed light over the area almost as bright as day-time. And tbeK 
were hundreds of lights suspended from trees about the place. 
There was hardly anything that modem inventors could have 
added. 

, Ministers of the government, Gocbbels, Von Ncurath, Von 
. ^Bloraberg and others tvere grouped about with ambassadon 
“and ministers from all over the world. 1 talked -a little with 
>.-^Schacht and walked around the park wth Sir Eric Phipps* As 
"''we all sat down about 8.30 to eat at hundreds of tables, small 
and large, the wind was cold and damp, and the electric heatert 
about the place were of no value, as the brecae took the warmth 
a^vay. I saw that I would take cold, but my wife argued against 
my wearing my hat and overcoat which I had left in the palace 
, as we entered. But as the air grew colder and colder, I got my 
hat and coat. I felt less conspicuous when I saw Lmvald, the 
German chief of the Olympic Games commission, had hat 
also, and Sir Eric Phipps was leaving because of the cold. 

It was the ^catest display I have ever seen, wth actors ^d 
actresses dancing in cightcenth-ccntur>' garb on the lawn. The 
famous air pilot Udet had arranged a flying machine perfo^* 
ance which showed all the tricks of the e-xpert stunt flyer. We 
looked at the show for a time, as also at other displaj’s. But the 
weather was so cold that I decided to leave at 10.15. I was 
sure my_ Colds of last year would return. 

August. Saturday. A report of the American Consul at 
Stuttgart in southern Germany says the press over that region 
is quite Open in its discussion ofSpanish relations. Tlie general 
idea*thcy suggest is for the Fascisl-Nazi powers to assist the 
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rcs'olutionary, or rather the reactionary, army crowd of Spain 
to rcgainj:ohtrol.there. Tlien Germany and Italy, having lent 
assistance, would di^dc the Spanish colonial possesions and 
enter ^into sofne entente arrangement which would give the 
three dictatorships control of Europe without war. 

^Vhile I had not for^cen this immediate Spanish situation 
1 had forecast the Gcrman-Italian contol of Europe in private 
reports to Washington. The events of last autumn pointed 
towards this outcome. lEtler’s speech of March 7 was a master 
stroke in this direction. The failure of English-Erench co 
operadon agmnst Italy in the Ethiopian conquest seemed to me 
to doom democracy in Europe- In these last weeks the Spanish 
MnJUct ssems to offer another opportunity to Mmsoui and 
auer. They can hardly faU since England is helpless and 
France so divided that a dictatorship seems unavoidahl- mi. 
United States, having faded in tgtg-eo to m-on-rt . 
European affaire, now faces a soUd dictatorship fronAvhhh ' 
due time will give serious trouble. How unwise our 

Senators were and have continued to be! ' ®ttttonty^^. 

A member, of my staff told me today that our Co,m..u 
Mayer, who was sent here last December, decided 
left last April to get into closer relations with On- ^ 

negouate a treaty ivith Germany. He made all sor,”?",®’ 
to Goenng, who received the impression that , , 

by Roosevelt soon or reth^ if Wdt s5d h' r 
featrf m November. I thought last March he w^ ?'"' 
the German dictators far more cordially than dilT ?V“™‘ng 
or Mr. Gordon, his predecessors. ^ 'Vhite 

men Mayer ivrotc the State Department • , 

offertug to open negolialions, the Sectary advuS''fv^' 

But when tivo representaUves were urgedto come 
thmgs over, Goenng ivas most 6 ien^ and iiTted ^ re 
'.S" ““ "> «= him. He also rairi,- 

The State Department sent’tio rcprcscnlftiv^*\™/? 

but they refused to come to Berlin ^ Germany 

Goenng, with HiUer’s approval sent -i 
them in MnmA. No real concessions were oS'f'^'' 
and the Umted States agents went home gS* 
haps Mayer, thought I had defeated die mo«^^ P'S 

“ a Word 
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He laid the blame on the President and on Secretary Mor* 
genlhau. He ridiculed the idea that the tariff law makes the 
decision necessary, and then said Germany will buy nothing cite 
from America. He never mentioned the subsidy difficulty, but 
criticized Secretary' Hull for his system of treaties and indi- 
cated the German' anger about the relations between the United 
jStafes and Brazil which he said had defeated German tjadc 
plans in Brazil. I do not know the details of this and hence 
did not discuss it. 

Schacht then said : “Well, we shall not pay interest on your 
bank bonds. Your people demand 6 and 7 per cent from w 
when they get only a and 3 pcr»ccnt for loans at home. * 
let him go on, although I knew most Amcricans'who held 
German bonds had agreed to 3J and 4 per cent interest. 
Schacht" further added : “You gave us the League of Nations 
and then would have nothing to do svij^ it. Now Germany asb 
for colonies and the right to c.^pao'd.’^I said: But that is 
England’s business; We have often said at home Germany ought 
to have lier colonies returned. ^ • 

He went on urging that Roosevelt- call a world conference 
after his re»election and insist upon Germany’s rights, although 
he blamed the President for his Chautauqua speech about world 
peace. “We have been arming for '’three years and have paid 
all the cost of it." ^ / 

I replied : But war is apt to mean ’the collapse of civilization. 
Yes, he agreed: “A general war would mean ‘world-wide 
Communism and total economic collapse." ' 

It was'*a revelation of Schacht’s hostility never before shown. 
It seemed clear that he thinlc Gennany, if she continues to 
• Increase her sway in Europe, will and must* resist to the li^t, 
’perhaps even fight the United States. When I mentioned some 
blunders Gennany had made in religious matters, he replied : 
"You are right; it was a mistake. Won’t you see Hitler about 
that?” I felt his sarcasm but"* could not help saying: The 
Fuehrer would go into a fury and I do not care to witness that. 

Although Schacht insisted upon his /Hendliness to me and 
agreed to keep our talk confidential, I had the feeling that what 
we, said was register^ on a government machine connected 

^vlth his telephone. * 
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ilugu5{ 23. Suncfiy’. For three days now German official atti- 
tudes have been impossible to ascertain. ^Ve know that Hitler 
held a conference here witli some Cabinet membert and ranted 
violently about the Spanish search of a German war vessel off 
their coast beyond the legal zone. Von_^BIomberg svas much 
opposed- to a war-like move. Hitler quieted do^vn after a 
while and a protest svas sent to the hdplcss Spanish Govern- 
ment. « 

Miss Schultz, the Chicago Tribune correspondent, reported 
that she knew Uventy-five German airplanes had been sent last 
week from Dusseldorf to the rebels in Spain. At the same time 
I learned that Von Blomberg had forbidden Dr. Schacht to 
ship airplanes and war material to Bulgaria, saying; “All war 
material thust remain at home, so imminent is the danger.’* 
Schacht was^distresred because he so much needed foreign ex- 
change \vith which to buy foodstuffs and raw materials. I do not 
see hmv the Spanish rebHs can pay for their imports. 

Friday and Saturday the German press was wild in its attack 
on Russia because it was said they had 1 2,000,000 soldiers ready 
for \var and forty submarines in the Baltic Sea. Denunciations 
of Russia were the worst 1 have ever noticed in my three years 
hCTc. The denunciation of the Spanish Govemmentwas equally 
violent. There seemed to ^ grave danger of an immediate war 
move. ^ "■ 

Mr. Wright, an* oipert ..student here for six months of Ger- 
man *war and other resources, reported to me that a leader, 
frequently ^ked to become economic secretary under Schacht, 
had solemnly said to him that Germany was ready for war 
soon, but that if she did go to war there would be* dtfeat and 
that Hitler would.be overthrown. He thinks the German massM 
would^nOt fight as they did in the World War. Mr.. Wright’ ' 
reported further the difficulty of supporting^ a great war verv* 
long. It would be imposfible to get supplies and foodstuffs. I 
am inclined to think Wright wtimates fairly well, except that 
vfZT is always more po»ible than economists think. Oil gas 
and foodstuffs would be the' costly necessities. ’ ^ . 

In spite of all the newspaper and general excitement durin? 
the last days of the week, we have.a silent press today There b 
no repetition of attacks on Russia, France or Spain. Some order 
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has been given out to stop -cvciy thing. HitJer is in BereJue* 
gaden, Von Ncurath is near Stuttgart, and Von Blombcrg is 
quiet at his suburban place here. I think the demonstratioas 
^vcrc to prepare the German people for increased war prepara- 
tions and for the understanding of and submission to iood 
shortages, already being talked about anxiously. 

• August 25. Tuesday. We had a luncheon, the third large one 
since my return from Chicago. Some inlcrcsting guests included 
Dr./Dicckhoff, Dr. Leitner and his ^vifc, for nine years Coun- 
seller to the German Embassy in Washington, Dr. Thonisca, 
personal secretary to Hitler, who is going to Washington to 
take Leitncr’s'place, Mr. and Mrs. Pierson of the gov^me^'* 
Import-Export Bank in Washingt^ for assisting international 
trade, and several otliers, including the Minister from Nica- 
ragua, supposed to be strongly pro^French. The'^conversatioo 
could not be free or interesting because of the variouVopposing 
dpinions. So we talked a lot, said nothing, and ate heartily* 
^er the luncheon I sounded Dieckhoif out, but there; was Jio 
real comment on German policy, except its anti-Communist 
attitude towards Spain. ' * • , 

-Lion Blum, the French Prime hlinister, said a'few days'ago 
that the great problem in France was substantial unity, a com- 
bination of all moderate and radical grouiK behind a struggle 
for the sort of real democracy which France has never had in 
“spite of»all her efforts since 1789. I doubt Blum’s.,success. If 
■■ the Italians and Germans set up a Nazi or Fascist regime m 
Madrid, through their propaganda and secret assistance <to 
• .General Franco, France is going to be in the most difficult 
position since the fall of Napoleon I. 

- ’ August 2Q. Saturday. Nothing is more oppressi^ to a 'demo- 
crat, not a Democrat and also not a Communist, than the situa- 
tion in Europe. Hitler is the absolute master of Germany’s 
68,000,000 people, hlussolini is master oC Italy’s ‘000,000, 
and. tjjft. dnminanj; tg-jvupi, in. 5 <iJaad., 

^ Rumania'are already Fascist. We have reports that Mussolini 
sent word to Franco that any general svho precipitated the dic- 
tatorship movement 5 n Spmn, on July 17, would receive Italian 
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help to overthrow the democratic (partly radical) government 
of Spain. All the \sorld knows the horrors that have been per- 
petrated in Spain since August, Hitler is, or was, certmnly send- 
ing aid to Franco and the Nazi Party here has been mainlining 
propaganda activity in Spain for several years. 

A stor>' comes today from a Vienna nc'wspapcr man that 
Schuschnigg, the dictator of Austria, was with Hitler at Bcrch- 
tesgaden a few days ago. He also says the situation of Austria 
is such that it is a pure'*wastc of money to have a United States 
legation in Vienna. That has been my opinion for more than a 
year. Another reputable journalist reported that Mussolini^lold 
Wm: “Do not go to Vienna. Rome and Berlin determine 
Austrian afhurs.” It is tnosUy Berlin, however. ' - 

A few days ago.Dr. Schacht went to Paris on a special mis- 
don. There^were many rumours as to his purpose. My guess, 
supported By the French Ambassador’s remarb here today, is 
that he Went with instructions from Hitler to ^vork out a deal 
with the French Fascists before the expected fall of Blum, the 
Prime Minister .there now. Before Schacht left here early this 
week he talked with Fran^ois-Poncct, ■Nvho is not far from being 
a Fascist. From newspaper stories one might think it was a 
simple financial mission. 1 think the second object of the visit 
was the hope of buying cotton and copper in France from 
Americans, rince the trade situation between Germany and the 
United States does not allow cotton or copper to be sent directly. 
These materials are the most ncccMary of ivar stuffs. iFrangois- ' 
Poncct acknowledged tlus today. . 

< One other story today says Mussolini was ivith Hitler last 
Saturday. I doubt it, but Goebbeb, shrewdest of all the dicta- 
tors here, is in Venice, So the pressure cveryivhere is for dfe- 
tatorships, in all countries except England, where the foolish 
Conservative are in power, in Czechoslovakia, where there is a 
movement to surrender to Hitler, and in Russia where Gom- 
munism is again executing its opponents. In the United States 
capitalists are pressing in the same Fascist direction, supported 
by capitalists in England. Nearly aU our diplomaUc service 
people here have indicated their drift in the same direction 
Violently hostile to the Nazi regime for three years they are 
now half supporting it. - ’ ^ 
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August 20 Sundaj Tlic list few days here >verc qujet, but 
the newspapers continue iheir violent agitation against Russia 
and Communism Young Armand Birard of" the French Go\ 
emment has been here for several d'lys His picture of the 
French dilemma i3»very discouraging Prime Mimster BJum 
has a few Jew ^n his Cabinet, vcrysable and popular men when 
appointed Now an anti-Scnutic campaign is increasing its acti 
vity all the time and this adds to the strength of the Fascists 
They now have a leader, the renegade Jacques Donot^a man 
who has a certain following among Pans workers and is 
financed by French indastnahsts Next November Blum u al 
most certain to be overthrown and, if so, a Fascist regime is 
quite possible That wouldbewhatSchacbt^nshes Birardgocs 
back tomorrow via a flying machine 
* * > » 

Septembef^i Tuesday We all went to the flying field at 
4 p ml- to meet my son William, returning from Shanghai 
where he has been working for the International Peace Gam 
paign, a popular front group with representatives m the United 
States, England, France, Swtzerland, and even Russia Mr 
Birard waited over a day and he was with ut Wiiham’s flying 
plaife was two and a half hours late and the young Frenchman 
had to take his Pans plane back before Wilham amved 
I was quite uneasy before the plane landed, lest the sharp 
winds from the North and Baltic Seas might have brought his 
plane down He amved, though, about 6 30 and we had a 
dfehghtfiil family reunion ^ 

September 4 Friday ' Thomas Wolfe, the Amencan novclut 
of groat populanfy, just left He said a hotel owner and a 
fnend of his publisher here remarked to him today “All 
Europe is going Fascist and that keeps the peace ” 

This afternoon I called on the Dutch Minister, who has just 
returned from his country He said soon after I entered his 
office “We shall probably never hayc another happy day in 
our lives All peoples seem so crazy The Enghsh have com 
tnitted the greatest blunders m their history these last three 
years ” 

He spoke of the Nazi Party Day which opens next Monday 
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m NUmberg. He docs not go, as I do not. He agreed that it 
would be most disagreeable to sit outdoors in the cold on high 
benches near the Fuehrer and hear him of Goering denounce 
democracy as they liavc done each time. I said: It might be 
more embarrassing to havci to get ^eavc when such 

things were s^d. But.thc Ivrmislcr reminded me that the repre^ 
sentative h^e of Sweden had been ordered by his go\'emmcnt 
to attend the NUmberg Congress. He added : “I see the Czecho- 
slovak Miiustcr and the Rumanian are also attending.” This 
only sho^vs•the increasing fear of those little countries of "the 
Hitler R«ch. However, the Dutchman has never attended, nor 
has'lhe Belgian Minister. And neither. I nor^thc. French or 
Englhh* Ambassadors has ever accepted these invitations toi 
wtness such propaganda on a grand scale. Neither Mussolini 
nor Stalin as^ diplomats to attend their party rhcctings. 

This evening’s paper, the Abendblatt, announces in great 
headlines that Mussolini is sending a war vessel, armed, and 
several thousand soldiers to Barcelona. This se^s to me Mus- 
solini’s ^vay of finding out what the French and English svill do. 

I tlunk they vnli do nothing. If they do not, later Mussolini 
wU, in my opinion, send more troops and subordinate General 
Franco tO'his will, perhaps take partial control of Spain— one 
more step towards his Caesar goal. 

September 6. Sunday. Since nothing of importance can be 
disemsed or decided in Berlin the next few days, svith' all high 
offidals in NUmberg attending the Party Day, we drove away 
about IT o’cloclt for Magdeburg en route to Holland. It •was a 
delightful day: At Magdeburg we stopped long enough to see 
the famous cathedral where Otto I lies buried, a monument to 
his Negro servant standing near his impressive tomb. Magde- 
burg svas the place where Martin Luther first went to school. 
.From Magdeburg we drove along the wonderful German 
autobahn; a road for cars alone, but eventually for war purposes 
too, towards Hanover.'"Hanover is one vast farm area tvith 
fertile Wlls and valleys! wheat, potatoes, beets everyivhere 
haia’estcd or ready to ,bc harwsted. Nowhere did I see any 
signs of erosion Idthough the land has been cultivated a thousand 
years. 
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September ii. Fridc^. About' s«ty miles east of the Rhine, 
we were halted today on a lonely road by a road barrier and a 
military man. He' said soldiers wefe conducting secret attack 
and defence mano:uvrc3 on the road_ ahead and nobody was 
allowed to see the performance He ordered us to turn back 
towards the Rhine. I^aid we were hound for Rothenberg where 
we hoped to be about noon. He said '"No” again, but when our 

• driver showed him our credentials and curtly said we were 
“dienstlichc unterwegs’* (on official mission), he yielded rather 
reluctantly. Our chauffeur believed that the officer mistook me 
for a general due to arrive from Berlin to supervise the army 
show. 

* during the next hour we saw army trucks, machine gunstind 
many soldiers. We got c^aught in a line of tanks and %vere 
unable to move along, all the time fearing that at any moment 
the manoeuvres would begin. In the last village we passed 
through, the officers had to remove an entanglem»t of barbed 
Vire thrown across the road. I was” very nervous and felt we 
were in the wrong place. Other officers stopped us twice and 
questioned us angrily, but let us go on when they learned who 
we were and our destination. I was afraid the officer who Jet us 
in first would be arrested. I am sUlJ a little fearful that some 
sensation may come of it. 

September is. Saturday, As we returned from our week of 
travel about Holland, Belgium and south Germany ^t'e picked 
up Leipzig and Berlin papers filled wlh articles"about Hitler’s, 
Goebbels’ and Rosenberg’s denunciations of Communists, 
“dominated evcryivhere,” they said, “by.^vickcd Jen'S who 
intend to rule the world.” It is amazing ivhat these men have 
said and how they seem to think Germany and Ital)’ must force 
all peoples to join them in overth«Mving die Russian system, as 
if one country had the right to dictate to others «hat sort of 
government they may have. 

At the same time that Hitler talks virulently about demo* 
cracy. President Roose\'cIi^addrtsses an intcmaUonal con- 
ference in Wellington giving some of the basic causes of exist- 
ing troubles in our world. How little good American attitudes 
can do! Hitler knovs's all peoples arc horribly afraid of another 



AUGUST 7 , 1936 TO DECEMBER 25, 357 

war and yet he challenges and insults all peoples \s'ho do not 
submit to arbitrary governments. He thinl^ he can rule all of 
central Europe, as Napoleon tried to do, .because everybody is 
afraid he will go to war. • 

September 16. Wednesde^. In view of the needs of our govern- 
ment to know whether multitudinous newspaper reports as 
to German conditions arc correct, I asked yesterday to see . 
Dicckhoff. 1 was hopeful he might talk more frankly than his 
chief, Von Neurath. ' 

^Vhen I entered the waiting-room of the Foreign Office, the 
most conspicuous thing in the room svas a large portrait of 
Hitler on the table where guests or diplomats arc expected to 
sit while waiting a few minutes to be received. This Hitlcl' 
portrait is a new thing in the Foreign OfBce. When I entered 
DieckhofTs office, I saw another large portrait of Hitler on his 
desk by which we were to sit a half hour. I wondered whether 
the same portrait is in Von Neurath’s office. When I came to 
Berlin the offidals in this department of the government were 
all friendljr to democratic institutions and resentful that in- 
nocent Jews were being so roughly treated. Tlicy even expected 
to be dismissed by Hitler because they were not all 'Party 
members. Now all seems different. 

Dieckhoff defended all Hitler had said against other coun- 
tries, but said he did not mean to compel the Russian Ambas- 
sador to leave the country, as we had heard from reliable 
source. When 1 asked him about German relations with Sp'mn' 
he said, “Germany is strictly neutral,” but he at once justified 
Portugal’s refusal to be neutral on the ground that the demo- 
cratic government of Spain intends to annex Portugal. I told 
him I did not believe that. He insisted, and argued 'for the 
Franco army coup in Spain, even approving Italy’s aid to the 
army revolt. All that Dieckhoff said shelved that he hopes for 
a Fascist government in Spain. That is Hitler’s demand, and I 
' believe Germany is sending md through Portugal. One day I 
think we shall learn that Hitler and Mussolini have advised 
Portugal to take tliis position. 

, ^Yhen I asked DiccUioff about the Locarno conference, pos- 
sibly a'\vorld peace agreement, he at once said; Yes, we’ shall 
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agree to participate, but not if Russia is allowed'to be there 
I said this would keep Trance from entenng the conference, 
cspeciallj' if Germany demanded the abandonment of tlic 
Tranco-Russian peace pact ofiast year He replied “We can 
have nothing to do ivi^ Russian Commumsts “ 

I said I agridc the Commumsts have been very foolish m 
sending propaganda all over the world, but your government 
does the same thing Why do you complain^ He replied at 
once “Wc send propaganda only to German subjects in other 
countnes We have a right to consider (hem our own people 
I did not tell him ivhat I knciv to the contrary in the United 
States, Swtzerland and other countries 1 once replied, at a 
dinner, to his remark that Germany must control the Danube 
countnes Well, we have millions -of citizens of the Umted 
States in Canada, or sons and daughters of Citizens ^Vhy should 
wc not demand control of Canada^ Yet not a single prominent 
American leader since Champ Clark has made a speech asking 
the annexation of Canada I thought of that coovVsation today 
and I think Dieckhoff did, too Nearly all Germans, Nazis and 
anti-Nazis, regard Germans all over the world, especially in 
Holland, Switzerland and the Balkan zone, as their own peopid 
and hope to annex them, even if they must go to ivar 

From the Foreign Office I went to Unter den Linden in jny 
car There I left my car and walked to the Russian Embassy, 
in order not to be watched by Germans I saw the Ambassador 
only n short time He said he did not expect to be withdrawn 
because of Hitler’s wild attacks “These attacks are really aimed 
at forcing France to denounce her treaty ivith us My govern 
ment has not even asked me to make a protest Hitler expects 
to force England and France to join Germany and Italy m 
isolating the Soviet Union ” I am much of the same opinion, 
and think Hitler intends to annex the Baltic states that were 
formerly parts of Russia, Lithuania, Latvia and Esthonia, the 
first time there is a break anywhere, cspeaally if France and 
England agree to have the treaty between Russia and France 
abandoned 

From the Russian Embassy I walked to see the British 
Charge d’Affaires He said England ivouJd not yield to Hitler’s 
demands about Russia, she ivould insist on a Locarno con- 
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fercnce and'cnce more urge reduction and control of arma- 
ments. I can see no prospect of success so long as Hitler remains 
the dictator of Germany and hopes to be dictator of Europe. 

September 26. Saturday. It is ten days since %ve summarized 
atUtudes here and ^vired them to Washington.. Since then, the 
Germans have been conducting great army manoeuvres. Hitler 
has participated in these operations as commandcr-in-chief first _ 
of one side, then of the other. The poor German people are ’ 
engaged as never before in drilling, marching, rifle practice, 
flying and bombing. All Europe is watching with the gravest 
anxiety. 

Today the Minister from the Netherlands said to me: “We 
are all sure that Germany intends to annex our country in due 
time, also Switzerland and other countries where people of the 
medieval German race lived or left descendants.” I told him 
of a recent report that Germany means to get colonics in the 
Ear East, repeating what Dr. Schacht said about Dutch New 
Guinea last spring. The Minister had heard similar reports, 
,but he said : I‘We arc anrung in our Far Eastern possessions as 
never before. However, our people, like the English, refuse to 
allow universal service and will not prepare for war until one 
actually brealcs out. They arc so opposed to war.” 

He ^vas both anxious and pessimistic as he went a%vay, saying : 
“Unless your country and England and France and Russia 
work together for world peace there is no svay to avoid a world 
war.” He added that all democratic countries in Europe would 
unite behind such a front if it were formed, even Sweden \tfhere 
Von Ncurath said, two years ago, that the Nazis tvould gain 
control in three years. But Sweden in spite of all Nazi propa- ’ 
ganda held an election a few days ago and not one Nazi won a 
scat in the legislature. - ‘ 

Septmher 28. Monday. This afternoon Consul-General 
Jenkins came to tell me the story of the trial of an American 
La^vrence Simpson, before a special Hitler People’s Ck)urt for 
treason cases, of which there arc so many. In April I 

tWnk, Simpson was caught on the American ship Manhattak 
with Communist pamphlets in his possession. The police took 
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' lum at once to a local court in^amburg and he was promptly 
sent to prison. In July he tvas sent 'to a prison in Berlin or near 
by. Tljc Consul had reported the case to the State Department 
and had made a protcst‘to German authorities against his im- 
prisonment svithout trial/ The German officials declared there 
svere some seventy Germans co-operating ^vith Simpson and 
hence the delay. So nothing could be done. 

Now, September a8, 1936, the man was tried with one Ger- 
man co-worker. Simpson confesed himself guilty of aU that 
was charged and he was ordered to prison for sixteen months 
more, having been in jail fourteen months already. The Ger-. 
man-Araerican treaty of 1924 does not contain a clause that 
could be applied in Simpson’s behalf. So the Consul-General 
could do nothing though he had tried several times to get some 
consideration from the German authorities. > 

The Consul-General repeated the story that Simpson had 
refused to accept $t,ooo brought to lum from New Ybrl to 
enable him to employ a German latvyer to defend him. Many 
stories of the man’s arrest and maltreatment by the Germans 
were printed in American papers. 

October s, Friday. During October and November, 1935. 
Mussolini was in a dangerous position at home and venturing 
upon a war in Ethiopia at great cost. The Italian Ambassador 
and his wife, in my judgment, thought be would fail and that 
a better system might follow in poor Italy. But the blunders 
of France and England gave him victory. Hitler came closer 
to the victorious Italian dictator from December, J 035 ’ 
March, 1936, and Mussolini rcciprxjcatcd. Now both are aiffing 
Franco to become the dictator of Spain, both having sent arms, 
airplanes and men to assist the reb^ there. So the Ambassador 
marches today alongside German officiak, receiving the salutes 
of the Hitler army and returning the Nazi salute. 

Rust and Ley spoke on Monday evening before an immense 
audience, perhaps ordered to attend, azuiouncing that young 
people arc hereafter to spend seven montlis of each year in 
school, and twelve years, instead of tliirtccn, in getting their 
education. This reveak again the new German idea that parents 
have no say as to their children’s upbringing, it becoming a 
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government matter. After' fourteen, children must drill and 
prepare for vvat during five months, not every day to be sure, 
of each year. And at eighteen both boys and girls are subject 
to service one way or another for war labour camps. 

October 5. Monday, .The debt situation here seems to me 
.almost impossible to manage even for so cleva a fin^cier as- 
Br. Schacht. The public debt is i8 million marks, butthere is 
now a secret debt of 25 billion marks. Arms and army expendi- 
ture is counted by the English authorities to be £800,000,000, 
the equivalent of 4 billion dollars or 12 billion marks a year. I 
can hardly accept the English estimate, but war activities here 
surpass anything ever known. 

• The German Government seems willing to risk everything in 
order to compel England to restore her pre-war colonies. There 
is much discussion here of a proposed Locarno conference as a 
means of restoring the colonies, but the people of all races in 
South Africa demand the right to vole what they will do, and 
' perman attacks on all races but Aryans and denunciations of 
democracies are indulged in regularly. The result has been 
hostile attitudes among all colonial peoples, especially the blacks 
of Mrica. 1 can see no prospect of Nazi colonial success now. 
A %viscr disctission of tiungs nught have encouraged honest 
efforts on the part of England and France. 

October 10, Saturday. The Russian Ambassador called to see 
me this afternoon. Although he is exceedingly well informed 
he had nothing to add to my information. He talked about 
Russian aid to the Spaniards and about German-Italian, viola- 
tions of their proimses of strict neutrality. I did not doubt the 
truth of his charges. The Ambassador condemned th'e English 
attitude of refusing to act upon violations of the Non-Inter- 
vention Agreement, but he thought there was no real danger now 
of world war. I agreed as to this, but cannot see how univenal 
war activities, with enormous debts and certain unemployment 
a year or two lichc^ can have any other result than war. 

October 15. Thursday. I went to the Adlon Hotel this even- 
ing to^hcar what Rosenberg, the so-called philosopher of the 
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Hitler regime, might have to say about international rclatiom 
It >vas the third time I had gone to one of his bierabend affairs. 
On my right sat Meissner, private secretary to Von Hinden* 
burg until August, 1934, now secretary to Hitler. On my left 
sat Rosenberg ^vho directs the rearrangement of all education, 
espedally history, in German schools juid universities. On 
Rosenberg’s left was Sir Eric Phipps. Other diplomats and 
some navy officers sat opposite us. 

The conversation ^vas not revealing except that Meissner 
said to me that our former Ambassador here, Schurman ofNcw 
York,, was in Numberg for the grand Party Day. Schurman 
had announced in the press here that he would attend the con- 
gress, but since no reporter from the American papers saw mm 
there, I thought he had foreseen a little of what might be said 
and hence had not attended the meetings. Meissner said he 
talked several times with Schurman whom he admirra very 
much. 

Rosenberg spoke more than half an hour denouncing once 
more the Communist system and suggesting that all Western 
civilization is in danger. He did not attack democracies. Th®^ 
^vas a very large audience, including many representatives of 
democratic countries. Perhaps be considered it ^vise for once to 
leave some countries alone. There was at the close some pre- 
tence of international co-operation, though Nazi Germany can 
co-operate perhaps only with the hated Italians. 

October 18. Sunday. As Martha is leaving for the United 
Stat& on Tuesday, Prince Louis Ferdinand, the hopeful pre- 
tender to the throne, came to bid her farewell and send greet- 
ings to some friends in America. As Hitler says his regime 'vill 
continue a thousand years, I do not see how the HohenzoUerns 
can e:^ect to be restored to power. 

October 15. Monday. iunebed today wth Sir Eric Phipps 
and, a little to my surprise, Rosenberg was'an honour guest, 
the same Rosenberg who was compelled 'in'*' to Jea%'e 
England ^vhere he had been doing propaganda ^vork, Meissner 
was also present. There was a large company, diplomats and 
journalists, some quite clever ones. I had a brief confidential 
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tdk with Sir Eric about j)ossiblc co-opcration of democratic 
countries in financial and wmmercial matters. 

October 20. Tuesday. A fc^v days ago^, a New York lawyer 
representing a score of clmmants against Germany for dcstruc- 
don of their property before the United States entered the 
World War came to see me to ask if I could help him put his 
cirims before the government. There is no doubt that hundreds 
of imllions of dollars of American property were destroyed by 
German sabotage in the United States or seized by the German 
Government in Germany. A commission representing both 
countrie worked for years on the subject and decided that many 
nrillions must be repaid. The commission ceased its work in 
*930. The lawyer wished to get some payments for his clients 
out of the''S20,ooo,ooo which Germany has placed in the United 
States Treasury — ^pahaps a tenth of what had been destroyed. 

I ^vi^ed Washington to know whether I should open the 
question wth the German authorities. The reply ^vas : Do or 
say nothing. But the la^s7cr went to sec Von Ncurath and 
odiers in high positions here. He got no promises, but somehow 
he formediOn impression that something might be done. So 
today Captain von T*feffcr, represendng General Goering %vho 
was \vilUng to pay some of these claims if the United States 
would sell cotton or copper to Germany on credit, offered a 
formal document against the la\vycr*s claims in all ceremony. 
He tvas in a Nazi uniform and he had a lieutenant with him, 
the dimity of lus position being thus maintained. I let him 
read his document and accepted with formal thanks. ’ ' ‘ 

These men were hardly out of the building before the latvyer • 
came in again to report his difficulties. 1 could not do anything 
I asked him, however : Why did the Standard Oil Company of 
New York send Si, 000, 000 over here in December, 1933, to 
jud the Germans in making gasoline from soft coal for war 
emergencies? Wiy do the International Harvester people con- 
tinue to manufacture in Germany when their company pets 
nothing out of the country and when it has failed to collect its 
^va^ losses? He saw my pmm and agreed that it looked foolish 
and that it only means greater losses if another war breaks 
loose. 



364 AUGUST 7, 1956 TO DECEMBER 25, I936 , 

October 25. Sunday. Professor and Frau M. had just tc- 
turned from a two weeks’ visit to their daughter ^vhose husband 
lives outside of Germany. They lived at the expense of thcjr 
daughter, they said, because they were not allowed to take any 
money of their o^vn with* them. ^ „ 

Herr and Frau M. began to talk freely about the "sad pHght 
of German universities and schools. He said the German 
people have been trained so long to be submissive and their 
national psychology is such that the present dictator can do 
anything he wshes. They all submit, though they are much 
opposed to what they have to submit to. He said all univ^ities 
are now just about ruined as far as their departments of histo^j 
philosophy, economics and political science are concerned 
He said university subjects are prescribed by incompetent Party 
men, and students are instructed to be spies on their teachers 
If a student reports anything that does not please the^ Propa- 
ganda Ministry, a professor is dismissed. No reason is given 
for the disnussal. Nothing can be done to change the situation. 

The professor is retired on his pension or part-pension and 
can never teach, lecture or write again except from a Nazi point 
of view. To write a true account of existing conditions is so 
dangerous that one dare not do so, even if kept in handwritten 
form. He added that what has happened to universities is being 
applied to all seboob, and that no one can be a teacher unless 
he is a Party member. 

"Our civilization is being destroyed. If things go on 
years more as they have during the last three years, we shah 
not' recover. We arc on our way directly to slavery and bar- 
barism ” I remained more than an hour Ustening to the pro- 
lessor’s description of his unhappy countrymen Soon afrer we 
began talking, Frau M put a heavy blanket over her telephone 
to avoid danger to her husband. 

October sS Monday] Ah last week Count Ciano, son-in-law 
of Mussolini, was here. Such demonstrations from day to day I 
The idea of Mussolini is to persuade Germany to give the Avorld 
evidence that she would support Italy in her demands that 
England recognize her conquest of Etliiopia and then England 
would gradually give up her control of the Mediterranean and 



AUGUST 7 , I93C TO DECEMBER 25, 3^5 

share the control of the Suez Canal with Italy, Ncurath 
had told roe a week before that Hitler Nvould not join another 
conference of European po^vcrs unless England agreed to Italy’s 
demands. Unhappy as Von Ncurath indicated hirosclf to be 
wheni came here in t933j and also in 1934, he is nowacoropletc 
tool of Hitler. 

■ The demonstrations \vent on until the 26th when Giano saw 
Hitler in Munich. What they said no one seems to knotv, but 
I am fairly sure Hitler asked Mussolini to keep his hands off 
Austria, and not to interfere when his propaganda leads m her 
annexation. Two Caesars cannot easily agree as to the division 
of Europe betrveen them. 

October 31. Saturday. This is Luther’s Day, but there is not 
a word about it in the papers. When I was a student in Leipzig, 
the Germans treated Luther’s Day much as Americans cele- 
brate July 4. Now, Luther is not mentioned. There has been 
instead a t^ee-day celebration of Goebbels* success in Berlin 
ten years ago. Goering made an address in which he challenged 
the outside po\vcr5 and called on all Germans to decrease their 
butter and meat consumption in order to add to the number of 
cannon Germany is maiing. On the last night Hitler rushed 
into thc,great palace to thank Goebbels for his "splendid work." 

dt/’ovember p. Afondaj>. Nothing of importance for a week. 
Goering made what was supposed to be an appeal to the Ger- 
man people to co-operate in the Hitler Four-Year Plan.^He 
warned Germans that a food shortage might give some trouble. 
Germans must tighten their belts so as to save money for re- 
armament. He attacked England shamelessly, although Lord 
Londonderry was present as a guest. He said England had 
stolen German colonics and robbed Germany of her gold. Lord 
liondonderry is reported not to have imderstood tvhat was 
said. He was conspicuous at Goering’s rccepUon the nejtt 
day. 

According to reports, on January 30, 1937, all German states, 
Prussia, Saxony, Bavaria and the rest, are to cease to exist So 
long as Von Hindenburg Uved, tlrn ^vas not allo^ved although 
HiUer announced the policy in 1934. It b an unprecedented 
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move to abolish such histone stales as Bavana or^Saxony datic? 
back to the time of the Caesars Hitler, much as’pch&tcsfrsucc, 
IS imitating Napoleon I who abolished all French states. ^ 
Ernst Hanfitaengl, who is said to have sa\ cd Hitler’s hfc ^ 
1 923, IS now in Pans He 1$ a graduate of Harvard His mother 
vs^ a member of a famous Boston Back Bay family, the Sedg 
%vjcks, buthecame back to Bavana, whereheinhcnted ahand 
some estate He jomed the Hitler putsch business before 
and contnbuted handsomely to the Fuehrer Ini 933 he v'as ap- 
pomted head of a press bureau designed to propagandize Amcri 
can and foreign correspondents Before We came here he was 
counted an intimate of Hitler In March, 1934, he arranged a 
pnvatc interview with Hitler for me to make a protest for the 
President against propaganda in the UmtedStates Later Hani 
staengl went to the United Stales to attend an anniversary meet 

mg of his Harvard classmates Somehow Hitler came'to dishk® 
him, refused to see him any more, deprived him of his office and 
left him m a dangerous position 
A few days ago he went to Pans and gave out an interview'’ 
about Roosevelt’s rejection which may get him into trouble 
*• He Simply indicated his admiration of the country where he 
ivould like to hi c if he could take any of Jus property wth hun- 
I am wondenng a httle what will be said or done here when he 
returns He is supposed to be very clever I cannot quite say 
whether he is or is not 

_J>rovembeT J2 Thursday Yesterday we lunched with the 
Siviss Minister General von ScecLt, who was the head of the 
Reichswehr when Hitler seized control of the government in 
1933, and who was out of sympathy >vith the Nazis and 'vas 
dismissed, was there He went to China to show the Chinese 
how to tram an army How he is agsan here iwth some sort of 
position, not ‘SO critical of Nazism as formerly 
His wife today said ‘^Germany was very foohsh to allow the 
Polish Corridor to be estabhshed Wilson gas e die Poles access 
to the Baltic but we did not have to recognize it Nowwe have 
a ten year treaty ivith Poland, but we are going to take that part 
of Poland in spite of the treaty Danzig is not a free aty It is 
our aty ” This supports recent German attitudes which have 
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practically denied the League oFNations the right to help Dan- 
rig if attackcdJ^ It would not surprise ntc if Hitler made some 
challenge next January 30 in connection wth annexing Danzig. 

This afternoon Carl Albrecht, a cotton importer of Bremen, 
called to talk about the possibility of importing some cotton 
from the United States. I explained the attitude of Secretary 
Hull about lowering tariff barriers in ease Germany abolished 
subsidies .on goods shipped to the United States. He knew of 
the matter, having spoken to Mr. Pierson of the State Depart- 
ment last August. 

Then he talked about our new Consul at Bremen, reporting 
what the Consul had said of the Spanish medievalism which 
was beirvg corrected by the new government there last spring, 
Albrecht then said it was shameful that other powers shipped 
arms to the rebels of Spain and prolonged the terrible war. I 
referred fo the habit of arms manufacturers everytvhere to sell 
arms to warring countries, even to incite wars. 

He said: “Yes, last vdntcr when Italy was warring upon 
Ethiopia, the head of a long-established German munitions 
company came to me and asked a loan to help them sell Italy 
shiploads of arms, promising high interest. I ^vas disgusted and ^ 
of course refused, but I think they shipped arms all the same.’* 

I referred to English and American arms people who did the 
same, even when their governments were opposed. He replied 
that he was sure munitions makers of all industrial countries 
operate in tlus way and admitted that Germany and Italy are 
doing it for the rebels in Spain. 

November 15. Sunday. Three times in the last few days’ the 
Italian Ambassador here, who has avoided me since my return 
in early August, has approached me to find out what President 
Roosevelt means to do through the Latin-American conference 
in December in Buenos Aires. As I have had no specific instruc- 
tions I could not evm intimate anything more than the' general 
American peace attitude. , 

Yesterday the Ambassador from Argentina called, pro forma 
but at once began talking about the conference. He said :"Therc 
is great concern among Gennan officials about the American 
objectives.” Since he had been received by Hitier tivo days be- 
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fore and had not teen at the Foreign Office more than once, I 
felt that the Minister’s questions had been suggested by Nan 
officials who hesitate to ask me about such matters. They kno''^ 
I am a Democrat and the recent overwhelming vote for 
velt \vhom they had hoped to see defeated, is really disturbing 
to them. . 

The Argentine Minister said, further, that Paul Scheffer of 
the Berliner Tageblati, who had been visiting Latin-Amtrican 
reprcsentativ'cs here, spent an hour with him. Scheffer had 
represented the Foreign Office, he thought, and perhaps the 
Propaganda Ministry. He mdciaed the whole American pro- 
gramme in Latin America, said it was a renewal of the Monroe 
Doctrine in its former aggressive shape and that Roosevelt 
no right to influence South American policy. This talk irritated 
my Argeptine friend who said he was wholly in sympathy wtn 
the President’s peace and commercial attitudes. I have been 
watchful of this Scheffer who was a Social Democrat a fe«' 
yean ago, ‘was several years in tljc United States as corr^ 
spondent for the German free press and is now a good Nazi- 

The real fear here and in Rome is that the President may 
organize all American peoples against Fascist Europe and even 
boycott any power that starts another war. 

The Hider vvay of doing things is revealed in the Berlin 
press today. He decreed last evening that all German rivers, 
especially the Rhine, Elbe and Oder, are no longer under any 
jurisdiction of the L«guc of Nations. Hider must have know^ 
that Bismarck negotiated a treaty in 1886 under which Dutch, 
Bel^an and S>viss ships might cany cargoes up and down the 
Rhine. Tlien the Versailles Treaty stipulated that Switzerland, 
Czechoslovakia and Poland might export goods through the 
Rhine, Elbe and Oder. These countries need sucli access to the 
sea. Since Hitler announces that none of these peoples arc to be 
deprived of these privileges, actually benefidal to Germany, 
why could he not have the Foreign Office call a conference 
with the League. members and amve at a general agreement? 
But the Fuclircr thinks of himself as the sitoreme^power and 
so announces a violation of treaties simply upon hii own 
authority. It may ple.asc the Germans but it is not a politic way 
to do things. I look for England and France to denounce this 
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sort^of practice tomorrow. But they can do nothing. Next 
January 30, I ^suspect Hitler will announce his seizure of 
Danzig, ‘'his own city,” 

J{ovmheT j 5 . Wednesday. A day or two ago reports here • 
revealed Hitler’s anxiety lest the rebels of Spain be defeated 
by the legal government. Our Consul-General in Hamburg 
tvrote us on Monday that he had been informed that three 
ships loaded \vith arms had been sent from Hamburg recently. 
The situation in Madrid must be disappointing to Hitler and 
Mussolini who, I’m sure, will do their best to establish a third 
dictatorsHp around France- 

A few days ago about Uventy German residents in Moscow 
were imprisoned as conspirators against the government there. 
This might have been expected as a reply to the, repeated 
attacks of Hitler, Gocring and Gocbbels. The German Foreign 
Office protested, but the Russian Ambassador protesfed also 
because the Germans had arrested Communists m Germany 
without proof of anything in the nature of conspiracy. But 
what can Commurusm and Nazism do to each other %vithout 
crossing Boland? That would incite Poles, Czechs, French and 
even Rumanians to attack Germany. 

Today Germany and Italy recognized Franco as the head 
of the Spanish people, which he ccrtiunly is not. This will prob- 
ably mean French, English, American and other democratic 
refusals to recognize him. WWle this goes on, Roosevelt is on 
ius way to South America where he will try to form a solid 
front of both Americas against European economic aggression. 
Will he succeed? Latin Americans are none too democratic. 
The Argentine Minister is Fasast in mentality. 

J^ovember 22. Sunday. Yesterday the German Government 
announced that they were sending a general to Spain as Charge 
d’ Affaires to the insurgent leader Franco who has been attacking 
Madrid, svithout success, for three weeks. This Franco had 
announced the blockading of Barcelona and had received pro- 
tests, not publicly, from England and France, their ships being 
in Spanish harbours. Today our Consul in Bremen who spent 
several years in hladrid called and reported from friends of 
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his in Spain that Franco had become so unpopular that sacral 
to^vns he had taken in August have rcvoltecj and he is 
weak to hold tlicm. This confirms other stories I havx heard 
about Spanisii resentment at bringing thS Moors into tl»c coua* 
try to help the insurgents. The weakening position of Franco 
seems, therefore, to have been the cause of the Gcrman- 
Italian announcement of their recognition a finv days ago an 
of the Germans sending a genera! named Faupcl to heip 
Franco. 

In the Embassy office last evening, a cable came 
Madrid, signed by WendcHn, our Charge d'Affaires there. He 
quoted a wcll-knowm German business man in Madrid assaying 
that Germans could not communicate home by svirc 5’’ 
phone and that they were in grave danger of being kilied 
Spanish Government supporters. Wendeb'n asked me ^ 
his telegram tolhe German Foreign Office which I did 
8 o’clo^. We then wired Madrid that we had done so, but had 
no assurances as to any aid to Germans in Spain. Of course 
Germany could not do anything, having recognized Franco 
as the government. 

"This 'novs from Madrid was quite troublesome. It lookw 
likq a further German-Italian step to\vards war. Over the radio 
came the new a little later that England had sent a comnus- 
slon by airplane to Spain to sec just %vhat the situation is. France 
was reported yesterday to have allowed a regiment of t^P* 
to slip into Spain on the government’s side. Mussolini is n- 
ported to have furnished Franco with war vessels under Spa^ 
rebel flags to help blockade ports. How far can this go with- 
out actual conflict? Am Z to be caught here in another 
pean war? When such foHy rule European governments, it i* 
hard for me to venture to represent our government. 

This noon we lunched %vith a wealthy American-Gennan 
family. TheTiusband said to me : ”My foreign market has been 
sacrificed, but I am very busy making supplies for the German 
^army. When arming is completed I shall have to close my 
plant and dismiss my workers.** I said ; That is going to be em- 
barrassing. He said, ‘*Yes, but our system allows nothing else.” 
He did not go further, but I ^vaa sure he was not really resentful 
of economic nationalism with war as its objective. - 
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25, Wednesday, I was asked tliis morning to call 
at the Gcrmarf Foreign Office. I took Mr. ^Iaycr wth 
a ■witness to what might be said. We went into Von Neurath s 
office at 1 o’clock and’I remarked sarcastically : I am glad you 
have time to sec me (having in mind the way he and Schurman 
delayed my interview some two months ago). The Secretary 
dearly caught my meaning. 

Before we took our seats, Von Ncurath handed me a copy 
of a treatybetween Germany andjapan which 1 had anticipated 
and had predicted to be in preparation about two years ago. I 
read a paragraph or two and saidi I hope this is aimed to 
■prevent war. He replied t “Yes, that is the meaning, but it is 
directed against the Russian Comintern.** I said t You are try- 
ing to put an end to propaganda. He said: “Yes.” More than 
once he and Dr. Schacht have said to me that they greatly 
disliked propaganda. Of course they dislike any but their own. 

^Ve left the Secretary in five minutes and met other ambas- 
sadors as we came away from the office. All the world is to be 
notified through the press this afternoon of the agreement 
between Germany, Italy and Japan (the Anti-Comintern Pact) 
designed to check Communist activity outside Russia nnd also- 
to frighten England and France once more. But my guess is • 
that tlus treaty, which surely has secret clauses, contains also a 
military alliance of these powers against any other power that 
may deny them the right to annex other areas or countries; 
especially a promise to attack Russia in case Russia and Japan 
go to war in the Far East. _ 

J^ovember 27. Friday, The German press has called upon 
the people to rejoice at the treaty published yesterday. It is 
curious that Von Ribbentrop, German Ambassador to London 
and not very welcome there, came by air to Berlin to sign this 
treaty and that on 'Ncurath, the Secretary of State, did not 
sign it, nor did Hitler. I suspect the Secretary did not wish to 
sign it, also that Von Ribbentrop had worked on the matter 
long before he was sent to London. It is Rider’s way ofpopu- 
lariring ,Von Ribbentrop who is not liked or respected very 
much here. 

The Italian pres announces today that Italy ivill enter the 



/ 

372 AUGUST 7 , 1936 TO DECEMBER 25, 1936 

Gcrman-Japancsc pact against Communism Tiic English and 
the French press attack this so caHcd “cultural pact between 
great intellectual peoples ” Having preached for years against 
all races except Aryans, the Germans now accept the yellmv 
race of the Far East as their equals \VIiat would the old KaiscTi 
now at Doom, say if he were free to speak? For so many years, 
he warned all Western peoples to have nothing to do with 
yellow or black races, in spite of die fact tliat he had an alliance 
with the Turks when the World War began • * 

I/'ovembeT sg Sunday Miss Signd Schultz of the Chicago 
Tnburu said today she had talked with the German press 
people yesterday and they were angered at Roosevelt’s Rio de 
Janeiro speech because he talked about democracies and peace 
so frankly I had read liis address as reported in our radio 
bulletin It did not attack dictatorships but it made very clear 
statements against the methods of such powers He implied that 
all democratic peoples must unite against aggressors svho take 
other people’s temtory That is what imtated the German 
journalists Not one neivspapcr yesterday or today referred to 
the President’s address 

December 4 Friday Today I received a report of a teachers’ 
convenuon held near Fran^urt The government speaker was 
quoted as saying “Only one religion is fit for the German 
people and Ihis is the Deutsche Christen It is time for us to 
take care that a Jew bastard out of the House of David is not 
forced upon the German people as God Any teacher ^vho still 
talks to his pupils about a life in heaven is not fit to educate 
German youth ’’ 

The quotation above shows the drift of Nazi superstition 
This IS only another repetition of Von Schirach’s former 
speeches and it is practically the same thing as Rosenberg’s 
famous book on tlie Mj>th of the Twentieth Centuiy, which has 
sold 500,000 copies in Germamy Rosenberg, cunous as bis 
reasoning is, stands closer to Hitler than ever 

December 5 Saturday Today I saw Dr DieckhoiT in the 
Foreign Office I indicated to him the general fear of war on 
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the part of foreign correspondents as well as many Germans. 
Dicckhoff pretended at fint that ^cre was really no fear of 
this in Germany. I could not agree. He then gave me a chance 
to ask for the truth of English newspaper reports that 5,000 - 
German soldiers Had been seen landing in Cadiz to help the 
Fascist Franco take Madrid. He acknoNvledged the truth of this 
but said they were volunteers to help defeat the Russian Com- 
munists fighting for the Spanish Government. He agreed that 
the Italians were doing even more and that a general Euro- 
pean war was quite possible if the struggle went on. My guess 
is that next spring will be the dangerous moment. 

IVhen I asked Dicckhoff if Germany would like to see Musso- 
lini repeat Julius Caesar’s performances in Spain and France, 
he indicated a dislike of Mussolini, saying that Ciano had 
pressed for recognition of Franco some weeks ago and that 
Hitler had agreed. I asked whether Germany were really satis- 
fied with this. He did not say no, but he at once reminded me 
of the German suggestion of last August that no volunteers of 
any country should be allowed to go into Spain on either side. 

If this had been agreed to by the various powers represented 
in the London Non-Intervention Commission, then armies and'- 
mrplanes might have been kept out. I know neither Italy nor 
Germany would keep any such agreement. He stud Russia would 
not have kept the agreement. 1 replied that Russia would have 
kept out if the others had made perfectly clear they would do 
so. However, I said, Fasdst propaganda had been going on in 
Spmn a long time. He did not deny it. 

Then he told me that the French and English Ambassadors 
here had been with Von Ncurath this morning to say that 
France and England repeated their demand, made after the 
Friday conference in London, to Germany and Italy that these 
countries agree to send no more troops into Spain if Russia 
and France did the same. I asked him if Germ^y would 
accept. He smd the Fordgn Oftice agreed to the proposition 
but he could not guess \vliat Hitler would do. I remarked : You 
know Mussolini has taken the islands in the Mediterranean 
that belonged to Spain and that he intends to control Spaid ‘ 
He ^vill not accept the Frcnch-English demand. Will Germany 
support Italy in this? He did not answer, but I could not 
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avoid the feeling that the Foreign Office officials were some* 
what nervous about Hitler’s intervention in Spain. 

I then asked DieckhofT what Germany would say if the 
Pan-American Coilference, now in session in Buenos Aires, 
asked for a world peace conference. He indicated his approval 
and even thought Hitler might agree in case President Roos^ 
velt called such a conference. The press here has shosvn opposi- 
tion to the Buenos Aires conierence, especially to the President s 
speeches there and at Rio de Janeiro, in both of which be 
pointed to the dangerous results of unwise dictatorships assum; 
ing the right to conquer other nations. As I have heard Diec^- 
hoff say more than once that Germany must control the whole 
Danube zone, I felt that Roosevelt’s peace addresses must have 
bothered him a bit. But he insisted that Roosevelt’s appeals for 
peace, if they turned into a call for a world conference, u'ould 
interest Germany and perhaps bring Hitler into co-operation. 
My thought was that Hitler will listen only if all democratic 
countries including Russia were united against him, and if Japan 
agreed also. This I fear is impossible and so the United States, 
England and France will be only hope of saving the world 
rrom another war. Even that will nof succeed if Germany and 
Italy do not go banknyit and have serious shortages of food- 
stuffs. 

December g. Wednesday. Yesterday a Foreign Office offirial, 
talking to Counsellor Mayer, indicated more uneasiness ab^t 
war than Dicckhoff showed when I saw him on the ^ 
reported confidentially, however, that Germany had compUM 
with the British-Frcnch demand (in my mind deceptively). 
Germany will keep all troops and airplanes out of Spain, Ji 
Russia and France will do the same. He made no comment 
as to Italy’s aid to Franco. I do not believe Mussolim' 'wU eva 
agree to the demand of the Non-Intervention Commission in 
London. The German offidal said further, “Germany ^vas not 
^vilUng to leave the decision of the Spanish people.” That is 
the 5fussoiYm-Hi*iicr uYctator fdca. They %vill controf Spain. 

- 1 have official reports from different parts of Germany on 
the subject of general education. All teachers, with one or two 
exceptions in the Catholic states^ ujiist serve several sveeks each 
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year in camps ^vlicre Party leaders tell them what to teach. 
German school children oncc'or tsvice each week through the 
year must meet political leaders toTleam the great and sacred 
duty of Germany and to imitate and follow the Fuclirer. The 
young folk everywhere must hcil Hitler and show great en- 
thusiasm about the German empire and their duty to die for 
it at any time. 

Boys of ten to fourteen years arc organized as Deutsche 
Jungvolk. They wear small knives at their side. The girls of 
the same age are organized, and even march in military forma- 
tion, as die JimgmSdel. They wear uniforms according to in- 
structions. The boys from fourteen to eighteen arc called Hitler 
Jugend and wear daggers ready for stabbing an enemy. They 
drill and march in the streets and enter the army when called 
up at seventeen or eighteen. The girls of the same age are 
called B\md Deutsche Model and arc urged to marry early, 
hear manjr children and ask no questions. 

All these youths are taught “true interpretations of heroic 
German lustory.” Nobody is allowed to teach the facts about 
critical periods when leaders made blunders. All professors in 
high schools and univeniues under fifty years of age must be 
in labour camps for four weeks each year to learn political, race 
and religious theory as interpreted by 'true prophets like Dr. 
Alfred Rosenberg. Sometimes men with families arc excused 
and sometimes professors actually refuse to conform. They are 
left alone for a while to ponder their misdemeanours. If they 
do not subimt, gradually they arc sent to less desirable positions 
or dismissed. In all the umversities on which we have reports, 
great changes in lustory, plulosophy, social and polirical sdence 
have been made. Leipzig is perhaps the most completely re- 
organized to meet Nari purposes. 

The reports show some resistance in different regions. It 
seems not to be successful. A professor at Berlin has recently 
been ordered to Jena because he had not surrendered. Strangely 
enough, his students insist on going there too. This is a picture 
of intellectual Germany. 

December 13. Stmdaj. A great highway system is now being 
constructed and extended all over Germany in the hope of 
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being aWc in the shortest possible time to carry German armies 
to her frontiers. Dr. Todt, whom I know well and who I thioi 
is not a convinced Nazi, is supervising this expensive building' 
No cross roads arc permitted on these great autobahns, or 
through highivays. Dr. Todt says cars and trucks can travel 
just as fast as rubber tyres will permit, perhaps too miles an 
hour. The roads all begin in Berlin and go directly to Ironti^' 
One I have seen in East Prussia, another in Hanover leading 
towards the Dutch border. They do not go through any big 
towns or cities, but go dose enough for regiments to get to 
them in a few minutes. 

Yesterday I saw a clipping from the front page of a Wash- 
ington paper attacking me violently as a complete failure hem 
and pretending that the President is of the same opinion. This 
is news to me. The man ivho wrote the article on the forci^ 
service situation pretends that the Department has given him 
the information. His name is Drew Pearson. I have never met 
him when in Washington. . * 

The story asserts that the President and the Departm^^ 
arc planning to have Ambassador Bullitt sent here to deal with 
the Nazis because he favours their policies. Bullitt has a curious 
history. He went to Russia for Wilson in 1919. He made cer- 
tain recommendations on his return to Paris during the Peace 
Conference. Wilson could not get consideration of his Russian 
propositions, mostly because the English had forbidden Uoyd 
George to agree. Clemcnccau would not think of avowing the 
Russian delegates to come to Paris. This led Bullitt to think 
Wilson had refused to consider his scheme, and in August or 
September, igig, Bullitt attacked Wilson before the Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations in a way unprecedented m 
American history. 

He was sent to Russia early in 1934 as Ambassador, on the 
assumption that the Communists had agreed to pay certain 
‘ post-war debts and that they would then leave off their propa- 
ganda in the United States. Bullitt took a laijce staff and many 
consuls, in spite of the fact fliat little real work could Jie done 
m Russia until commercial treaties were negotiate’^.'' He also 
spent huge sums building an Embassy palace and ofEccs, said to 
be about 5 l, 000,000, not too much if carefully appli^. Not 
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havmg succeeded 'very wdl at the end of his first year, he 
became angry. Coming through Berlin in the spring or sum- 
mer of 1935, he reported to me that he was sure Japan would 
j attack eastern Russia wtlun she months and he expected that 
Japan would take all the Far Eastern end of Russia. 

At luncheon wth the French Ambassador, he repeated his 
hostile attitude and argued at length wth the French for the 
defeat of the Franco-Soviet peace pact then being negotiated, 
which the English Ambassador reported to me was the best 
possible guarantee of European peace. This attitude of Mr. 
Bullitt seemed to me to be out of his range because France 
and England might think the President was speaking through 
him. I fdt compelled to report the account as given me by 
the French Ambassador. Later, or about the same time, when 
the new Italian Ambassador came here directly from Moscow, 
we were told that Bullitt had become attracted to Fascism 
before leaving Moscow. I understood how disappointed he 
must have been at the failure of the Russians to keep their 
ptonuses made in V/oshington in 1934, but I could not see how 
an intelligent American could become a Fascist., Perhaps he 
was not. 

Last September, Mr. BuUitt was appointed Ambassador to 
Paris. He has made a good beginning there. But the story goes 
that he is on the reactionary side. The Washington newspaper 
story says he is in full sympathy with Nazi ideas. This is hard 
to believe. However, yesterday Monsieur Marcel Knccht, edi- 
tor and owner of Le Matin in Paris, came to see me, reporting 
that Bullitt, working for an alliance bettveen France and Ger- 
many, had requested him to see me and ask me to advise tlie 
President to lend a hand in this, Knecht convinced me that he 
is an able but very conservative man, perhaps a Fascist in 
Trance. 

A little while after Knccht left, a telegram from BulUtt 
urged me to sec and talk with Knecht. Does this mean that the 
Umted States is intermeddUng, or that Bullitt is moving, as in 
X935» 'vifliout official instructions'? No^v, one may really ask, 
is the ne^vspapc^ story true or half true? My position is diffi- 
cult, but under such critidsm I cannot resign, as I planned, 
next spring. To give up my work here under these circum- 
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having succeeded very wcU at the end of his first year, he 
became angry. Coming through Berlin in the spring or’sum- 
mer of 1935, he reported to me that he was sure Japan would 
attack eastern Russia within sk months and he expected that 
Japan would take all the Far Eastern end of Russia. 

At luncheon with the French Ambassador, he repeated his 
hostile attitude and argued at length with the French for the 
defeat of the Franco-Soviet peace pact then being negotiated, 
which the English Ambassador reported to me -was the best 
possible guarantee of European peace. This attitude of Mr. • 
Bullitt seemed to me to be out of his range because France 
and England might think the President was speaking through 
him. I felt compelled to report the account as given me by 
the French Ambassador. Later, or about the same time, when 
the new Italian Ambassador came here directly from Moscow, 
we were told that Bullitt had become attracted to Fascism 
before leaving Moscosv, I understood how disappointed he 
must have been at the failure of the Russians to keep their 
pronuses made in Washington in 1934, but I coxdd-not see how 
an intelligent American could become a Fascist._Pcrhap5 he 
was not. 

Last September, Mr, Bullitt was appointed Ambassador to 
Paris. He has made a good be^ning there. But the story goes 
that he is on the reactionary side. The Washington newspaper 
story says he is in full sympathy with Nazi ideas. This is hard 
to believe. However, yesterday Monsieur Marcel Knecht, e^. 
tor and otvner of Le Matin in Paris, came to see me, reporting 
that BuBiU, working for an alUance between France and Ger- 
many, had requested him to sec me and ask me to advise the 
President to lend a hand in this. Knecht convinced me that he 
is an able but very conservative man, perhaps a Fascist in 
France. 

A little while after Knecht left, a teltgram from Bullitt 
urged me to see and talk with Knecht. Does this mean that the ' 
United States is intermeddling, or that Bullitt is moving, as in 
I935> tvjtliout official instructions? Now, one may really ask 
is the newspaper story true or half true? My position is diffi: 
cult, but under such cridrism I cannot resign, as I planned 
ne-xt spring. To give up my work here under these circum- 
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stances would put me in a defensive and positively fake p<MJ* 
rion a{ home. ^ 

Dectmher i 6 . Wednesday, ITjc information we have bad, 
official and otherwise, reporting that Germany is .svilUng to 
cease sending troops to Spain, is of course untrue. \Vhcre\ er 1 
see a GOTnan official and the Italian Ambassador tlicy ^ 
in earnest, confidential conversation. Today at the ArgcnUne 
Legation it wm especially noticeable. When I meet the Ita^ 
now he speaks laconically and shows a positive hostility toivarw 
the United States. B^ore the Buenos Aires conference, he 
made several efforts to sound me out and pretended friend* 
ship. Now that Argentina is about to defeat Rooswclts 
general American peace plan under pressure from Britain, 
resumes his former indifferent attitude. While German official 
show a more friendly attitude, I notice evidence that Germ^y 
and Italy are committed to the defeat of the English proposition 
to have all countries keep their soldiers out of Spain. 

December iS. Friday, IVe lunched ivith Dr. Scliacht. Atn* 
bassadof Luther from Washington w.is present. Schacht pulled 
me to one side and stressed Uic German folly of arming to 
the last man. But in public he continues to refer to colonies as 
absolutely necessary for Germany, even at llie cost of svar. 
Notliing else >vas said of any significance, Lutlicr sa>ing nodi* 
ing at all tfiough he had been reported to have almost dc* 
nounced Roosevelt and his speeches in Brazil and A^entma. 
He had also spoken most bitterly about American limitation 
of credits to Germany. How he can complain when Germany 
has refused so long to pay her debts to American bankers and 
bond holders, I can hardly understand. Howcs'cr, Luther said 
nothing unfriendly (o me He ts due back in Washington 
. before Roosevelt’s second inauguration on Janu.iry 20. 

December S5. Friday. Tlie German situation continues most 
critical, roodstufls arc being regulated as in World War tifdcs 
and the poor people arc being warned daily that cannon arc 
more important now than butter. Tljey are scared, or supposed 
to be, so that all possible sacrifices can be made for armaments. 
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Even I, as a diploiAat, have to sign a document in order to^cl 
meat from a local grocer. Stores arc not allowed to sell to any- 
body not listed, and then only limited amounts daily or w eekly 
Although vve import most of our supplies tlirough Hamburg, 
we cannot always be sure we will be supplied, so we must 
register like the natives 

AVhat the German people think of all this one cannot be 
sure but there are frequent signs of impatience, even anger 
The real trouble with Hitler is that he has not yet got his vast 
armies into a condiUon which would guarantee success in case 
he undertook to do what the army officers coaxed tlie Kaiser 
mto trymg in 1914-1918 

Hitler agreed with Mussolini in October to recognize the 
Franco Fascists as the government of Spam Botli of tlicm have 
been sending troops, war planes and arms to Franco since early 
August, although both of tliem entered the British neutrality 
agreement about the same time, saying they would not send 
men and arms to Spam But, as ^rcady noted, they rccogmzed 
Franco when he vvas thought to be taking Madiad in early 
October Hitler sent General Faupcl, who had been a military 
propagandist m South America for several years, as his repre- 
sentative to Spain He was to direct military affairs for the 
Fascists and Nazis The people in Germany have not been per- 
mitted to know that 20,000 soldiers and technicians have been 


sent to Spam 

However, this week Faupcl returns to Berlm to tell the 
Fuehrer that Franco says he must have 60,000 German soldiers 
if he is to overthrow the government there The reports from 
the 'English press say that Italian troops are not being sent 
according to promises, and that England and Italy are getUng 
together Does that mean a lone German conquest of Spam^ 
If so, France will be m a dangerous posiUon In view of this 
danger France lets the English know tliat they plan to send 
100,000 soldiers into Spam to defeat the Germans 


This IS the present danger of 1936 -What wiU Hitler do’ 
It he is-dcfcattd m Sp-un his ptesuge s-nU MI trcmendouslv 
Our reports conunue that some German troops have deserted 
to the government side when they were ordered to attack Ma- 
dnd HiUcr s financial condiuon docs not seem equal to his plan 
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The shortage of food makes his people uneasy. Any loss of 
prestige, according to all bis'boasts, would be contrary to God s 
will. Now he must decide whaf to do. If he svithdraws from 
Spain the world wll know it, but his own people ivill o^y 
know about his recognition of Franco. That would leave him 
another year to execute another Stroke. What can that be? I 
wait and watch until my time to retire. 



XI 

December sg, ig36 to June 4, 1937 

December 2^. Tuesday^ I talked tonight witli Dr. Schacht. 
He joked -about a reported abipment of great Douglas bombing 
planes to the Spamsh Government from the United States. I 
had received infoiTnation that $2,770,000 worth of these planes 
were on the way and that the State Department had announced 
this was no violation of the neutrality act. When I replied to 
Schacht : Yes, but a hundred bombing planes were sold to Ger- 
many in the autumn of 1935 for delivery to Italy from the 
same American plane factories agtdnst the President’s order, 
he was silenced. His conversational lone indicated that he knew 
about the deal for Italy. He added : **Wcll, that was to aid 
Italy to extend her colonial realm.** 

I asked Schacht then about Germany’s reply to the French- 
English demand to agree to keep arms and soldiers out of 
Spain. He smd: “Germany is not sending soldiers there and 
the Fuehrer will soon give a favourable answer. He is as ready 
as anybody for peace. The only obstacle to a real settlement is 
the English refosai so far to restore our colonies.” Then he 
added, “France is ready to restore our colonies any time. I was 
assured of this when in Paris representing the Fuehrer last 
August. ^Vhy docs England refuse? We can never have a dis- 
armament agreement until we get our colonies.” 

He went on to say all Germany’s pre-tvar colonies were not 
enough and a third time rriterated, “Nesv Guinea must be given 

us.” 1 said: The Netherlands owns part of that great island. He 

replied: “The Dutch will agree to give us their part. Why 
should not England agree?” I told him I had learned from 
Minister Gic of South Afiica that great difficulties %vould follow 
English Session of colonics and that the populations were much 
opposed to a change of ownership. Schacht acknowledged 
aUo having talked with Gie. but insisted he was wrong I 
wonder what hes behind Schacht-s saying that Holland would 
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December sg. Tuesday' I talked tonight with Dr. Schacht. 
He joked about a reported shipment of great Douglas bombing 
planes to the Spanish Government from the United States. I 
had received irdormation that $2,770,000 worth of these planes 
were on the way and that the State Department had announced 
this was no violation ^of the neutrality act. When I replied to 
Schacht : Yes, hut a hundred bombing planes were sold to Ger- 
many in the autumn of 1935 for delivery to Italy from the 
same American plane factories against the President’s order, 
he was silenced. His conversational tone indicated that he knew 
about the deal for Italy. He added: "Well, that was to aid 
Italy to extend her colonial realm.” ^ 

1 asked Schacht then about Germany’s reply to the French-' 
English demand to agree to keep arms and soldiers out of 
Spmn. He smd: "Germany is not sending soldiers there and 
the Fuehrer will soon give a favourable answer. He is as ready 
as anybody for peace. The only obstacle to a real settlement is 
the Enghsh refusal so far to restore our colonies.*’ Then he 
added, “France is ready to restore our colonics any time. I ^vas 
assur^ of tlus when in Paris leprescnting the Fuehrer last 
August. Why does England refuse? We can never have a dis- 
armament agreement until we get our colonies.” 

He went on to say all Germany’s pre-tvar colonies were not 
enough and a third time reiterated, "New Guinea must hf. ,«•. 
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The American airplane sale, which the State Department 
could not prevent under the 1935 neutrality law, involved 
$2,700,000 worth of airplanes. As thdsc planes were to be sold 
by a private business firm to one of the partiesrin a,civii_war, 
there was nothing to do. But Germa^ made loud protests ■ 
until leaders here learned that Congress, now^ gathering in 
Washington, was almost sure to stop the shipments. Then the 
press rcjoic^ in this indication that American neutrality means 
Gcrman-Italian domination of Spain., That is apt to be tlic ease 
unless France sends scores of thousands of soldiers and hundreds 
of planes to Madrid. If France docs that, will* Germany 
go to war with France? If so, what will Italy do? Hitler will 
meet all the diplomats on January 11 and we may expect to . 
hear sharp challenging language about all democracies. 


Januaiy ij, Monday. At n.45 I was in the old Rcich 4 >alast 
where Von Hindenburg lived. All the diplomats were there. 

'The Frenchman, much troubled about *the position of his 
country, was busy talking. He showed serious concern. We 
waited and talked fifteen minutes before Hitler appeared. The 
Italian seemed the least sought after by others. He was as aloof 
to me as in August when 1 returned to my post, and I recipro- 
cated. Sir Erie Phipps was as discreet as ever, but he revealed 
more sympathy for the Fascist crowd in Spain than I had noted 
bdbre. I believe now he is almost a Fascist, as I think arc Bald- 


'vin and Eden. The Russian Ambassador was as calm and un- 
disturbed as if his country bad not been denounced here every^* 
day since last September. No Ambassador or Minister said 
anything revealing, although I twitted the Englishman a bit 
about thdr treaty vnih the greatest MachiavcUi of modem 
decades. He smiled but would say nothing. 

At*i 2 o’clock the Fuehrer came into the great hall wh ' 
forty or more of us stood in a line around the walls S® 

Papal Nuncio was reported to be ill, the French Ar«T. T® 
stood at the head of the line. I was next the n v l , . 

Turk fourth and the Russian 

service here. The Fuehrer I<K.ked of 

he came in, red in the face. The Frenchmat' ™’'orrassed 'aj 
to read the address of welcome wSrh“fk forward 

* me Nuncio ho.4 
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pared, and Hitler faced him. Nothing serious was said or sug- 
gested. When this was concluded, the Fuehrer read his repiyi 
also saying nothing, which rather surprised me since the 
national situation is so dangerous. I had expected hints to tne 
British and French. Not a word. The first paper was 
and read in French; Hitler replied in German. I understood 
little of the French statem^t, but grasped most of the Ger- 
man, difficult as Hitler’s German is. 

After these greetings were finished, Hitler shook hands with 
'the Frenchman and the tvyo talked in German in low tones so 
that* others might not hear them, 'Hitler speaking a little the 
^ louder of the two, I imagine the Frenchman complained at me 
* German attacks on France today in all papers hccausc Hitler 
alluded to the French press in a slightly critical tone. 

' • He- hext turned to me and pretended to be very cordial- I 
' alluded to the unfortunate commercial relations between our 
two countries. He turned to compUmentioff President Poost^ 

, velt on his vast majority and on his constructive measures. I *’ 
• agreed and said; I am glad you read the President’s addresses. 
He said he had done so, but I doubt it. Tlien I said: I hate 
recently read Dr. Schaiffit’s article in'/erft^n Affairs tvlu’ch I 
’Thought very able; in the main I agree with all he said. The 
conversation closed after a few more words and he turned to 
the English rcprcscntaiiv-c. I understood nothing that the}' 
said. Hitler went the whole round, even chatting cordially >vith 
the Russian. After the ruchrer. Secretary von Ncuratli passed, 
giving his greetings and indulging in a bit of conversation. 

January sj. Wtdntsday, Today I received news from Am- 
bassador Davies at Moscow that he had told the President that 
Dr. Schache was now even more enthusiastically in fawur of 
svorld peace than he svas in December when I talked svjth him. 

I had been sceptical in my report to the President, because I 
remembered how Schadit had attacked the President and Hull 
sshen I saw him in August. 

Ambassador Davies had an important interviriv wiih Srhachl 
just before he left Berlin on Jonuar}* 16. Schacht captivated 
him. The essence of the interview was that Sdiaclit urg^ upon 
Darics ffie hope that IVeslrfcnl Roosevelt would call a peace 
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conference in Washington.''Schacht proposed that such an 
international gathering ought to agree beforehand upon the 
subjects and the major problems and their solution. Davies had 
some doubts about the willingness of Roosevelt to take the lead. 

Schacht said that he was authorized by his goveriiment to 
offer definite terms to France and England based upon the 
follo\ving points : stabilization of the present frontiers of Euro- 
pean countries ; establishment of perpetual peace in Europe ; 

' discontinuation of the present arms race ; abolition of sanctions, > 
to be replaced by some adnunislralive machinery which would ■* 
permit the members of this proposed alliance to enforce their ^ 
dedsions ; substitution of a workable agreement between powers 
for the present‘League of Nations. ^ 

.* However, the first German stipulation before any such agree- 
ment can he discussed or arrived at must provide Germany 
tvith colonies, access to raw materials, and regions' open to 
settlement and migration. Schacht was certain of the support, 

*• at least in principle, of the French nation, through conversa-^ 
tions he had had tvith Premier L^n Blum. Hotvever, he said 
the French Premier had been flatly rebuffed when he ap- 
proached the English Foreign Office. 

In ^dition'to the interriew Davies bad with Schacht, he\ 
saw a number of his old friends in the German Foreign Office. 
He was impressed ■with the unanimous opinion among these 
men that the question of civil war in Spain was no longer a 
threat to world peace. He further gathered the impression that 
Hitler was planning a recall of his “volunteers” and technical 
experts from Spain. Davies agreed with his friends that the 
internal affairs of Spain were questions which should be settled 
by Spaniards themselves without pressure from abroad. I have 
had so many similar assurances from. officials in the Foreign 
Office that I am a bit sceptical of the sincerity of these pro- 
fessions. 


I bad received'a message from Hull about January 25 inti- 
mating that Ilgucr, of the I. G. Farben trust, also president of ' 
Uic Carl Schun Foundation, a propaganda otganiaation in tho 
United States, had been active in Latin America against the 
conference at Bumos Aires, and especially against Hldl's com 
mcrcial treaties. Ilgncr announced in Chile, I believe that he 
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was Schacht’s representative there. All this made me think 
Davies had fallen for the Nazi proposals for commerce and 
loans. At any rate, I decided to svire my own interpretation of 
Schacht’s attitude. He is a liberai in some respects, but he has 
no such power in international matters as Davies thinks. 

Recently reports have come to me that American banks arc 
contemplating large new credits and loans to Italy and Ger- 
many whose war machines are already Jar^e enough to threaten 
the peace of the world.? I ■'have even heard, but it seems un- 
believable to me, that Mr. Bullitt is lending encouragement 
to these schemes, ■* . . , 

Januaiy sg. Friday. I received a telegram from the Chemical 
National Bank and Trust Company in Nc^v York saying 
that Arnold Bernstein, a Hamburg Jew and president of the 
Red Star Steamship Line, and four of his assistants Had been 
imprisoned. The telegram said that their bank had loaned the 
Red Star Line $t, 000,000 and that the Erie Railroad had* 
loaned $4,000,000. If Bernstein and his fellows remained. Is 
prison many days, the New York creditors would take po^«* 
sion of the Red Star ships on which they had a mortgage." Bank 
business must go on. 

iVeferred the matter to Consul-General Jenkins and asked 
him to call up the consulate at Hamburg and get what informa- 
tion he could. , The case was not one for our government to take 
up because the imprisoned persons arc all Germans and became 
the Red Star Line is a German company flying tlie swastika 
flag. Yet the arrest inicmiptcd large American business inter- 
' ests, even throwing men out of employment. 

January 30. Saturday. The Fuehrer spoke two .and a half 
hours today before what he calls the Reichstag. Troubled with 
lumbago the last month, I derided not to attend but asked 
tvro of our staff to go and report what SN*a3 said. 

I did go to a tea given by the CrmsTi Prince ssho had not 
injornd. dujj/v73.ifa Vi hiatztt. in. ’u ‘iw/t, raptbji \ 
since 193J. The party was rather inlercsUng. A large number 
of diplomats were there, also German business and profes- 
sional people, I spoke vath the unhappy Croum Prince a few 
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n^utcs, also with his clever son, I^uis Ferdinand. They 
seemed greatly pleased to think that Americans were friendly 
towards the dethroned Hohenzollcms. Tlierc has been repeated 
talk that there is to come in a year or two an uprising ^vhich 
\vin put the aged, exiled Kaiser back upon the imperial throne. 

I heard a fc\v days ago that the movement is advancing too fast 
andmaydefeattheHohcnzoUcmintcrcst. In any case, there was _ 
■evidence of much friendliness at the big tea-party at Potsdam. 

This is the day when Europcaru arc all looking towards Berlin 
to see if a move is made that signifies war. But the Fuehrer, ac- 
cording to reports of our people who heard him speak, was more 
conciliatory than he has been since 1933. He said Germany has • 
regained her equality ^vith other nations, her people arc again * * 
contented^ and they no\v only await the return of their colonies. 
He knows the other powers \viU do this but only on condition, 
that Germany ‘agrees to limit armaments and return to the 
. League of Nations. He therefore said nobody has a right to say 
bow nuny soldiers and bombing planes Germany shall have. 
So, no a^cement as to colonies is likely to be made, in my 
opinion. 

Februaiy 2. Tuesday. We attended a musicalc and'^^dinner*^ 
given by the Crown Prince at the Esplanade Hotel. There were 
. perhaps 1,500 people who listcned.to the music and 200 who 
sat down to dine \vith the cx-Crorvn Prince. I was at his table ; 
my wife was at the Crown Princess* table. The Crown Prince 
told me of his five-year exile on an island in the North Sea. I 
had not known he was there so long. He talked of German his- 
tory, showing more knowledge than I had expected from former 
royalty. He agreed with me that historical writing in Germany 
in the next generation is almost certain to deteriorate. He 
did not say Party domination was the caused but he made that 
idea pljun. 

It seemed a little curious to see Madame Schacht bow so low 
before the Crown Prince when he greeted her, especially since 
the little Nazi cross is so conspicuous around her neck The same 
courtly atritude was revealed by several other government 
people and their wives. Schacht was not there. We could not 
get aivay before 12 o’clock I noUced the French Ambassador 
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and other representatives of countries all over the world. The 
Russian, the Pole, and the Turk were not present. 

Februaiy 3. Wednesday. We attended "the first dinner the 
Fuehrer has ever given to the whole diplomatic corps. ‘Many 
officers of his government, Goering, Schacht, Goebbels, and 
others were there. It was held in the Fuehrer’s new palace, 
more elaborate than anything I have ever seen and finished only 
a few weeks ago. There were close to seventy*five servants 
marching in and halting in military fashion before the tablK. 
Hitler certainly does not save his people’s money, though he 
ate no meat and drank no svine. There svere no champagne 
toasts, the rule here at big dinners. Personally, I was not in a 
position to talk to the Fuehrer, which would have been embar* 
rassing to me. I did talk a little across the table to Goering 
whose fame in the world, or ill>fame, dates espccit^y from the 
firing of the Reichstag building in 1933 and the killings in June, 
1934. Of course I could not talk fredy wth him, being unable 
to forget these things. However, I must not imply that^Hitler 
was not equally guilty. 

The great party adjourned from the tables into a large recep- 
tion-room where Hitler and Goering stood at one end to receive 
greetings and thanks. I noticed the French and British Am- 
bassadors were most unrestrained in their apparent happiness. 
But Schacht and Goebbels did hot hang about the Fuchw at 
all, and Von Ncurath only a moment or t^vo. At eleven o clock 
the French Ambassador and his wife departed and the othen all 
quickly follotved. I had expected the party would last untjl 2 
o’clock, but I would not have stayed so long. 

I have been out every night for about a week and must con- 
tinue to do so for another week. This dining until late at night 
and getting home at 1 2 o’clock b very tiresome to me, having to 
be in the office rather early every morning and remaining, ex- 
cept for lunch time, until 7. My svife must go out almost cn cry 
day she does not give a luncheon or tea. She takes much of the 
burden from me. 

Fthraajy ts. Fridiy. I base heard from our Consul in Frank- 
furt am Main that the government has forbidden all Jo'^s who 
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fought in the \Vorld ^Var to hold any assemblies, although they 
have hitlierto held veterans* meetings. 

Business firms in that.district-^rc to reduce the wages of all 
workers in Ersalz plants, making substitute raw materials, by 
10 per cent. Perhaps this is to cheapen prices of such goods. In 
Prankfurt, three workers have been in prison a year because 
they were thought to be associated in some way with Com- 
munists. They have just been tried and sentenced to four, six, 
and eight years, respectively, in prison. 

A few weeks ago Dr. Schacht made a long address on his six- 
tieth birthday at a great Reichsbank celebration, I learn today 
that Dr. Goebbels censored it sharply. Schacht had said the 
11,000,000,000 mark debt must be paid. That was not allowed 
to be'printed. But the debt is certainly four times thatamount, 
including 3,000,000,000 to United States banks and bond hold- 
ers. He also said German circulation of marks has increased 
50 per cent since 1933 and he added that the Ersatz industry 
must not go on increasing, as it costs about four times as much 
as what imports would cost. 

February so. Saturday. This is the first evening in a week I 
have not been somewhere to dine. Last Tuesday, the 16th, Dr.' 
Seriag sat next to tny wife at a luncheon we gave for Anicrican 
bankers trying to settle German debt problems. He started to 
criticize severely Hitler’s treatment of universities. My wife 
said; “I did not tHnk you could speak so freely." He replied : 
‘T say what I think. They can shoot me any time they want to. 
This system is ruining German intellectual life." This same old 
gentleman is well acquainted in the United States. He said quite 
as much to me two years ago, and nothing has been done to him. 

Last night we attended a musicalc of a Nazi official at the 
Bristol Hotel. There were perhaps 150 people present. The 
concert was not bad. At the dinner table, my wife sat next to 
the Duke of Coburg. I sat near Dr. Schacht who said loud 
enough for German officials to hear him: “Mussolini is annex- 
ing Spain; his next move svill be to annex Egypt.” I said: I 
learn that Mussolini has bmlt a great road from the Red Sea 
.to the Egyptian border. Hmv did he get the money? Schacht 
replied : “Money does not have to be gotten now, we only issue 
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paper and keep it circulating rapidly^ thereby maintaining 
people at >vork That is all ” It surprised some people to hear 
this from the ablest finance official m the ^vorld, but no one 
added any remarks I think the Nazi officials resented this, but 
they dared not say anything in his presence, 

Februaiy 21 Sundt^ I went to the old Kaiser Opera House 
at 12 o’clock today Hitler and his chiefs sat ivhere the royal 
family sat when I was here in 1899 It was a memonal service 
m honour of the two milhon Germans killed m the World War 
There was no prayer or religious note About fifty flags of all 
nations were held by soldiers on the stage ^After a beautiful 
piece of classical music, General von Blomberg, chief of the nciv 
Nazi army, went to the stage and delivered an address which 
could not have been dehvered m any democratic countiy 

He did not speak of the war as a calamity due to some 
leaders’ blunders He did say Germany’s pbgbt at the end of 
the war tvas the worst m history, which is not true, though coil* 
ditions were bad enough His mam objective was to say Hitler 
had saved the German people as no other leader had c\ cr done, 
to thank him for arming the whole nation, and to boW before 
him for his immense wisdom and patriotism The "HciI Hitler 
ceremony followed, wth everybody but mjself and a few other 
diplomats extending their nght bands while the orchestra 
played the Horst Wesscl song This 15 modem Gennanyl 

Februaiy 23 Tuesday Today I talked for about an hour with 
Dr Dieckhoff I wished to let him know what an unfortunate 
effect the failure of Germany to anyivcr the State Department’s 
imTtation to participate m an economic conference m Waslung* 
ton would produce In three whole weeks, no ansivcr has been 
received to the invitation presented in January I also wanted 
to menuon the effect of tlie go\cmmcnt’s issuing decrees to all 
business men not to answer any quesuons of our Commerce or 
Treasury Department ofllcials here about American imcsiraents 
in Germany One other object was to learn,, if possible, what 
German officials really think about the intermtional agreement 
10 keep all troops and war supplies out of Spam Finally, I 
wanted to know what Von Ncurath was doing m Austria 
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Dicckhoifhcis seemed to me to be the most democratic of the 
men in the Foreign Ofiicc, even more so than my deceased 
friend, Von BQlow, who passed away last June. DicchhofT is 
reported not to be liked by Von Neurath, his chief, but I am 
not sure this rumour is correct. He has always seemed to recog- 
nize the brutal mistakes made here by the Hitler regime. So 1 
felt that we might possibly have a real conversation. 

He agreed at once that it was a mistake not to answer the 
American invitation to participate in the conference set for the 
first week in April. The delay, he said, was not due to Von 
Ncurath’s feeling. It was perhaps due to Dr. Schacht’s attitude, 
^Yhich he said was not aUvays what Schacht professed it was. 
The real objection to acceptance, he thought, was due to the 
indifference or hostility of the Labour and Economics Ministries 
=-that is. Hitler’s men. As to the refusal to give any informa- 
tion about American investments in Germany, he frankly 
agreed with me that it was a mistake. I gave him the dates of 
the two almost offensive letters the government had sent, one 
to me, the other to our Consul in Hamburg. 

As to German-Italian relations, he really said nothing al- 
thoughTie talked plenty. He would not agree that Muisolini 
intends to dominate Spain, though he had once before frankly 
said Germany would not protest if Mussolini annexed Egypt. 
His conversation revealed indirectly the doubtful tvisdom of 
Germany’s alliance with Italy. « 

As to Von Neurath’s vbit, it was only a return formality for 
the Austrian Foreign Secretary’s visit here. I was sure it tvas 
more and asked about the reported rioting of the Viennese 
people when Von Neurath appeared. He insisted that there 
had been only wild Nazi demonstrations and that some of the 
uncontrollable fellow's had to be arrested to keep them from 
doing too much. In my judgment it was all arranged here for 
propaganda purposes and the Austrians were, expressing their 
hostility to the Naris. Hence the arrests. It is contrary to law 
for an Austrian to heil Hitler. 

DicckhofF did say that a four-power agreement was Ger- 
many’s object, also that Germany wanted control of Austria and 
Hungary, but that this would be defeated if a Hapsburg heir 
w ere to be put upon the ancient Austrian throne. Von N^rath 
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^vas really trying to advance Germany’s aggressive attitude to- 
wards domination of the Balkan states This is m part aimed at 
smoking out Mussohm mto a revdation of lus real attitude 
towards the Austnan restoration Nobody seems to think the 
poor Austnan people are free to have the kind of government 
they wish Dieckhoff, libera! as he has always seemed to be, 
showed again his view that the Danube region belongs to Ger- 
many It is the old Kaiser’s pohcy, only far more urgent wth 
Hitler than with the pre-war regime Europe never recognizes 
the natural nghts of different nations Power is the only real 
thing 

Febmaiy s8 Sunday Another week of dinners and luncheons 
IS past We were out nearly every night, once with the Russian 
Ambassador, ivhcre he had forty guests at the table, ambassa 
dors, ministers, and representatives of German officialdom but 
no ^gh German official The dining hall, heated by old 
fashioned German stoves, was quite cold for me, even for tlie 
British Ambassador, although Englishmen at home never have 
warm houses At least, I have never seen any there except 
hotels where Americans stay 

March 4 Thursday Today I talked again with Dr Schacht 
He complained at first rather sharply about the Amencan 
newspaper report that Germany’s selling of $69,000,000 ivorth 
of bonds in America, to meet certain interest payments due 
to creditors, had increased German debts, t^vo billion dollars of 
which were kept secret Schacht said this false story uould 
hurt Germany’s credit 

' When he emphasized the point, I told him about reports I 
had from our Consuls m Latin Amcnca to the effect that Ger- 
man representatives in Chile, Brazil, and Argentina had done 
what they could to defeat Secretary Hull’s peace efforts at the 
Buenos Aires conference and that one of the men there had 
claimed he represented Dr Schacht He asked who it was I 
declined to give his name at that time since the information to 
me from \Va5hington a>a3 confidential What Schacht said 
made it clear he ivas tlimking of Ilgncr’s work there, as I was, 
and he did not deny it 
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I then asked Schacht about the possibility of a >vorld peace 
conference. He favoured the idea and spoke with much emo- 
tion, it seemed, about the danger of war which he said be 
always opposed, even the vast appropriations here for arma- 
ment He said Hitler was against and had urged peace or 
armament reductions. I did not mention the many times Hitler 
had said such things and then proceeded in tlie opposite direc- 
tion. Schacht then said arms manufacturers were the people 
who had defeated peace efforts since Wilson’s attempts in 1918, 
and who had also defeated the League of Nations negotiations 
on the subject every time they were undertaken. 

He repeated his hope that Washington might have a prelimi- 
nary conference looking towards world peace and practically 
asked me if Hull would like to have him over there for discus- 
sion. In caseiie were invited to go, he would persuade Hitler to 
agree to havnng a peace conference, get him to accept his idea 
of substituting freer world trade for war preparations, and ob- 
tain a real peace agreement among the four important nations : 
Germany, France, England, and the United States. I consented 
to speak of this in a telegram to Washmgton. What he said 
about Hitler’s recent speech on seizing business men’s property 
and one by Von Ribbentrop in Leipzig relative to German de- 
mands for colonies, surprised me a little. He said both speeches 
were bunk, intended for local consumption, but both harmful 
abroad. 

Then I went to Secretary von Neurath. He said : "No war is 
likely.” I answered that arming to the last degree by all nations 
was most dangerous. He admitted as much but laid the blame 
on England. 1 reminded him that England was the last of all 
the nations to arm. He could not deny this, and then said- 
munitions manufacturers had really been responsible for the' 
dangerous armaments of European countries. 

^Vhen I asked about the Spanish situation, he bluntly said : 
"Wc shall never allow the present government of Spain to win 
the civil war. It is Communism and we shall never allo^v that 
in any European state.” That contradicted the peace idea with 
which he began. I said: Do you feel that no other nation has 
a right to govern itself, even foolishly? He said : "No, not when 
it involves Communism. If that happened in Spain, France 
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^vould turn Commumst and then attack us ” I had not 
forgotten Dieckhoff s statement about Von Neurath’s visit to 
Vienna, where he protested against Austnan restoration of the 
Hapsburg monarch That was not a Communist move, >et the 
Nazis insisted it must not happen These Gemvms, even those 
who are considered liberal, seem to me never to think about 
the nghts of smaller nations 

When I raised the question of a possible world peace confer- 
ence, he at once said * No, it cannot be successful ” This was 
the opposite of Schacht’s idea His plan was to make nations 
more prosperous by gradual disarmament and spending of 
money m other directions But when I repeated the danger of 
continued rearmament for all nations, Von Ncurath agreed 
again I left him, convinced that his fonner half liberal atti- 
tudes had been practically abandoned 

These conversations, espcaally that with Von Ncuralli, 
revealed more clearly than formerly that the German Govern- 
ment IS now determined to control, and actually annex, neigh- 
bouring countries The Balkan stales are theirs, the Mediter- 
ranean states are MuMolim’s OlBcial pronouncements over the 
radio from Rome give strong evidence of an agreement to these 
ends, although the German and ItaUan peoples dislike each 
other almost as much as the French and Germans 

March 6 Saturday Yesterday the German press attacked and 
denounced Ma>or La Guardia of iScw York for a remark he 
made about an exhibit in the World’s Fiir building next >car, 
m which a bust of the brown shirtcd Hitler should be erected, 
the exhibit to be called the Chamber of Horrors The l^lktsthcr 
Beobacklcr and the An^njf, oflioa] papers, ucni the limit in de- 
nouncing La Guardia as a tcmblc Communut, racketeer, and 
whoremonger, Jewish Ihc) said Tlicy even attacked the United 
States Government for allontog such a speech, unaware, it 
seems, Uiat free speech is the law of ilie Amencan land. 

I telcgnphed a sumraarj ofv.l)at was said, but have made no 
protest unul I receive imtrucuoos Unhippil) for Dr Schacht, 
this comes at the time Secrctar> Hull aulhonrcd Ambassador 
Luther to telegraph Berlin that he hopetl soon to be able to 

arrange a treat) wiih German) rorbetiercommerciallcniii.'niu 
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is the third time this sort of thing has happened here just as 
some negotiations were under discussion in Washington. In 
1934 Hitler published a statement that nobody Was to be 
arrested and imprisoned— Jews especially— except upon due 
process of law. On March 6 of that year he loudly.dcclarcd to 
■^mc that any German who started propaganda in the United 
States would be pitched into the North Sea. Before I returned 
on May i6, 1934, both these promises had been violated. 
Goebb^ making a terrific speech against the Jews while I was. 
on the Atlantic. On June 30, 1934, hundreds of opponents and 
many actual supporters were murdered upon Hitler’s order 
without trial or evidence of anyone’s guilt. How cotlld Secretary 
Hull urge a treaty to be adopted by the Senate that year? 

In June, 1935, when a deal was being negotiated in New 
York for bank credits so that Germany could buy $35,000,000 
worth of cotton, Goering made a violent denunciation of Catho- 
lics. At once it caused the banks to refuse credit, and cotton could 
not be had. Goebbels followed a few days later ^vith another 
denunciation of the Jews. So another Nazi defeat in trade 
resulted. 

On March 4, Schacht asked me to telegraph the government 
how glad he would be to go to Washington in the hope of 
negotiating a trade arrangement and told me he expected to 
carry Hitler’s approval of a v/orld peace conference. The next 
day these violent newspaper scandab broke. La Guardia being 
popular in America. So another blunder 1 

March g. Tuesday. Two priests from a monastery in Bavaria, 
built by American Catholics, came to see me thb morning. The 
German dbtrict leader had forbidden them to speak or read 
the Bible in their monastery or church rooms. They could not 
understand this when their salaries were paid from the United 
States, but they feared that, if they should speak or read the 
Bible, they would be ordered out of the country. If they went 
away, their monastery wUch cost American contributors 
300,000 marks would be taken over by the Nazi Party. 

I could do nothing for them but advise caution and a visit to 
our Consul-GcneraUvho might possibly help them. This is the 
second case of this kind brought to my personal attention. Con- 
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sul Jenkins reported to me that all he could do ^vould be to 
give the facts to the Secret Pohee chief and persuade lum that 
such a move would be harmful to German interests Houc\er, 
the ownership of property by foreigners m Germany is cntirel) 
under the control of the Na2i Party 

March i 2 Friday Max Jordan, NBC representative m 
Europe, called and reported that the opimon of press people 
and raio managers at home favours Roosevelt’s judicial refonn 
which IS now being so hotly discussed In spite of editorial con 
trol and big business mflucncc, both reporters and workers w 
favour Roosevelt’s plan He said the Senate strongl> opposed 
him, but the majority would vote for the measure I hope so 
If they defeat the President, his second term will be like Theo- 
dore Roosevelt’s second term — argument and pressure for rt^ 
form, without success Only Franklin Roosevelt’s defeat V'^oum 
be much worse and more dangerous because lus majonucs have 
been overwhelming in three Congressional elections, surpassing 
anything since Jefferson, who was also defeated m his major 
purposes except for the purchase of Louisiana 

Jordan then talked of German popular altitudes as revealed 
to him by a journalist whose name he dared not give He said 
many airplane acadcnis and deaths hpd occurred this wantcr 
but not a word of them v>as allowed in the press Only one case 
was reported the accident a month ago m Berlin wluch could 
not be kept secret because it occurred m a busy section of the 
aty, five people being killed The reason for keeping all such 
accidents secret is to prevent young people from being discour- 
aged, as $0 many thousands arc ordered regularl) into aif 
scrvace I had known this vsas a rule of the government for 
more than two >can 

He then said he was informed that some fift) soldicn 
ordered to go on an unknowai mission from Hamburg TliO 
vvcrc forbidden to tell thejr parents they vverc going out of the 
country, to ^am, but some of them spoke of it A meeting of 
parents v^as held in the town near where the soldiers received 
orders. The Isan local oflioak arrested and jmpnsoned all th" 
parents, for how long Jordan did not know He added that a 
number of the soldien committed suicide rather than go on the 
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secret journey. If this is correct, it means something serious for 
Hitler-and Gocring to think about. 

This afternoon at 5.30 I went to the German Foreign Office, 
Mr. Lee with me, to make the protest Secretary Hull cabled me 
from Washington against the shameful German press attacks on 
February 4, 5 and 6 against the women, the people and the gov- 
ernment of the United States. Knowng the motives of the Nazi 
officials, Goebbels and Rosenberg, also Hitler himself, I could 
not expect any real regrets even from Secretary von Neurath. 

I told Von Neurath, who showed himself a little embarrassed, 
what a blunder the Germans had made. Me acknowledged this, 
but said he had stopped the extreme vituperation of the Angrijf 
articles from being published in other German papers. I then 
bad bfr. Lee read Secretary Half’s protest and shewed Von 
Neurath several other German papers which had reprinted 
what the Angrtfhzd said. He could not deny what had hap- 
pened and he agreed wth me it was very stupid, though he 
pleaded in excuse that some American papers had attacked Ger- 
many ^dolently during the last four years. He could not justify 
present-day German folly. The conversation ended. I was sure 
Von Neurath, even if he had wanted to, did not dare apologize 
as Hull "had done for La Guardia’s ridicule of Hitler, and that 
he would really not say anything to the Fuehrer or Goebbels. 
They are incorrigible. 

March 75. Monday. This afternoon I learned that Ernst. 
Hanfstaengl, long a close supporter of Hitler and chief of the 
Nazi foreign press office, was ordered about February 20 to 
close his office and go to Valencia, Spain, on some mission. I 
was to have had lunch with Hanfstaengl on February 22 and he 
informed me he had to leave Berlin. A close friend told me to- 
day that Hanfstaengl went to Munich, his home, did not go to 
Spain, and has since disappeared. I hear he is in a concentra- 
tion camp and in danger of losing his life. He has not been seen 
by Hitler in two years or more and I have noted at the Carl 
Schurz luncheons that he was rather free in criticizing Goebbels 
and others in the regime. I never ventured frank talk with him 
after the summer of :934. Since he gave much money to Hitler' 
in 1923, helped him >vritc Mein Kampf^ and was in every ^vay 



398 DECEMBER 29, I936 TO JUNE 4, 1937 
familiar with Hitler’s motives, he would be an unreliable man 
out of Germany.' What a book he could write ! 

A rejJort today reveals that the Germans and the CzechosJ^ 
vaks have negotiated a treaty for mutual good relations, Ben 
having agreed to treat all Germans in his country as well as c 
Czechs themselves, but that now Hitler denounces the agree- 
ment. He can allow no treaty with any people who have 
derstanding with the Russians. In view of this, I put no fai 
in the recent German offers to negotiate a new Western four 
power pact. His first demand will be to forbid French relations 
with Russia. The basic point of these moves is that .Germany 
will have her own way as to the boundaries and status of c 
Balkan states and the right to annex them when she thinks c 
time ripe. That is the Mein Katnpf doctrine. 

I wrote Messersmith, our Minister in Austria, a few days ago 
that the best and perhaps the only guarantee of world peace is 
for all the Balkan states to form a co-operative confederation 
. ready always to help one another. That would be a union o 
80,000,000 people. Germany would have to think nvice before 
she moved against such a union. I suggested he talk this over 
with Schusclmigg. European nations have practised war since 
the fall of the Roman Empire; what might not civilization have 
become if peoples could have learned the basic principles 0 
Christianity which all Western peoples have professed super- 
ficially for a thousand years 1 

March xj. Wedtusday. Today Dr. Dieckhoff asked me to sec 
him at 6 p.m. I went. The Secretary seemed troubled as we 
shook hands. He began at once to talk about another La 
Guardia speech made in New York. He seemed to have been 
instructed to insist that I tell President Roosevelt or Secretary 
Hull to stop the New York Mayor from criticizing Hitler. Since 
Dieckhoff had been Counsellor to the German Embassy m 
Washington from 1924 to 1929, or about that time, I could not , 
sec how he^uld ask such a thing seriously. Of course I replied* 
No, .that can’t be done; you know that freedom of speech and 
the press arc guarantc^ to all our people. He knew that, he 
said, but hoped something could be done anyway. 

When he had talked a little further about our press criticism, 
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1 said: You know our people were friendly to the German 
people after the World War ended, far more tlian to France 
because the French Government refused to disarm. He said 
that such an attitude was very clear to him when he was in 
Washington, but why were Americans so hostile now? After 
some discussion sve parted company, both quite aware nothing 
can be done in the United States or in Nazi Germany to better 
relations. 

March 30. Tuesday. It’s a long time since I made my last 
notes. 1 have attended dinners and lunches often enough. Two 
of them were a little revealing. On March 18, we were at the 
home of the former Foreign Secretary, Von Ktlhlmann. He 
had served under the Kaiser in 1918 and supported the Kaiseris 
attitude towards the Brest-Litovsk negotiations, but he was 
defeated by the generals of the army who demanded vast 
annexations. Since we have been here we have seen him 
occasionally. 

At his dinner were twelve or fourteen guests. The British 
Ambassador talked to Von Kuhimann about Spain as if he were 
a sincere supporter of the cruel Franco, although he formerly 
talked to me as if he were staunchly opposed to Franco. The 
-latter, 1 suppose, was a diplomatic attitude for my benefit. Dr. 
Dieckhoff was present and talked like an opponent of his 
Fuehrer. Other people spoke equally freely. One eminent man 
said to my >vifc : “There is no use of our ahvays talking about 
conquering territory on our eastern frontier; eastern France 
must be annexed to Germany, especially as the French popula- 
tion is declining.” This reminded me of the French Ambas- 
sador’s statement to me in 1933: “We must annex German 
territory to the Rhine. ’Wilson defeated us in this.” 

From the Von KUhlmann dinner I went to the eightieth 
birthday dinner of Dr. Scring. There were some hundred guests 
present, including Dr. Schacht and other officials whom I had 
met frequently. I was late and so did not hear, the speeches 
made by Scring and Schacht, but I' was' told they had done 
what is most dangerous here— criUcized the Nazi policy and 
German miUtary activity. I knew both of them thought that 
way, but was surprised to hear they had felt free enough to'talk 
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before a large group of people Schacht said to me 
position IS very critical, I^do not know what k to happen 

There %vas a Cabinet meeting on Marcji 19 and Schacht is 
reported to have challenged Hitler’s Four-Year Plan in some 
of Its items But nothing has happened and Cabmet decisions 
are reported all in favour of Hitler and Goenng 

The Cathohc priests or bishops read an encychcal from the 
Pope, on March qi, in all their German churches It 'vas a 
warning to the Catholics to keep their faith, a protest against 
Hitler’s efforts to destroy the Catholic Chur^, and an appeal 
for religious hberty Religious hberty proclaimed by Catho c 
leaders upon the order of the Pope ’ Not a word of this 
message was mentioned in the press, but copies were publishca 
in England and other countries, many people here learning m 
this way what had happened . 

Today I visited the Papal Nuncio, hcanng that he was wdi 
again after a long illness I congratulated him on what the Pop® 
had done in proclaiming rebgious liberty m a Europe ivhtf® 
religious hberty is absolutely denied, and especially because the 
aged and half ill Pope seems to roe to show real courage es^ 
under the nose of Mussolini The Nuncio was roost delighted 
and insisted that the great Cathohc Church is really struggling 
for religious freedom now cvcryivhcrc, even m Mexico I spent 
a half hour ivith him and he told me that thousands of copies of 
the Pope’s message were distributed by hand all over Germany , 
he did not knoiv if anybody had been arrested 

Apnl 3 Saturday The Czechoslovak Minister came to the 
office this morning and talked more than half an hour I h^d 
asked to sec him at his house, but he insisted on coming to see 
me I asked him about Balkan relations, a subject about tsluch 
1 wrote our Minister m Vienna a month ago He said that 
Yugoslavia’s treaty of recent dote wth Italy uas a strong mo« 
in the direction of peace, tliat it was designed b> Ital> as a 
means,of food relief in case of a possible war ivith England 

hut 

she tvill not think of consenting to the restoration of Otto, tlic 
Hapsburg har, to the throne 

Hd then said a similar treaty between Rumania and Russia 
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has just been agreed to, which means recognition of boundaries 
and co-operation bettvccn these countries for peace. Of course I 
had heaid about thjftrcaty but was not quite sure ^vhat it meant. 
He said the two arrangements, the Yugoslav-Italian and the 
Rumanian-Russian, were important steps to^vards co-operation 
and peace among all the Bzdkan states. Now Czechoslovakia 
and Germany must come to a similar agreement as to boun- 
daries and national minorities. Then the Balkan states would be 
reasonably safe and mutually helpful, Austria and Bulgaria and 
Hungary each being pressed to co-operate svith the so-called 
Little Entente. His only anxiety was on his last point, an under- 
standing between 'CzechoslovaJua and Germany. Propaganda 
was going on, emanating from Germany, every day against 
the one democracy in this part of Europe. He showed also 
' some anxiety about a possible Hapsburg restoration, unwilling 
to allow this although Austria seems to ask it as a right. 


April 7. Wednesday. Yesterday evening the Czechoslovak, 
Minister at our dinner told me he had information that Ludeh- 
dorff has an organization of young Germans who hate Hitler," 
also that considerable groups of the German army are co-operat- 
ing quietly svith the LudendorfT youth movement, Ludendorlf’s 
bi-weekly magazine going to them regularly. General von 
Blomberg, Commander-in-chief and War Minister, learned of 
these facts and managed to get Hitler and Ludendorff to meet 
and talk in Mumch, the excuse being Ludendorff’s seventy- 
second birthday on April 9. The Minister wondered what this 
really meant. Perhaps we shall learn more two days from now. 
Today I heard that LudendorfF’s magazine has been confiscated. 

Secretary Lee of bur staff today reported that Ambassador 
Luther, whb has been recalled from Washington, "•ivas reporting 
two years ago to the German Fordgn Office about Huey Long, 
the would-be American dictator. Herr K., now retired from the 
Foreign Office, had read the reports which Luther had been 
ordered to make. He did not reveal the contents but he did say 
to Lee that Luther had visited Louisiana and Huey Lon? more 
than once. I %%onder whether our government in Washington 
has ever hcarf about thU. I hope to learn just what was said 
about Huey Long, also about his death. • 
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IIjc iwrnt) or irnrc of )*cjtcrtlay v> rtc dupMed to t'vll 

more ffrrlj (han diplomat* and German o/Hchlj ^ncrallv do 
Some d»tinjjnnljc<l Germ'^nt cniicircd the ilitlrr regime m«t 
incfrl)— a (lalilt that »i gctlini; to !>c quite common apatn 
>\hat d(v^ tliM mean? O- do the> think a democrat hko to 
hear Ihh? 

Afnl 10 SsIsT^vf On Tlninda) I talked n half hour wth the 
Human Ambaitador Ifc ipole of hanni* dined on Mirth W 
idth the nepheu of General Goenng, wholi an offiaa! in the 
Reichtbink Othrn preienf, Phnee f-oun Terdmand told me, 
I'ere the 1 rencli Ambatiador, Dr Schiclit and Pnnee LouiJ. 
Tlic SoWei Ambatndor did not admit that there arc negotia 
ilom now going on for a jecrct treiij l>ctv.ccn Germany and 
Ruwii I had Jieartl tlilt from our Minuter in Jsonvay ihi* 
Vicck The Ruui'in Arabiwadof announcetl that he had 
retutJted from hfojcow and that he goa on Apnl so a* Am 
Uatiador to Pnncc. 

On Fnilay night, I heard from Walter Diirant), New York 
Tir’/f correspondent Jii Moscow «nce tint secret negotia 
ilom are on between Germany nnd Russn Another rumour 
I think something Ji on, but feel it is rnereJ) a commeraa| 
arrangement How could Hitler make a political treaty with 
the Communuts^ 

Thu morning at 12 o'clock, the Dntish Ambasndor came to 
say firewcll He is Icnnng Apnl 16 for Pans where he is to 
serve the next Jew >cars as Ambassador When I told him of 
die three stones I had heard about Gcrman-Russian negotia 
tions, he sliosiked a good deal of concern I told him I was not 
convinced, but that it seemed that something was on I had the 
feeling he wanted to telegraph svhat I had said to Downing 
Street at once 

Apnl it Sitniay A conHdcntial report from FranLfiirt re 
veals some other aspects of German life to me, but not a ^vord 
* on these subjects appears m the German papers Great crowds 
of church people met m their churches between March 31 and 
April 4 At the city of Darmstadt, the Nazi Black Shirts and 
Bros^m Shirts, opposed to rebgious activity except in the Party 
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churches (j.f., Rosenberg’s semi-barbaric religious cult), gath- 
ered in great crowds about the prindpal churchand arrested five 
paston on account of their sermons. In the Frankfurt district, 
thirty-seven pcndiis were imprisoned for Bible study meetings 
and thirty are still in jail. No charges were made. The Nazi 
district leaders ordered this and imprisoned people \vithout trial. 
These victims were simply Protestant worshippers who perhaps 
made it plain that they not change their religious beliefs. 

In the Catholic Saar area, a crudfix on the wall of a denomi- 
' national school was ordered to be taken down at Easter time. 
A picture-of Hitler was put in the place of the crudfix. The 
parents whose children attend this school objected strongly and 
some of them kept their children at home. The parents were 
fined and some fathers were dismissed from their positions. 
^yhen the people were called on to vote whether all denomina- 
tional schools should be dosed, they voted 97 per cent in favour 
of abolishing them. But the general feeling all over Germany 
is that the people m\ist all vote one way when any election 
takes place. If they vote their own convictions, imprisonment 
is expected. 


At Stuttgart, a former liberal dty, an American traveller who 
^ took photographs of an ancient vfflage near by was arrested 
March 30. No one may take photographs without government 
pemussion. When the local authorities found they had arrested 
an American spending money in Germany and utterly unaware 
^ of this stringent law, they rdeased him, after two hours in 
prison. 

A report last Friday from Panama says 500 German CHris- 
tians passed through the great canal on their way to tracts of 
land which the Columbian Government had given them. Were 
these emigrants escaping thdr country to seek religious free- 
dom? Some people here say 10,000,000 would go if they could. 

Yesterday afternoon, April 10, there ^vas real' sunshine, so 
promising that my wife, ‘daughter and I went for a two-hour 
drive into the famous Sprcewald region south of Berlin Half 
svay out there was a vast rtuUtary Held mth elaborate 
running nearly a nule along the left side of the road The 
forests all the way foowed imnt^e euttings, done tinder the 
Four-Year Plan about whteh Goering speaks so often The 
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whc-it and barley fields seemed in better condition ^ 

expected after so much bad weather It has rained almost eOT 

day since October l The old toivn of 

of the late Middle Ages, but the people appeared 

were better clad than some people I used to see in 

of Chicago where ^vages were always Uvice as hi^ as 

Apnlis Tuesday Yesterday Mrs Pot^- 
Roosevelt and the Kauer, called and told me about ^ 
man here who pretends to be an advanerf studen “ 
agent of the Nazi-Amencan organization here 

a certain Fntx Kuhn who raises money and hdps *= ® 
by giving him contacts wiUi the Propaganda MimW 
v^th Hider She said he attacked me freely for oot bem^ 
CO worker I asked her to see tfie man again and learn 
just what he does 

ApnUs Thursday Amencan churches are beginmng to sh^ 

mo4s revealing 4at Gennany <o Cathote and ^ 
testants who contend for rehgious nghts The German W 
have begun again their hosUle articles criticizing the frert 
of church people in the Umted States, but they are not so . 

a, Lly in March when the La ®d 

ler was made They affect not to understand such freedom 
wonder how a people for whom Von f 
their Revolution can be so cnUcal of the n°un^ ^ 

Von Steuben came They do not seem to toow mat 
Steuben was sent to Amenca by rev olubonary Iran 

The press also speak, simdarly of Carl Sehurz. never mO^ 
matmg that Carl Sehurz was imprisoned here ftr te lov 
freedom and escaped through France to the- Umted 
where he fought the rest of his life for democracy, so denou 
m present-day Germany Their persecubons are quite as SCT 
as mose of the sixteenth century, except as “ 

Hundreds of preachers have been imprisoned lor teacxu b 
Christianity ^ 

Jen; r? Saturday The German Official Gazelle of April 14 
canw to m> attenuon today It lists ninety one Germans wh 
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have been deprived of their nationality. Lud^v5g Renn, author 
of a famous book against war, is the most prominent denational- 
ued person on the list. Many others are children of opponents 
of the Nari party. One of these children is only two years old. 

At the same time, information comes that members of the old 
German aristocracy have been arrested because they are re- 
ported to bc’monarchists, active for restoration of the royalist 
regime. Stricter observation and punishment of Jc^vs is evident. 
They cannot hold meetings of any sort, except church service. 
They cannot play tennis, football, enjoy river sports, canoeing 
or s^vimming. 'nils ancient realm of religious liberty is be- 
coming a terrible autocracy. Perhaps one-third of the masses 
are enthusiastic for a system which denies every man his 
penonal liberty. 


April so, Tuesday. Yesterday afternoon George Lansbury, 
English Labour leader and peace agitator, spent two hours*tvith 
Hidcr. I think the visit was manoeuvred by Vpn Ribbentrop 
to encourage pacifist and peace sentiment in England, thereby 
weakening the pressure for increased armaments, perhaps also 
to confiisc French-Englbh relations. 

We had given a luncheon to the Russian Ambassador who is 
leaving soon for Paris and I was not at the Embassy promptly. 
The I.N.S. representative, the very able WjUiam Shirer, called 
me as I was about to leave for Potsdam to visit the old Fred- 


erick II mansion, and told me that Lansbury said to him that 
Hitler spoke highly of President Roosevelt and argued that if 
Roosevelt called ^vorld conference for peace, he, Hitler, would 
co-operate. I was sceptical because Schacht and Von Neurath 
had both said on March 4 that no conference should be called 
undl economic agreements among die greater Avorld powers 
were made. I called die Embassy and asked that a telegram be 
sent to Washington. I had mailed Roosevelt a careful letter 
that day in which I analyzed the situadon here, indicating 
especially the anxiety about war. The defeats of Franco in Spain 
ha\ e done much to check Hidcr’s belligerency temporarilv^ 
Today I had the disagreeable duty of sitting in the cold 
outdoor air on a platform tn the Berlinerstrasse, opposite the 
famous Techmeal CoUegc, and watching along ivlth the rest of 
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the diplomats the great nulitaiy parade in honour of Hitler « 
forty-eighth birthday In spite of the peace avowals which had 
■^been made > cstcrday and all the lessons of lAc tcmble Spanish 
conflict, Hitler stood on a platform for two hours watching 
15,000 soldicn go by and reviewing milhons of dollara isorth 
of war machines of all kinds I have never seen such a huge 
mihtary demonstration in my life « * 

The ^vhole of Germany was allowed a holiday and m Berlin 
^ hundreds of thousands of people were marching the streets to 
- pay tnbute Children were everywhere conspicuous Although 
many distinguished people seem very much opposed to the 
Nazi regime, there seemrf to be nothing but enthusiasm today 
The diplomats were not all of approving frames of mind 
The French Ambassador, whose country did most to start Ger- 
many on Its military course, seemed miserable, although a part 
of his fortune had come to him from huge sales of arms dunng 
the early Hider regime The Turkish Ambassador, m spite of 
ttfe dictatorship m his country, svas depressed to see what vast 
cqmpments Hitler chose to show us Some Latin American re* 
presentatives showed disgust It tvas, of course, most depressing 
to me to be reminded for tivo hours how all European powers 

had abandoned Wilson’s urgent recommendadons of 1918-19*9 
The League of Nations, which promised so much, is ruined As 
,I lolled at Von Neurath, who sat near me, I thought his face 
revealed distress, and when we were leaving and shook hands 
with Dr Schacht, he revealed much unhappmess Itivastohim 
about the same as it was to me I shall not attend another Hitler 
buthday celebration if I am in Berlin next year 

April ns Thursday On Tuesday evenmg General Goenng, 
reported to be ill, burned off to Romc'where he is to see Musso- 
lim on his way to southern Italy for a supposed rest cure 
Hitler went by fiymg machine to Munich where another mih 
tary demonstration was given him on the soth There ivas also 
an exaggerated Party speech by Hess who said that the Fuehrer 
IS the modem Jesus 

Talking Avith the Czechoslovak Mmistcr, I learned that 
Goenng told him some days ago that several attempts to mur- 
der Hitler had been thwarted th» year I received a telegram 
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this morning from Washington announcing that tlic young Jew, 
Helmut Hirsch, who had been condemned to be executed be- 
cause he was accused of trying to murder the famous, or rather" 
infamous, Strcicher of NUmberg, is an American citizen. That 
makes it necessary for me to visit the Foreign Office and insist 
that justice be done and that real evidence of the crime must be ^ 
produced, AritU punishment meted out according to law. 

April ss.-^Sunda^. The German papers feature the meeting of ^ 
Mussolini with Schuschnigg, the Chancellor of Austria, on , 
Friday, April 23,’ in Venice'. There is to be no growth of the' 
Little Entente in the Balkan zone except under the supervision 
ofMussolini and Hitler. This reopens the severe problem about 
which Ministers from Austria and Czechoslovalda have talked 
hopefully of late. Mussolini will not allow these two countries* 
to make a defensive alliance. He will not now permit a Haps- 
hurg restoration although he had for three years promised to 
invade South Germany if Hider tried to invade Austria to st6p 
the Hapsburg movement. Now Germany and Italy are forming 
a solid front against the East as well as the West.' The Haps- 
burg daim is the easiest excuse for Mussolini ; the Balkan coun- 
tries arc sharply dirided on dus issue. 

Tomorrow Goering, who went to Italy on the 20th for his 
health, sees Mussolini, I think to counteract any influence 
Schuschnigg may have had. On May 3, Von Neurath goes to 
.Rome. There is some bargaining about Spain, too. Italy wishes 
to annex Spjun, or at least control it, but for the last month 
things have not been favourable there. What will Von Neurath 
say for Hider? My guess ; If you guarantee us Austria, we ^vill 
guarantee your influence in Spain if England continues her two- 
faced policy. The idea of Italy and Germany is to extend thdr 
power by threats of war, to hasten this business before England 
is fully ready and also before Poland, now uneasier than ever 
unites svith Rumania and the Little Entente. The Foreign 
Minister of Poland is now in Belgrade to negotiate, they say, \vith 
Rumania. If Hitler and Mussolini go to war there will be in- 
surrecUom of thdr peoples. If the Balkan states form a union 
for self, and mutual, defence. Hitler and Mussolini will have to 
stay at home. In case the Spanish Republicans win the struggle 
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there, the spread of dictatorships in Europe will cease, and 
Hitler and Mussolini will fall 

April 27 Tuesday An official of the German Foreign Office, 
ivith us at luncheon today, said to my daughter H^mut Hirscb, 
the Amencan Jew who aimed at kilhng Hitler, cannot be let off 
wth hfe imprisonment He must be executed though he did not 
actually try to commit the enme ' 

There has been no proof shown us and no word about the 
case pnnted The Amencan press has been very restrained m its 
accounts thus far The Germans do not seem to recognize the 
likehhood of violent reaction m the Umted States m case this 
t^venty-year-old boy is executed without evidence of his guilt 
I think he may have been used in a plan of revenge by the 
group of Germans an Prague whose brothers and close friends 
were executed by Hider June 30, 1934, but I think if proof 
cannot be found and published, this f^ow should not be exe- 
cuted I have said this to the Foreign Office officials more than 
once The Germans came back with the statement “The 
American, Simpson, pardoned by us last December, is novf 
making addresses in the Umted States against the Nazi system 
and for the Communists whose propaganda he tried to distribute 
here ” Therefore, they say, “Wc must execute Hirsch ’* I repiy 
That will mean violent press attacks because evidence is bang 
wthhcld from us officially, and from everyone 

Apnl 30 Friday A>v3re that Hitler was holding on May 1 n 
great propaganda assembly, as he did on Apnl 20, im birthday, 

I chose this time for a feiv days’ relaxation from my work A 
week ago the Propaganda Ministry sent me a formal invitation 
I had attended his birthday shoxv which I felt svas a rciiectiOTi 
on Hitler rather than an honour to him That seemed to me 
enough even for a diplomat, so I ivrote that I ivns to be a\\'ay 
and indicated that the Counsellor and stafTwouId attend instead 

This morning at ii o’clock, my wife, daughter and myself, 

beautiful than it has been since last September Wc dro%e over 
the grea^ autobahn to Hano\cr From there wc went to anaent 
Marburg, tlirough GSttingcn, a beautiful country snih peasants 



.DECEMBER 29 , I 936 TO JUNE 4 , 1937 4®9 

in their fields, men and women, hard at Work. Wc spent the 
night in the city where the questionable Von Papen made the 
only free speech.lhat has been delivered in Germany since our 
arrival here. 

May I. Saturday. As we started on our journey towards Ver- 
dun, the wonderful ancient palace on the top of a high hill ^vas 
so appealing 7 that Martha and I climbed the stairways and 
looked at the" marvellous medieval structure. A thousand Nazis 
were shouting and singing in honour of their Fuehrer on one side 
of the hill. Nazi flags were waving, though very few projected 
from the windows of residences. We crossed the Rhine at Co'- 
blenz, drove across the lower end of Luxemburg, went to the 
city of the same name in the afternoon, and then visited Ver- 
dun, where we looked at the graveyards full of dead soldiers 
. and'at the houses wrecked by the Germans during the World 
War. It was a sad view, every field and forest shotving what 
peat bombs had done, 500,000 soldiers are reported to have 
been killed in the struggle here between French and German 
armies. I have never seen anything more condemning of war as 
a method of solving any kind of problem than I saw at Verdun 
and in the miles of land around it. 


May 5. Monday. We visited the famous League of Nations 
building in Geneva this morning. The American representative*,’ 
Arthur Sweetser, relative of some of our internationalist fiiends 
in Chicago, was most kind but discouraged about the future of 
the Wilson scheme which he and I had advocated in 191&-20 inv 
Chicago and the Middle West. He told me much about the 
defeats of League efforts for world peace, and agreed entirely 
wth my offidal reports on the British-French blunders and the 
crime of the Hoare-Laval betrayal of Etluopia in November- 
December, 1935. He said he was sure at the time that if sanc- 
tions had been applied that autumn Mussolini would have been 
compelled to submit to League decisions. 


May 4. Tuesday We set out for Berlin at 10 a.m. over the 
route via Basle, Hadclberg and Frankfurt. It was a beautS,^ 
.ectioa or Europe. Bettveer. Bade and Heidd^eTg. in BaSfl 
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counted forty five \vonien ^^orLing in the fields in ten xracuJ« 
just loobng to Ri> right There were perhaps a few more meot 
though not many young ones Germany has her young men m 
arms She has always had hcrivomcn at work on farms plough 
mg, digging weeds out of wheat fields and planting potatoes 
That IS what they were doing today, sturdy, big handed women 
as active and able as men Americans would be surpnsed to see 
this, and their women, if m the fields, woujd^look far less 
vigorous or able *'1* 

We reached Heidelberg about 8 o’clock and there took the 
autohakn towards Frankfurt where we iwshed to spend the 
night It was a wonderful road like the one between Potsdam 
and Hanover Being late, wc allowed our chauffeur to dnve 
about 90 miles an hour It was dangerous because tyres might 
get hot and explode , however, nothing happened and wc found 
ourselves well located in a good hotel 

May 6 Thursday On Monday, Lord Lothian, Lloyd 
George’s war time secretary, the former Philip Kerr, came to 
Berlin at Hider’s request and he is reported to have had h'i’O 
hours with the dictator He is to be vnth us for luncheon today 
On May 3, Von Neurath was in Rome to talk with Mussohm 
The same day Goenng was m Yugoslavia to talk with their 
^ government chief I shall probably learn a htlle of ivbat this u 
all about within the next few days I believe, though. Hitler and 
his intimates arc uneasy about what is happening m Spam and 
equally anxious about the possibility of a general co-operativc 
. a^angement among the Danube-Balkan states Germany thinks 
she must Control if not annex them but Italy wants to do ihe 
same thmg, especially if Spam recovers its independence 
We had Ambassador Dicckhoff leaving tonight for ^Vashmg 
ton, as honour guest I welcomed him in a bnef speech m 
which I mentioned humorously the low tanff policy of the 
Roosevelt Administration and the freedom of the Piuhppmcs 
The guests laughed except Lord Lothian who pretended after 
ward that he had never heard of our low tariff negotiations 
Dicckhoff replied iviihout referring to these difficult points, 
perhaps afraid of being quoted by German guests 

When wc retired from the dming room I was able to talk a 
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little vvitli Lothian whom 1 had met in London in 1928. He 
was then in private life in London and still quite enthusiastic 
about his former chief, Lloyd George. Now he ridiculed him 
and especially his recent speeches against the Tory British., 
regime. He prtused Hitler for saving Gcnnany in 1933 and 
referred to his long talk of May 3 tvith the Fuehrer, saying 
it \vas mostly about Mussolini and British-German relations, 
now quite critical. Further he was not willing to go, referring 
more than onceto my letter to him in 1935 about the dangerous 
European situation. His hatred of France was revealed t\rice, as 
well as his dislike of Woodrow Wilson’s efforts in 1918-20. I 
could hardly make out just where he belonged in European 
alignments. He seemed to be more a Fascist than any other 
Englishman 1 have met. Recent English criticism of Italy and 
cspcdally Germany >viih reference to their barbarism in Spmn 
bothered him. 

May IS. Wedneiday. After a week of quiet, 1 learn today 
from the press people that my careful letter to Senator Bulkley 
of March i has been violently discussed in the United States 
Senate. My object was twofold: (i) to show how the Supreme 
Court, under Marshall, rendered its decisions claiming the right 
to veto acts of Congress ; (2) to reveal once more ho^v victorious 
parties defeated Presidents Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt, 
and Woodrenv Wilson, their own chiefr clectcd..by*over\vhelin-' 
ing votes, when they tried to do what they had been electe'd to 
do. My conclusion ^vas that democracy in the United States is in 
more danger tlian at any time since Lincoln. ' 

Strange to say, Senators focused on a single sentence at the 
end of my letter in wluch I said a ncar-billiohairc had been re- 
ported to me as favouring a dictatorship, not unlike those in 
Russia, Germany and Italy. There tvas no reference at all to the 
major facts of our past iustory. Fearing something like this 
might happen, I had sent a copy of my letter to Judge Moore, 
asking him to send it to the Richmond Times^Dispatek for 
publication. And about the time the Senate discussion started 
' perhaps the second day, it wasprinted. As yet I have not learned 

what the press in general did. I fear its reporters simply fol- 
lowed the senators attacks. 
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Maj> /j. Saiiirdajf, Clippings came to me revealing what has 
been published about my letter — misrepresentations of a shame- 
ful kind. Senators Borah and King arc my main attackers. Their 
aim was to make it appear absolutely necessary for me to' resign 
my post in Berlin and then testily as to the millionaires vvho 
were being manipulated from European capitals. The State De- 
partment refused to co-operate with thft Senators and I believe 
warned them of tlieir foUy. I sent a telegram to the President 
today calling attention to the fact that no notice” \^as taken of the , 
real argument of my letter. I ako sent one yesterday to Judge 
Moore, asking lum to remind Senator King how the one sen- 
tence had been magnified and to add that I could not give names 
of people who had talked to me confidentially in the United 
’'‘.States about possible dictatorships. I gave the American press 
people here careful summary statements of what I had said and 
why my information as to plans for the dictatorship could not be 
given out. They say full reports of this explanation were pub- 
lished. If so, some corrections may come. 

Not a word has come to me from die German Foreign Office, 
do not think anything has been said in the German papers, 
thdhgh I am sure telegrams have come from the German 
Embtissy jn Washington. The Germans, in my opinion, think 
I might publish a bdok on my sad four years here if they starf 
attacks on me. I am sure the Foreign Office people are half 
sympathy •^vithme, also that its officials are ivisc as to what is 
best to* do and say in such situations. I am ready to resign,^ as 
Washington officiab know. To do nothing here is not appealing 
»to ine. 

: '* May ig, Wednesday. Today I received a cordial letter from 
President Roosevelt in which hc.said he agreed with me about 
the Supreme Court problem and added that this year is the best 
•time to have truthful, frank, national discussion. The letter was 
written just before he left for his Gulf of Mexico vacation trip. 

So he was not in the United States to see how the Senators 
attacked me for the letter I had wittea. The President also 
asked me for my personal ppimon of the new Ambassador, 
Dieckhoff, soon to arrive in Washington. * 
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Judge Moore wotc me also and stated that the Wesident 
has promised the Berlin post to Davies, at present in Moscow, 
or rather on the way via London where he probably spent large 
sums to see the Coronation ceremony on May 12. Moore was 
so sure of this that he did not deliver my last letter to the Presi- 
dent. Prom my point of laew this type of appointment seems so 
improper and unbecoming to our democratic country that I am 
greatly disposed to decline to resign as I had offered to do. The 
' idea of having a man here who speaks no German, is insuffi- 
dently versed in European history or the background of the 
present situation, and is preparing to spend $100,000 a year! 
At any rate, I shall postpone my return to the United. States 
and also give the President my judgment of such a man m so 
important a position. ^ ^ ", 

May so. Thursday. Today a poor seventy-year-old German 
came to see me. He lost everything he had during the inflation 
period and is on the pension list. But he had made an inven- 
tion for preserving wood agmnst fire and thought he could, 
borrow some money and begin a business which would give 
him some property again. He had applied for his' patent, hq 
said, but the government would not ^ow him to register it. 

I was not sure, but he showed me an announcement-which 
indicated that all inventions and dkcoverics, belong^ to tKe 
government. At any rate, he was afraid, expecting ^to be 
arrested if it were known that he saw me, especially as he wished 
lo get a passport to the United States where he hoped he could 
sell hb invention and make a living. I could not encourage 
him because he has no means at all to start ^vith. '' ' 

This is only one of many su(di cases that come to my atten- ^ 
tion. I received a few days ^igo the Rockefeller Foundation 
rc'port for 1936. It show that 1,639 German professors and 
teachers have been dismissed since 1933 and that the Rocke-* 
feller Foundation has given $532,181 to help these poor people. 
The German system prohibits all opposition and criticism* 
it controis itU teaching trom the low-grade schools through the 
univeisities; it tvDl have only one church— based on certain 
andent superstitions before the datvn of German history. The 
system has been operadng only about three years but the people 
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scem'to have surrendered to an amazing extent. Their govern- 
ment has a propaganda chief in the Foreign Office who spends 
millions of dollars a year trying to spread their system over the 
world.. 

The German papers this morning carried violent attach 
upon Cardinal Mundelein of Chicago because he criticized the 
cruel German system before a great audience of priests. Appar* 
cntly, American Catholics are joining the Jewish and other 
church people in attacking the German religious autocracy. 

I had an appointment with Dr. Schacht this morning at 12 
o’clock, I asked Iiim if the new Ambassador, Dieclhoff, hsd 
real authority to negotiate a commerdal treaty with the Uniteo 
States.' He did not say yes or no, but he insisted that he agreed 
with Secretary' Hull as to lowering tariffi and thus moving 
towards world peace. However, he quickly said Hull had pre- 
vented Brazil from giving .Germany a bilateral treaty and a 
credit arrangement. I did not believe this, but he insisted that 
he knew that Hull threatened Brazil with refusal to take coffee 
if s^e made concessions to Germany. 

When Schacht went a step further and said Germany would 
jn^e no other treaties except bflatcral agreements like those 
with Italy, Belgium, and others, I saw he did not agree with 
Hullj^nd he then complained of American opposition. I asked 
rvhimTif he had read the German attack on Cardinal Mundelein 
of Chicago.’ He said, 'TTes.” I then handed him the Rocke- 
fellcr^rcport on the dismissal of 1,639 professors and teachers 
anff" called hh attention to the Rockefeller Institute's gift d 
~S532>i8i, He did not deny the truth of the account, but at 
r once said : “Yes, Catholics, Jews, and teachers suffer in Ger- 
many. It is the effect of the revolution like that of France in 
1789.” I quesdoned tliis. He said it could not be stopped fcr 
years and seemed'rcconcilcd to the arbitrary system which he 
formerly condemned when talking ^vith me, I ivas somewhat 
surprised. The conversation came to an end and''I felt I must 
telegraph the gist of his comment to Washington. There is no 
prospect of improving German— American relations, no chance 
'"at afi, Schacht talked as if the Hitlersystem were permanent. 

jtftry sg- Saturday. As I returned this afternoon from Afagde- 
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burg, I found a letter marked “confidential” on the desk as 
I enlcred the house. It was from Meissner, Hitler’s Private 
Secretary. It was Hitler’s reply to my letter to him of April 
30. I had requested commutation of sentence for poor Hirsch’s 
crime, an "attempt to kill Strcichcr,” they say. My points were 
that he had not done the deed, nor bccii caught trying to do 
it, and that he was an American citizen who would not under 
American law be executed for planning a thing that had not 
' been done. 


Hitler’s reply was that no leniency was possible. Some time 
after reading the letter, I called Meissner on the telephone 
for a brief talk, ffis housekeeper reported that he was out for 
the evaung, I hoped the execution might be delayed, aTl was 
more convinc«i than ever that the young boy .-was at worst a 
dupe in the affair and should not be killed. 7" ' 

Tim mormng I had another cwous case brought to my 
attention. A German tvoman came to me tvith the hope of 
finding a way to emigrate from Germany wth a man to whom 
she h^ been engaged since 1933. The man was an eriginber 
in high public position before Hitler came to power. He was 
a half-Jew. She was an assistant in the French Embassy. But 
the man was dismissed from hb position in 1933. He^tried'to* 
find employment but failed. People w«c forbidden to^'employ 
him. So the marriage was postponed because it >va3 forbidden 
in Germany. ^ -1* 

The woman some time ago lost her position and couId‘hot 
find another. The Sttimer attacked the' couple because of tfa*^ 
continued devotion to each other. She managed to see Hitler- 


hirmelf to ask his tolerance, that is, the right to marry. Hitler 
refused, and the Secret Police took her* fiance’s passport to * 
leave Germany away from lum. Letters to both of 'them were 
seized, especially all from outside Germany.“’The FrSulein 
hoped the American Consulate here irught help her and her 
fianci to go to' the United Sutes where they had kinspeopic 
but could not hear from them because letters were ah^mys 
stopped. • * ^ 

It seemed to me o sad case, but I could hardly sec how- 
anything could be done. She said if nothing could be doM they 
were going to shp across the Frendh' border and the French 
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Ambassador had promised to help them if they were an-csted 
for want of passports 

Another illustrative fact of a day or two ago was the way 
the dead bodies of the Htnienhurg duastcr were boned at 
Frankfurt on May aa The HitJcr distnct leader there had 
charge The people who accompanied the bodies to tlie ceme- 
tery were uniformed Storm Troopers, Black Shirt compames, 
and the Hitler Jugendt tens of thousands of them The civilians ^ 
were crowded off the streets or stood in the rear when services 
were conducted Although Catholic and Protestant pnests 
■' and people were present, the leader, Sprengcr, made no refer 
ence to God or any possible salvauon of souls except that con- 
tained in the ancient pagan behef “They had gone to their 
Valhalla ” This seems to indicate that Rosenberg’s religious 
system IS being accepted No complaints were reported m 
Frankfurt at tlus new-old religious service When the buna! 
was finished, a great volley of guns was fired and military 
planes fle^v over the crowd 

May 31 Monday As usual after some months here, I have 
a pprsutent headache Yesterday was a busy day, although it 
was Sunday T spoke at the Amencan Church on Decoration 
Day, ray subject being “Do unto others as you would have 
then^ do unto you” — from St Matthew vu My idea was to 
show how men nearly ^ways lose a war, even those who win 
the last battles To avoid being misquoted by the press people 
in the Urated States, I gave a brief outline to the Amencan 
press in BerUn I spoke half an hour to a perfectly still audi 
ence I fear no German paper will print a ivord this week, as 
It was about peace 

Having received a note Saturday afternoon that Hirsch was 
to be executed, I went to Von Ncurath today to see if he could 
not influence Hider to respect American law _Von Neurath 
indicated sympathy with my attitude and shid'he would see 
Hitler tojnorrow morning and present the case,*at least to ask 
delay 

y- Since everybody was excited about the bombarding of a 
German war vessel off the eastern coast of Spam and the kill 
mg 'of more than twenty Germans, I asked Von Ncurath hoiv 
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it had happened. He declared he did not know, but he said he 
had opposed the German bombing of a Spanish city in return. 
He insisted that he had urged once more that Germany agree 
to the tvithdrawal of all troops that were fighting in Spain, but 
he was doubtful whether the Non-Intervention Commission in 
London could do anything, Germany and Italy having with- 
dratvn. He indicated that the situation was dangerous. 

June s. Wednesday. I went this afternoon to see Meissner, 
Hitler’s secretary, and stressed again the injustice of executing 
Hirsch with no evidence given to us or to our government. L 
^ also told Mm Secretary Hull had telegraphed me again to ask 
delay or, if proof was conclusive, a life sentence. He Said it 
^vas proved that Hirsch was to have bombed and destroyed the 
Nazi Party building in Ntlmbcrg and to havchillcd Streichcr, 
the notorious Jew hater, editor of the S{Qmer, but Meissner 
agreed that consideration should be given to American law 
since Hirsch was an American dtizen. He promised to see 
Hitler Wednesday morning and present my appeal. But he 
indicated that executions were done in secret in Germany and 
that he feared the Fuehrer would not even delay it. 

The Spanish situation looks a little easier, but Tep6rts’'comc 
that airplanes, submarines, ships and German soldiers are 
, already on the way to Spain. The ne^v English Ambassador 
here is reported to be in full sympathy with the German-Italian 
aggression in Spain. His name is Henderson, and he was in. • 
Argentina several years before coming here. He had already’ 
revealed his complete pro-Franco attitude, seemingly unaware 
of the dangers to England. He is also reported to have in- 
formed the German Government that England would make 
. no objections if Hitler seized Auttria and Caecboslovakia.. 
hliss Schulz, correspondent of the Chicago Tribune, re- 
ported this^^emoon that Von Neurath is leaving Berlin on 
June 7 to visit the governments of Yugoslavia, Hungary, and 
Bulgaria- My guess is that Ms mission is to defeat the efforts 
of Austria, Czechoslovakia and Rumania to enlarge the Little 
Entente for mutual protection. This visit seems also the logical 
outcome of the plan to help Italy conquer Spain. Germany 
will then advance its thousand-vear aim tn r.t 
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subordinate all the Balkan countries. Italy is to be the master 
of the Mediterranean area except for France, and Germany 
the master of the 80,000,000 people all the way to Greece. 
Information today is sad. 

"'•June 3. Thursday. I made two revealing if ineffective visits 
this afternoon. I saw tlic French Ambassador at 5 p.m. He 
agrees as to the imminent dangers of today, Italy taking Spain, 
and Germany, later, taking the Balkan states. He said Vori 
Neurath had told liim Tuesday that he had prevented or at 
least argued successfully in a Cabinet session Monday against 
Germany’s continuing her bombing in Spain. Tlus is stronger 
than what I had learned Monday. 

\Vheh I indicated our troubles about Hirsch, he said he 
knew about' the case but was not siuprised at Hitlers 
attitude.^ Then he added: know that Mussolini ordered 

the killing of the King of Yugoslavia when he landed^ to 
Marseilles two years ago. That is the dictator’s way of doing 
things.” 

From the French Embassy I went directly to the German * 
Forci^ Office, where Von Maclensen, son*in«Iaw of Von 
Neurath, cold me that his father-in-law had argued svith Hitler 
Tuesday morning, as he had promised to do, against the execu- 
tion of Hirsch. He then said Meissner had seen Hitler tliis/ 
morning and again at 2 this afternoon lo warn him about the 
international repercussions of the case, but, he added, *‘ffitler 
would not even postpone the execution and Hirsch is to be 
beheaded tomorrow mormng at sunrise.” There is no way to 
stop it. I reminded him of previous German blunders in rela- 
tions withjthe United States. He agreed, but gave no indication 
of a better understanding of things. 

June 4. Fridcy. The poor Hirsch had his head^chopped off 
this morning at sunrise. When the press representatives came 
to me I felt compelled give the facts about the'execution and 
all ouf ^orts to save his life, though we never claimed com- 
plete innocence on his part. This young Jew, not unnaturally, 
may have listened to the advice of persecuted Germans outside 
the country and may have wished to kill Streicher svhosc one ' 
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profession for five years has been to. persecute Jews and drive 
them out of the country. 

With all the troubles people have in Europe, the United 
States also sho^vs rather sad evidence of abuses there which 
Tnay, after a while, lead to troubles for the democracy which 
all of us hoped to achieve, and which wc actually believed ih 
though it has not been really practised on a national scale. 

Governments which claim to be democratic, that is, claim to 
be acting always for the good of their peoples, often abuse 
thdr opportunifies. Bu^this is only a mild criticism of what has 
taken place in all greater countries since the end of the World 
War. I can*t forget the published reports that American and 
British arms manufacturers defeated the League of I^ations’ 
peace efforts more than once. Soon after -coming here, I 
learned the Trench mumtions makers had helped Hitler to 
power. Is it possible for mankind to be just and fair? Is it 
possible for governments and powerful corporations to act in 
the'interests of the masses of men? 



XII 

June 5 , jg^y to September 28, ig$8 

June 5. Saturdy/. This has been a hard week, with the Ger- 
man bombing of helpless people in Almeria, Spain, early Mon- 
day mommg, and the refusal to grant Hirsch any consideration 
at all, though our government repeatedly asked lor actual 
proof, and consideration of our law since the man had not 
actually been caught trying to murder Streicher. But treatment 
of peoples is more arbitrary than it has been since the hfiddle 
Ages. What is lo come of all this one cannot say : German 
domination of all Europe or another war? 

Juru 14, Mctiday. We had a luncheon party yesterday'for 
" Colonel Knox, candidate last year for the Vice-Presidency of 
the United States. We had Dr. Von Ktihlmann, a former Ger- 
man Foreign Secretary, and Captain Wiedemann, a personal 
adviser and companion to Hitler. The Ambassador from Ar- 
gentina sat on my nght, trying hard to speak English. Some 
leading newspaper correspondents were present too: Lochncr,*' 
Ebbutt of the tendon Times; Sbirer of the Hcarst press; and 
Deuel of the Chicago Daily JfeivSf Knox’s paper for the last 
six years 

Knox surprised me, he having been a sturdy Repubh’can all 
his life, by talking in a friendly way about John L. Lewis, the 
powerful G.I.O labour organizer who has caused so many sit- 
down strikes all over the United States. Knox said he had 
known Lewis a long time (he %vas a Republican labour chief 
until 1932) and had seen him just before he left the United 
^ States He thinks Lmvis svilJ be a candidate for the Democratic 
'' nomination in 1940, and having practically all labour organiza- 
tions bcl^d lum, he will bolt the Democratic convention if 
not nominated and^ then run as a labour independent. TJjls, 
Knox said, would give the Republicans their chance to regain 
control of the country, but, he added, his party must be liberal 
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if it wants to win. From his talk I inferred that he and leading 
Republicans arc already encouraging Lewis. Knox talked as 
though he agreed wth most of what Roosevelt has done or is 
trying to do, and I inferred further that he is bepnning liis 
own moves for the Republican nomination. He has spent a 
month-in Europe, has had talks with Mussolini and otlicisjn 
Italy, but ivill not see Hitler or Gocring while here. 

Saturday Stalin executed eight Russian Red Army generals. 
They were supposed to be intriguing with Germany, even with 
Fascists in France, for the overthrow of the Soviet Govern- 
ment. It has been charged that the Russian generals had prom- 
ised to give Germany the Ukraine and break off the treaty 
with France and Crcchoslovakia. What was really behind it 
all I can hardly judge, but Wiedemann, who sat next to me at 
the table yesterday, said that he had to gct'^all possible in- 
formation he could Saturday and Sunday and telephone it to 
Hitler, then at Berchtesgaden near the Austrian border. That 
made one wonder if some of Hitler’s chiefs had not been doing 
something in Russia. 

However, the German papers treat the matter as one of the 
barbaric crimes of modem history, never intimating that Hifler 
and Goering killed hundreds of their German opponents in 
June and early July, 1934. High officers of the German army 
, held a meeting in Berlin and compelled Hitler to confess some 
of his crimes. Nor was there* any published evidence of the 
guilt of any of Hitler’s opponents. Curious now to find that' 
Goebhels, who had a big share in the German murders of 1934, 
is in control 'of all the German papers denouncing Russia’s 
executions. • • ' 

June 17. Thursday. Hitler has made a speech to young - 
Italians just at the time when the papers are boasting of the 
peace talk with England which Von Neurath is going to Lon- 
don to'negotiate. Hitler talked of his readiness for war. People' 
in the United States seem detennined to stay neutral even] 
facing a Europe under the control of a single dictatorship ^ 
The preoccupation of European powers with the events in 
Spain the last tivo weeks, and vdth happenings in Russia, seems 
to have given HiUer, Goering and their fellows the first oppor- 
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tumty they have had since jhey came to power to annex parts, 
if not all, of Czechoslovakia Austria they would like to ha\c 
too, but they can’t be sure what Mussohm would do The Ger- 
man dictators crave annexation without war, as they are bank 
nipt and foodstuffs are very scarce The bought of the last 
three weeks seems to have cut wheat and other foodstuff crops 
by about 30 per cent over one-half of Germany 

Last Monday, when peace talks with England began, five 
Protestant preachers were arrested, Jacobi of the Kaiser Wil 
helm I Memonal Church, who has talked over his religious 
freedom problems with me, being the most promment At the 
same time arrests in Munich and searches of the Catholic 
bishop of Cologne were made The London Titms correspon- 
dent says his paper refuses to prmt more than half his stontf 
now, but the Manchester Guardian publishes accounts which 
seem to reach it through secret channels via the Foreign 
OlHce in London 

June so Sunday My >«fc and I had dinner yesterday even- 
ing with the Latvian Minister Nearly all the guests were of 
independent minds in conversation, which is unusual for Berlin 
The Minister is not a nch man and his bouse and dining room 
showed modest but entirely adequate conveniences He made 
It plain to me in the very beginning that he u opposed to the 
Nazi dictatorship, also that be is uneasy about the outcome 
of the London conference between Germany, England, France, 
and Italy The French Ambassador, Franfois-Poncct, sat oppo- 
site me at the table and was free to speak even before guests ^ 
about the dangers ahead, but he never acknow ledges the blun- 
der his country made in January, 1935, in promising Ethiopia 
to Italy and forcing the League of Nations into its last great 
defeat ^ 

The Latvian "Military Attach^, who sat on my right, spoke 
freely of the dangerous probable consequences of Russia’s 
weakening position The Czech Minuter was more concerned 
jivuii l!ie threats to Jxts Jjuudr .Hr lite 

dnft of things rev’ealed in the Majuhesttr Guardian, wonder 
ing whether JleneJ could make fncndly approaches to Hiller 
after the daily press attacks m Germany against iiu gosem- 
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mcnt. He reported that he had made a formal protest to the 
German Porcign Office about falsehoods as to his government’s 
encouraging maltreatment of Germans in Czechoslovakia. His 
^vife said to my wife: “If Germany attacks our country, Russia 
will come at once to our defence.** I doubt this, unless France 
attacks Germany in the Rhine zone. ‘ 

Sitting wth the Latvian Minister and the French Ambassa- 
dor after dinner, I raised the Spanish problem. The French- 
man was hopeless and said Blum would be overthrown inj 
two days. 1 doubt this, but I know the situadon is dangerous 
in Paris. Fran5ois-Poncet then said England is going to yield 
to the German demands in the Near East. Will that mean war? 
Tasked. He said: “No, perhaps not at once, because France is 
so pacifist.” He said, however, that he had rented his summer 
house here, near Potsdam, on the condition that he may give 
it up in a month. He is really afraid war tvill break out about 
the end of July. 

I do not believe this because Germany’s foodstuffs are limited 
and Hitler intends to take Austria or Czechoslovakia without 
war. Russia is the only really uncertain power. The French 
Ambassador also said to me that he knew the Germans had 
been dealing with Russian generals to overthrow the Stalin 
government, perhaps to procure for Hitler the coveted Ukraine. 


June 23. Wednesday. Thus far we have had an anxious 
week. On Monday, the papers described the fall of the'Bluml 
government in Paris. With Russia in its supposed ^veakcned 
position and the Popular Front in France (30 per cent. Com- 
munist! fallen, Hitler apparendy thought the time Was ap- 
proaching for lum to dictate to Europe. So he told Von Neurath 
"he was not to go to Tonaon. The English had apparently made 
liberal promises to Germany, but Hiller, it seems, demanded 
more, cither in Spam or in the CzechosIovak-^Austrian region 
perhaps in both. England had indicated it could not go farther 
and Hitler stood on his sensational demands and so refused to* 
allow Von Neurath to attend the London conference 
TuKday the Propaganda liamtcr, Gocbbds, madc'a violent 
speceb agamst Russia, CzechoslovaHa. France nnd England, 
and the papers loudly denounced Foreign Minister Eden fo^ 
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having said he could not make further concessions. We had 
reports from the Foreign Office, as also from the British Em- 
bassy, that Henderson, the British Ambassador, had practically 
delivered a lecture to Von Ncurath, aimed at Hitler. He had 
done his best for two montlts to help Germany and England 
settle Spanish difficulties, perhaps even Germany’s claims to- 
^vards the east. Just as success seemed about to be won, Hitler 
had broken off negotiations. Henderson called it pure folly 
and sho^ved his o^vn anger. 

When I saw Von Neurath at his annual charity reception, 
he showed a disposition to talk. I said : I am sorry you are 
not going to London to settle that long-draivn-out Spanhh 
war. He at once replied that he too was sorry and othenvise 
indicated his realization of Hitler’s arbitrary blunder. There 
were i‘,ooo guests on Von Neurath’s laAvn. Several diplomats 
showed their sympathy with Von -Neurath, even the French- 
man, the Latin Americans, and especially the Ministers from 
the Danube-Balkan states. ' ^ ^ 

Today it is reported that Mussolini is displeased ivith Hitle^ 
decision, that the German army officers are equally dissatisfied 
because they hoped to get their forces out of Spain, and that 
Hitler himself is for once embarrassed, I doubt this last. Any- 
way, we telegraphed the violent press attacks on England and 
the reported restiveness here, in spite of press behaviour, hfy 
opinion is that Hitler hoped to get what he wanted because 
France and Russia were so upset, and hoped to alienate 
England from France. 

Concerned about the British attitude, I went to see Ambassa- 
dor Henderson. The first point discussed was my t^vO'ycar 
advocacy of British-Araerican commercial co-operation and 
lower tarifis. The Ambassador said he agreed entirely. But ^vhen 
’I -asked him about his government's attitude towards Germany 
he said: “My^govemment has been unwise in its relations wth 
.Germany. I told Von Neurath that, and also told him Hitler's 
decision to keep Von Ncurath at home was equally umvisc." 

He turned to a general discussion of things; “Germany 
under Hitler’is rcaemng the Bismarck policy of annexing all 
European peoples of German docent, Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
and other countries.” Although I fiad suspected Henderson 
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was inclined to favour German annexations, I did not think he 
would go so far m his statements He then added : “Germany 
must dominate the Danube-Balkan zone, wluch means that she 
is to dominate Europe England and her Empire is to dominate 
the seas along with the United States England and Germany 
must come into close relations, economic and political, and con- 
trol the world ” He said; “France is a back number and un- 
worthy of support Franco is to control Spain.” He seemed not 
to be aware of British-Amcrican opposition to the ruthless Nazi 
treatment of Catholics, Protestants and Jews I wonder if Am- 
bassador Henderson really represents his government? What 
would happen to Bntain if Germany annexed all the peoples 
all the way to the Black Sea? * 


l>ctwtcn the publisher and 

My'oEAKSn., > 6 (*, 194.. 

*0 publuh the diary kept by \V 511 iam E Dodd dunne the 

penod of hu duty as United States Ambassador to the Gennan Rwen 
1937^ on a separate sheet a passage under the date 23rd June, 

me that Mr Dodd may have misunderstood vou If so I 
.hould be very gUd to publoh e footoote by you eortect.TluJ “memSt 
Yours truly. 

The Rt. Hon Sir Ncvile Henderson, P C , K C M Goixancz 

St James s Club '' 

106 Piccadilly, 

London W 1, 


Sir, 


Januaiy and, 1941 


Doddb\l;TtS;Fre“iVe'„ro'„'S^^^^^ 

of it mysdf and can therefore only tell you what 1 fniokt recollection 

1 couiruo. pottjbly buve ta,d Ve.?^ '"K,' D*,' 
account is so mislcadmg in any case “ " Uodd s 

Take for instance the first statement attrihutw! tts 1. . > 

I could not possibly have said to Hitler that it was Neurath ^ 

at home ” Undoubtedly this really rcTcrs to Hitler’s Neurath 

■ruivi i-W wSuTSh”' ' 

And It IS the same with the general ducuMinr, . 
that I should have spoken, as Dodd records mconceivablc 

“Czechoslovakia and other countries”. What I viL annexing 

that Hitler was pursuing the Bmnarci 
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June 30. Wednesday. I heard from a friend today distressing 
ne\vs about the nesv Under-Secretary of State, Sumner Wdlcs 
According to the story as I hear it, six senators secured his 
appointment by threatening quietly to vote against Roosevelt’s 
Supreme Court reform if he did not name WcUes^to the post 
He ivas Ambassador to Cuba early in the Roosevelt regime 
His conduct there was most embarrassing, I have heard 
He has one of the greatest houses in Washington, ivith fif- 
teen servants, and another house for summer use in hfaryland. 
He prides himself on spending twee as much as Secretary HuU 
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and gives parties hardly matched by any of tlic Ambassadors 
in AVashington. I \vas a little surprised to read a day or t-Nvo 
ago in the press that Roosevelt had spent a Sunday with Welles 
at his Maryland mansion. Politics is a strange game, even wth 
a real manlike Roosevelt. 

July 6 . Tuesday. President Quezon of tlic Philippines came 
to call and to indicate his objeedve: to see what Germany is 
like, to talk with Hitler, and also to discuss possible trade agree- 
ments. I had met Quezon about 1912 when he was lecturing in 
Chicago for Philippine independence. He seems quite able and 
thoughtful. The independence of his country is his basic ideal 
ih life and it seems about to be realized, but he showed some 
t uneasiness about Japan and expressed the hope that Germany 
might recover her colonial possessions in the Par East. I thought 
he preferred this because it might prevent Japan from annexing 
his country. He also dreaded the time when American, tariffs 
would be applied in the Philippines. 

July IS. Monday. George S. Messersmith, American Minister 
to Austria, called. He is soon to succeed Under-Secretary Carr 
in our State Department, Carr having been in the position for 
forty years. • 

I reported to Messersmith that the Austrian Minister in Ber- 
lin had shown much anidety to me about the fate of his country 
as we were walking together privately in the Tiergarten. Mes- 
sersmith said the concern was due to conversations between the 
British Ambassador here, Henderson, and an important official 
from Vienna. The British Ambassador said Austria, being Nazi, 
must be annexed to Germany. This was at once reported to 
bdnusdniuKg,'fne'Cnanjrd£ior o1 Austna, and that led to imme- 
diate telegrapWc inqiuries in London. 

Schuschnigg was sadsGed by denials from ‘Minister Eden, 
but Messersmith added that he was still expecting trouble when 
he left Vienna, especially about the Hitler conferences in Berch- 
tesgaden, Von Papen having made demands which could not 
be accepted. Messersnuth said Austria would go to war if Hitler* 
sent an army into the country: Something like this is always 
happening. 
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Karl von Wiegand called this afternoon, having been in 
tria recovering from an illness contracted in Spain. He said 
that Austria is still in great amacty, but that he talked an hour 
in Munich ^vith General von Rciclienau, one of the foremost 
officers in the army, and the general was most impatient with 
the Fuehrer who is committed to open intervention in Spanish 
affairs. Von Reichenau said the army in general is by no means 
in sympathy with the Hitler system, but that Hitler has greatly 
increased tlie S.S. forces, taken the best yoiuig officers from the 
army and built up the S.S. for personal purposes. Five thousand 
S.S. troops are kept in Munich all the time, with other units scat- 
tered over Germany. The idea seems to be to guard against 
any internal or army revolt. AH policemen are also taken from 
the S.S. and are exceedingly well trained. 

July 13. Tuesday. The CWnesc Ambassador called this moro- 
express his appreciation of American sympathy nt the 
moment the Japanese attacks were beginning in North China 
again. He add^ : "Japan chose this moment to attack China 
because Russia is in such a domestic difficulty that she cannot 
give us any aid. The Japanese military people are also prtss^ 
for war at this moment because they think a victory in China 
would restore the government’s popularity with the people who 
have voted twice in recent elections overwhelmingly against the 
present regime.” While I do not know enough of the situation 
in the Far East to be too certain of his statement, I think his 
analysis is reasonably logical and seems to be correct. The 
Ambassador showed great concern, but said his government 
would fight desperately against Japan. 

July Wednesday. In view of the international difficulties 
and dangers J called on Secretary von Ncurath of the Foreign 
Office this morning at 12 o’clo<i. As I entered the Foreign 
Office,, the Japanese Ambassador ^vas leaving. Von Neurath 
said to me that Russia is provoking the Chinese to fight the 
Japanese. When I told him what the Chinese Ambassador had 
said yesterday, Von Neurath insbted tliat Russia was the insti- 
gator, but he added Germany is willing to support the United 
States and England if they negotiate a peace in the Far East. 
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,\Vhca I asked about the Spanish* situation, he replied that 
Mussolini is no longer insisting that Germany send more men 
and ammunition to Spain. What specific conclusions one may 
draw is not quite clear, but all statements as to the Spanish 
war seem to indicate that a solution favourable to Germany 
and Italy is being arrived at. 

I am more inclined to accept the Chinaman’s conversation 
as true than I am that of any high German official. Von 
Neurath is personally opposed to much that Hitler does, but 
he always surrenders. 

July so. Tuesday. Upon the request of Secretary Hull I 
called on Von Mackensen, Under-Secretary here, this afternoon. 
For half an hour I tried to learn what^^Germany really thinks 
of the United States protests against war in the Far East., All 
I could get from him was : “Russia secretly helps both Japan 
and China in the hope of iveakeiung both powers.” Germany, 
he said, was equally friendly to both Japan and China and not 
disposed to help cither side. When I inquired about his attitude 
towards the Hull memorandum which I had been asked to pre- 
sent, he said he could not give me a \vritten reply as Von Ncu- 
rath IS away undl September i, and he was leaving tomorrowj 
but he insisted that Germany approved the British and Ameri- 
can protests agmnst the war in the Far East, except that no 
official support could be given. I had some doubts. 

Then he entered into a discussion of American-Brazilian 
trade relations as operating to defeat German trade there. 
When I said the cause of the American attitude was simply its 
opposition to German export subsidies when they sent goods to 
Brazil, he acknowledged that these subsidies were being granted 
whereas a month ago when he protested to me about our trade 
arrangement he had said Germany gave no subsidies. When I 
insisted he had said tlierc were no subsidies, he replied, “No 
I did not say so.” However, I know he did say so and 1 1 
reported to Washington his denial. «• 

Not satisfied with the Foreign Office statements about the 
Far East, I went to see the French' Ambassador. He said Russia 
. had nothing to' do with the Far Eastern outbreak, but added 
that if Russia does enter the war on the Chinese side there will 
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be a European ^var. When I asked about Germany and Sp^Oi 
he said Hitler talked to him last Sunday as if he Av^fawly 
certain the \var there is soon to end. Ilien Frangois-Ponce 
added: "Italy’s internal troubles and opposition are so 
that Mussolini Avill not send more troops to Spain.’ I 
doubts though 1 can beUeve the Italian people arc opposed to 
continued participation in the Spanish war. 

The Frcncli Ambassador spoke of the propaganda meei- 
ing for fmc arts last week-end in Munich. He said lu er 
speech ^va 3 almost childish. When I asked him about . 

ance at the NUmberg Party Congress next Septembw, he sja*. 
“All other diplomats have indicated that they . 

have asked my government whether I should go. They ° 
anstver, so I told Bolo^v-Schwantc, in charge of P^tocol, w 
I could -attend only one day and not listen to the ' 

speeches." This wiU be the first time embassadors from dm 
cratic countries have attended. I told him I could no 
suchTafty propaganda meetings. I have not done so mi cm 
not do so unless ordered by my government, wluch w ould 1 
to my resignation. I do not care to sit by qmetly and listen m 
ffitlcr and Goebbels denounce democracies. He agreefl, 
added, “Wc may all have to attend to avoid trouble. 


July SA. Saturday. My wife and I left our home at i045 a 
and drove to Hamburg by 5 . 3 °. having 
on the way for luncheon. I got my room on the (Ay J 
more promptly and the ship sailed slowly down 
7p.m. 


July s6. Monday. Yesterday there ^vas what they call_ 
choppy sea and nearly everybody ^vas seasick. I got on s ^ 
board worn out vrfth a headache from which I had mnerco 
t^vo months, also a nervous Indigestion which troubled me so 
' that I ate nothing for thirty hours. 

RepdHs from Eerim say that many more Protestant prcachw 
have been arrested, fifty-seven in jail, Nicraoeller’s brother 
among them. T^vo Germans who hved near the Polish boun- 
dary were executed Friday because they were reported to have 
told Poles what the German army plans were. The same arbi- 
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traiy treatment of all opponents, Catholics, Protestants, Jews, 
and, of course, indiscreet talkers, continues. The totalitarian 
state idea goes on wthout moderation. I have hoped to leave 
Germany permanently for more than ttvo years. What the 
President will say this time I can’t guess, but I can hardly 
stand such an atmosphere. 

4. Wednesday. We arrived early this morning at Nor- 
folk. We drove to Round Hill before 5 o’clock in the afternoon. 
The farms all the way looked very prosperous, the ancient 
region of Virginia far more so than I had expected. From 
Leesburg to Round Hill, crops looked still better. 


August //. Wednesday. After a week of light work on my 
farm, repairing damaged roads and moving the old smoke 
house to a better location, I was with President Roosevelt for 
luncheon. A score of men were waiting to see him >vl\en I came 
away. The President is greatly troubled about the danger of 
war and also the continued depression in the United States. 
He talked most frankly for an hour. 

He SMd: “I wish you to return to Berlin for two or three 
months. When you retire I have promised Ambassador Davies, 
now in Russia, to appoint him your successor." 

Mr. Roosevelt had heard that I had been announced as one 
of the speaken at the WiUiamstown Institute of Human Rela- 
tions early in September. He urged me to go and "speak the 
truth about thinp.” I told him I had been asked to speak be- 
fore some Virginia and North Carolina universities, but I added 
that I was not quite well and needed a real vacation. He urged 
me to accept all the invitations I could. It was plain that he 
wshed me to interpret and discuss American and international 
problems as best I could. 


After the conference in the White House, I saw Secretary 
Hull, who surprised me by reporting that Ambassador Dieck- 
hoff had protested to lum on August 6 against an fnterview 
published on the 5th, on my arrival. I had not mentioned Ger- 
many or events there, though I referred to Martin Luther and 

T in what I said 

Mr. Hull had said at once to Dieckhoff: "I agree entirely with 



432 JUNE 5, 1937 TO September 28, 1938 
what our Ambassador said and cannot sec how a protest can be 
made ” The Secretary and I talked nearly an hour, and we 
were as much in agreement -about European affairs as we have 
been from the beginning He made it plain that he did not 
wish Davies to be Ambassador to Bcrlm and he seemed glad to 
know I had been urged to return even for three months 

My good fnend Judge R Walton Moore, now Counsellor to 
the Department, advised me to call on the new Under-Secrc 
tary, Sumner Welles I have long believed Welles was opposed 
to me and everything I recommended Hoivevcr, I sent my 
card to Mr Welles’ office and offered to call, but he was 
engaged and I did not care to wait and so returned, dnving 
my own car, to the farm 

Washington ivas more crowded with automobiles than I had 
ever before noticed It was difficult to travel or even walk in 
the aty It took me nearly an hour to get to a store where I 
bought a box for filing letters, the store being only three blocM 
from the State Department On the way home, hundreds and 
hundreds of cars were on the road The man on Pennsylvania 
Avenue from whom I bought some gas said “Washington has 
700,000 automobiles though her population is hardly 600,000 
I was glad to get out of the city 

September 4 Saturday This rooming I read in the Nciv York 
Herald Tribune a paragraph of a confidential letter I had sent 
to Secretary Hull advising against attendance at the NUrnberg 
party show by Prentiss Gilbert, now our Charge d’Affaires m 
Berlin There was also reference to a telegram I had sent him 
from Wilhamstoivn, also protesting strongly against this viola- 
tion of our 150-ycar old diplomatic custom of not attending 
official party celebrations in foreign countries 

The Jetter^had been sent ten days before I left for WiBiams- 
town, for Judge Moore to band to Secretary Hull mthout let 
ting anyone else sec it Now it has been published m the press 
as if I had said it publicly at Williamstown, only a few days 
jffrcr ‘ur/fotTi ’mA -irp«a Vwt pra^Aent Ti set lor lour j ears, Vf 
attending Hitler’s great Nazi propaganda spectacle 

September 30 Thursday I ivent to Washington to attend the 
funeral of my distinguished and almost life-long friend. Dr 
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J. F. Jameson, long-time editor of the American Historical 
Review and at the time of his sudden death assistant national 
librarian. It was a sad occasion, many of my former historical 
friends and associates there. He was the most learned historian 
I had ever seen. Now he is gone, about seventy-eight years old. 

October 18. Monday. After arranging some work to be done 
by Tom Reed, a good tenant in one of my houses, I set out for 
New York again to begin my journey once more to Berlin. The 
State Departnient had arranged for me to go on October 20 
and Secretary Hull had said to me the preceding Friday, I 
believe, that the President at his home, Hyde Park, New York, 
^vished to talk tvith me again. I had talked tvith him a second 
time about the middle of September. So I asked my son to meet 
me again at New Brunswick, N.J. It was a long drive. I 
reached my destination at 5 p.m. and William was at the door 
of the Wilson Hotel. He drove for me then and we were in 
his apartment early in the evening, a quiet place to rest even 
iiv New York City. When I was just going to sleep, the Presi- 
dent’s secretary called me and said I was expected there at 1 1 
o’clock tomorrow, which means another early start. 

October 1$. Tuesday. Driving over the wonderful New York 
parkways, we reached the President’s house — a marvellous 
place — at 11.30. 

The President revealed his aradety about foreign affairs, dis- 
cussed the Japancse-Chinesc situation, and talked of the possi- 
bilities of the Brussels peace conference which Norman Davis 
is to attend for him. One thing troubled him : Could the United 
States, England, France and Russia actually co-operate? If so 
the Japanese could be halted and the dictators of Europe finally 
be brought to some more peaceful position. I could see little 
chance of real co-operation when England had refused so long 
to make a treaty with the United States even on trade'inatters 
Before ^ve finished I urged again that he appoint Professor 
ShoPivell of Columbia as my successor in Berlin. He said he 
would appoint either Shotwell or a service man, Hugh Wilson 
now in the State Department. I told him a second time he 
ought, if possible, to appoint Shotwell because of his university 
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connections as well as his national reputation as a scholar, e 
airrced wth me on this, but did not commit hims^. 

^cr the conversation was over, William and I ^ j. 

,0 lunch .vith the President, his mother, ““"Jl 

Washington. It was a delightful occasion. ^ 11 ^ ^ 

dent, he sold agnin: “Write m' to 

Europe. 1 can read your handtvnung very I P™®" ,o 

rvrite him such confidential letters, but how shall I get them 

him unread by spies? rwintam’s IKends 

Last night I attended a meetmg of some of Wdhain 

who are with the peace organization for ^ J^vell’s 

iectures. Some trventy peace advocates ali “PP'°^^ r to 

recent speech in Chicago in which he almost 

stop the Japanese m China and the Itahans iri P ; 

prised me a little. The spokesman of one J^cc. 

organization said American neut^ty would 

He® thought a boycott f >P- co»^^ 

my son to lecture on the meatung “f boycott to the m 

Columbia professors, busmess men, and joumaints ere 

people present, and one very acUve woman, ^at _ 

night; the some ideas were discussed vigorously this evemng 

Orieinzo. WMa^. George P- Btett, Jr., president of ^ 

MacmUlan Company, called to leave a copy uf 
OU South: StruggUs M Dmoaacy, svhich ''= P“^ 

October 26 He also urged .»*" but did 
volume. The Old South: Our Ftre/ Amtnetm Socul 
not say I should resign my posiuon which I had ezpecK ^ 
September i. I could not promise how just 

ready. Not a line is written yet. He said that the volu 1 
out was considered very interesting by his critical . 

proof-readeis. I thanked him for the iUustrations which Uaa noi ^ 
been easy to get. * .. 

When he departed other people came, so that I tvas 
until the ship was about to start. I had spent tt\’0 and a hall 
months in the United States, but I had the same sort of nervous 
headaches which plagued me when I sailed from Hamburg on 
July 24. 

October ZQ- Friday. In Berlin once more. ^Vhat can I do? 
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Jiovmber 3. Wednesday. I have had three busy days read- 
ing documents and recent newspapers to get the drift of things. 
It has been decided that I am to leave Berlin for good about 
March 1, 1938. The President indicated that date though I had 
asked to be relieved September 1, 1937. He seemed to me to 
^vish 1 would slay a few months longer on account of the em- 
barrassing pressure of men like Davies, now at Moscow, and 
Thomas Watson who also ivishcs to be here. I feci I must go 
because of the unbearable tension of Nazi Germany, my in- 
creasing years, and the difficulty of writing the other volumes 
of my Old South if I tvait much longer. 

In the Embassy office, engagements to see people are as 
frequent as formerly. On Monday, Senator James Lewis of 
Chicago spent an hour talking confidentially about the Presi- 
dent, American economic conditions, and foreign dangers. 
Much as he has travelled about Europe, he showed ignorance 
of real American policies. 

Tuesday Dr. Cheng, the'Chlnesc Ambassador, spent half an 
hour cxpl^ning Ids government’s position and its hopes that 
\ the Uruted States and England may unite to support China 
, agmnst Japan’s cruel and amazing imperialism. He said he "svas 
going to Brussels to sec how the mne-po^vc^ conference feels 
about tHngs. Dr. Cheng was a student at the University of 
Chicago while I was there and had reported some time ago 
that he kne>v me there as a professor. 

Today the Swiss Miidster spent an hour reviewing European 
conditions and the NUmberg Party Congress ^vhich he attended 
for three da^'s. In spite of certain indications which I have noted 
before at big parries, I think he is still anti-Nazi and afraid his 
^ little country may be annexed to Hitler’s Germany. He did not 
tell me about the Nazi Party in Switzerland which has been 
granted privileges tlicre. Fear of Hitler is the cause of this, 
the Swiss Government feeling tliat to do otherwise nught cause 
aggressive German action. 

Tomght 1 went to a ffinner-party at the Kaiser"* Wilhelm 
Institute, the new president .taking his place, my friend the 
former president, Planck, retiring. This organization b not 
Nazi and some outstanding business men who were present 
made their attitudes plain. They had no Hitler decorations on 
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their coats and they did not say “Hed Hitler” when others 
came up to them and shook han<U 

JVovember y Saturday Tonight we ^vent to tlie annual ball 
of Dr Frank, head of the bar association and member of the 
Hitler Cabinet An enormous croud, nearly all diplomats, was 
present Everybody was expected to contribute to the U'tnlrr 
hilfe (annual Nazi chanty dnve) by purchasing tickets \vhich 
might give them a pnze Nobody won any pnze that I hearf 
of, though everybody gave ro to 20 mar^ Frank’s tabic 
were the French Ambassador and his wfe, the Itahan and 
Polish Ambassadors, with others A quite interesting judge of 
the People's Court sat on my nght We talked German history, 
since present conditions cannot easily be discussed 

d^Qvmhtr t6 Tuesday Douglas Miller reports to the govern 
ment at home that the director of the Deutsche Bank, Herr 
Weigclt, told him that Germany is flying airplanes to China 
The Chinese Ambassador, a second visitor this morning said 
that Germany is shipping all kinds of war supplies over Jlussian 
railroads both to China and Japan I notice reports that Japan 
sends millions of dollars worth of gold each week to New^ork 
to pay for svar matenals 

'ihe story of Gcrman-Itahan propaganda m Brazil which 
has been coming to me for a year now canerges into an account 
of the nse of a Fascist state there The new dictator, Vargas, 
has now announced that he ^vUl not pay interest on American 
loans or repay the capital All treaties may now be dcdarctl 
void tvhen the dictator ivohcs to do so The State Department 
which arranged a trade treaty a little over a >car ago » now 
helpless and Secretary Hull has shouTi lus disapproval 

J^cvemttr j 8 Thutsdiy After a busy day vse went to n dinner 
at the French Embassy given m honour ofAmbassador BuUitt of 
Pans Tlicrc v.crc forty guests present AAcr dinner Bullitt, 
the FrencJi Ambassador, Dr Irani Dr Rosenberg, myself, 
and one or tu-o others sat together and listened to Rosenberg 
present to Bullitt the Naai soaal plulosophy I could not see 
exactly whcUicr BuIUlt approved st or not, but Rosenberg 
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and Frank argued their Nazi ideas. The Frenchman seemed 
to be amused. I said nothing. 

Bullitt had been three da^-s in Wanaw and he reported to 
me this morning that Foreign Minister Beck of Poland had 
assured him again and again that the Poles ^vould do everything 
possible for peace, not ^ly themselves with any nation, except 
on commercial matters, and not intervene if Germany annexed 
Czechoslovakia or if Russia seized Finland. 

No German seems ever to think seizure of other people’s ] 
territory is wrong. It is the result of hundreds of years of teach- 
ing. Recently, Von Papen pressed the query in Paris : “What 
^vill France do if we take over Austria?” No\v the Poles, who 
^e in as tight a place as any people in Europe, are said to 
he joining the German-Italian-Japancse combination against 
Russia. I think they will be compelled to come into the so-called 
anti-Comintern pact. A journalist who has been long in Russia 
s^d to me today that many German and Italian secret workers 
have been in Russia two years with the object of overth^o^ving 
Stalin and. setting up a Fascist system. Certainly there have 
been Italian-German propagandists in Latin America doing 
their utmost to upset our treaties and to set up dictatorships in 
^ alliance wth those of Europe. We have heard here about their 
Avork in Braril for nearly a year, and recently a Chile man re- 
ported a Nazi Party in that country of 35,000 men, adding that 
the Chilean Government expects to be a German colony in a 
year or two. The Colombian Minister came to see me two days 
ago and said that the activity all over Latin America was so 
great that he ^rishcd me to report it. 

With so many efforts to make a solid Fascist front from Rome 
to Tokyo and slnular efforts to s^ving Latin America into alli- 
ances with these BerUn-Rome dictators, and especially to defeat 
all easier trade relations, it seems to me that real co-operation 
1 between the 'United States, England, France and Russia is the ^ 
only way to mwntain world peace. One thing seems to me ‘ 
' certmn : there ^rill come a complete totalitarian domination of 
Europe and Asia if democratic countries continue their popular 
isolation poUcies. All peoples are so afraid of another war that 
Hitler and Mussolini think they can keep everybody scared and 
seize what areas tjiey want. I am afraid they are right in their 
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appraisals. If things go on in this way, England and the United 
States are going to find their cconomic conditions worse than 
ever. Although one cannot agree that Communism is any better, 
than Fascism, it would be a great thing for the United States, 
England, and France to unite with Russia and simply say that 
certain things must cease to be done. 

iHovemher ig. Fnday, We entertained Bullitt at luncheon 
today, twenty-four guests present. Dr. Schacht said to me as he 
came in : “I have not attended a Cabinet meeting since Sep- 
tember 5.” This looks as if he were definitely out of the regime. 

I asked him, confidentially, if he would accept an American 
bank presidency. He said : “Yes, and I would be delighted to 
see the President often.” I wondered what he was going to do 
with the Hitler statue in his parlour or with the painting of 
Goering which I saw in his house the last time I was thtfc. 
Poor man — the ablest finandcr in Europe but utterly helpless 
and in grave danger in case he were known to be considenng 
migration to the United States. Of course he will lose his ' 
property in the event that he is able to slip out some way. 

J^ovmber sj. Tuesday. I had a message today Jiom Secre- 
tary Hull which surprised me a great deal. I had agreed last 
August in a conversation with the President to return for three 
months, after spending my vacation at home. The last time I 
was with the President, October 19, he frankly said he had 
given, up his earlier plan and would appoint Shotwell or Hugh 
Wilson. He said he was glad I was going back for some months. 

I told him March i was the best time for my retirement partly 
because of the weather conditions and partly because I did not 
wish to have the German extremists their complaints of 

August 6, a protest by Dicckhoff against my statement on 
arrival in America, and September 5, in connection with my 
advice to the State Department not to send a representative to 
Nhmberg, had operated tooeft^tively. They had no real reason 
to complin at anytlung 1 had done or said. 

T^ow comes a tdegram indicating that I must retire between 
December 15 and 31. Ambassador Hugh Gibson ofBelgium « 
to be appointed, and I was asked to present his name to the 
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Foreign Office at once. The President ^vas reported to have 
asked all this to be done. 

The reason for this violation of my understanding with the 
Preddent is the opposition to me of TJndcr-Secrctary Welles. 

I have recently seen signs of opposition to everything I have 
recommended, except my refusal to go to NUmberg. Since last 
spring, Welles has had a controlling influence inside the De- 
partment of State. It is ^vcll knosvn to me that he is violently 
opposed to my policies in regard to public service. 

J^orember sg. Monday. Having been in bed nearly all the 
time since last Tuesday, when I had to beg Von Neurath to 
excuse me from sitting with him at dinner, 1 managed to go to 
my office. Von Neurath had invited all diplomats to attend an 
opera Tuesday night in honour of the Hungarian Prime 
Mimster and others who were here for a ^veek. I felt I must 
accept, but after the opera ended, I ^vas unequal to the continued 
strsun and was excused from dirmer. The object of all this re- 
ception and hospitality was to press the Hungarians for union 
with ffitler Germany, I notic^ that the Hungarians did not 
heil Hitler or raise thdr hands in salute when all Germans did. 

In my office I learned from the consulate in Hamburg that 
scores of importers of coffee have been imprisoned there because 
they hadlcft some of thar profits in the exporting countries, and 
had not reported them to Gocring’s economic office. One of the 
most eminent of the prisoners committed suicide. A report came 
from Munich that Julius Streichcr has made an address in which 
he declared that the Jews govern the United States, La Guardia 
being thrir cluef. Other evidence ■\vas brought from Munich 
and Stuttgart that Hitler’s government is doing its utmost in 
Sfuuh. America to brin^ those, cfointries. bita alJiancvii, 'wriu 
Germany and Italy. This has been going on at least three years 
at enormous expenditure. 

dfovember 30. Tuesday. We received notice from Washington 
that Gibson has declined the appointment to Berlin. I ^vas 
requested to inform the Fordgn Office that Hugh Wilson of 
the State Department ^vas to be appointed. ^Vhile evidence is 
\%’anting, I believe the German Foreign Office refused to receive 
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Gibson He had been an official in Belgium dunng the World 
War and had also wnttcn a valuable book about Germany and 
certain German leaders I do not think the present regime 
could endure more than was said m my book on Woodrow Wil 
son I notified the Foreign Office at once and they rephed that 
their answer would be sent us in three or four days 

David Lloyd George, Bntam’s war-time Prime Minister, 
warned his government today against entering into a “thieves’ 
bargain with the dictators” and suggested it would be better 
for Bntam to go to war now rather than make an abject sur- 
render to the Fascists This Uoyd George address is very 
different from his statements of 1934 But he seems to me to be 
right now How can England do anything after allowing Mus 
solmi to master the Mediterranean, Ethiopia, and halfofSpain? 

Btcmhtf 3 Friday Not a word from the Foreign Ofiice 
about the new nominee to succeed me I can thmk of no reason 
for this delay Wilson was ten years m Switzerland but this 
should be no excuse for a German objection Yet I would not 
be surprised if Hitler refused the Umted States representation 
for quite a while He and Goenng are the most conceited men 
I have ever seen, and both of them are angry, even uneasy, 
about the slowly changmg attitude of the United States 

Today the Volkischtr BtohachUr, Nazi offiaal organ, cam^ 
a great headline saying the Umted States approved Russia s 
sending 300 war planes to poor Chma Yesterday our Secretaiy 
of State was attacked because he agreed with^lNew York Timfs 
editorial advocating Amcncan-Englwh co operation m world 
affairs and especially a boycott of Japan Hitler sells war sup 
pUes to both China and Japan, even furmshing German officers 
to China The object is, however, to have Japan control China 
so that both may be ready to fight Russia if war ever comes m 
Europe 

A report today from Warsaw says the Danzig league of 
NaUons official, Burckhardt, saw Hitler when he passed through 
Berlin on his return from Geneva Hitler said to him “IVhcn 
ever I choose to do so I can annex all sections of European 
countries where tlierc are large German elements ” He simply 
meant that Europe is so afraid ofhim that he can take Danzig, 
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Austria, and Czechoslovakia with no real resistance. I doubt 
this except one at a time and not too near each otiicr in 
sequence. Is this not a strange Europe after all that happened 
in the World War? 

December g. Thursday. Last Monday, December 6 , I had a 
long talk wth Dr, Schacht. He spoke freely, insisting that svhat 
we stud was not registered in the Secret Police office. 1 was not 
so sure as he seemed to be. I told him we are retiring about 
January i. He said he hoped to have us at liis house bcfdfc 
we go. 

I showed him a copy of the interview I gave the Associated 
Press in Norfolk last August 4 and told him about Ambassador 
DicckhofTs protest against this to Secretary Hull. Schacht read 
all 1 had said and then added: “There was no reason for a 
protest, none at all.” I told him that I thought Von Mackensen, 
the Under-Secretary in the German Foreign Office, had done 
this, not Von Ncurath. He made no reply. Hitherto he has 
always seemed to be in agreement wth Von Ncurath, not his 
son-in-law Von Mackensen. 

1 then told Schacht about my confidential letter to Hull being 
published in the New York papers on September 4 , appearing 
as if I had spoken it at Williamslown, Massachusetts, against 
the NUmberg Congress. Schacht was not surprised though he 
seemed not to have heard of the Fordgn Office attitude in pro- 
testing to Washington either in August or September. But he 
then went on to’.say I was very popular with the German 
people, especially among the educated and professional people. 
I have seen considerable evidence of this, particularly in the 
invitarions from German universities to deliver lectures, but 
Schacht had not given such facts before, though we have 
generally agreed on nearly^ matters of international concern. 

Schacht later talked of his position as being uncertain. If he 
had to give up his bank presidency, he said he would go to the 
United States. As yet, he said, that was not to be definitely con- 
sidered, and he was not sure what he would do. He said : “I am 
as you know, no longer Economics Minister. That is General 
Gocring’s job now,- and he knows Uttle about the problems 
before him.”.! inferred from what Schacht said about the 



442 JUNE 5, 1937 TO SEPTEMBER 28, igS^ ^ 
people’s opposition to the Nazis, especially business people, that 
he thlnVs the Nazi regime will be overthrown. 

December it. Saturday. I had a conversation this 
with Baron von Neurath. There was nothing new ou 
viewed existing conditions. I asked him about the w 
question, so much discussed during the last month. 
Germany cannot produce more than 8o per^ cent o 
necessary foodstuffs and Germany has a 

500,000 a year. Then he stressed the subject ofland shortage. 
He added : "We shall not get our colonies back m severa y 
but we must have them.” . ... , 

I said to him: You know modem population wiU not 
grate. Nearly all people wish to Kve m big cities ^her 
employment is great. People simply will threc- 

and you know that the aty populaUons f 

fourths of the people in England, Germany 
States. How will colonies help solve yotm economic prow j 
He insisted 1 “We would get raw “So h 

repUed: Yes, but the cost of raw matmals from colomo ^ 
always greater than their cost through international trade 
gave illustrations.* , , , « N en- 

He Insisted on the colony demand. I know 
titled to some colonies and conceded her nght to -latjons 
tion through negotiation. But my reference to ® r/*tarv 
led Von Neurath to state again that he supported tjecrci; 
Hull on the subject of international trade,* But, he a » 
“Germany will not change her policy,” which is one of extr 
barriers against imports. , 

When I asked him about the possibility of a four-power p 
(England, Germany, France and Italy), he promptly saj _ 
could not be arranged. He ilid not give the reasons, but I m- 
feiTcd that he meant that no reduction of armaments would be 
agreed to. 

\STicn I asked him if he knew I had not referred to 
in any address I had made in the United States, he said : "Yes, 
Dieckhoff, our Ambassador in Washington, informed me that 
the newspaper stories of September 4 s^ere taken from a con- 
fidential letter you had sent to Secretary Hull.” I reminded 
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ium of what I had more than once said to him about my not • 
attending NUmberg Party shows. He said he understood my 
position. It svas rather curious in view of the protests which 
were made in Washington. 

When I was about to leave he asked my wife and me to dine 
svith him if we could. I told him I was afraid we could not do 
so, it bang about Christmas time and the date of our departure 
sbU imcertain. 

December 14. Tuesday. How our modem civilization drifts 
backward towards medievalism! Today the Czechoslovak 
Minister called, tremendously concerned about the fate of his 
country because democratic countries do nothing and thus give 
Mussolini, Hitler and Japan increasing sway over the world. 
He sjud Russia, though an ally of his country and France, is 
helpless. 

Vcsteiday the Russian Chargd d’Affmres came to see me and 
• msUted that democratic countries, England, France and the 
Uiutcd States, srish his country to save China without their 
assistance. Russia, smd he, wU not do that, but she would 
co-operate with those countries if they would help China. 

After the Czechoslovak Minister left this morning, the 
Chinese Ambassador came to talk again about his country’s 
dangerous condition. He repeated information I had received 
from Washingtonoverthc radio: that thejapanesehad destroyed ^ 
American and English vessels in Chinese rivers, even killing 
Americans, and’.lhat our President had demanded complete 
restoration zmd apologies from the Emperor of Japan. He 
wanted to know whether the United States would really do 
anything. I could not give any assurance though I agreed with 
him that democradcs must save China or themselves soon come 
into grave danger. Wc parted sadly, he saying his country 
rmght have to be subjugated and I acknowledging that modem 
dvUization seemed to be on the verge of disaster. 

At noon I sent a message to Roosevelt summarizing what 
had been said and giving my opinion that if the United States 
and England did not stop Japan, our people would come to 
realize in a year or two what their position ^vas. I advised a ' 
boycott. If that did not succeed, I said, our navy and part of 
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the British fleet should join and appear in Chinese waters. The 
Italian and German peoples are not yet willing to go to war 
against China, or even ag^nst England. I hop’s my opinions do 
not reach Hitler as -som^ other confidential messages of mine 
have done. Anyway, it seemed my duty to send such a warning. ^ 

December ig. Sunday, The last few days of luncheons and 
dinners Have been almost unbearable to me, being busy all the 
time in the Embassy office. And we have declined more than 
we could accept, ^gh officials like Von Neurath have said they 
hoped to have us to dinner and now their invitations have 
failed to be sent. But German university and business men have 
crotvded us with their invitations. T^ay we were svith the 
Giebels, two days ago the Alberts, a day or hvo before a promi- 
nent bajik president. In all these cases, fifteen to t^venty guests 
were present, all very frankly revealing their opposition^ to 
I the Hitler regime, none giving the “Hcil Hitler” greeting 
or wearing the Party decorations, even when some wore 
uniforms. *- 

On Thursday, December i6, 1 svent to Leipzig, my old uni- 
versity, to deliver a lecture on George Washington. I had been 
asked so many times since I have been in Berlin that I finally 
accepted, but I asked a personal friend there to sec that no 
Party demonstrations were made; Pictures of men in Hitler 
uniforms, a flag behind me as I spoke, or an audience sboutmg 
“Heil Hitler” would have been reported to the United Stales 
in a way to ridicule both me and the university" where I got my 
Ph.D. in igoo. Therefore I made my tactful request a week 
before. 

^Vhc^ I arrived a large reception was given by Professor 
Wartburg. A score of professoi? were present. Conversations, 
as in Berlin, 'criticized the Hitler rc^tne. When I appeared in 
the famous old uni\crsity lecture room ^vhere Wundt, the dis* 
tingubhed philosopher, used to lecture, there was a vast crowd, 
studenu, professors, and persons whom I had seen years ago. 

Mrs. Arnold Licbbch, w'ifo of the deceas^ book dc.iler >»hojn 
1 knft^v s'o well when a student in I.cipzig, sat just in front of 
me. And Miss Gray, the English woman who used to entertain 
students, svas beside her. Sliss Gray looked little older than in 
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1899. been visiting ancient Leipzig and remained a few 

days longer to hear.what I might say. 

I noticed a number of uniforms as I entered the reception 
room and a few people greeted each other in the Hitler manner, 
but none did that for me. It was a university crowd and 
the conversations were most cordial and liberal. It took me an 
hour to read my Washington address as I had to make each 
sentence as clear as possible, the university having insisted on 
an English delivery. To my surprise, the audience understood 
well enough to applaud statements and laugh at jokes I made. 
More people in Germany speak and understand English than | 
anywhere else I have ever been where English is not the native 
language. * 

After the address a dinner was given and once more people 
talked freely to me and even to one another. Leipzig Univer* 
sity professors are not satisfied with their situation, even less 
satisfied than Berlin professors seem to be. I was glad to see 
once more the old university where I first learned history in a 
critical manner. The old part of the city was much as it used to 
be when I was there. «*' 

Dicember so. Monday. We called on the French Ambassador 
and Madame Frangois-Poncet this afremoon at 5 o*cIock. 
Madame Frangois-Poncet reported that, in her opinion, the 
HohenzoUems and the conservatives in general are restless and 
more bitter than ever. She said she had heard much talk of 
that sort. But, she added, the leaders of the opposition are so 
indiscreet that their attitude and plans will be fully revealed to 
the Nazis and there may be another killing like that of June 

30. 1934- ^ ^ 

I have heard, aad slrcsdy jeewried, much opposition talk 
but I do not think a revolt or effort to overthrow Hitler will 
come in the near future. Everybody know here how cruelly 
Hitler-Gocring-Goebbels would act if any more opposition is 
made and consequently notiung will be done, unless the army 
offers a solid front for a change. But so far as one can judge 
the army is under such control that its opposition chiefr can do 
notiung. 

A Uttle later the French Ambassador said: "You 'are going 
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war unless the United States, England and France co-operate 
without further dday.** 

•A letter from the President today says he understood my 
position here and my need to remain until March i as I had ex- 
plained to him at his Hyde Park home, but the German Foreign 
Office had compelled him to recall me by January 1 . This 
was not wholly surprising, except for my talk t^ro weeks hgo svilh 
Von Neurath, who is very clever and who practically denied 
any such intervention. I may be urong, but I believe that 
Under-Secretary Welles may have used his influence wth the 
President. I wrote the President as much today. IVIiile I know 
Hitler-Gocring-Gocbbels might wish my recall, I am sure the 
chiefs of the Foreign Office realize how free I*^vouId be in tfie 
United States to describe the system here in jsasc I were asked 
to leave, Any^vay I am planning to Icam^the truth of thing* 
,\vheh'I go to Washington. I have been told that WcUes has been 
a definite irritation to the State Department ever since last ^fay. 

The Chinese Ambassador and wife called this aflemoon. 
He still hopes and pleads tliat the United States and England 
will put a stop to the Japanese murder of his people. He said 
he tvas Ieaving,tonight for Paris, "^yhilc he did not say so, I 
believe he is going to protest against French concessions to 
Japan in French zones of iDfluence in China. I told him to 
repeat in Paris what he had told me. 

Dtcemhtr s6. SunJt^. I went to Dr. Schacht’s house in 
Dahlem, I wished especially to sec Schacht whose life is said to 
be in danger, but he and his wife were away at their country 
home about fifty miles from Berlin. I left my card with a few 
words, carefully written, designed to suggest a possible con\ cr- 
eation. More I did not dare say lest it endanger him more. As 
we came a'^vay from Schacht's home, Herbert Gocring, nephe^v 
oC-thc general who .KiriaVen SdiacJit*s place as economic 
dictator, passed us looking at our car. I am afraid he reported 
my visit to the gotemment. 

In die afternoon we ga\c a reception 'to all our siafT people, 
the consular 'scrvtce people. Military and Nasnl Attarh^s, ard 
the joumalftu. TJiere'werc some rc\'ent>' guests. It svas o dr- 

lightful 
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1 forgot to note that my wife and I went to tlic old Rdclistag 
building on our way home from Schacht’s house. Tlicrc we 
saw the so-called anti-Communist pictures about wliicli we 
had heard. It was the most shameful cxliibit I have ever seen. 
No really intellectual person would o'cr put up such pictures 
;as the thousands we saw, especially not in this famous old Icgis- 
'lativc hall. The pictures showed Communist contrivances in all 
countries in the world, and the Communists were all Jesvs. The 
pictures showed murders, rapes, thefts, revolutions and seizures 
of governments. Not a crime one could think of but Jews and 
Communists'tvcrc performing it. There werc'two or three thou- 
sand visitors present- I cannot see bow any intelligent govern- 
ment olBcialj,vo\ild allow such a show, which concluded >vith 
J«lussolini and Hitler saving all mankind. 

StpUmher so, j$ 38. Tuesday. Having kept no daily account 
'of ’things since I left Berlin, I must now review briefly what 
happened. 

We left Berlin on December 291, driving to Hamburg to get 
on the Manhaitan, an American ship.’AVhen we walked about 
the boat, we found that 'more than half of the. second-class 
passengers were Germans hoping to locate in thfe United States.' 
More than half of these were Jews. But at our table in the dining- 
room there were ^several Naris or Nazi sympatliizers, one 
a West Virgima woman, the wife of the Yugoslav Minister to 
London.^ She described^ to us the London situation where there 
are apparently many aristocratic Fascists or Nazis now. 

There were some interesting newspaper correspondents from 
Spain on board. They wire going home to the United States 
hoping to tell the real truth about Mussolini’s ‘and Hitler’s 
performances in that lustoric^ country. They arc ’absolute 
opponemS oi^ltmair-vjbnnan ihtcricrence in Spaih. Texpressed 
my doubts that the American press would allow them to report 
just what was going on in that cotintry. 

On the last night of the year 1937, our ship set sail from 
Southampton for New York, where we aVrivVd without serious 
storms on January 8. Before we reached the harbour, more than 
a score of jo'umalists had managed to get on’ the* ship and were 
urgmg ail kinds of interview. I could not give the facts about 

p 
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away at a good time. In my Salyu 

spring. One m.Tin reason is that MnssoIim^|tnanon m «^I^_ 

so bad that he will resort to war to save htroeE ri= ^ 

trol of the Mediterranean and all the 

possessions in North Africa. In order to ge j ^intria 

be called on to help him. and S' « 

and Czechoslovakia. But all the Danube P P , If Italy 

nervous than ever and closer to France than ev 

and Germany go to war for these ur^, wt g |a„d 

them and England trill support us. Tins « 

cannot lend naval assistance to Ctaa, nor „ 

I then said: But E France and IMgland 
with the United States in a boycott of Japan, m for 

would be stopped in nvo months. Can ' ^ real 

this co-operation before it is too ^ l ggid fba* 

boycott would have the effect I mdteated, 
business people in democratic tmunmes wo ’.L„oforc, nest 
so much th« nothing would be done; and, ttorioTO 
spring would'be the Mussolini-Httler time to 

asked him whether he thought the GennM j if 

support a war. He said: "Yes, they have “'If 
ordered to go to war, but after a few battles they rogh , 

to fight.” My opinion is mmewhat the sMe Sclini back 
Hitler is qmte^ready and so will bold Muss^ 
another year. ' 

Btcmber sr. 'Tuesday. At a luncheon given us 
fareivell by Dr. Schacht, convenations were as free ana a 
.as I have ever heard in Germany. Dr. Schacht’s 
his directorship of the Economics Ministry may be taken 
cause. But the head of the International Gener^ Elec^c 
pany here as well^ others Irom banks and industrial p 
were even more outspoken. They svcrc most fc^ul of tn 
Hitler regime. One thing which worried the electric comply 
chief was the order by Hitler to give up his'-gfeat administrative 
building which* represents a 10,000,000 mark investment for the 
company. The company is to be allowed only 6,000,000 marks. 
He said he told Hitler’s ofllidal spokesman : “Then I will leave 
Germany and settle in eastern Trance.” What Hitler said when 
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told this was not stated, but it is clear enough tliat the elcctnc 
man would be imprisoned if he tned to leave Germany 
Schacht spoke of the defeat of Gcnnany in 1918 as wholly 
due to Woodrow Wilson’s bringing Amcnca into the World 
War But I said Wilson’s Fourteen Points were the one great 
promise of mtemalional peace and co-operation and every 
country on both sides had helped to defeat his purpose Don’t 
you think ^Vllson, fifty years from now, will be regarded as one 
of the greatest Presidents the United States has ever had’ He 
evaded an answer but turned his attention to the Japanese- 
Chmesewar and opposed Germany’s alliance with Japan Then 
he showed the true German attitude “If the United States 
would stop the Japanese war and leave Germany to have her 
way m Europe, we would have world peace “ 

1 did not comment and others also failed to make remarks 
Schacht meant what the army chiefs of 1914 meant when they 
invaded Belgium, expecting to conquer France m six weeks 
* € » domination and annexation of neighbouring little countnes, 
especially north and east Much as he dislikes Hitler’s dictator- 
ship, he, as most other eminent Germans, wishes annexation — 
without war if possible, with war, if the Umted States wnll keep 
hands off Much as I admire Schacht for some of his Courageous 
acts, I am now afraid he would not make a good Amencan if 
he migrated 


December S3 Thursday Yesterday a most respqnsible official 
here from the old regime and still in office came to see me 
He IS m a position to know a great deal about the drift of things 
in Hitler’s autocracy He said close fnends reported to him 
that Dr Schacht is apt to be killed any time, especially next' 
spring I heard this nimOUr yesterday It has been repeated 
since by another visitor I wonder if I should send a confidential 
note warning Schacht before I leave" " 


Today the Mmister from Switzerland came to ii 

H= of h. coun^ and ..3 dangeroos^o^f o^ 

ganda for Naa. ajmemuon to Germany goes on there aU ?he 
Me and my government does not dare to try to ^on ,t Tt 
Germans plan to annex Anstna peaceablv nr ' ' 

olUma.dy..rnccessary.andIse=noway.oIvmd?n“Ker;«; 
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my resignation, or recall, or even about what I thought ^v•a3 
being planned by Hitler, until my arrival in Washington and 
my interviews wth the President and Secretary Hull. 

^Vhen I saw the President and told him a little of what I 
thought of Under-Secretary Welles and his methods, no reply 
was made. When I talked with Secretary Hull, he confirmed 
in part what I thought had been done to recall me when it had 
been understood that I was to retire in March, 1938. For me 
to have gone back to Berlin on November i, and for my 
to have spent over $1,000 for furniture, becamea disgrace uhen 
I received notice on November 23 to return in January. There 
were and are still officials in the State Department who do not 
like me or the things I tried to stand for. 

Invitations to lecture piled up on my desk Bom all parts of 
the country. I spoke in Baltimore tsvice, in New York ses'cral 
times, and in many other places, being paid liberally for my 
efforts. When these appointments were ended, in tlie sp^e* 
my \vifc and I returned to our farm near Round Hill, ^^irginia. 

On May a8, my wfe failed to join me, as mual, at break* 
fast, and I discovered'Qiat.slie had died from a heart attack 
during the night in her room. It Was the greatest shock that 
ever came fo me, Nobody had dreamed tlmt she had any 
serious illness, although our physician in Berlin had warned her 
to climb steps slowly. She had a moderate heart trouble, and 
she had exerted herself socially more than I liad. She was only 
si.\t>'-two years old, and I was sucty-cighi. But there she lay, 
stone dead, and there was no help for it; nnd’I n’as so sur- 
prised and sad I could hardly decide what to do. 

I have been four and a lialf^cars in Europe with the Jioj>c 
of serving my countiy. Uqv, much one could do is an open 
question. Tlic present-day world h-as learned notliing from the 
World War. Instead of keeping the treaties of neatly 

all peoples have riolatcd them Twice as much money « being 
spent now cacli year in preparation for another war as was 
spent in ipt3» i" *rhc of fl»c fact that nc-irly all peoples are 
bearing thegrcatcat debts knouTi to liltfory'. Shall Me l>e con- 
ironled by another world war? And unuld iiolation be posiihle 
for any great indutirial country? 

With war prrjuraiioni and die rauing of trade barrier* hr- 
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yond anything kno^vn to modem history, another method of 
government has been adopted in Rome, Berlin and Tokyo. 
Over that vast area freedom of religion has ceased to exist, and 
universities no longer govern themselves.* In a single countp^ 
1,600 professors and teachers in high schools have been dis- 
missed. Leaders in several countries have undertaken to dismiss, 
expel, imprison or kill Jews. Tlierc is no doubt that tlicy 
have at tim« profiteered, but what other class or people has 
been free of such members? Anyone ^vho knows the facts of 
1914-20 cannot forget that Jcivs fought bravely on both sides of 
the terrible war, and some outstanding members of the race 
gave millions of dollars to save the helpless, even starving, 
Germans in 1918-20. 

In a vast r<^on where rdigious freedom is denied, where 
intellectual initiative and discovery arc not allowed, and where 
race hatreds are cultivated daily, what can a representative of 
the United States do? Democratic peoples must maintain their 
faiths at home ; their representatives must try to improve inter- 
national co-operation ; and on proper occasions they must re- 
nund men of the importance of world peace, easier commercial 
relations, and the significance of democratic civilization for 
which peoples have struggled since the sixteenth century. With ^ 
these ideals in mind, 1 felt that I must represent my country 
the best I could while dwdling among the Germans, who are 
by nature more democratic than any other great race in Europe. 

Could one' be successful? I made addresses on suitable 
occasions and dcscnbed our international difficulties, never 
criticizing the government to which I had been sent. When 
invitations to pardsan affairs ^vere sent to me, I maintained the 
attitude ^shich our country has maintained since the Presidency 
of George Washington. Was it the duty of representatives of 
democratic countries to attend conferences where democracy 
was ridiculed and attacked? I cannot think so. ' 

The logical outcome of vast war preparations is another war 
and what would another war leave of modem civilization^ 
There are curious misundentandings.' Great business and in- 
dustnal groups faded to recognize the necessity of international 
co-opermion after 1920. Some of their chiefs defeated world 
peace efforts at Geneva more than once bernn«r 
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the sale of arms and war materials more important than u’orJd 
peace. Other groups insisted in 1923 and 1930 on trade barriers 
which made debt payments impossible. So many influential men 
have failed to see that inventions, industrial revoIutioD, and 
financial relations have brought mankind to a point where Co- 
operation and peace are the first conditions of prosperit)’ for 
the masses of men everywhere. 



